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Blending Tradition with Technology

Attawapiskat implements drug search policy
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Attawapiskat Chief Ignace Gull 
wants to share the steps his community 
followed to implement a drug search 
policy in the community to combat ille-
gal drugs.

“What we’re doing is we’re saving 
lives,” Gull says. “We’re trying to save 
young children and the unborn. That 
is why we are doing it. It is very impor-
tant to share the steps that we took in 
order to be able to do it the way we did 
it.”

Gull says a petition was signed by 
418 people in 2015 to mandate the 
chief and council to do something 
about the illegal drugs that were being 
brought into the community.

“We lost two young people from 
the same family, a young woman and 
a young man,” Gull says. “They died 
through overdose from speed.”

Gull says the mother asked the chief 
and council to do something about the 
illegal drug situation in Attawapiskat.

“It took a few years to get started,” 
Gull says. “We had to figure out how to 
do it, and we went through struggles 
just to do what we are doing because 

we didn’t have the resources to do it. 
We had to bring in the resources from 
the outside.”

Gull says there has been a “very 
good” response from the community to 
the drug search policy.

“There has been a lot of positive 
change,” Gull says. “It is a positive step 
and it is making a big change in the 
community.”

Gull says the Nishnawbe Aski Police 
Service (NAPS) officers cannot con-
duct the drug searches.

“But they can charge a person once 
we confiscate the drugs from the indi-
vidual,” Gull says.

NAPS charged a 54-year-old female 
with two counts of Possession for 
the Purpose of Trafficking under the 
Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act after a drug seizure was made by 
Attawapiskat’s civilian volunteers on 
Sept. 13 during a drug search at the 
Attawapiskat Airport. The volunteers 
located Methamphetamine and Mari-
huana worth about $23,000 in north-
ern street value during the search. 
The drugs were handed over to the 
Attawapiskat NAPS detachment, who 
were then assisted by the NAPS Drug 
Enforcement Unit.

“Since we started, we’ve confiscated 
about $100,000 worth of illicit drugs, 
the street value,” Gull says. “(And 
yesterday), the RCMP charged three 
people in Kingston. These people were 
supplying the drugs to the communi-
ties along the James Bay coast.”

Gull says there has been a good 
response on social media about the 
drug search policy.

“Each community should do some-
thing like this,” Gull says. “All you have 
to do is take that initiative and get the 
support from your people to do it, and 
just do it.”

Gull says the band is also trying to 
help the community citizens that have 
been charged with drug offences.

“We’re all in it together,” Gull says. 
“It’s a small community, and we are 
also trying to find a way to help the 
people that have the addiction. That 
is the step I am taking right now — 
how can I get the resources to help the 
people to have a recovery and get back 
within their family and get back to a 
good life. That is the other thing that is 
important to understand — everybody 
needs help in order to recover.”

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler says 
he commends the leadership in 

Attawapiskat for taking the “extraor-
dinary measures” to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of all their citizens.

“I was there in July to go and meet 
with the leadership and the volunteers 

to see firsthand the good work they 
are doing, but also to hear from them 
about the ongoing supports they will 
need in order for that work to con-
tinue,” Fiddler says.
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Attawapiskat Chief Ignace Gull says his band has confiscated about $100,000 worth 
of illicit drugs at the northern street value since implementing a drug search policy 
to combat illegal drugs in the community.

ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐅᑭᐸᑯᐡᑲᓇᐊᐧ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ 
ᒋᐱᑎᑲᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ  
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐁᐠᓀᐢ ᑲᓫ 
ᐅᐃᐧᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᔑᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᓇᑐᐠ 
ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᒋᑭᐸᑯᐡᑭᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐁᑲ 
ᒋᐱᑎᑲᒋᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.   

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᑐᑕᒪᐠ 
ᐁᑲᑫᐧᐱᒪᒋᑐᔭᑭᐣ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑲᓫ. “ᓂᑲᑫᐧᐱᒪᒋᐦᐊᓇᓂᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᒪᔑ ᑲᓂᑕᐃᐧᑭᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᐅᒋᑐᑕᒪᐠ. ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ 
ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᐃᑯ ᒪᔭᑦ 
ᒋᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᑭᐃᔑ ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ 
ᒋᔑᐱᒥᓂᐃᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐸᐸᒧᒋᑲᑌ 

ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ 418 ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 2015 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᐅᓇᔓᐊᐧᓂᑕᐧ 
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒋᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐱᑕᑯᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᐊᔕ ᓂᔑᐣ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᓂᑭᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᒥᓇᐠ 
ᐃᒪ ᐯᔑᑯᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐅᐡᑭᓂᑭᑫᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑭᓂᑭ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. 
“ᐅᑭᓂᓯᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᒪᒋᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᐁᐧᓴ ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ 
ᐁᑭᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐅᒪᒪᒥᒪ 

ᐅᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᐸᓂᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᒋᐊᐸᑕᐸᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᑲᑐᐠ.

“ᓄᒪᑫ ᑕᐡ ᑭᐃᓯᓭ ᑫᑲᐱ 
ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. 
“ᓂᑭᓇᓇᑐᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ, 
ᒥᑐᓂ ᑲᔦ ᓂᑭᐊᓂᒥᓭᒥᐣ ᐁᑭᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᐠ 
ᐊᓂᐡ ᐁᑲ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᐁᑭᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᔭᐠ, ᓂᑭᐅᑎᓇᒥᐣ ᑕᐡ 
ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ ᑫᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᐸᑲᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐁᑭᐅᑎᓇᒪᐠ.”

ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐅᑭᐃᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑ ᐅᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᔑᐱᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ.

“ᑭᔭᓂ ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᑲᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ 
ᐁᓂᐸᑲᓂᓭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. “ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐃᔑ ᒪᑕᓄᑲᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋ 
ᑭᒋᐸᑲᓂᓭᒋᑫᒪᑲᐠ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.”
ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ 

ᐊᐢᑭ ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔕᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᓇᔓᐊᐧᓇᓯᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒋᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ. 

“ᔕᑯᐨ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᑲᐊᑭᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᑲᑲᒋᑎᓇᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᓂᐨ ᑲᐱᑐᓂᐨ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔕᐠ 

ᐅᑭᐊᑭᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐸᓂᐣ 54 ᐁᑕᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᓀᐨ 
ᐃᑫᐧ ᓂᔑᐣ ᐃᓇᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᑐᐨ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᓇᔓᐊᐧᑌᐠ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᓴᑲᓴᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᐱ 
ᑲᑭᐃᐡᐧᑲ ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑲᑭᐃᓇᓄᑭᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᒋᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᐧᑌᐸᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 13 ᐃᒪ 
ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐱᒥᓭᐸᑭᒋᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᑲᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᑭᒥᑲᓇᐊᐧ 
ᒣᑕᐯᑕᒥᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒣᕑᐅᐊᐧᓇ ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ 
$23,000 ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᔓᓂᔭᑲᓱᐸᐣ 
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᑲᐃᓇᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ. 
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᑭᒥᓇᑲᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔕᐠ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐊᐸᑕᑭᐣ ᑲᓇᓇᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ. 

“ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᓂᑭᑲᒋᑎᓇᒥᐣ ᐃᒪ ᓇᐣᑕ 
$100,000 ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ, ᒥᓂᑯᐠ 
ᑲᐃᓇᑭᑕᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐊᑕᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑲᓫ. “(ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᑯ, ᒥᐢᑯᔑᒪᑲᓂᔕᐠ 
ᐅᑭᐊᑭᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᑭᐣᐢᑎᐣ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᑭᐸᐱᒋᓂᔕᐦᐊᓇᐊᐧ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᒉᒥᐢ ᐯ ᓇᓀᐤ 

ᑲᔭᑭᐣ.”
ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 

ᐅᑭᐅᒋ ᒥᓀᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓄᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ 
ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᐃᒪ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᑲᑕᓱᐸᐯᔑᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᑕᑭᑐᑕᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. “ᐊᒥᐱᑯ 
ᐁᑕ ᑫᑭᑐᑕᒪᐸᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑕᐧ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒪᐠ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐃᐧᑲᐧ, ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ 
ᒪᒋᑕᒪᑲᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ.”
ᑲᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 

ᐅᐃᐧ ᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᐊᑭᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ 
ᑲᑭᒥᑲᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᐁᐱᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ.

“ᓂᐃᐧᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᒥᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. “ᐊᓂᐡ ᐊᑲᓯᐣ 
ᓂᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᓂᐃᐧᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᐣ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᑲᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐊᐧᐱᓀᐃᐧᓂ. ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᔦ ᑲᓂᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ, ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᒋᐳᓂᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ  
ᑭᐁᐧᑲᒋᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᑯᑕᐠ 
ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᓂᓯᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ, 
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑌᐸᑫᑕᑯᓯ ᒋᑭᐁᐧᒥᓄᔭᐸᐣ.”
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 

ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᐠ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐅᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒪᒋᑕᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᐊᐧ ᒋᐯᑕᑭ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᒥᓄᔭᐊᐧᐨ. 

“ᓂᑭ ᑭᐅᑫᓇᐸᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒍᓫᐊᔾ 
ᐱᓯᑦ ᐁᑭ ᐊᑕᐃᐧᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᐅᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ 
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐃᓇᓄᑭᐦᐃᑕᐧ, 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭᓄᑕᐊᐧᑲᐧ ᐁᑭᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐁᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᒋᐱᒥᓭᓂᐠ 
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ.

Northern Lights 
photo contest
Communities can send in their best pictures of the 

Northern Lights and Wawatay Communications  

Society  will use it on our logo. Winner will recieve an 

iPad. Deadline is January 15th, 2019 and the winner 

will be announced in the February 2019 Edition of 

Wawatay News. 

For more information please visit: 

www.wawataynews.ca
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 Politics

NAN meets with 
NDP leaders
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
recently met with federal NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh, Tim-
mins—James Bay MP Charlie 
Angus and Kiiwetinoong MPP 
Sol Mamakwa at the Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation (NAN) 
office in Thunder Bay.

“It is important in my role as 
grand chief of Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation, representing 49 com-
munities, that I stay engaged, 
whether it is (with) federal or 
provincial officials,” Fiddler 
says during the meeting. “In 
this case, I am meeting with 
the leader of the federal NDP 
(which) is an important rela-
tionship for us to build and 
to continue to improve on. I 
thought it was important that 
we spend a bit of time together 
this morning to talk about some 
of the things we see as a prior-
ity for our communities. I was 
just glad he was able to be here 
along with some members of 
his party to hear us directly on 
the issues that we feel are very 
urgent and important.”

Fiddler says NAN has been 
dealing with the losses from 
suicide for many years.

“The losses continue to hap-
pen and families continue to 
suffer,” Fiddler says. “What 
we’ve been asking for is more of 
a plan, a comprehensive strat-
egy on suicide prevention, that 
the federal government can 
lead and also to work with the 
provinces. All of us should be at 
the table to have this discussion 
and to work towards a plan that 
our communities can be a part 
of in developing some of these 
solutions.”

