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Kashechewan has raised an issue
with a parasite, Cryptosporidium, that
was found during medical tests during
the evacuation of its citizens due to a
water plant and sewage emergency in
the James Bay community. Chief and
council were forced to declare a State
of Emergency on Jan. 4 after a major
failure of the community’s aging water
infrastructure, and the flooding of the
Nursing Station with raw sewage.

“Right now there are teams coming
in to fix the water plant — we’re trying
to get a timeline on when that will be
but it’s still unclear,” says Tyson Wesley,
executive director at Kashechewan, on
the evening of Jan. 16. “We are getting
somewhat of a timeline for the clinic
but that’s still dependent on when the
teams arrive. We’re still flying in water
bottles in the community, the level of
chlorine is kind of high because they’re
trying to clean the system, but there is
still a lot of work that needs to be done
in the infrastructure.”

Wesley says they found out about
the confirmed case of Cryptosporidium
on Jan. 16.

“We just got one confirmed case
from a stool sample from one of our
evacuees,” Wesley says. “We’re waiting
until Monday to see if there’s more.
More information will be available to
us on Monday, we don’t know whether
or not it came from the water plant but
we’re trying to ask public health offi-
cials to see if there’s a way that we can
investigate to see how or whether or
not it came from our water. We did do
our tests for the water, they came back
negative for E.coli and for coliforms,
but I think they need to do a retest for
this specific parasite.”

The BC Centre for Disease Control
states on its website that Cryptospo-
ridium parvum is a parasite that can
infect the intestines and cause diarrhea,
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adding that most people with healthy
immune symptoms will recover and
that Cryptosporidia are passed in the
stools of animals, and can contaminate
food, the environment and water sup-
plies.

The federal government states on its
website that Cryptosporidiosis is in the
top five most common causes of infec-
tious diarrhea around the globe, add-
ing that outbreaks have been associated
with contaminated food, drinking and
recreational water.

Wesley says they were on a full scale
evacuation of the community as of Jan.
16.

“We have over 1,200 people that
have flown to urban centres such as
Kapuskasing, Timmins, Kingston and
Niagara Falls,” Wesley says. “The rea-
son why we’ve evacuated is because,
the initial start of it was the sew-
age pumps were starting to fail, and
they failed and then that caused sew-
age blockages or sewage backups into
houses in the community. But also the
sewage from the lift stations entered
the water plant. The main lift station to
the water plant didn’t work and it failed
and it caused sewage to back into the
water plant, which eventually entered
the water filtration system however it
didn’t go into the treated water sys-
tem.”

Wesley says the closing down of the
water supply caused a sewage backup,
which led to sewage backing up into
the clinic.

“The clinic had the odour of sewage
in the whole building, which caused
the clinic to not function as it was
intended to,” Wesley says.

Wesley says one of the issues is that
the federal government had promised
to move the community to higher
ground so they wouldn’t continue to
be flooded by the Albany River.

“They promised to move us, we
haven’t moved yet but they don’t want
to invest in infrastructure because we’re
going to move soon,” Wesley says. “So
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Kashechewan is on a full-scale evacuation as of Jan. 16 after a major failure of the community’s aging water infrastructure,
and the flooding of the Nursing Station with raw sewage.

they don’t want to invest in infrastruc-
ture here and invest in infrastructure
when we move.”

An Indigenous Services Canada
(ISC) spokesperson, Pascal Laplante,
says the health and well-being of
Kashechewan community members
remains a primary focus.

“Health concerns of all forms are
taken very seriously,” Laplante says in
an e-mail message. “Anyone presenting
with concerning health symptoms are
encouraged to seek medical attention
whether in community or at host sites.

Medical professionals can assess symp-
toms to determine appropriate action
which may include further testing.
Testing samples of Kashechewan com-
munity members have been prioritized
by Ontario Public Health Labs.”

Laplante says ISC has been in close
contact with Kashechewan leadership
and the Northeastern Public Health
Unit throughout the emergency, add-
ing that this is in addition to the exist-
ing health professionals currently in the
community, which includes a physician
and nursing staff.

“Individual health information can-
not be shared by ISC due to privacy
— these questions are best directed
to the First Nation,” Laplante says.
“Throughout the emergency response,
ISC’s health protection unit has kept in
close contact with nurses in the com-
munity and the health unit. ISC is also
advancing next steps to strengthen
community infrastructure, including
an emergency infrastructure assessment
and feasibility studies for the water sys-
tem and nursing station.”
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Arts & Entertainment

Chapmans hosts holiday market in Fort William First Nation

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Betty Carpick creates a portrait of Shelby Gagnon at her Face-O-Matic portrait booth at the Chapman’s
Gas Bar Holiday Market, held Dec. 19-20 in Fort William.

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Indigenous artists Betty
Carpick and Shelby Gagnon
enjoyed creating portraits of
each other at Carpick’s Face-
O-Matic portrait booth at the
Chapman’s Gas Bar Holiday
Market, held Dec. 19-20 in
Fort William.

“It’s just a fun way to use the
handmade boreal forest inks
and charcoal sticks that I make,
and draw people’s portraits for
$5,” Carpick says. “It’s kind of
a very analogue experience in a
time when we have a lot of digi-
tal stuff, so I'm kind of playing
with that.”

Carpick says the transactions
for the Face-O-Matic portrait
booth are similar to using an
ATM machine.

“But it only takes cash,” Car-
pick says. “Yesterday I drew
about 25 portraits and about
half of that so far today. It’s sort
of slow and easy going and fun.”

Carpick says people enjoyed
having their portrait drawn.

“We get a lot of opportuni-
ties to get our picture taken
but not to have someone draw

them,” Carpick says.

Gagnon says it was fun to do
the Face-O-Matic portraits.

“I haven’t done the Face-O-
Matic before so it was really fun
to experience that exchange of
creative energy,” Gagnon says.
“And also to go on the other
side and paint her face was really
fun. It was really cool for her to
bring her natural ink here and
share that with the community.”

Gagnon says the holiday mar-
ket was good, noting that she
had some earrings she made
from rawhide and deer hide as
well as some prints and cards at
her booth.

“It’s nice and cozy in here
and it’s just also nice to socialize
with people in the community
that I feel like I haven’t seen in a
while,” Gagnon says.

Paul Francis says he enjoys
participating at Chapman’s Hol-
iday Market.

“It’s a very good craft show,”
Francis says. “I have different
styles of dreamcatchers, from
two-inch up to eight-inch, and
then I have quite a variety of
necklaces that I make.”

Francis says he also had sage
and bowls, drums, porcupine

quills, earrings, bracelets and
medicine pouches at his booth.

“They get a lot of people
here,” Francis says. “What I
really like about it is you have to
make all your own stuff to sell
here. So everything that’s here
is handmade.”

Audrey Deroy says Chap-
man’s Holiday Market was cre-
ated by the late Val Chapman.

“I just feel so honoured and I
feel like all these memories that
we have of Val Chapman, she’s
here with us and she’s smiling
and she’s so happy for her chil-
dren and for her community,”
Deroy says. “It’s been such a
great time to gather and be
social and to get to spend time
with people, that’s what it’s all
about.”

Elliott Doxtater-Wynn says
his family had a huge setup at
the Chapman’s Holiday Market.

“When this sale first started
it was a table in the gas station,
and now it’s 20 years in and
my wife and daughter have this
huge setup,” Doxtater-Wynn
says, noting that some of the
artists from the early years of
the Holiday Market have since
passed on. “My daughter is the

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Shelby Gagnon creates a portrait of Betty Carpick at Carpick’s Face-O-Matic portrait booth.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

A variety of portraits were created at Betty Carpick’s Face-O-Matic portrait booth.

next generation artist who is a
part of this.”

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler
says he and his family try to
attend as many craft shows as
they can.

“We know how hard (the
artists) work and how difficult
it can be to get to the mar-
ket to sell your crafts,” Fiddler
says. “It’s important that we go
out and support them and buy

their beautiful crafts, so today
I bought these home tanned
mitts. They’re beautiful and you
know they were made with care
and with love.”

Thank You, Airlines!

¥

R

Your fast, courte |
tojouninorthern;,communitiesfisiappreciated:

- -

Let the Bear take you there!

NORTHSTAR




Wawatay News

JANUARY 23, 2026

<qU dMd-Aa?

Education

Educators as 2SLGBTQOIA + Allies
conference 2026

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Moose Cree’s Candace Mani-
topyes delivered a keynote on
Honouring Gender Diversity
in Schools at Nishnawbe Aski
Nation’s Educators as 2SLG-
BTQQIA+ Allies conference,
held Jan. 14-15 at Delta Hotels
Thunder Bay.

“I’'m talking about honour-
ing gender diversity, I’'m going
to be talking about how the
land teaches us about diversity
in so many ways,” says Manito-
pyes, CEO at Relentless Indig-
enous Woman Co. “I use the
Model of Moss, moss is very
expansive, moss is also trans,
and there is a lot of diversity in
land and what it could teach us
about expression and human-
ity

Manitopyes says her Model
of Moss features two things for
gender diverse people or queer
people to feel safe: honouring
each other’s humanity and rela-
tional growth.

“So how do we build rela-
tionships beyond policy and
looking good — how can we
deeply make safe spaces and
in order to do that as educa-
tors we need to be OK and
safe with ourselves and our
uniqueness that we bring to
the world, because queerness
is simply uniqueness that we
bring to the world, expression
or attraction,” Manitopyes says.
“Colonialism really stripped us
of that, because colonialism is
all about control and shame, so
I’'m going to be talking about
letting that go because our

people have been so oppressed
by shame and controlled for so
long that we forgot about how
the land has been our teacher
and what we can learn from
that, from diversity and stuff
like that.”

Deputy Grand Chief Anna
Betty Achneepineskum says
most of the participants at the
conference were education ser-
vice providers.

“It’s very important that we
learn together more on gender
diverse citizens that are attend-
ing these educational facilities,”
Achneepineskum says. “As we
heard from the two previ-
ous (youth) speakers just now
in terms of how positive it has
been for them to get their edu-
cation ... when there is that
acceptance and that education
and awareness about gender
diverse individuals. So that’s the
main reason why we’re having
this little gathering.”

Achneepineskum says one of
the students said it was “a little
bit more scarier” for them to go
on the city bus.

“But they have a right to get
to school, get education and
we need to create those safe
spaces,” Achneepineskum says.

Achneepineskum says it is
important to hear from 2SLG-
BTQQIA+ presenters with lived
experience.

“We need to hear from the
individuals that have the lived
experience, the ones that can
speak to the negative experi-
ences and how we can do bet-
ter,” Achneepineskum says.
“And then they can also tell us
about their positive experiences

and how we could continue to
encourage that and expand it.”

Jayal Chung, 2SLGBTQ
mentor at the Thunder Bay
Indigenous Friendship Centre,
says her presentation on Creat-
ing Safer Spaces was an intro-
duction to understanding about
the needs and realities of 2SLG-
BTQ people.

“2SLGBTQ people have
always been part of commu-
nity and colonization’s impact
really affects the way in which
people in the community feel
seen, heard, believed and are
part of spaces,” Chung says.
“Everybody should have dig-
nity, respect to move through
the world and to be accepted
and safe.”

Elder Ma-Nee Chacaby,
who was scheduled to deliver
an Elder Teachings presenta-
tion, stressed the importance of
creating space and a place for
youth.

“I think about what’s hap-
pening, referring to what this
event is about, having space,
a place to do things and how
to gather ourselves to come
together with the kids in
schools, in friendship centres
and different places,” Chacaby
says. “And also just to remind
them that there are still kids out
there that are not able to have
what other kids have. I’ve met
a few young people that would
like to be home but it’s not a
place for them, whatever’s hap-
pening in their home is really
what they don’t want. So that is
why I fight for my young peo-
ple, and I will do that until I’'m
gone.”
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Commentary

We Need To Protect
Our First Nations
From Emergencies

Xavier
Kataquapit

UNDER THE
ORTHERN SKY

when I saw my relatives in

my home community of
Attawapiskat First Nation on
the James Bay coast were still
having to fetch water from a
water pumping station in the
community. For most people
in the community, it is the only
way for them to have clean
drinking water. It was very
surprising to me to see, because
this was the reality when I was
a teenager in the community
over 30 years ago. I had hoped
that by now, the water systems
would be fixed and properly
maintained to provide clean,
safe drinking water to every
household but that is not the
case.

A more serious issue has
occurred in Kashechewan First
Nation, south of Attawapiskat
EN on the James Bay coast. On
January 4, Kashechewan FN
Chief Hosea Wesley declared a
state of local emergency when
the community’s water treat-
ment and wastewater plants
were in a state of disrepair.
They were at the point of a full
emergency when not enough
clean drinking water could be
provided to residents. In the
midst of the problems, a sew-
age backup at the community’s
medical clinic forced them to
move their medical services.
This has been compounded by
the fact that all the northern
remote James Bay communi-
ties are in the midst of flu and
Covid outbreaks, where many
people are sick and unwell. The
sickness is even more serious in
northern remote First Nations
due to the fact that most
families live in overcrowded
conditions and any contagious
flu immediately infects many
people all at once. Many people
are also reporting that this year’s
flu and Covid infections are
more serious and troublesome
for people of all ages.

The community is now faced
with having to evacuate hun-
dreds of community members
to southern cities and towns in
order to keep them safe.

This is not the first time that
Kashechewan FN has had to
face these problems. In 2005,
more than 800 residents were
evacuated because of E. coli
contamination. On top of that,
the First Nation has had to face
near annual evacuations due
to flooding events that hap-
pen every spring on the Albany
River, where the community is
situated.