Fiddler says improving the 
quality of life for children 
includes better housing, a qual-
ity healthcare system, a quality 
education system, a child wel-
fare system that is more respon-
sive to the families and commu-
nities, access to clean water and 
access to healthy food.

“Food security is a big issue 
for many of our communi-
ties, so in order for us to have 
this discussion we need to talk 
about all of those other things,” 
Fiddler says.

Angus says Canada is the 
only G7 country without a 
national suicide prevention 
strategy.

“Quebec implemented one 
and dropped the death rate by 
50 per cent,” Angus says. “It’s 
about putting targeted invest-
ments in the areas where we 
know there are crises. As New 
Democrats, we will be bringing 
this fall to the House Motion 
174, calling for the federal gov-
ernment to come to the table 
to be part of a national suicide 
action strategy. It can’t be just 
an overall framework, this is 
an emergency. We have young 
people dying. We lost a young 

person in Bearskin Lake.”
Angus says the NDP MPs 

are planning to work with col-
leagues from the other federal 
parties on the suicide issue, not-
ing that the country is losing 
people from all across the age 
spectrum to suicide.

“What works on the ground 
is different than what works 
in Ottawa, so the national sui-
cide action strategy has to be 
responsive culturally, it has 
to be responsive in terms of 
where the real crises and the 
needs are,” Angus says. “We are 
hoping we can get that battle 
through Parliament before the 
end of this session and actually 
have Canada now finally take a 
responsible role in dealing with 
the horrific pandemic of sui-
cide.”

Singh called for the fund-
ing of childcare, education and 
access to healthcare to deal 
with the systemic problems in 
the NAN communities.

“When these things are built 
up and there is a bright future 
and there is hope, that is how 
you eradicate some of the 
despair and the tragedy and 
trauma that leads to these hor-
rible incidents,” Singh says. 
“Our role as New Democrats is 
to make sure that the peoples’ 
voice is heard and that the Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation’s voice is 
heard. It is our job to make sure 
that we to put that to the gov-
ernment: ‘Listen, you are not 
doing your job.’”

Mamakwa says it has been 
“a struggle” to bring for-
ward issues such as suicide at 
Queen’s Park.

“I think to be able to change 
that trajectory of thinking of 
the fellow MPPs is very critical,” 
Mamakwa says, noting that 
many of the MPPs don’t know 
what is happening in the back-
yard of Ontario and the “inequi-
ties and inequalities” that exist. 
“They need to know that and 
it is a great opportunity and I 
look forward to working with 
the grand chief and also the 
communities on bringing their 
issues that are happening in the 
north (to Queen’s Park).”

Mamakwa requested the 
Ontario legislature to rise for 
a moment of silence in mem-
ory of 13-year-old Karlena 
Kamenawatamin from Bearskin 
Lake, who died as a result of 
suicide. He says the suicide rate 
for children under the age of 15 
in the First Nation communi-
ties he represents was 50 times 
higher than the national aver-
age two years ago.

“What is the government 
prepared to do to ensure that 
this pandemic of our young 
Indigenous people dying by 
suicide stops once and for 
all,” Mamakwa says. “This is a 
health crisis. A mental health 
crisis. An intergenerational 
trauma crisis. And a housing 
crisis.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Timmins—James Bay MP Charlie Angus, second from right, speaks 
after a meeting with Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler, federal NDP leader Jag-
meet Singh and Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa at the Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation office in Thunder Bay.
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 Health 

Ka-Na-Chi-Hih SAAFE walk in its 20th year
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Ka-Na-Chi-Hih Special-
ized Solvent Abuse Treatment 
Centre’s 20th Annual SAAFE 
Walk included a feast, a pre-
sentation by guest speaker Earl 
Lambert and an evening com-
edy show in Thunder Bay.

“It’s an amazing event — it 
allows the community to come 
together, to walk together, to 
bring about awareness but also 
to think of ways how we can 
begin to address and tackle 
these many challenges that sol-
vent abuse brings to our commu-
nities,” says Grand Chief Alvin 
Fiddler. “I just want to commend 
Ka-Na-Chi-Hih and the board 
and the management for start-
ing this 20 years ago because 
every year just makes it more 
relevant and more important 
that we do this year after year.”

Fiddler says it is important to 
raise awareness of how danger-
ous solvent abuse is, especially 
gas sniffing.

“It affects your brain perma-
nently,” Fiddler says. “There is 

severe damage that happens to 
one’s body if they don’t stop. If 
they continue to abuse solvents, 
it does great harm. It’s not just 
that one individual, it affects 
the whole family.”

Attawapiskat Chief Ignace 
Gull, president and chair of 
Ka-Na-Chi-Hih, adds that sol-
vent abuse is a big issue in First 
Nation communities.

“It is very important for 
Native people to come in and 
support our cause,” Gull says. 
“We try to get the message 
across the Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation territory that gasoline 
sniffing and other solvents are 
affecting our young genera-
tions.”

Gull says there was a “very 
good” turnout for the SAAFE 
Walk.

“It is very good to see more 
and more people each time we 
have a walk,” Gull says. “It was 
a beautiful day, it was a long 
walk and I know everybody is 
enjoying their time to meet 
other people here. That’s very 
important.”

Tanya Talaga, the Toronto 

Star reporter who wrote the 
book Seven Fallen Feathers: 
Racism, Death and Hard Truths 
in a Northern City about seven 
high school students from 
across NAN territory who died 
in Thunder Bay while pursuing 
their studies, also participated 
in the SAAFE Walk.

“It’s important, it’s all about 
making people stronger,” 

Talaga says. “The more peo-
ple come together and walk 
together and remember, it gives 
everyone strength and helps 
them through their hard times.”

Lambert says addiction mani-
fested itself in his life due to the 
abuse, pain, grief and racism he 
experienced as a child.

“I went through correc-
tional systems as a youth and 

I entered the adult justice sys-
tem, but then when I made the 
choice to change,” Lambert 
says. “Instead of drugs and 
alcohol, I started focusing on 
the solution, which was meet-
ings and treatment centres 
and the sweat lodge and meth-
ods of healing like counselling 
and psychologists. As I started 
to heal, I started to feel better 

about myself, who I was, and 
I got my education. And then 
from my education, I went on 
the discover my culture and 
found meaningfulness in that 
too.”

Lambert stressed three keys 
for success, believing in your-
self, a yes I can attitude and I 
got this when it gets tough.

“Believing in yourself is num-
ber one, it’s confidence,” Lam-
bert says. “Number two is yes I 
can. Always tell yourself: ‘Yes 
I can.’ If you tell yourself you 
can’t, you stand in the way of 
yourself succeeding, but if you 
tell yourself you can you give 
yourself that little boost of moti-
vation to with a little more con-
fidence to do whatever it is you 
are going to do.”

Lambert says the third key 
helps when facing difficulties or 
adversity.

“Sometimes you feel like 
giving up and throwing in the 
towel, but you’ve got to pick 
yourself up and look in the 
mirror and look at yourself in 
the eye and say: ‘I’ve got this,’” 
Lambert says.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
The Ka-Na-Chi-Hih Specialized Solvent Abuse Treatment Centre’s 20th Annual SAAFE Walk was held along 
the Balmoral St. Multi-use Trail to and from the McIntyre River in Thunder Bay.

ᓂᔑᑕᓇᐃᐧᔭᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑲᓇᒋᐃ ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᑲᓇᒋᐃ ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ 
ᑲᑕᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᑲᒥᓇᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᔕ 
20 ᑕᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑐᒋᐱᒥᑐᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᔑᐨ ᒪᑯᔐᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᑭᓇᑐᒪ ᑫᐱᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐁᕑᐅ 
ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᓱ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᒪᒋᐨ ᑲᓄᓇᑯᔑᓂᐠ ᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐁᑭᓇᑐᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᔭᑎᓯᑫᐊᐧᒋᒧᐨ 
ᒣᑲᐧ ᐊᐧᑌᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 20 ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᐁᐅᒋ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔭᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᒋᐅᒋ ᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᒋᑭᓇᓇᑐᓇᒪᑭᐸᐣ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᔑᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ 
ᑲᐱᒥᔭᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 
ᒥᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ 
ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᓂᒪᒥᑯᑕᒪᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑕᐡ ᑲᓇᒋᐃ, ᐅᑕᐱᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᓂᑲᓂᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ 20 

ᑕᓱᔭᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ ᑕᓱᔭᑭ ᐱᑯ 
ᐊᓂᐱᒥ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ 
ᑲᐱᒥ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ 

ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᑯᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᓇᐱᐨ 
ᐁᑯᑕᑎᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᐧᐣᑕ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᑎ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓴᓂ ᒥᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ.

“ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐁᐸᑲᒋ ᒪᑭᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐃᐧᐣᑎᐱᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᒥᑐᓂ 
ᐱᑯ ᐅᑭᒋᒪᒋᑐᑕᑯᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᐅᐃᐧᔭᐃᐧᐠ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᐳᓂᑐᐨ. 
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐊᐣᒋᑯ ᑲᐱᒥᐊᐸᒋᑐᐨ ᑲᐧᐣᑕ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ 
ᐊᐧᓂᑐᑕᑫᒪᑲᐣ. ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑕ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐯᔑᑯᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ, ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ 
ᑲᔦ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.”
ᐊᑕᐊᐧᐱᐢᑲᐟ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐃᐠᓀᐢ 

ᑲᓫ, ᑲᓂᑲᓂ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᑲᓇᒋᐃ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᐃᐧᐣᑕᐣ ᑲᐧᐣᑕ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᒋᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ ᐊᓂᒥᓴᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᒪᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

“ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓄᐸᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒋᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒋᐱᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᑯᔭᐠ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑲᓫ. “ᓂᐸᐸᑭᑎᓇᒥᐣ 
ᓂᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑲᐃᑯᑎᐯᑕᑲᐧᐠ 
ᑲᓴᓂ ᒥᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ 
ᑲᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᒪᒋᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑐᐡᑲᑎᓯᒥᓇᓂᐠ.”
ᑲᓫ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᓴᑫ ᐃᑯ ᑭᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐠ 

ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ.
“ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ 

ᐁᓂᐱᒥ ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑕᓴᐧ 
ᑲᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᓂᑫᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫ. 
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᔦ ᑭᑭᒋᒥᓄᑭᔑᑲ ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᐊᐱ, ᐊᐧᓴ ᑭᐃᓇᐦᐊᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑭ ᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑭᒪᒥᓀᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᐅᒋ 
ᐊᐧᐸᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ.”
ᑕᐣᔭ ᑕᓫᐁᑲ, ᑐᕑᐊᐣᑐ ᐢᑕᕑ 

ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧ ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᑭᐸᐣ 
ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᑲᐸᑭᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᑲᐧᓇᐠ: 

ᒪᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑯᐃᐧᐣ, ᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐅᑌᓇ 
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᐦᐊᔾ ᐢᑯᓫ 
ᑭᑭᓄᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ 
ᐊᐢᑭ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᐁᑭᑭᓄᐊᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᐊᒥᐦᐊᐁᐧ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐱᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐨ ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ, ᒥᐦᐃᒪ 
ᐁᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᔭᓂ 
ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑲᐸᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᓫᐁᑲ. 
“ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐊᓂᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 
ᐅᒪ ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑲᓄᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᑕᑭᐅᒋ ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑲᐸᐃᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑲᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.”
ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ 

ᐅᑭᐱᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᓇᐣ ᑭᒋᐊᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᑲᐧᑕᑭᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᒪᒉᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᒥᑕᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑲᑭᔭᓄᒋ ᐅᑕᐱᓇᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓂ 
ᑲᑭᑲᐧᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᐨ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᔭᐣ 

ᓂᑭ ᓂᑭᐱ ᑲᑭᐸᐦᐅᑯ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐃᐧ 
ᑭᐸᐦᐅᑐᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐱᓂᐡ ᑲᓂᑭᒋᐦᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑫᑲᐱ ᓂᑭᓀᑕᐣ 
ᒋᑫᐧᑭᓭᑐᔭᐣ ᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ. “ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᓂᑐᒋᓀᑕᓯᐣ 
ᒋᐅᑕᐱᓇᒪᐣ ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᓂᑭᓇᓇᑐᓇᐣ ᐊᐣᑎ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒥᓄᓭᔭᐸᐣ, ᓂᑭᐊᓂ ᐊᐃᔕ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒪᒪᐊᐧᒋᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐯᐧᓱᑲᒥᑯᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᓇᑕᐃᐧᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᑲᓂᒥᓄᔭᔭᐣ, ᓂᑭᐊᒥᓄᒪᐣᒋᑐᐣ 
ᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ, ᓂᐣ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ 
ᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐱᓂᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑯᔭᐣ ᓂᔭᓂ 
ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯᔭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᑎᓇᒪᐣ ᑫᐅᒋ 
ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑲᐸᐃᐧᔭᐣ.”
ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 

ᐅᑭᐃᐧᑕᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᓭᐸᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ, 
ᒋᑌᐸᑫᓂᒥᑎᓱᔭᐣ, ᐁᐦᐊ ᓂᑲᑭᑐᑕᐣ, 

ᓂᑲᑲᐡᑭᑐᐣ ᑭᔭᑦ ᐊᓂᒥᓇᑲᐧᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ 

ᒋᑌᐸᑫᓂᒥᑎᓱᔭᐣ, ᐁᑲ 
ᒋᔕᑫᐧᓂᒧᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ. 
“ᓂᔑᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ, ᐁᐦᐊ ᓂᑲᑭᑐᑕᐣ. 
ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᒋᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᓱᔭᐣ: ‘ᐁᐦᐊ 
ᓂᑲᑭᑐᑕᐣ.’ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᓂᑲᑭᑐᑕᐣ, ᑭᑭᐱᐡᑲᐃᐧᑎᐢ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᒋᑭᑐᑕᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ 
ᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣ ᒋᑭᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐅᒋ 
ᔕᔑᑭᐡᑲᑎᓱᔭᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒋᔕᑫᐧᓂᒧᔭᐣ 
ᑫᑯᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᐣ.”
ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ 

ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ ᐊᐱ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᐣ 
ᐊᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᑫᑯᐣ 
ᑲᔕᑯᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ.

“ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᑭᑎᓀᑕᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᐳᓂᒋᑫᔭᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑕᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑯ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᒋᑐᑕᒪᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᑲᑫᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱᔭᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᐃᓯᓭ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐸᓯᑭᐧᔭᐣ ᒋᓇᐱᔭᐣ 
ᐊᐧᐸᒧᓇᐱᑯᐠ ᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑎᓱᔭᐣ 
ᑭᐡᑭᔑᑯᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒋᑭᑐᔭᐣ: ‘ᓂᑲᑭᑐᑕᐣ,’” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᓫᐊᑦᐳᕑᐟ.
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Guest editorials, columnists 
and letters to the editor do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
Wawatay News.

Disclaimer: All submissions to 
the Managing Editor must be 
in a Microsoft Word document, 
double spaced, and must 
adhere to Canadian Press style. 
Wawatay reserves the right to 
refuse to publish any unsolicited 
submissions.  

My family, much like 
every other on the 
James Bay coast, shares 

many of the tragedies and hard-
ships that Native people have 
had to endure since the arrival 
of the European.

 People from my generation 
have heard stories of what 
happened to our parents in 
residential school and how our 
grandparents had to deal with 
losing their children to this 
system. I did not realize it when 
I was younger but I can see 
now, why our parents and those 
from their generation had such 
a hard time leading a normal 
life. As children, my generation 
witnessed the results of their 
frustrations, fear and anger of 
what was done to them. 

We also grew up with that 
same fear and anger and we 
learned negative skills to deal 
with our own frustrations and 
difficulties. 

All the traumatic influences 
of that era passed down to my 
generation and spilled over 
into the next so many of us 
were troubled and we could not 
understand why. 

Our families, our Elders and 
our communities were aware 
of this history and understood 
it clearly as something terrible 
that was done to parents and 
children. 

Unfortunately nobody out-
side the Native community 
knew about this or was con-
cerned. 

Government officials and 
representatives saw reports on 
issues related to the residential 
schools and noticed what might 
have been occurring but choose 
to do nothing for the longest 
time. It wasn’t until Native 
leaders and advocates spoke up 
and made this terrible history 
known to everyone. 

Over the past two decades, 
the history of residential 
schools in Canada has come 
to light. Many stories from 
those who are now elders have 
been shared and government 
commissions have studied this 
tragedy with resulting recom-
mendations and apologies from 
the government of Canada. 

The problem is that there 
are still many people who are 
not aware of this history. Even 
those who have some knowl-
edge of this period in our his-
tory just don’t know how to talk 
about it with us. It is a sensitive 
topic and much hurt and guilt is 
involved.

Recently I was enlightened 
when I took part in a Cultural 
Mindfulness Workshop at the 
Kirkland Lake Hospital. 

I was invited to report on the 

event but I found myself also 
taking part in the day’s activi-
ties and ceremonies. George 
Couchie, a well known leader 
and facilitator has held work-
shops in cultural sensitivity for 
over 25 years for professionals 
in law enforcement, health 
care, business and government 
organizations. 

He is an Anishinabe from 
Nipissing First Nation near 
North Bay, Ontario. He led the 
group in an introductory his-
tory lesson on Native people in 
North America and in Canada. 
I sat with health workers who 
were professionals in their 
fields and who were in atten-
dance because they wanted to 
understand this history. 

George talked about the first 
interactions of Europeans in 
what is now the United States 
and Canada and how the 
conflicts from the beginnings 
of these two countries led to 
the government rule of Native 
people everywhere. 

He made it clear to everyone 
present that this relationship 
which started as a partner-
ship, ended with a series of 
polices and programs meant 
to eliminate the Indian, either 
by physical force or through 
assimilation. 

As George’s history lesson 
moved closer and closer to our 
timeline to within a generation 
and the residential school era it 
was clear to everyone that this 
happened in modern day right 
in their own backyards. 

As the topic turned towards 
residential schools and what 
First Nation children endured 
at the hands of the church and 
under the protection of the 
government, I could feel a sense 
of anxiety in the room. I knew 
this history personally through 
my parents, who both attended 
residential school and it was 
painful to be reminded of the 
trauma they had to put up with. 

As difficult as it was to listen 
to this history again, I also felt 
hope and healing from the fact 
that these stories were being 
shared who those who wanted 
to know and understand this 
history. 

I was happy to be able to sit 
with these health care profes-
sionals as this learning turned 
into a healing for everyone. It 
made me feel good to know that 
now there was another group of 
people with an understanding 
of Native history, issues and the 
pain we live with.

I know that this workshop 
changed many participants 
view and perception of Native 
people. 

George pointed out that his 
main message with this work-
shop was to make others aware 
that every person we meet in 
this life has a story and if we 
know each others story, we can 
learn to better understand one 
another. I think that message 
got through. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com 

Standing up for any cause 
and in particular when 
it affects those in society 

who are minorities and less 
fortunate is important. I some-
times wonder what our younger 
generation is doing to become 
aware of the politics of this 
country and how right wing, 
well financed movements are 
gaining power in provinces in 
Canada. Thankfully, I notice 
on a very local level in Kirkland 
Lake in Northern Ontario that 
secondary school students are 
finding the courage and the 
voice to protest and represent 
as a means to draw attention to 
just causes.

Kaytlyn Julien, a First 
Nation student at Kirkland 
Lake District Composite School 
(KLDCS) was one of the orga-
nizers for the Orange Shirt Day 
September 30.  She and her 
friends organized a walk to 
promote this worthwhile issue. 
The Orange Shirt Day, which is 
a legacy of the St. Joseph Mis-
sion (SJM) residential school 
commemoration event first 
held in Williams Lake, British 
Columbia, in the spring of 2013 
is now featured in communities 
across the country. It grew out 
of the story of a little girl named 
Phyllis in residential school hav-
ing her shiny new orange shirt 
taken away from her on the first 
day of residential school. These 
events dedicated to Phyllis now 
happens nationally and they 
have become an opportunity 
to keep the discussion on all 
aspects of residential schools 
happening annually.

The date was chosen because 
it is the time of year in which 
children were taken from their 
homes to residential schools 
and because it is an opportunity 
to set the stage for anti-racism 
and anti-bullying policies for 
the coming school year. These 
events also provide a vehicle to 
make sure that going forward 
the history of residential schools 
and their impact on First Nation 
people is remembered. 

I commend Kaytlyn and her 
fellow organizers for taking 
the time and making the effort 
to keep this day alive and give 
thanks to all those who orga-
nize to remember residential 
school survivors all across 
Canada. It is very meaningful to 
myself as my mother Susan and 
dad Marius were both taken by 
the government and placed in 
residential schools when they 
were children. I have had to live 
with the affects of this travesty 

that has carried through from 
their generation to mine and 
beyond. 

This new generation of 
young people are finding a 
voice and standing up for what 
they believe. Another example 
of their actions has to do with 
the recent protest by secondary 
school students across the prov-
ince of Ontario to fight against 
the government rollback of sex 
education to curriculum created 
more than 20 years ago. In the 
local secondary school, KLDCS 
in Kirkland Lake Ontario the 
students walked out of school to 
protest the new Doug Ford gov-
ernment’s decision to reverse a 
more enlightened sex education 
curriculum put forward by the 
past Liberal leadership. I can 
not believe that in this modern 
era we have people who want to 
return to a time where we kept 
our children in the dark when 
it comes to sexual information 
and discussions. 