The constant emergency dis-
ruptions in the community have

l was surprised recently

had a serious toll on families,
especially young people, who
lose out on their education and
feel unsafe and uncomfortable
in their own homes.

In another part of the coun-
try, in northern Manitoba,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation suf-
fered a major power outage that
left the community without
power for days. Their loss of
power during the coldest days
of December has devastated the
community as water pipes froze
and when the power returned,
burst pipes ruined homes. In
online video reports, Pimicika-
mak Cree Nation Chief David
Monias describes how their
community was barely handling
water services before the power
outage. This emergency event
has only made their water man-
agement problems even worse.

Governments at all levels
need to take more action to
support aging and even defi-
cient infrastructure in our
northern First Nations. For
many communities, it’s not a
matter of if their systems will fail
but a matter of when.

As an economic problem, it
is far more productive, cheaper
and safer if these issues are dealt
with now rather than waiting
for the inevitable failures to hap-
pen. Governments need to pro-
vide more and better funding
for infrastructure in these north-
ern communities to prevent
them from having to deal with
these major issues. What is more
economical? To save money
now and not provide enough
funding for aging infrastructure
or wait until a major catastro-
phe happens and emergency
management teams have to be
called in, the military mobilized,
evacuees transported, commu-
nity members housed and fed
in shelters and to spend funds
to remedy the actual emergency
problem. In the long run, it
would be far easier on every-
one and more costeftective to
properly address these issues to
prevent them from happening
in the first place.

First Nations are frustrated by
having to deal with these issues
on an ongoing basis, while gov-
ernments at all levels are willing
to fasttrack or provide support
to industry and corporations
that want to go into these
northern territories. On the one
hand, the government is willing
to support mining companies
and corporations moving into
these remote northern regions,
while at the same time with-
holding or providing insuf-
ficient support to the First
Nation people who live there.

We have to create a situation
and a standard of living where
we prioritize people first and
make these communities as safe
and comfortable as the rest of
Canada.

www.underthenorthernsky.com

submitted photo
Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre (SLMHC) welcomed its first newborn of 2026. Hannah Doxtater-Wynn and Benoit Mailhot
welcomed the arrival of their son, Elessar Mailhot, on January 2 at 2:08 a.m. The baby boy weighs seven pounds, eight ounces and
measures 19.7 inches, or 50 centimetres long.

Christmas Is All About Love

Xavier
Kataquapit

UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

Christmas is just around the
corner and everyone is getting
into the spirit of the holidays
with music, decorations, depart-
ment store shopping and stock-
ing up on food for big family
feasts. Decorations are happen-
ing everywhere and this year,
we had an early supply of cold
and snow, so we in the north,
will definitely have a picture
post card Christmas filled with
mounds of white, frost and
crystalline snow.

This is also a bittersweet
time for myself and many other
people. We lost people during
the holidays and there are tragic
memories or commemorations
that are inextricably tied to this
time of year. We also have to
deal with rampant consumerism
where we are constantly bad-
gered, bothered or encouraged
to buy, spend and consume as
much as possible whether we
have the money or not. As the
world grows more and more
financially difficult for all of us,
it is getting harder and harder
every year to fulfill that promise
of achieving the Hollywood,
Hallmark, all American white
Christmas we’ve all grown up to
see in movies and TV shows.

For those of us who are

older, Christmas is also a double
edged sword of happiness and
nostalgia. Many of us celebrate
these holidays without those
same people we always had in
our lives. I'll always remember
my childhood Christmases with
my parents in Attawapiskat. My
mom Susan would conduct her
annual tradition of making her
own homemade Christmas fruit
cake. When we were young, she
only had time and resources to
make one mid sized cake and
that treat would be cut up into
blocks that would be handed
out to aunts, uncles and grand
parents that we would visit
during this time of year. Mom
would take time to see her
Paulmartin/Rose family and
my dad Marius would lead us
to visit as much of the Kataqua-
pit family as possible. By the
time I was a teenager and my
older siblings had started their
families, mom produced five or
more large Christmas cakes dur-
ing the holidays.

The bright side to Christmas
is in seeing children who are
experiencing their first life long
memories of this holiday. It’s
exciting to see young people
being excited, thrilled and
happy to look forward to the
delivery of presents by Santa on
Christmas morning.

Santa Claus was always an
unusual image for us in the
1980s. Mom and dad didn’t
fully understand it and all we
ever saw was a commercial
image of a jolly old man in a
red suit that was everywhere
in pictures, videos, movies and

decorations. To me, he was
always just another decoration
that came with European ideas
of Christmas and the images
of the Christmas tree, tinsel,
colour lights and Christmas
cards. Santa to me had more to
do with Coca Cola advertising
than anything else.

Like everyone else in North
America, my family participated
in the tradition of buying and
giving gifts, even though we
were considered poor, mom and
dad always found a way to find
a gift for all nine children. We
participated as best we could
but it was a surreal time for me.
It was also a very chaotic period
as there was still a great deal of
alcohol abuse in the 1980s and
it created many terrorizing and
traumatic situations for our fam-
ily and community members.

I am a great believer in
going along with anything that
makes people happy and that
includes Christmas. Anything
that brings a smile and sparkle
to a child’s face, even if it is as
fleeting as gifts or images that
is something good. These days
things are better in many ways
back in my home community
with my family, friends, relations
and community members mak-
ing a good living in the areas of
health, education, transport and
business opportunities.

Although alcohol abuse has
lessened, it has been replaced by
an epidemic of drug abuse with
all kinds of newer modern drugs
like opioids and Fentanyl. These
drugs are small items that are
casily hidden and transported

and due to their easily hidden
nature and toxicity, they are
causing a huge problem for
remote First Nations as well
as every other Indigenous and
nonlndigenous community
across Canada. The combina-
tion of alcohol or drug abuse
this time of year in freezing
temperatures is also a major
concern as people can become
incapacitated at the wrong time,
in the wrong place and put
themselves in danger of hypo-
thermia.

Our First Nation leadership
is aware of all this and they
are doing their best to direct
funding towards experienced
First Nation drug and alcohol
addiction counsellors and sup-
port workers. My hope this year
is for everyone to have a safe,
happy and meaningful Christ-
mas. This is a time for kindness
and being good to each other
and making sure that children
feel loved, supported and cared
for. If you need help, then reach
out to First Nation alcohol and
drug abuse counsellors, tradi-
tional healing circles or a sup-
port worker in your area. There
are also Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA) and Narcotics Anonymous
(NA) meetings, or even tradi-
tional teachers and elders you
can reach out to for support.