Powerful, well funded orga-
nizers are pushing right wing 
governments all over the world 
right now and most recently 
Ontario elected such a govern-
ment and so did Quebec. I am 
concerned that this is happen-
ing for the most part because 
people are just not all that 
aware or concerned about the 
promotion of right wing poli-
tics. It makes me more hope-
ful when I hear about young 
people becoming educated, 
aware and involved in politics. 
I feel better about the future 
when I see secondary, college 
and university students taking 
a stand on issues that are facing 
us in terms of protecting our 
democracy, treating minorities 
fairly, providing a better quality 
of life for people and protect-
ing our environment. In the 
1930s one of the most brilliant, 
progressive and intelligent soci-
eties in Germany were bullied 
and manipulated by right wing 
thugs backed by very wealthy 
and powerful people to become 
fascist. As Michael Moore points 
out in his latest movie Fahren-
heit 11/9 what happened in 
the 1930s with the Nazi move-
ment can and is happening 
again today. It is up to us all to 
become more aware of what is 
happening to us politically, dis-
cover who is pulling the strings 
and doing the manipulation 
and to organize and fight back. 
A lot of this energy and effort 
must come from our secondary, 
college and university students 
who can help fuel a renewed 
commitment to democracy and 
fairness for all. It is really up to 
us all and if we choose to ignore 
what is happening around us 
and being apathetic then we 
might be very surprised when 
the jackboots come walking our 
way again. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com
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Everyone has a story 

Democracy is 
a fragile state

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Neskantaga’s Barb Wapoose, right, enjoyed the Thanksgiving meal that was served on Oct. 5 to community members at the Ontario 
Native Women’s Association office in Thunder Bay. 
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ᓇᓇᑲᑕᐧᐊᐸᓐᒋᑫᐧᐃᓐ 
ᐧᐃᓇᓇᑲᑕᐧᐊᐸᓐᒋᑲᑌ ᐧᐃᔭᓯᑫᐧᐃᑭᒪ ᑲᑭᐧᐊᐧᐁᓇᐸᓐᑕᒃ ᐊᓐᑎ ᑫᐃᔑ ᓴᑲᐃᑲᑌᑭᓐ 
ᑲᑭᑕᔑ ᑲᑭᔥᑲᐊᐧᑫᓇᓂᐧᐊᒃ ᑲᑭᐱᐧᐃᓂᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᒥᑎᑯᓐ - ᐧᐃᔅᑭᒐᒃ ᑲᔦ ᑭᓇᐧᕋ ᓄᐱᒥᒃ	  	  
ᐅᓐᑌᕆᐅ ᐅᑭᒪᐧᐃᓐ ᐧᐃᔭᓯᑫᐧᐃᑭᒪ ᑲᔦ ᑭᔥᑲᐊᐧᑫᐧᐃ ᐊᓄᑭᐧᐃᓐ 

ᑲᐸᒥᓇᑭᓐ (MNRF) ᑭᓇᑐᒥᒃ ᒋᐱᓇᓇᑲᑕᐧᐊᐸᑕᒪᓐ ᐧᐃᔭᓯᑫᐧᐃᑭᒪ 
ᑲᑭᐧᐊᐧᐁᓇᐸᑕᒃ ᑫᐃᔑ ᓴᑲᐃᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᑲᐱᐧᐊᑯᔑᓄᐧᐊᒡ ᒥᑎᑯᒃ 
ᑲᑭᑕᔑ ᑲᑭᔥᑲᐊᐧᑫᓇᓂᐧᐊᒃ ᐧᐃᔅᑭᒐᒃ ᑲᔦ ᑭᐧᓇᕋ ᓄᐱᒥᒃ. 
(ᑲᓇᐧᐊᐸᑕᓐ ᐊᑭᐧᐃᒪᓯᓇᐃᑲᓐ). 	  

ᓂᐱᒥᑐᑕᒥᓐ ᒋᑭᐧᐁ ᓂᑕᐧᐃᑭᒪᑲᒃ ᑲᔦ ᒋᒪᓇᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᐅᓐᑌᕆᐅ 
ᓄᐱᒪᑲᒥᑯᓐ, ᐊᓂᑦ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᐅᑕᐱᓂᐧᑕ ᒥᑎᑯᒃ ᑭᐅᓇᐸᒋᑲᑌ 
ᒋᓴᑲᐃᑲᑌᒃ ᒋᐱᒥᓂᔕᐃᑲᑌᓂᒃ ᐅᑐᓇᒋᑲᓐ ᐧᐃᔭᓯᑫᐧᐃᑭᒪ 
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᒡ ᑫᐱᒥᓂᔕᐃᑲᑌᒃ ᓴᑲᐃᑫᐧᐃᓐ. ᐅᐅᐧᐁ ᓴᑲᐃᑫᐧᐃᓐ 
ᐧᐃᒋᐃᐧᐁᒪᑲᓐ ᒋᒥᓄᑭᐧᐁ ᓂᑕᐧᐃᑭᐧᐊᒡ ᒥᑎᑯᒃ ᐯᑭᔥ ᑲᔦ ᒋᐧᐊᑫᐧᐃ 
ᓴᑭᑌᓯᓄᒃ. ᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌ ᐊᐱ ᑫᓴᑲᐃᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᑲᑭᐱᐧᐃᓂᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᒥᑎᑯᓐ 
ᒣᐧᑲ ᐊᐱ ᑲᔥᑲᑎᓄᑭᓯᔅ 1, 2018 ᑲᔦ ᑲᑕᐧᑲᑭᓱᒡ ᑭᓯᔅ 15, 2019.	  

ᐅᓄ ᐊᔕ ᑲᑭ ᑭᔑᐅᓀᒋᑲᑌᑭᓐ ᓴᑲᐃᑫᐧᐃᓇᓐ, ᐊᓐᑎ 
ᑫᐃᔑᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐧᐊᒃ ᑲᔦ ᐊᑭᐧᐃᒪᓯᓇᐃᑲᓇᓐ, ᐊᔭᐧᐊᓐ ᐧᐁᓀᓂᑯ 
ᐧᐃᐱᐧᐊᐸᑕᑭᓐ ᐱᓇᒪ ᓂᑲᓐ ᐅᓇᑐᓐ ᐊᐱ ᑫᐃᔕᔭᓐ ᒣᐧᑲ ᑭᐊᓄᑭᐧᐊᒡ 
ᐃᐃᒪ ᒥᓴᓐ ᒪᒪᐧᐃᐊᓄᑭᐧᐃᓐ ᐊᓄᑭᐧᐃᑲᒥᑯᒃ ᑲᔦ ᐅᓐᑌᕆᐅ 
ᐅᑭᒪᐧᐃᓐ ᒪᒪᑲᑕᐱᑯᒃ ᐅᐅᒪ	  www.ontario.ca/forestplans 
ᐊᑯᓇᒃ ᒥᑭᓯᐧᐃᑭᓯᔅ 31, 2019, ᐊᐱ ᑕᓱᐱᐳᓐ ᑲᐃᔑᐅᓇᑌᒃ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐧᐃᓐ ᑲᔥᐳᓭᒃ. 

ᐧᐁᓀᓇᒃ ᑫᐸᑲᒥᔥᑲᑯᐧᐊᒡ ᐅᐅᐧᐁ ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐧᐃᓂ ᑲᔦ ᐊᓄᑭᐧᐃᓇᓐ 
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᑐᓇᐧᐊ ᐧᐃᐧᐊᐸᒪᒡ ᐧᐃᔭᓯᑫᐧᐃᑭᒪ ᐊᓄᑭᐊᑲᓐ ᐧᐃᑕᔑᑕᒪᓐ 
ᓴᑲᐃᑫᐧᐃᓐ. ᑫᔭᐱ ᐧᐃᑭᑫᑕᒪᓐ ᑫᒪ ᐧᐃᑕᔑᓐᑕᒪᓐ ᓴᑲᐃᑫᐧᐃᓐ 
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᒃ ᑲᓄᓂᒃ ᐅᑯ:	  

Kurt	  Pochailo,	  Forester	  
Miisun	  Integrated	  Resource	  Management	  Inc.	  	  

Ninth	  Street	  North	  
Kenora,	  ON	  P9N	  2S8	  
ᑭᑭᑐᐧᐃᓐ:	  807 467 3351,	  ext.	  2	  
ᐃᒣᓪ:	  kurt.pochailo@miisun.ca	  
WHISKEY	  JACK	  FOREST	  
Kaitlin	  Moncrief	  
Ministry	  of	  Natural	  Resources	  and	  Forestry	  
808	  Robertson	  Street	  
Kenora,	  ON	  P9N	  3X8	  
ᑭᑭᑐᐧᐃᓐ:	  807 468 2597	  
ᐃᒣᓪ:	  kaitlin.moncrief@ontario.ca	  

KENORA	  FOREST	  
Kyle	  Myschowoda	  
Ministry	  of	  Natural	  Resources	  and	  Forestry	  
808	  Robertson	  Street	  
Kenora,	  ON	  P9N	  3X8	  
ᑭᑭᑐᐧᐃᓐ:	  807-‐468-‐2559	  
ᐃᒣᓪ:	  kyle.myschowoda@ontario.ca	  

Job#:	  	  	  	  	  Q82-NWK-174.indd Version:3a
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Size:	  	  6.813 in X	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7.385 in Lines:	  104 Page:	  1

Join Connecting Rewards 
and Soon You’ll Fly for Free!

Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!
Starting fall 2018, Bearskin Airlines will join Perimeter Aviation in offering Connecting Rewards points with every 
flight flown! Earn and Redeem points with either airline. The more you fly, the sooner you’ll fly for free!

Enrollment is free and everyone who books directly with Bearskin Airlines or Perimeter Aviation will be 
automatically enrolled upon creation and use of your profile. A profile can also be created at time of check-in.

Full and partial redemptions are available. Redeem 25%, 50%, 75% or 100% toward your flight and simply pay any 
balance due. Enrollment is free. Call for full details or visit us online.

and Soon You’ll Fly for Free!
Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!Now Earn and Redeem Points With Bearskin Airlines!

Starting fall 2018, Bearskin Airlines will join Perimeter Aviation in offering Connecting Rewards points with every Starting fall 2018, Bearskin Airlines will join Perimeter Aviation in offering Connecting Rewards points with every 
flight flown! Earn and Redeem points with either airline. The more you fly, the sooner you’ll fly for free!

1-800-465-2327 
BEARSKINAIRLINES.COM

1-800-665-8986 
PERIMETER.CA
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Matawa wins 
charity bocce 
ball tournament
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Communications team 
won the Matawa First Nations 
Management 3rd Annual Char-
ity Bocce Ball Tournament 
with three points on the final 
frame to pass the early leading 
Wasaya team.

“It was just great fun,” says 
Peter Moses, mineral develop-
ment information officer at 
Matawa First Nations Manage-
ment and one of four players 
on the Communications team. 
“This is probably my third time 
(playing bocce ball). It gets bet-
ter, and you get a little more fun 
and a little more relaxed, so it’s 
fun. We had some good team 
players here too.”

The three other players on 
the winning team were Carol 
Audet, communications man-
ager at Matawa First Nations 
Management, former Muskrat 
Dam chief Gordon Beardy and 
Jason Beardy, a student at the 
Northern Ontario School of 
Medicine.

“It’s a good organization,” 
Moses says about the Matawa 
First Nations charity — Gath-
ering of Rivers for Community 
Care. “You can have fun and 
at the same time contribute to 
a good cause. We had a good 
team again this year and we 
had a lot of fun.”

Gordon says this was the 
first time he played bocce ball. 
The games were played over 
six frames and lasted about 20 
minutes.

“It’s something new and I got 
into the game,” Gordon says. “I 
got overexcited at times but I 
did OK. We like to let the other 
team relax and then go.”

Sharon Smith-Baxter, com-
munications and marketing 
manager at Wasaya Airways 
and a member of the Wasaya 
team, also enjoyed participating 
in the tournament.