Sometimes the best gift you
can give to your children is to
make sure that you are taken
care of, so that you can provide
them with the best loving care
possible.
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FWHP to hold Indigenous storytelling sessions

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Sachigo  Lake’s  Elliott
Cromarty will be helping to
share stories at Fort William
Historical Park’s (FWHP)
Indigenous Night Sky Storytell-
ing sessions on Feb. 5, 19 and
26. Dave Bates, canoe builder at
FWHP and a Métis citizen, will
also be sharing stories during
the sessions, which begin at the
Anishinaabe Encampment site
and move on to view the con-
stellations and the collections
at the David Thompson Astro-
nomical Observatory.

“We’re going to be teach-
ing about Indigenous perspec-
tives on the night sky, and how
Anishinabe peoples and other
Indigenous cultures utilize the
sky,” says Cromarty, Indigenous
heritage program coordinator
at FWHP. “Throughout the
couple of hours that visitors are
here they’ll get a chance to, if
the weather is agreeable, hope-
fully observe some stars and be
able to see the night sky and the
constellations. They’ll also have
an opportunity to visit with
Dave and myself at the Anishi-
naabe Encampment in the wig-
wams next to a fire and listen to
some of the fun stories before
we go to see the constellations
that we refer to and then as
well get a chance to visit at the
Observatory and see some of
our collections up there.”

Cromarty says they will have
a fire going in the wigwam for
the storytelling.

“Usually the wigwams are
pretty comfortable with a good
fire going, it’s a nice enclosed
space,” Cromarty says. “There
will be opportunities where
visitors can warm up as well
because there will also be some
time spent inside the (David
Thompson Astronomical

PROTECT
ONTARIO
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Fort William Historical Park will be holding three Indigenous Night
Sky Storytelling sessions on Feb. 5, 19 and 26.

Observatory) as well.”

The David Thompson Astro-
nomical Observatory features
a collection of meteorites and
authentic astronomy instru-
ments used by explorers such as
David Thompson in the 1700s.

“We have some really impres-
sive amounts of meteorites and
all kinds of impact glass,” Bates
says. “You can handle and hold
bits of space in the palm of your
hand, so when we talk about
the story of shooting stars, you
can then hold one which is very
exciting, for me anyway.”

Cromarty says there is a lot
of interest in learning about the
Indigenous perspectives on the
sky.

“We’ve been doing this
program for a number of
years now,” Cromarty says.
“Throughout the years we’ve
also had different storytell-
ers come throughout the park
that have worked here over the
years. It’s always evolving, it’s
always changing.”

“And the stories that are told,
they change too depending
upon the season and upon who
is telling them,” Bates says.

Cromarty and Bates say their
favourite story is the Fisher in
the Sky.

“There’s different versions
of the story and I think Dave
and I know different versions,”
Cromarty says. “But my version

Pave your path to
a successful career

We're training over one million workers for
in-demand careers, so you can build a stable,
secure future for you and your community.

Join the skilled trades

of it in essence is the Earth is
encrusted in snow, and it’s win-
ter all year round.”

Cromarty says the Anishinabe
see the Big Dipper as the Fisher,
which rotates throughout the
sky during the year.

“At one point in the season
it’s on its back, laying dead, but
then eventually as the seasons
change it’s back on its feet and
alive again,” Cromarty says.

Bates says they ran the whole
Indigenous Night Sky Storytell-
ing event at the David Thomp-
son Astronomical Observatory
last year.

“There were a couple of
really cold nights,” Bates says.
“I brought a bunch of the furs
from the Encampment up to
the Observatory. People were
coming outside and (we were)
telling them some of the stories
about some of the animals that
you can find in the nighttime
sky.”

FWHP is also holding the
Voyageur Winter Carnival on
Feb. 14-15 with indoor and
outdoor activities, a kid’s sliding
hill, winter games and contests,
live music, artisan demonstra-
tions, farm animals and deli-
cious food.

Information about the Indig-
enous Night Sky Storytelling
and Voyageur Winter Carnival
events is posted online at: fwhp.
ca/events/.

Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Level Up
Skilled Trades
Program

Oshki-Wenjack Trades and Training is
inviting NAN First Nations to sign up for
the fully funded Level Up skilled trades
training program.

Please contact trades@oshki.ca to
learn about the benefits to your
community and secure your training
intake.

Electrician

Millwright

Plumber

Carpenter

Welder

Heavy Duty Equipment Technician

*Intakes on a first-come, first-served basis.

106 Centennial Square,

3 = & ) Thunder Bay
[{ i 4 OSHKI-WENJACK 1-807-626-1880
%/ THE WEMIACK EDUEATION INSTITUTE ﬂﬂd&s@ﬂsr’kﬂca
7= oshki-wenjack.ca

Book your ad for the
Next Edition
of Wawatay News today!
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JON NISKANEN - SALES
807-684-8258 - OFFICE
647-929-5596 - CELL

__Auto Sales

uto Sales

STOCK #6044
2022 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE
AWD, 2.5L 4CYL
Loaded! Heated Seats, CarPlay
$33,399

Nl

STOCK #5941
2022 CHEVY EQUINOX RS
AWD, 1.5L TURBO 4CYL
Nav, Remote Start, CarPlay
$30,399

STOCK #5886
2018 TOYOTA RAV4 SE
AWD, 2.5L 4CYL
Only 27k! Mint, Loaded
$30,399

STOCK #6036

434 MEMORIAL AVE
Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 3Y7

STOCK #5923 :
2018 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

AWD, 3.5L V6
Loaded, 7 Seater! Tow Hitch
$28,399

STOCK #5919 STOCK #6037 STOCK #6043
2021 JEEP COMPASS 2018 HYUNDAI SANTA FE XL 2017 HONDA PILOT TOURING 2020 CHEVY BLAZER

4x4, 2.4L 4CYL AWD, 7 Seater, Loaded! AWD, 3.5L V6 AWD, 3.5L V6

CarPlay, Loaded, Terrain Mode Loaded, CarPlay, Remote Start Remote Start, Leather, Loaded! CarPlay, Loaded!
$27,399 $24,399 $25,399 $22,399
A ' -

JON NISKANEN - SALES A t I 434 MEMORIAL AVE
807-684-8258 - OFFICE u o a e 5 THUNDER BAY, ON
647-929-5596 - CELL . ’ i P7B 3Y7

jonniskanen@tbaytel.net

truvalue@tbaytel.net

STOCK #6042
2020 RAM 1500 LARAMIE
4x4, 5.7L HEMI V8
Nav, Leather, 12" Screen
$42,399

STOCK #6047
2017 FORD F150 FX4
4x4, 3.5L V6 Ecoboost
5.5ft Box, Loaded, Low Kms!

$35,399
o]

=

‘te i
STOCK #6039
2018 FORD F150 XLT
4x4, 3.5L V6 Ecoboost
Nav, Remote Start, Light Bar
$28,399

STOCK #6019
2016 FORD 150 SPORT
4x4, 3.5L V6
Remote start, Nav, Loaded!
$23,399

STOCK #6045
2022 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
4x4, 5.3L V8
New Style Screen, Remote Start
$41,399

T

STOCK #6007
2021 RAM LARAMIE DIESEL
4x4, 3.0L V6 Ecodiesel
Nav, Leather, CarPlay
$32,399

STOCK #6003
2015 RAM 1500 SPORT
4x4, 5.7L HEMI V8
Remote start, Heated Seats
$27,399

L

!

STOCK #5935
2016 RAM 1500
4x4, 3.6L V6
Crew Cab, 5'5ft Box, Bluetooth
$22,399

STOCK #6048
2020 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
4x4, 5.3L V8
Double Cab, Cloth, CarPlay

$37,399

STOCK #6032
2017 RAM LARAMIE LONGHORN
4x4, 5.7L HEMI V8
Crew Cab, Leather, Remote Start

$30,399

STOCK #6000
2014 GMC SIERRA Z71
4x4, 4.3L V6
Topper, Bluetooth, 6'6ft Box

$26,399

STOCK #5995
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO
4x4, 4.3L V6
Double Cab, 5'5ft Box, Back-Up Cam
$22,399

¢ WEpc S
N
STOCK #5975
2017 RAM LTD. LONGHORN
4x4, 5.7L HEMI V8
Nav, Leather, LOADED!
$36,399

2018 Ford F150 XLT Sport
4x4, 5.0L V8
Nav, Bluetooth, Trailer Assist
$30,399

-y

STOCK #5950
2016 CHEVY SILVERADO
4x4, 4.3L V6
Clean! Bluetooth, 5'5ft Box
$24,399

MEMEER
USED CAR DEALERS

UCDA

ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO
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Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
North Caribou Lake (Round Lake or Weagamow) has had all-season
road access since a bridge was built in 2017.

Windigo calls for investment
in all-season road network

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Windigo First Nations
Council (WENC) and Four
First Nations Group have
called for a federal government
investment in a $318 million,
613-kilometre all-season road
network to six remote fly-in
communities in northwestern
Ontario. The call for investment
in the project, which would be
the largest Indigenous road
infrastructure project in the
country, was made in response
to Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney’s federal budget announce-
ment in November 2025. The
federal budget was described as
“a plan to build the major infra-
structure, homes and indus-
tries that grow our economy
and create lasting prosperity”
in a federal government press
release.

“We are coming forward
today with a shovel-ready trans-
formative infrastructure proj-
ect,” says Frank McKay, council
chair and CEO at WENC, in
a Nov. 27 press release. “With
federal investment partnership
support, we could achieve con-
struction starts next year and
completion of the new road
network in four to five years.”

McKay says they had not
received a response from the
federal government about the
call for investment in the all-
season road as of Jan. 8.

“We haven’t heard any-
thing from the government,
we haven’t had any response at
all,” McKay says. “We wrote a
letter to him (Carney) too also,
to his office. There has been no
word.”

WENC states in the press
release that a 2025 business case
prepared by Deloitte Canada
found that greater affordability
and lower cost of living would
be the biggest economic ben-
efit of the all-season roads. The
business case estimates that,
overall, the communities could
expect a 50 per cent savings in
the cost of essential goods like
food, fuel and building supplies.

“For every dollar the federal
government invests in the all-
season road network, we expect
$1.60 to $2.70 will be returned
in wider economic benefits to
Canada, Ontario and the First
Nation communities — this is

how we build economic pros-
perity and resilience,” McKay
says. “We’ve been at this since
2008, and planning out the
routing and trying to improve
the winter road with the time
that’s available to us during the
winter. But it’s getting shorter
and shorter to be able to get
all the supplies and materials
in that we require in our com-
munities, and it’s getting unsafe
and unreliable for our com-
munity members to continue
to drive that (winter) road, so
that’s why the decision was
made by the chiefs and the
communities.”

McKay says they consulted
with all of their communities to
see where they stood in relation
to having an all-season road.

“It was 95 per cent support
for it to move forward on the
proposal,” McKay says, noting
that they have been working on
preparing plans for the all-sea-
son road network. “The rout-
ing has been established and we
also need to have a road design,
which is a requirement that we
need to undertake before we
can start construction.”

North Caribou Lake Chief
Cornelius Benson says his com-
munity has seen some differ-
ences since a bridge was built in
2017 to provide them with all-
season road access.

“Since we’ve had that road
there’s been traffic going back
and forth,” Benson says, not-
ing that transport trucks can
now bring in supplies at any
time throughout the year and
community members can also
drive south to bring in grocer-
ies and other supplies. “We
have the road access, and some
people think that the social
problem increases as a result of
(that access). I don’t see it that
way, because we have the same
problem as other people in the
remote, fly-in communities.
Having the road doesn’t make
that much difference here.”

Benson adds that the air-
lines with scheduled flights are
still getting passengers from his
community.

“I don’t see any difference,
they still have people jumping
on the plane going out,” Ben-
son says. “We still have people
using the airlines to go some-
where.”
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Funding announced for Indigenous
economic development projects

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Thunder Bay-Superior North
MP Patty Hajdu announced a
total of $850,000 in funding
for 14 Indigenous economic
development projects across
the country on Jan. 14 at Delta
Hotels Thunder Bay. The fund-
ing will support engagement,
capacity-building and knowl-
edge-sharing activities tied to
critical minerals-related clean
energy and transportation infra-
structure projects.

“Supporting Indigenous-
led initiatives goes beyond
economic reconciliation,” says
Hajdu, minister of Jobs and
Families and minister respon-
sible for the Federal Economic
Development Agency for
Northern Ontario. “Northern
Ontario is stronger when Indig-
enous leadership and knowledge
help shape our shared future,
creates good jobs and builds
sustainable economies and part-
nerships across the region.”

The funding for communities
in northern Ontario included
$75,000 for the Mushkegowuk
Council’s Aski Mamohitowin
-<47P LJ"AD-A> - Mushkeg-
owuk Gathering on Land and
Development project; $50,000
for Nibinamik’s Indigenous
Engagement to Inform Fea-
sibility of a Utility Corridor
in the Ring of Fire Region
project; and $50,000 each
for Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan
Anishinaabek, Aroland, Bingwi
Neyaashi Anishinaabek, Biin-
jitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaa-

bek, Ginoogaming and Red
Rock Indian Band for their
Formation of Project Partner-
ship and Community Engage-
ment to Support FPIC for the
Greenstone Transmission Line
Upgrade projects.

“Nations are seeking reliable,
sustainable sources of critical
minerals to support the transi-
tion to clean energy, decarbon-
ize their industries and anchor
tomorrows prosperity, and
we’ve talked a lot about criti-
cal minerals and critical min-
eral development obviously
in northern Ontario,” Hajdu
says. “When you talk to some-
one in southern Ontario, the
only thing they think is Ring
of Fire — of course there’s a lot
of other critical mineral devel-
opment and a lot of mining in
this region, but in order to do
this properly we have to do it
with Indigenous peoples, not to
Indigenous peoples.”