“We were ahead and we were 
very excited but we stayed on to 

check it all out,” Smith-Baxter 
says. “We saw the other team 
creep up on us and they got us. 
It was for a great cause and we 
had a great day. We look for-
ward to coming next year and 
next year we are going to win.”

The tournament had 21 
teams competing over 32 games 
at the DaVinci Centre Bocce 
Court in Thunder Bay.

“We had more teams than 
last year, so it is really doing 
great,” says David Paul Ach-
neepineskum, CEO of Matawa 
First Nations Management. 
“They were certainly enjoying 
the games. We’re not profes-
sionals by any way, but it is a lot 
of fun. It really builds teamwork 
too.”

Bocce ball is played by four 
players, each of whom has one 
ball to throw per frame. The 
game begins with the team win-
ning the coin toss throwing the 
pallino into the playing area. 
The first team also throws the 
first bocce ball, and then the 
teams take alternate throws 
with the players attempting 
to get close to the pallino or to 
move the pallino closer to their 
other balls or to move an oppo-
nents ball. The team with the 
closest ball to the pallino gets a 
point for each ball that is closer 
than the other team’s closest 
ball.

“I like it — it’s enjoyable,” 
Achneepineskum says. “With 
the fundraising we are doing, 
it goes towards our communi-
ties, our children, particularly 
in education. So it is really a 
worthwhile project.”

Vivian Ann Martin, execu-
tive assistant at Matawa First 
Nations Management, says the 
teams were made up of staff 
from Matawa and other organi-
zations.

“We all came here to sup-
port the Gathering of Rivers for 
Community Care,” Martin says. 
“It’s all fun, encouraging every-
body else to play hard.”

Paul Capon, political advisor 
at Matawa First Nations Man-
agement, says many of the com-
panies and suppliers who work 
with Matawa First Nations par-
ticipated in the tournament.

“So it was really great to have 
them,” Capon says. “It’s all for a 
great cause.”

“You can have fun and 
... contribute to a good 
cause...”

- Peter Moses

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Gordon Beardy, Carol Audet, Jason Beardy and Peter Moses won the Matawa First Nations Management 3rd Annual Charity Bocce Ball Tourna-
ment with their final throw at the DaVinci Centre Bocce Court in Thunder Bay.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Canadian Roots 
Exchange recently held an Exhi-
bition Viewing and Sharing 
Circle at the Thunder Bay Art 
Gallery to discuss reconciliation 
and building trusting relation-
ships between Indigenous and 
Non-Indigenous youth. The 
participants began the evening 
by viewing Christi Belcourt and 
Isaac Murdoch’s UPRISING: 
The Power of Mother Earth 
exhibition, which is on display 
until Nov. 25.

“It was very powerful and 
very strengthening to hear 

some of the speakers share their 
experiences as they’ve grown 
and share connections to the 
land and how they have been 
passed down knowledge from 
their relatives and how that is 
continually growing in smaller 
communities now,” says Blake 
Evans, one of four youth lead-
ers with the Canadian Roots 
Exchange Youth Reconciliation 
Initiative in Thunder Bay. “I 
hope that energy can circulate 
within Thunder Bay as well to 
bring more young people aware 
of the land. It was great to see 
an inclusion of all different 
types of people and all different 
ages.”

Gabrielle Veilleux, a youth 
leader with the Canadian Roots 
Exchange Youth Reconciliation 
Initiative in Thunder Bay who 
is originally from Timmins but 
now lives in Thunder Bay, says 
the UPRISING exhibition was 
a “great place” to have some 
important discussions.

“Tonight we had a good mix 
of youth and older folks com-
ing together and talking about 
some of the issues that are 
showcased in this artwork,” 
Veilleux says. “Speaking to our 
connection to the land, regard-
less of our backgrounds, our 
age and our experiences, we 
can all see importance in foster-
ing an appreciation and a car-
ing for the land.”

Sonya Belisle, a youth leader 
with the Canadian Roots 
Exchange Youth Reconciliation 
Initiative in Thunder Bay who is 
from the Red Rock Indian Band, 
says the gathering was a “great 
way” to open up the Youth Rec-
onciliation Initiative in the area.

“We put on events in our 
community to try and bring 
conversation about reconcilia-
tion,” Belisle says. “We’re trying 
to connect bridges from youth 
to Elders and just to get the con-
versation going. There is a huge 
disconnect right now between 
people in this community and 
our community at home, and 
we’re just hoping to bring some-
thing positive to that.”

The youth leaders plan to 
hold an arts-based gathering 
with traditional beading in mid-
October at the Nipigon-Red 
Rock District High School.

“We’re hoping to connect the 
two communities,” Evans says. 
“And further along through-
out the season we’ll be hosting 
more events like this based in 
reconciliation and relationship 
building.”

Belisle says the Canadian 
Roots Exchange leaders from 
Toronto will also be holding 
networking workshops in Thun-
der Bay during the last week of 
October.

“And in November we are 
going to go to the local high 
schools in Thunder Bay,” Veil-
leux says. “We’re hoping to go 
to as many of the high schools 
as possible and do reconcilia-
tion workshops with Indige-
nous and non-Indigenous youth 
to engage them with more 
knowledge of the true history of 
what’s happened on this land.”

The four youth leaders can 
be reached for further infor-
mation on the gatherings via 
e-mail at: thunderbay@canadi-
anroots.ca.

The Canadian Roots 
Exchange was started by a 
group of students in 2008 with 
with support from Cynthia 
Wesley-Esquimaux, a Chippe-
was of Georgina Island citizen 
and Lakehead University Chair 
on Truth and Reconciliation. 
The Youth Reconciliation Initia-
tive began in 2012 to build the 
capacity of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous youth to envision 
and realize their own visions of 
reconciliation. The Canadian 
Roots Exchange supports Youth 
Reconciliation Initiative teams 
in 12 communities from coast 
to coast to coast across Canada. 
Information about the Cana-
dian Roots Exchange is available 
online at: canadianroots.ca.

BLEED

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE
Nipigon East Portion of the Lake Nipigon Forest 2021-2031 
Forest Management Plan

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Lake Nipigon Forest Management Inc., and the Nipigon East Area Local 
Citizens’ Committee (LCC) invite you to participate in the development of the 2021–2031 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Nipigon East 
portion of the Lake Nipigon Forest. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Northwest Region, Regional Operations Division, has submitted a proposal to divide the existing 
Lake Nipigon Forest and turn the two sub-units into their own respective Forest Management Units. A final decision on this proposal will be made 
at a later date following a separate consultation process.

The Planning Process

The FMP will take approximately three years to complete. During this time, five formal opportunities for public consultation and First Nation and Métis 
community involvement and consultation are provided. This first stage notice is to advise you that preparation of the plan has started and to request:

• Your contribution to background information, particularly information relating to values and important ecological features that could be 
affected by forest management activities; and,

• Your view of the desired forest condition and desired benefits which can be obtained from the forest. 

How to Get Involved

Please provide any comments or information to the 
MNRF office listed below or if you wish to meet 
and discuss your interests and concerns with the 
planning team, plan author and/or the LCC, please 
contact the individuals identified below.

Background information and sources of direction 
that are available for you to view include  
the following: 

• Description of the management 
responsibilities on the forest and of the forest 
industry that is supplied from the forest;

• Values maps showing natural resource 
features, land uses and values; 

• Description of the historic forest condition; 
• A map of existing roads and their use 

management strategies;
• Management unit annual reports, audit 

reports, and provincial reports pertaining to 
forest management; and, 

• Sources of direction for the forest such as 
past plans, land use plans, any relevant policy 
direction under the Endangered Species Act, 
2007, MNRF’s provincial goals, objectives and 
policies for natural resource management.

The background information and further information 
about the forest management planning process will 
be available for the duration of plan preparation.

The general information regarding the FMP process, as well as the information described in this notice, will be available at the Lake Nipigon 
Forest Management Inc. office and at the MNRF Nipigon District Office, at the locations shown below, by appointment during normal office 
hours. Meetings with representatives of the planning team and the LCC can be requested at any time during the planning process. Reasonable 
opportunities to meet planning team members during non-business hours will be provided upon request. If you require more information or wish 
to discuss your interests and concerns with a planning team member, please contact one of the individuals listed below:

Raymond Weldon, R.P.F.
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
5 Wadsworth Drive, P.O. Box 970, Nipigon, ON  P0T 2J0
tel: 807-887-5058

Mona Wiltshire, R.P.F.
Lake Nipigon Forest Management Inc. 
2225 Rosslyn Road, Thunder Bay, ON  P7K 1G9
tel: 807-285-4004

Alan Aubut
Nipigon East Area LCC
sibley.basin.group@gmail.com

Anytime during the planning process you may make a written request to seek resolution of issues with the MNRF District Manager or the Regional 
Director using a process described in the 2017 Forest Management Planning Manual (Part A, Section 2.4.1).

Stay Involved

There will be four more formal opportunities for you to be involved. These stages are listed and tentatively scheduled as follows:

Stage Two -  Review of the Proposed Long-Term Management Direction  August 2019
Stage Three -  Information Centre: Review of Proposed Operations December 2019
Stage Four -  Information Centre: Review of Draft Forest Management Plan  June 2020
Stage Five -  Inspection of MNRF-Approved Forest Management Plan  December 2020

If you would like to be added to a mailing list to be notified of public involvement opportunities, please contact Andrea Osala-Schaaf at 807-887-5065. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is collecting your personal information and comments under the authority of the Crown Forest Sustainability 
Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act; however, your comments will become part of the public consultation process and may be shared with the general public. Your 
personal information may be used by MNRF to send you further information related to this forest management planning exercise. If you have questions 
about the use of your personal information, please contact Marie Parsons, District Business Coordinator, at 807-887-5012.

 Education 

Canadian Roots Exchange holds educational exhibit

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
The youth leaders of the Canadian Roots Exchange Youth Reconciliation Initiative in Thunder Bay held an 
Exhibition Viewing and Sharing Circle at the Thunder Bay Art Gallery to discuss reconciliation and build-
ing trusting relationships between Indigenous and Non-Indigenous youth.

“We’re hoping to go 
to as many of the high 
schools as possible...”

- Sonya Belisle
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REVIEW
Review of Proposed Jack Pine Budworm 2019 Insect Pest Management Program – Red Lake, Kenora, and 
Dryden Districts – Stage 1: Information Centre

Dryden, Wabigoon, Trout Lake, Whiskey Jack, Red Lake and Whitefeather Forests
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) invites you to an information centre to review and comment on a proposed insect pest management program to control 
the jack pine budworm infestation on the Dryden, Wabigoon, Trout Lake, Whiskey Jack, Red Lake and Whitefeather Forests in the Dryden, Red Lake and Kenora Districts. The MNRF is 
considering a variety of options (e.g. redirected harvest and salvage harvest) but based upon the analysis of the available insect pest management options, the MNRF is proposing a course of 
action that would also include aerial spraying of insecticide on selected forest stands as part of an overall integrated strategy.