“And we can’t do that any-
more, we can’t actually grow
our economy if we are not
going to include the full par-
ticipation of Indigenous peo-
ples and ensure that the way
we develop materials, whether
it’s critical minerals or other
materials that we can sell to the
world for things that the world
needs, are done with respect of
the land and with respect of the
peoples that have been on this
land since time immemorial,”
Hajdu says. The federal govern-
ment recognizes the immense
strategic importance of criti-
cal minerals, and that’s why in
Budget 2025 we set out this

transformative path and a host
of new tools to secure min-
ing’s place at (the) heart of our
strong and clean economy.”

Hajdu says they launched the
First and Last Mile Fund in the
budget, which will build upon
the successful model established
by the existing $1.5 billion
Critical Minerals Infrastructure
Fund to support the develop-
ment of upstream and mid-
stream segments of the coun-
try’s mineral supply chain.

“This fund will include dedi-
cated funding to support Indig-
enous engagement, leadership
and participation in critical
minerals development recog-
nizing that responsibility for
inclusive growth, the central
role of Indigenous peoples in
Canada’s clean energy transi-
tion and economic growth,”
Hajdu says. “With tools like
this, the goal is clear — we’re
investing in (a) strong, sustain-
able and sovereign critical min-
erals economy while advanc-
ing reconciliation by ensuring
Indigenous participation. We’re
laying the groundwork to posi-
tion Canada and all its regions
including northern Ontario as
leaders in the new age of clean
growth. Being a global leader
in critical minerals means more
than extraction, it means lead-
ing with reconciliation, sustain-
ability and innovation at the
heart of what we do, it means
making sure that communities
are part of that journey and that
Indigenous leadership is the
head of Canada’s clean economy
agenda.”

INVEST FOR THE FUTURE

If you have recently received money for a treaty
settlement or simply wish to invest, we would be
pleased to discuss the many options available to you.

Assante Capital Management,
Canada’'s premiere private client firm.

Visit our office at 180 Park Avenue, Thunder Bay,
call 1-807-683-4583 or email
jhoskinson@assante.com

: V' Z Y
Joan Hoskinson, B cre CFP

Certified Financial Planner

ABA Dental Clinic

* Hygiene Cleanings

* Teeth Extractions with 1.v.
moderate sedation

* Periodontal Care

THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO

Serving Indigenous communities
for over 21 years.

* Root Canals
* Orthodontics
* and more

Request an appointment today!

(807) 626-8001| info@abadental.ca

Patients from First Nations

communities typically receive

all their dental work at our

clinic during a two to three day
s lrip to Thunder Bay.

Memorial
Ave

Hartsous Expy

| abadental.ca
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+ Associates

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

WHAT CANTEXPECT FROM COUNSELLING?

Counselling provides an opportunity to tell your story. We provide counselling services in-person, online
We feel there are many important aspects to a helpful and by telephone for all mental health issues with
counselling session. It is important that our counsellors: the most common issues being:

* Help clients to feel comfortable * Trauma

* Be non-judgemental * Grief and Loss

* Be culturally sensitive * Anxiety

* Allow the client to decide what issues to talk about * Depression

* Teach coping skills for mental health * Anger

* Be a good clinical match for our clients * Addictions
At Sullivan + Associates Clinical Psychology, For counselling services, we are happy to help clients
we have 40 Master's and Doctoral-level access funding through Health Canada’s First Nations
Counsellors who provide service for children, and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB) and Indian Residential
adolescents, adults, couples and families. School (IRS) programs.

]




Wawatay News

JANUARY 23, 2026

<qU dMd-Aa?

Communit
KI-Wapekeka declares permanent land protection

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninu-
wug (KI) and Wapekeka have
declared three million hect-
ares of their homeland, called
Anishininew Aki in Anishinini-
imowin, as permanently pro-
tected in northwestern Ontario.
The lands include the KI land
withdrawal area and the Fawn
River Indigenous Protected
Area, which consist of largely
intact boreal forest and wet-
lands, clean lakes and healthy
rivers covering an area 48 times
larger than the city of Toronto.

“This has been a long-stand-
ing issue for the community
and community leadership,”
says KI Chief Donny Morris in
a Nov. 27 press release. “When
we say diplomatic, we’re serious
about an honest dialogue with
Ontario to move this forward
toward permanent protection
of the three million hectares.

We need to leave some green
behind. We don’t know what
the future will look like.”

The press release states that
77 per cent of Anishininew Aki
has already been withdrawn
from mining.

“This area is important for
the planet and our communi-
ties, (and it) is playing a role in
helping to fight climate change
by safeguarding a watershed
that provides clean drinking
water for all life, habitat for the
fish, water life and animals, food
and travel ways for our people,
moisture for the air and rich car-
bon peatlands our people refer
to as the breathing lands,” Mor-
ris says.

Wapekeka Deputy Chief
Allan Brown says in the press
release that their Elders have
been telling them that water is
essential for life.

“This is for us: to protect our
water,” Brown says. “Canada
and Ontario signed the treaty
with us and it’s intended to be

ongoing in implementation.
It doesn’t expire. Right now,
Ontario appears more interested
in mining and development.”

Jacob Ostaman, lands and
environment director at KI, says
his community has been work-
ing on the protection of their
homelands since the Platinex
issue in the 2000s.

“Our KI chief and council
leadership ended up in jail for
68 days,” Ostaman says. “They
were sentenced for six months
but with pressure from differ-
ent allies and friends from all
over the country and perhaps
the world, they were released.
Those charges stemmed from
some issues that happened in
the past like protesting against
Platinex’s exploration and so
on.”

Leaders from the Wildlands
League, Wildlife Conservation
Society Canada and National
Audubon Society also expressed
their support for the permanent
protection of Anishininew Aki.

THE WINTER
ROAD SEASON
IS SHORT.

MAKE THE MOST
OF IT WITH NADF’S
WINTER ROAD
FINANCING PROGRAM.

Get pre-approved and be ready
to move your inventory when
the winter roads open.

“We’ve been honoured to
support KI and now Wapekeka
for 20 years,” says Jan Sumner,
executive director at Wildlands
League. “These lands are a
powerful natural solution to
climate holding more than 1.7
billion tonnes of carbon in their
soils. The world owes these
leaders an immense debt of
gratitude. This is how we make
progress on achieving the ambi-
tious goals of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework aimed at halting and
reversing biodiversity loss by
2030

Constance O’Connor, direc-
tor, Ontario Northern Boreal
Program at Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society Canada, says they
are proud to support KI and
Wapekeka in their work to pro-
tect their homelands and the
wildlife that depends on them.