Information Centres will be held at the following locations from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. local time on the following dates:

Red Lake
October 16, 2018 at the Red Lake Super 8 Hotel, 11 Hughes Crescent, Red Lake, ON

Ear Falls
October 17, 2018 at the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 238, 40 John Street, Ear Falls, ON

Kenora
October 18, 2018 at the Clarion Lakeside Inn and Conference Centre,  
470 1st Avenue South, Kenora, ON

Dryden
October 19, 2018 at the Best Western Plus Dryden Hotel and Conference Centre,  
349 Government Street, Dryden, ON

Comments on the proposed insect pest management program and associated project proposals must be received by the appropriate MNRF District contact listed below by November 9, 2018.

MNRF DISTRICT CONTACTS:

Red Lake District-Red Lake, 
Trout Lake, White Feather Forests: 
Nadine Thebeau
MNRF Red Lake District Office
227 Howey Street, P.O. Box 5003 
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-1330 / fax: 807-727-2861
e-mail: nadine.thebeau@ontario.ca

Dryden District-Dryden Forest:
DJ Armit, R.P.F.
MNRF Dryden District Office
479 Government Street, Floor 2
P.O. Box 730, Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z4
tel: 807-223-7526 / fax: 807-223-2824
e-mail: dj.armit@ontario.ca

Kenora District-Whiskey Jack Forest:
Kaitlin Moncrief, R.P.F.
MNRF Kenora District Office
808 Robertson Street, P.O. Box 5080
Kenora, ON  P9N 3X9
tel: 807-468-2597 / fax: 807-468-2736
e-mail: kaitlin.moncrief@ontario.ca

Dryden District-Wabigoon Forest: 
Derek Johnson, R.P.F.
MNRF Dryden District Office
479 Government Street, Floor 2
P.O. Box 730, Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z4
tel: 807-223-7556 / fax: 807-223-2824
e-mail: derek.johnson@ontario.ca

SFL COMPANY CONTACTS:

Red Lake Forest:
Robert Partridge, R.P.F.
Red Lake Forest Management Corp.
147 Howey Street, Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-737-3320
e-mail: robert.partridge@whitefeatherforest.com 

Whitefeather Forest:
Sarah Bros, R.P.F.
Merin Forest Management
259 Pearce Street, North Bay, ON  P1C 1H3
tel/fax: 705-475-9083
e-mail: sarah.bros@merinforest.com

Dryden Forest:
Dave Legg, R.P.F. 
Plan Author
Dryden Forest Management Co. Ltd.
28A Earl Avenue
Dryden, ON  P8N 1X5
tel: 807-223-7216, ext. 1
e-mail: fmp@drydenforests.ca

Trout Lake and Wabigoon Forests:
Janet Lane, R.P.F.
Domtar
1 Duke Street, Postal Bag 4004
Dryden, ON  P8N 3J7
tel: 807-223-9156 / fax: 807-223-9401
e-mail: janet.lane@domtar.com

LOCAL CITIZEN (LCC) AND LOCAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE (LCAC) CONTACTS:

Red Lake District LCC:
Russ Power
P.O. Box 1493
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-735-2402
e-mail: russellpower28@gmail.com

Kenora District LCC:
Wayne Bruce 
c/o Kenora LCC
MNRF Kenora District Office
808 Robertson Street, P.O. Box 5080
Kenora, ON  P9N 3X9
e-mail: minaki.bruce@gmail.com

Dryden District LCAC:
Penny Ratushniak, R.P.F.
c/o Dryden LCAC
MNRF Dryden District Office 
479 Government Street, Floor 2, P.O Box 730
Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z4
tel: 807-223-3341

During the preparation of an insect pest management program, there is an opportunity to make a written request to seek resolution of issues with the MNRF Regional Director using a process 
described in the 2017 Forest Management Planning Manual (Part D, 7.5.4; Part A, Section 2.4.1.2). 

The last date to request issue resolution is December 12, 2018.

The MNRF is collecting your personal information and comments under the authority of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, 
etc.) will be protected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act; however, your comments will become part of the public consultation process and may be 
shared with the general public. Your personal information may be used by the MNRF to send you further information related to this forest management planning exercise. If you have questions 
about the use of your personal information, please contact: 

MNRF Red Lake District Office
Kathy Crampton
tel: 807-727-1332

MNRF Dryden District Office
Laurie Beck
tel: 807-223-7521

MNRF Kenora District Office
Shannon Diehl
tel: 807-468-2538

Renseignements en français : Derek Johnson au 807 223-7556

BLEEDBLEED

 Education 

Kashechewan First Nation calls Ottawa to action on education
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
Deputy Grand Chief Derek 
Fox joined Kashechewan First 
Nation Chief Leo Friday and MP 
Charlie Angus to demand action 
as education in Kashechewan 
First Nation is in crisis after the 
community’s portable class-
rooms were deemed unsafe for 
students.

“Kaschechewan’s Chief and 
Council were forced to close 
these portables because they 
feared for the health of their 
students, who are weeks late 
getting back to class for the 
upcoming school year,” said 
Deputy Grand Chief Derek Fox 

during a press conference and 
rally on Parliament Hill this 
morning. “The youth of Kas-
chechewan deserve a quality 
education and we will do every-
thing we can to make sure that 
they attend classes in a safe 
and healthy environment. We 
ask the federal government 
to work with the community 
and advance the timeframe 
for the work being planned for 
Kashechewan.”

Kashechewan declared a 
state of emergency last month 
because of the deplorable con-
ditions of the 10-year-old porta-
bles, which are rapidly deterio-
rating and infested with mould.

Youth and other citizens of 

the community have travelled 
to Parliament Hill to demand 
long-term solutions to ensure 
that students in Kashechewan 
receive a quality education on 
par with the rest of Ontario.

In addition to fixing the por-
tables before a new school can 
be built, the First Nation is ask-
ing the federal government to 
speed up the community’s relo-
cation process, which would 
see the reserve moved to higher 
ground further up the Albany 
River and out of danger from 
seasonal flooding.

Elementary school students 
are set to return to school today, 
two weeks after other Ontario 
students, as a temporary solu-

tion was reached to have stu-
dents attend classes in shifts 
at the community’s secondary 

school.
Chief Friday and other lead-

ers are expected to meet with 

Indigenous Services Minister 
Jane Philpott later today.

photo submitted by Charlie Angus/Facebook
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Hardrock Gold Mine Project - Public Comments Invited

October 1, 2018 — The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) is 
conducting a federal environmental assessment of the proposed Hardrock Gold Mine Project, 
located in northwestern Ontario. 

The Agency invites the public and Indigenous groups to comment on the draft Environmental 
Assessment Report, which includes the Agency's conclusions and recommendations regarding 
the potential environmental effects of the project and their significance, the proposed 
mitigation measures, and the follow-up program.

The Agency also invites comments on the potential environmental assessment conditions for 
the project. Final conditions would become legally-binding on the proponent if the project is 
allowed to proceed.

All comments received will be considered public. Written comments in either official language 
must be submitted by November 1, 2018 to:

Hardrock Gold Mine Project                                      
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
55 York Street, Suite 600
Toronto, Ontario M5J 1R7
Telephone: 416-952-1576
Email: ceaa.hardrockmine-minehardrock.acee@canada.ca

To view the draft Environmental Assessment Report and potential conditions, visit the Agency’s 
website at canada.ca/ceaa (Registry reference number 80068). Printed copies of the draft 
Report are also available at the following locations:

Greenstone Public Library – Longlac Branch Greenstone Public Library – Beardmore Branch
110 Kenogami Road   285 Main Street
Longlac, Ontario    Beardmore, Ontario

Elsie Dugard Centennial Public Library  Greenstone Public Library – Nakina Branch 
405 2nd Street West   216 North Street
Geraldton, Ontario     Nakina, Ontario

For more information on the Agency’s privacy policies, consult the Privacy Notice on its website 
at canada.ca/ceaa.

The Proposed Project
Greenstone Gold Mines is proposing the construction, operation, decommissioning, and 
abandonment of an open-pit gold mine and on-site metal mill located approximately five 
kilometres south of Geraldton, Ontario, at the intersection of Highway 11 (Trans-Canada 
Highway) and Michael Power Boulevard. As proposed, the gold mine would have an ore 
production capacity of 30,000 tonnes per day, and the metal mill would have an ore input 
capacity of 30,000 tonnes per day. 

CKWT 89.9 FM Sioux Lookout  |  CJWT 106.7 FM Timmins
on  www.wawataynews.ca

LISTEN TO WRN

Grassy Narrows making steps 
towards mercury justice
Geraldine Fobister
Special to Wawatay News

The Asubpeeschoseewagong 
First Nation has taken impor-
tant steps forward in its quest 
for mercury justice, with sup-
port from three political visitors 
this fall.  

Federal NDP leader Jagmeet 

Singh and NDP critic for Indig-
enous Youth Charlie Angus met 
with the community’s chief and 
council to discuss the affects 
of mercury poisoning on the 
reserve, and how the party 
intends to do a full clean up of 
the land and water if brought 
into power in the 2019 election. 

“One of the big things we 

heard is that there’s been some 
commitments at the provincial 
level but there’s been no com-
mitment at the federal level to 
actually do anything to clean up 
the mercury,” said Singh in an 
interview.

Con’d on next page...

photo submitted by Steve Land
Federal NDP leader Jagmeet Singh and NDP MP and critic for Indigenous youth Charlie Angus speak with 
local reporters in Grassy Narrows during a visit to the northwestern Ontario community.
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ABA Dental

Over 4,300 First Nation patients served.
ABA DENTAL CLINIC

ABA Dental Clinic has been providing quality 
dental care to Thunder Bay and Canada’s 
First Nations since 2002. Over these many 
years of serving the public, we have seen 
many dental problems that could be avoided 

– excessive dental caries, abscesses and gum diseases. 

Our mission is to help our patients keep their teeth for a lifetime. 
To achieve this goal, we encourage our patients to have regular 

3-month dental visits so that we can monitor and fix any dental 
problems before they get out of hand. 

Some people are too quick to remove or lose a tooth rather than 
try to save it, especially when it can be saved, and when it’s so  
important for thorough chewing and proper digestion. 

We need ALL our teeth (maybe not the wisdom teeth) just as we 
need all our fingers and toes. 

Call us NOW at 807-626-8001 to have your 
dental health assessed and maintained. 

ABA Dental Clinic, 
Creating Healthy, Beautiful Smiles.

photo submitted by Steve Land

from page 8

“And what we need is a com-
mitment, and so I would, if I 
was prime minister, make that 
commitment — let’s put fed-
eral dollars into cleaning up 
the water, protecting the envi-
ronment and giving the people 
the justice they deserve in this 
land.”

Asubpeeschoseewagong, also 
known as Grassy Narrows, and 
Wabaseemoong, also known as 
White Dog, were poisoned by a 
pulp and paper mill in Dryden, 
Ont. in the early 1960s, which 
dumped mercury into the Wabi-
goon River. The contamination 
shut down the communities’ 
livelihood from fishing and 
guiding, and made the people 
sick. 

Ontario Minister of Indige-
nous Affairs Greg Rickford also 
came to announce a provin-
cial contribution: a retroactive 
increase in mercury disability 
benefits to reflect the rate of 
inflation.

“Increasing these disability 

payments will help change peo-
ple’s lives for the better,” said 
Rickford in a press release.