“Conservation must respect
and uphold the rights of Indig-
enous peoples to safeguard their
lands, worldviews and knowl-

edge systems,” O’Connor says.
“The lands, waters and wildlife
of Anishininew Aki represent
one of the world’s rare intact
areas of boreal forest, peatlands
that are combatting climate
change and free-flowing rivers.
These ecosystems are essential
for species at risk such as boreal
and migratory caribou and
lake sturgeon, which require
large untrammeled areas for
migration, breeding and feed-
ing and are highly sensitive to
human disturbance. Anishin-
inew Aki and the surrounding
area remain a refuge for many
northern species at a time when
development pressures continue
to increase across northern
regions.”

Jettrey Wells, vice-president,
Canada Program at National
Audubon Society, says the
National Audubon Society sup-
ports KI and Wapekeka in their
conservation vision for their
homelands.

“Anishininew Aki supports

millions of nesting birds that
migrate south to the U.S., Mex-
ico, the Caribbean and Central
and South America,” Wells says.
“The conservation of these rich
ecological lands that are glob-
ally important for birds will be
an amazing gift to the world.”

Kiiwetinoong  MPP  Sol
Mamakwa says it is very clear
that KI and Wapekeka have
jurisdiction over their home-
lands.

“I think the declaration is a
rightful assertion of their sov-
ereignty and it’s important that
the government of Ontario cer-
tainly honour and recognize the
declaration,” Mamakwa says.
“I believe that KI and Wape-
keka are asserting their inher-
ent rights, they’re asserting
their title, they’re asserting their
sovereignty to permanently safe-
guard the ways of life, the land
and the well-being of all.”

Py

Let’s Start

Waawoono

CONSULTANCY

For Nations in the North, true sovereignty
means economic independence.

Waawoono bridges the gap between
ancestral values & modern industry.

¢ Trust & Wealth Management

Strategies

Comprehensive Community

Planning

We specialize in:

¢ Capital Raising &
Infrastructure Finance

¢ Financial Management &
Policy Development

¢ Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA)
Negotiation

@ waawoono.ca

The Journey «_ (07 357-5320

Together.

Thunder Bay, ON

M jason@waawoono.ca
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Mike Was A Beacon Of Love And Friendship

Xavier
Kataquapit

UNDER THE

lost the love of my life
Michael McGrath this past

Sunday December 28, 2025.

He was a bright light that shone
for so many people in our fami-
lies but also in a circle of friends
that seemed to span the world.
Mike was born and raised
in Iroquois Falls into a grand
Irish Canadian family that origi-
nated from the Ottawa valley.
His mother Emily McGrath
imparted in him her kind and
gentle spirit and his grand-
mother Margaret Dunn, whom
everyone knew as Granny,
guided and influenced his
life. Their home was centred
around the family piano where
Mike and his sister Patty were
serenaded from birth by their
aunts Celia, Rita, Sara and Tes-
sie. Their family then grew to
include Celia’s husband Johnny
Mercier; Rita’s husband Everett
Elliott, Sara’s husband Don
Paquette and Tessie’s husband

Harvey Ruddy.

One of his greatest pas-
sions in life was music and as
a teenager, he joined with a
core group of friends includ-
ing Barry Peever, Alex Cutten,
Robin Olaveson, Rob Smith,
Steve Lough and Ron Lefebvre
who shared their musical talents
or their love for music in their
band ‘More Of The Sayme’.
They stuck together like a band
of brothers during those pivotal
years of the 1960s when music,
culture and ideas were changing.

As a young boy, he was
introduced to motorcycles by a
neighbour Gaston “Tots” Las-
celle and that passion for riding,
combined with his talent as a
writer, turned into a career that
took him far from home to the
city of Toronto. He went on to
work for the corporate world
at the provincial and national
levels. Out of the corporate
world, he built many friendships
including a lifelong connection
to Ted and Irene Casey, who
allowed him to explore new
ideas and passions for life.

His sister Patty also built her
life in the south when she mar-
ried John Bradley, a Mohawk
from Six Nations. They had a
daughter Brooke and from that
moment, Mike treated his niece

like a princess that he absolutely
loved and adored. The Bradley
family also became an integral
part of his life as they showed
only love, friendship, wisdom
and guidance. When Brooke
married her husband Rob and
they had their two children Jack
and Brynn, Mike’s world shone
a lot brighter knowing that these
two new people were in his life.
He never knew his father but
later in life he discovered his
dad James ‘Jimmy’ McGrath
came from an Irish Canadian
family in Toronto. James was a
Second World War veteran who
took part in the infamous Battle
of the Scheldt in late 1944,
where he was wounded and he
also lost his younger 18 year
old brother Patrick McGrath
to this same conflict. We also
discovered that two brothers
Frank and Bernard also took
part in the war. This sad chapter
of Mike’s family history further
entrenched his disdain for war.
It became a constant reminder
of how war is driven by wealth
and that it only destroys the
lives of those without money.
Mike constantly sought out
ways to use his talents to rep-
resent others. In Toronto he
worked with good friends Paul
Toutant and Marie Jose Lacroix

Business Director

who persuaded him and his four
legged friend Nicky to move to
Montreal. In this city, he met
the Doan family who were Viet-
namese and they treated him
and Nicky like one of their own.
No matter where Mike trav-
elled, it seemed he made power-
ful friendships everywhere.

He never forgot the north
and he returned to Iroquois
Falls where he became Museum
Curator and later an Editor
for the local newspaper The
Enterprise. He reconnected
with everyone and became
great friends with local artist
Alana Pierini and her husband
Lee Holmes. He also never lost
touch with Don Keast, an old
family friend who shared his
knowledge of sobriety and how
to lead a healthier life.

Mike always searched for
new ways to help others and
in Timmins, he worked with
Indigenous organizations to
help promote First Nations arts,
culture and language. Again,
he built lifelong friendships
including my own family the
Kataquapits in Timmins. It was
through this friendship that he
met my cousin Ron Kataquapit
and they took their shared love
for music to build a new music
group they titled ‘Under The

Northern Sky’. They worked
alongside Mike’s cousin John
Elliott, a talented musician to
produce an album “Spirit Of
The Wolf” that included a series
of original songs.

I met Mike through Ron and
when we first connected, he
saw my interest in writing and
encouraged me to become a
writer. He became my mentor
in so many ways and taught me
how to use communications as
a way to represent and advocate
for my people. He pushed me to
write a regular column in May
1998 and I haven’t stopped since.

Not only did we work
together but we travelled
together as we both wanted to
see the world. We went to 35
countries and saw every major
world ocean, the Pyramids,
ancient Roman and Greek
ruins, historic European centers,
South Asian countries, Carib-
bean locations, South American
sites and rode our motorcycles
right across Canada.