“These payments have been 
frozen for over 30 years and 
that is unacceptable. This is one 
small part of the work we are 
doing to address the longstand-
ing challenges faced by people 
in Grassy Narrows and Wabas-
eemoong.”

According to a news state-
ment released by Grassy Nar-
rows, one of those challenges 
includes compensation for 
mercury contamination. Only 
a small group of people in the 
reserve receives mercury pay-
ments — 5.9 per cent of the 
population. The majority of 
people on the reserve are 
rejected in their applications to 
the Mercury Disability Board.

“This is a step forward 
in righting one of the many 
wrongs that have been done to 
us,” said Chief Rudy Turtle in 
the news statement. 

“But our people still suffer 
every day and most have never 
received any compensation for 

the poisoning of our families 
and our community.  I call on 
Ontario to compensate all our 
people fairly and to help us 
rebuild the health, livelihood, 
and independence that we once 
enjoyed.” 

One of the other important 
issues that’s ongoing in Grassy 
Narrows is there’s not enough 
money for the education sys-
tem. Singh said in an inter-
view during his visit that First 
Nations children deserve to 
have a well-funded education 
system, and called it a “basic 
human right.”

“…There’s also an even 
higher responsibility (in 
Grassy Narrows) given that the 
impacts of mercury have con-
nections to some outcomes with 
children, and there is an even 
heightened responsibility, even 
more responsibility, to make 
sure there are special needs 
resources available, because 
there’s that impact of mercury 
that has impacted kids as well,” 
he said.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Nibii-Mamowechitiwin 
- Youth Water Gathering 2018 
provided an opportunity for 
more than 200 Indigenous 
youth to participate in cultural 
teachings related to water at 
the Fort William First Nation 
Community Centre.

“Our people have strong 
roots in hunting and trapping,” 
says Clyde Brandon Moonias, a 
member of the Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation Oshkaatisak All Young 
People’s Council and emcee for 
the gathering. “We don’t hunt 
for sport, we hunt for our liv-
ing. I don’t know of any Native 
hunter that has the head of a 
moose hanging on their wall. 
We don’t do that because we 
use the whole animal — we 
eat the moose nose, we eat the 
tongue, liver, ribs, everything. 
So whenever we have a success-
ful harvest, we put that tobacco 
down for that animal and we 
say thank you, meegwetch, to 
the spirit of the animal for giv-
ing their life to nourish our life.”

Moonias says it was impor-
tant to bring the youth together 
at the gathering because it 
builds community.

“When you build community, 
you build empowerment and 
trust,” Moonias says. “It is really 
important to do this because we 
are bridging the gap between 
themselves and the wider com-
munity. We need them to be 
part of our community because 
they are our future. These stu-
dents here today might be 

teachers in our schools when 
they are older, so we need to 
bridge that gap and give them 
an opportunity to learn and 
grow and to really be part of a 
community.”

Students from Dennis Frank-
lin Cromarty First Nations High 
School, Matawa Learning Cen-
tre, Lakehead Public Schools 
and Thunder Bay Catholic Dis-
trict School Board attended 
the gathering along with staff, 
Elders and other community 
citizens.

“Today we are recognizing 
the sacredness of our water, 
Nibii,” says DFC Elder John 
Gagnon. “We want to teach 
the youngsters from DFC and 
Matawa Learning Centre the 
importance of water — water 
is life.”

Gagnon started the sacred 
fire and delivered the sacred 
fire teachings to kick off the 
gathering.

“When you get teachings 
from the Elders, the time is 
going to come when you have 
to do it,” Gagnon says. “We 
get those teachings for a rea-
son. Sometimes we are called 
upon to do it, there’s no second 
guessing so you have to do it.”

In addition to the cultural 
teachings and sacred fire, the 
gathering also featured a sun-
rise ceremony, round dance, 
the Matawa drum, a barbecue 
and a Walk like a Warrior work-
shop by Drezus, an award-win-
ning Indigenous hip hop artist 
from Saskatchewan. 

“I made the song called War-
path in 2014,” Drezus says. 

“That was the most powerful 
song I ever recorded. All of a 
sudden I started getting calls 
from Germany, Amsterdam, 
Norway. I was in a documen-
tary with Vice. All of a sudden 
CNN came to my house to do a 
documentary. All of a sudden I 
was on the news for something 

good. I got to share songs with 
them, I got to share all types of 
stuff, it was like crazy, but it just 
created this ripple effect and I 
started breaking down all of 
these things that stood in front 
of me.”

Drezus says he received a 
message from Taboo from the 
Black Eyed Peas after going to 
Standing Rock.

“He was like: ‘I’ve been a fan 
of your’s for a couple of years 

since Warpath,’” Drezus says. “I 
was hoping you would be down 
to make a song about Stand-
ing Rock. What would you say 
if one of the Black Eyed Peas 
hit you up and asked you to do 
a song. I was like: ‘C’mon now, 
let’s go.’”

Drezus says he wrote a 
verse about singing songs in 
the sweat lodge for the song, 
which ended up in a video 
called Stand Up/Stand N 

Rock. The video is available 
online at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Onyk7guvHK8.

“The sweat lodge is part of 
my life, at least five, six, seven, 
maybe eight times a year now,” 
Drezus says.

The gathering was organized 
by the members of the Working 
Group for Seven Youth Inquest 
Recommendation 115 (Water-
course and River Safety Audits).
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Thunder Bay

(807) 622-2626
halfwaymotorspowersports.com

© 2018 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or
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Fortune Bay
November 6-8, 2018 and
December 11-13, 2018

Casino Trips

Graceland
12 days • March 18, 2019

Mackinac/Amish
September 16-23, 2-19

Motor Coach Tours

Thunder Bay to Varadero
November 13-20, 2018
Memories Varadero
$745 pp (all taxes included)

Thunder Bay to Punta Cana
January 2-9, 2019
Punta Cana Tropical Princess
$1,595 pp (all taxes included)

Thunder Bay to Cancun
January 7-14, 2019
Oasis Palm
$1,849 pp (all taxes included)

Direct Flights

Adventure Awaits!

Youth water gathering teaches about culture

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Award-winning Indigenous hip-hop artist Drezus delivered his Walk like a Warrior workshop at the Nibii-Mamowechitiwin - Youth Water Gath-
ering 2018 at the Fort William First Nation Community Centre.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Thunder Bay Indigenous 
filmmakers Jack Belhumeur 
and Benjamin Murray enjoyed 
screening their films at the 
2018 Vox Popular Media Arts 
Festival, held in Thunder Bay. 
Formerly called the Bay Street 
Film Festival, the not-for-profit 
annual media arts festival fea-
tured 57 films at Trinity Hall.

“It was great — there were a 
lot of questions from the audi-
ence,” says Belhumeur, a Metis 
filmmaker from Alberta who 
lives in Fort William. “They 
certainly, I feel, took in the mes-
sages that I put out with my 
films. Every one of my films is 
addressing something, so that 
gets people talking. There was a 
lot of good questions asked fol-
lowing the screening.”

Belhumeur had two films 
in the festival, War Paint, pro-
duced by himself, and Dying in 
Vein, produced along with Mur-
ray.

“For the first film, War Paint, 
the topic is about Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, 
but what it is actually about is 
using your art to put a message 
out there,” Belhumeur says. 
“So it’s War Paint — these art-

ists are painting and they are at 
war, so that was the message 
there.”

Belhumeur says the second 
film, Dying in Vein, was about 
the opiate addiction issue in the 
community.

“We did that because we had 
experienced some effects of 
that whole (issue) very closely 
in our lives,” Belhumeur says. 
“So as artists, as we said in War 
Paint, we are using our film and 
our art as a weapon against this 
and that.”

Belhumeur says he likes to 
put an emphasis on the visuals 
in his films.

“If you had no sound on your 
film, you should still be able to 
know what the story is saying,” 
Belhumeur says. “So I think 
that shines through in the imag-
ery alone.”

Murray, a Mi’gmaq film-
maker and musician who lives 
in Thunder Bay, says the Dying 
in Vein film was about a friend 
who passed away.

“I’m tired of seeing people 
die for no reason,” Murray 
says, noting that he quit using 
oxycontin and heroin about 
12 years ago. “The intention 
(of the film) was mostly just to 
show the fear — going into it, 
you never know from one day 

to the next if it is going to be 
the day you’re going to take a 
dose that is too much or end up 
in a situation you can’t get out 
of or end up in prison. We just 
wanted to show that hopeless-
ness in as poignant a way as 
possible, and I think we were 
fairly effective in that even 
though we had absolutely no 

budget and shot it on GoPros 
over the weekend.”

Murray says the spirit in the 
film depicts the friend who 
passed away, adding that he 
was “almost like a guardian 
angel” in the film.

“(He) was really close to me 
and his spirit comes and knocks 
on my door,” Murray says about 

the spirit character in the film. 
“(He) basically lets me know it 
could be me next and that I’m 
loved and that I need to just put 
this (drug) down and go seek 
help. We show at the beginning 
of the film that there is a paper 
on my table that shows a bunch 
of different places that you can 
go and receive help, and at the 

end of the film I grab the paper 
and I leave.”

The other films featured dur-
ing the First Nations session 
were: Home to Me, by David 
Hodges; NDNs on the Air-
waves, by Jackson 2Bears from 
Lethbridge; and Iglu: Angirraq 
(House: Home), by Mosha Fol-
ger from Iqaluit.

Indigenous filmmakers featured at the Vox Popular Media Arts Festival

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Indigenous filmmakers Benjamin Murray and Jack Belhumeur 
attended the screening of their films War Paint and Dying in Vein at 
the 2018 Vox Popular Media Arts Festival in Thunder Bay.
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First Nations Women’s Day 
celebrates 10th anniversary
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Beendigen Anishinabe 
Women’s Crisis Home and Fam-
ily Healing Agency 10th Annual 
Recognition Dinner for First 
Nations Women’s Day featured 
a keynote presentation by Eagle 
Lake’s Michelle Derosier.

“I am still learning (Anishi-
nabemowin), and it’s been 
really hard for some of us to 
bravely step into this place,” 
says Derosier, an award-winning 
filmmaker and co-owner of 
Thunderstone Pictures Inc., dur-
ing the Oct. 4 dinner at the Air-
lane Hotel and Conference Cen-
tre in Thunder Bay. “I’ve heard 
other people and I think the 
more that we do it the more that 
we make space for ourselves to 
be able to learn and to take back 
what should have always been 
ours. When I speak, even if it is 
only a few short broken words of 
my own tongue, this is my silent 
revolution.”

Derosier says she tossed a 
coin to decide whether to move 
to Winnipeg or Thunder Bay in 
1988, and chose Thunder Bay.

“I arrived here 30 years 
ago, lost, confused, hurting, a 
young 18-year-old girl,” Der-
osier says. “I had absolutely no 
awareness about was happen-
ing to me. I knew no bigger pic-
ture. I was very familiar with 
pain. Although I didn’t know 
it was planned, yet. I didn’t 
know there was an actual plan 

set in place to destroy me, to 
destroy us and our people. I just 
thought I was less than, and 
that my life just didn’t really 
have much value.”

Derosier says the weight of 
intergenerational trauma was 
taking her down fast when she 
discovered Beendigen.