Mike was like a never end-
ing stream of activity, love and
friendship. No matter where
we went in the world he made
friends. He gravitated to any
old piano and he amazed people
everywhere with how easily he
could sing an old tune or come

sitted poto
World traveling was always a
passion for Mike McGrath pic-
tured here in the Andes Moun-
tains at Machu Pichu in Peru in
2018.

up with a new one. There are far
too many stories for me to share
here of Mike’s life and how he
connected and touched so many
people. His only lasting wish
for everyone is that everyone
do their very best to love one
another, to question war, to
stand up against inequality in
wealth, to lead a clean sober life
and do more to make a better,
healthier world for everyone.
Keesahkeeehtinnan Mike. We
love you Mike.

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Are you feeling lonely? Depressed?

Need to talk? We’re here to listen.
We-Chee-Way-Win
is a 24-hour Telephone Answering Service.

Why not give us a call?

1-800-465-2600

“All calls are kept strictly confidential.”

Commercial - Residential - Industrial - Cottage

« Security Systems « 24hr ULC Monitoring - Camera Systems « Card Access
« Electronic Door Controls - Lock Sales, Repairs, Rekeys - Deadbolts - Padlocks
- Safe Opening & Repairs - Restricted Key Systems - Doors and Hardware

Phone: 807-468-7878
1221 HWY 17 West, Keewatin | Toll Free: 1-888-893-6488

50
¢ OF

- FREE SAMPLES! -

DO YOU LOVE CHOCOLATE!

We have

RED CANDY APPLES, O
CARAMEL APPLES

FUD

BRING THIS COUPON FOR: 1

ANY CARAMEL APPLE or °
PIECE OF HOMEMADE FUDGE &=

2z
o
g ROCKY Pbp =
(o]

INTERCITY SHOPPING CENTRE, THUNDER BAY, ON. PTB-6B9 (807) 623.3233

Commercial Printing
Office Supplies
Computer Services
Promotional Materials

@Safeguard’“

Business Systems by Herman Hanschke

6 Court Street S.
P.O.Box 10175
Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

HERMAN HANSCHKE

herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Tel: (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983
Cell: (807) 627-6414
Fax: (807) 344-1581

Alcona Storage

Phone: 807-738-8888
Web site: www.alconastorage.ca
SIOUX LOOKOUT, ON

Auto Parts

PLAY IT AGAIN

RTS

SIPC

[ﬁ BUMPER TO BUMPER™

SicxcRelk

ForFast;

920 Memorial Avenue
(Beside Halfway Motors)

807-622-8282

Thunder Bay, Ontario

Largest Sporting Goods Supplier in NW Ontario

Trade in to Trade up!

www.playitagainsportsthunderbay.com

HOCKEY - BASEBALL -FITNESS: GOLF

‘%Za—gel’z—do—win

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence
For Indigenous Communities In Ontario

1-800-669-2538 | zicresources.ca

Licensed Service & Repair Facility
Automotive, Truck & Coach

C.A.rIs

Heavy Equipment

807-737-4643

MTO Safety Inspection Station - Napa Autocare Centre
Tires o Manuli Hydraulics Authorized Dealer
Flatbed Towing - Welding - Linde/Praxair Depot

1-877-337-4643

)\
A7/

MALLONS

LLOm

PROMOTIONAL
{ CLOTHING &
PRODUCTS

PROUDLY l.'lb‘l'HEIII & PRODUCED IN NW ONTARIO
THUNDE

- SINCE 1981

Your BRAND. Your COMPANY, Your TEAM. Your SAFETY,
Call: 807-346-4445 or 800-376-6665

Book your Wawatay News ad today!

Contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura, Phone: 807 6226000
Fax: 807 6226010

toms@wawatay.on.ca
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Job Posting

Deep Geological Repository (DGR) for Canada's
‘Eﬁ'?m_im CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO) Used Nuclear Fuel Project

Comments invited and funding available

Wawatay Communications Society is currently looking for a dynamic and results- J{;“ I:*-IEH MEEIfME — The Nuclear Waste Mmmentegrgqnsaﬁﬂn
driven Chief Executive Officer (CEO) who brings management expertise and embodies en IS proposing & new undergroun P 9E0IogIc
the mandate and mission in service of Nishnawbe Aski Nation communities. repository system designed to safely contain and isolate used nuclear

. . . , , fuel near Ignace, Ontario.
Wawatay Communications Society serves the communication needs of First Nations

people and the communities of Nishnawbe Aski Nation. It does this through the The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) and the Canada

distribution of a monthly newspaper, daily radio programming, other communication Muclear Safety Commission (the CNSC) invite you to review the

services and a multimedia website that seeks to preserve and enhance indigenous summary of the Initial Project Description and provide comments on

languages and cultures of Indigenous people in northern Ontario. the proposed project. This will help IAAC and the CMSC prepare a
.. summary of issues for the proponent.

Mission

“To provide media capabilities and content that address the unique needs of the Visit the project homepage on the Canadian Impact Assessment

Nist?nawbe people.” P : Regizstry (canada.calciar), reference number 88774, to:

The membership of the Society — 49 First Nation communities within the territory of « Leamn more about the projects.

Nishnawbe Aski Nation— formally adopted the above mandate and mission statement

¥ COmme i . M.
at an Annual General Membership Meeting on May 5-6, 2004. Submit your nts oniine by 11:59 p.m. on

February 4, 2026. All comments will be

Location: Thunder Bay, Sioux Lookout, Timmins published to the Regisiry.

Position Summary: * Apply for participant funding by February 4, 2026. ==

The CEO serves as the chief executive of Wawatay Communications Society + Join an information session to leam more about E

and in partnership with the Board, is responsible for the success of the Wawatay the project and the integrated impact Sean the QR-Code
Communications Society. Reporting directly to the Board of Directors, the CEO is assessment process. o visit the project
responsible for creating and implementing a clear sense of direction for the Wawatay H tion? homepage.
Communications Society and its related businesses by defining, communicating, aveanq lon=

anq overseeing the Corporation’s mission, goals, operating principles, and strategic Wirite to us at NuclearWaste-DechetMucleaire@iaac-aeic.ge.ca or visit

actions.

The .Posnlon will be P?sted until Filled  Start Date: AISAP | For media inquiries with the IAAC, contact T —
Applicants can send their resume, cover letter and contact information for references

(in confidence) to: For media inquiries with the CNSC, contact
Board Chair Nick Day nickday@sandylakefn.com mediarelstions-relationsmedias{@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca.

canada.caliaac.

Board Vice Chair Vivian Waswa vivianw@wunnumin.ca

For full job description please visit www.wawataynews.ca

Canadi
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APPLY NOW o
Confederation

COLLEGE




Wawatay News JANUARY 23, 2026 -<1']U dMJ-Aa?

JOIN NAPS
AND BECOME

A COMMUNITY
LEADER!

Did you know? NAPS officers are
among the highest paid in Ontario,
enjoy unparalleled work-life balance
with two-week-on two-week-off
rotations, and receive unrivaled
promotional opportunities.

YOU can be a police officer in YOUR
community, or travel to one of our 34
communities across Northern Ontario.

Start your journey
today and

Apply NOW at
joinnaps.ca