“I remember sitting in my 
counsellor’s office at Beendigen 
feeling very strange,” Derosier 
says. “I think I felt important 
and I felt safe. I remember feel-
ing relief that I had found some-
one who I felt was there to lis-
ten and to hear me. This would 
be the first time anyone had 
ever heard me.”

Derosier says those counsel-
ling sessions were the begin-
ning of her transformation, a 
transformation that is still in 
progress 30 years later.

“So thank you for that,” 
Derosier says. “Thank you for 
throwing me that lifeline many 
years ago.”

Derosier says the more that 
she rejects the fallacy that west-
ern ways and colonial ways are 
better, the more she feels at 
home.

“And I don’t have to live in 
a teepee to do that,” Derosier 
says. “I’m doing that right now 
and I love my warm apart-
ment.”

Derosier says she found heal-
ing after she offered tobacco 
and harvested birchbark from 
the land.

“This year was the first time 

I harvested birchbark,” Der-
osier says. “The land, our land, 
it’s magic. I’m pretty sure that 
birchbark helped me heal by 
slowly peeling it off the tree.”

The Recognition Dinner also 
featured the presentation of 
awards to 16 recipients, includ-
ing Margaret Boyce, Cheyanne 
DeGagne, Roseanna Hudson, 
Lisa Jourdain, Tracey MacKin-
non, Veronica Mekanak, Joanne 
Mendowegan, Hannah Neegan, 
Eve Patterson, Christine Phil-
lips, Ashley Rose, Thomastine 
Shawayahamish, Ernestine 
Tait, Valerie Thivierge, Ash-
ley Tomagatick and Dolores 
Wawia.

“This is literally an honour 
for me,” Boyce says. “I owe it 
all to the Shelter House, basi-
cally when they came up with 
that alcohol management pro-
gram because I was living on 
the street 16 years prior to that 
program being (implemented) 
at Shelter House. I was one 
of the first clients there and I 
stayed there for about two years 
and a half, and that’s when I 
started growing. They showed 
me respect and I learned how to 
respect myself.”

The event included wel-
come and closing songs by the 
Bapiin Drum Group, welcom-
ing remarks by Sandi Boucher, 
opening and closing prayers by 
Elder Edna Wigwas, a singing 
performance by Jamie Labrador 
and closing remarks by Kath-
leen Sawdo.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Jamie Labrador performed her music at the Beendigen Anishinabe Women’s Crisis Home and Family Heal-
ing Agency 10th Annual Recognition Dinner for First Nations Women’s Day on Oct. 4 in Thunder Bay.
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Lakehead University annual 
Fall Harvest a success
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The frying of sturgeon from 
the Albany River and roasting 
of geese from Quebec were 
among the highlights for par-
ticipants at the Lakehead Uni-
versity Fall Harvest in Thunder 
Bay.

“A lot of them have never 
eaten sturgeon, and they say it 
is very mild,” says Elder Law-
rence Baxter, from Marten Falls. 
“I cautioned them not to eat 
too much of it because it is very 
rich. For us, it was a steady diet 
when we were young. It was 
one of the most stable foods 
that we had.”

Baxter says most of the par-
ticipants told him they had 
never seen sturgeon before.

“We used to get them up to a 
hundred pounds,” Baxter says, 
noting that sturgeons are mak-
ing a comeback on the Albany 
River after being depleted over 
the past 60 years. “Now they 
are coming back up again — we 
are able to catch 50-pound stur-
geon from time-to-time, which 
is a good sign. A lot of the stur-
geons we catch are about 30-40 
pounds. So the fish are healthy 
up there.”

Elder Charlotte Kwandibens, 
from Quebec, says it takes 
about two-and-a-half to three 
hours to roast a goose over a 
fire. She pre-roasted the geese 
at home before the event 

because the event does not last 
long enough to properly roast 
goose over a fire.

“You don’t use the wood part, 
you use the ashes to cook it,” 
Kwandibens says. “You keep 
pushing the ashes towards the 
goose. If you use the wood, it 
burns.”

Kwandibens says there was 
a good response to the roasted 
geese from the participants.

“They really loved it, espe-
cially with the goose and 
the blueberries together,” 
Kwandibens says.

Kwandibens says she was 
taught by her mother how to 
cook geese.

“We still do it every spring 
and fall,” Kwandibens says. 
“We go to our camp in Que-
bec and we live like this. My 
brothers and my sisters, we get 
together at camp and we do all 
of this. We cook by the fire, we 
do everything by the fire. And 
in our cabins we still use wood 
stoves.”

Elder Dolores Wawia, a for-
mer assistant professor at Lake-
head University who is from 
Gull Bay, spoke about storytell-
ing with the participants.

“I became a storyteller when 
I was five-years-old,” Wawia 
says. “I was the oldest of 12 
children and I was told to enter-
tain my brothers. I would line 
them up in a little circle and 
I would tell them stories, and 
they liked spooky stories, super-

natural stories.”
Wawia says she also asked 

the participants to share some 
of their stories.

“That’s what a good sto-
ryteller does, is get people to 
share,” Wawia says. “Don’t do 
all the talking, get them to 
share too.”

Elder Gerry Martin, from 
Mattagami, shared information 
with the participants about ber-
ries and herb tea.

“We’re in the blueberry 
moon now,” Martin says. “We 
can either render them down 
to blueberry concentrate to use 
for drink and sweetener, or we 
can render them down and put 
some sugar and pectin in there 
and make jam.”

Martin says the participants 
were surprised with his herb 
tea.

“I do not know what they are 
thinking, but when they taste it 
and they have it, they say this 
is really good,” Martin says. “I 
think it is the mint that makes it 
nice tasting.”

The participants also had 
an opportunity to learn about 
birchbark basket making and 
hand drumming, sample fried 
walleye and fried bannock with 
blueberry jam and join in with 
the Elders for sweat lodge and 
traditional moon teachings. 
The Fall Harvest was held at 
the Lakehead University sweat 
lodge site.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Elder Lawrence Baxter fries up some of his sturgeon during the Lakehead University Fall Harvest in Thun-
der Bay.
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Public Comments Invited

Century Gold Project

September 27, 2018 – The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) has 
commenced a federal environmental assessment for the proposed Century Gold Project, located 
in Timmins, Ontario.

The Agency invites the public and Indigenous groups to comment on which aspects of the 
environment may be affected by this project and what should be examined during the 
environmental assessment, as detailed in the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
Guidelines. 

All comments received will be considered public. Written comments in either official language 
must be submitted by October 29, 2018 to: 

Century Gold Project 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
55 York Street, Suite 600
Toronto, Ontario M5J 1R7
Telephone: 416-952-1576
Email: CEAA.Century.ACEE@canada.ca

To view the draft EIS Guidelines or for more information on the project, visit the Agency’s 
website at canada.ca/ceaa (Registry reference number 80155). Printed copies are available upon 
request and are also available for viewing at the following locations:

For more information on the Agency's privacy policies, consult the Privacy Notice on its website 
at canada.ca/ceaa.
 
The Proposed Project
Porcupine Gold Mines, a subsidiary of Goldcorp Canada Ltd., is proposing the construction, 
operation, decommissioning and abandonment of a new metal mill as well as the expansion of 
its existing Dome Mine, located in Timmins, Ontario. The area of mine operations for the 
existing Dome Mine would increase by over 50%. As proposed, the Century Gold Project would 
operate for 10 to 16 years, and include an open-pit gold mine with an ore production capacity 
of 70,000 tonnes per day. The on-site metal mill would have an ore input capacity of 70,000 
tonnes per day.

Timmins Public Library
320 Second Avenue  
Timmins, Ontario

Charles M. Shields Centennial Library 
99 Bloor Avenue
South Porcupine, Ontario
  
Cochrane Public Library  
178 4th Avenue
Cochrane, Ontario

Matheson Public Library
352 Second Street
Matheson, Ontario  

Gogama Local Services Board
15 Low Avenue
Gogama, Ontario 

Residential School awareness 
walk held on Orange Shirt Day

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
shared how residential school 
impacted one of his cousins 
during the Orange Shirt Day 
Indian Residential School 

Awareness Walk in Thunder 
Bay.

“Even though he is in his 60s 
now, he talks about the impacts 
that he still feels in his life, how 
this impacted him when he 
was sent to a residential school 

in Kenora when he was just a 
small boy,” Fiddler says. “We 
know that these impacts are 
still very much with us today 
in our communities, the fact 
that we are still losing children 
to suicide, to the child welfare 

system, even to the education 
system. 

Con’d on next page...

Rick Garrick /Wawatay News
Oshkaatisak (All Young People’s) Council member Randall Crowe leads the Orange Shirt Day Indian Residential School Awareness Walk along 
Arthur Street in Thunder Bay.
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from page 14

The impacts are still there 
and it is up to all of us to 
address these things so that all 
of us can heal, not just Indige-
nous people, not just those who 
went to residential schools, but 
for all of us in order for us to be 
a better community and a better 
nation.”

The Orange Shirt Day Walk 
began with an opening cere-
mony at Paterson Park, located 
at the corner of May and Miles 
Sts. near the Thunder Bay 
Courthouse, before the walkers 
proceeded along Miles, Vick-
ers and Authur Sts. to Pope 
John Paul II Senior Elementary 
School, where another cere-
mony was held at the site of the 
demolished St. Joseph’s Indian 
residential school.

“On Wednesday we lit the 
sacred fire at the site of the old 
St. Joseph’s residential school,” 
Fiddler says. “I’ve been there a 
number of times over the last 
three or four days, and it is so 
heartwarming to see people 
coming, especially young peo-
ple and students coming to 
know more about what hap-
pened at residential schools and 
the importance of them learn-
ing more about that part of 
their history.”

An update on the St. Joseph’s 
Indian residential school mon-
ument, which was created 
through a partnership between 
the City of Thunder Bay, Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation and the 
Thunder Bay Catholic District 
School Board on the south-
western corner of the Pope 
John Paul II Senior Elemen-
tary School property, was also 
delivered by Ann Magiskan, 
Aboriginal liaison with the City 
of Thunder Bay.

“We’re working on having a 
bronze plaque, which should 
go in in the next six-to-eight 
weeks,” Magiskan says, add-
ing that benches will also be 
installed in a circular fashion 
around the monument. “You 
will notice that the outside 
fences have been taken down, 
so this will be a place that peo-
ple can come and reflect, offer 
tobacco and just remember and 
honour the lives (of students) 
that had come to this school.”

Magiskan adds that Long 
Lake #58 Elder Allen Towe-
gishig and Marten Falls Elder 
Sam Achneepineskum were 
instrumental in getting the 
monument project developed.

“A lot of things happened 
to us, like we weren’t allowed 
to speak our language,” Towe-
gishig says about residential 
school. “We got a lot of punish-
ment and we were all sad and 
lonely and wanted to go home.”

Towegishig says “a lot of 
children” left their child-
hoods behind in the residential 
schools.

“That is why we are walk-
ing around without no spirits,” 
Towegishig says. “The same 
thing happened to me when 
I was in McIntosh (residential 
school), I left my childhood 
behind. And no matter how 
long your healing is, we still get 
flashbacks.”

Towegishig says he went 
through a ceremony to get his 
childhood back.

“That’s what we have to do, 
get back our childhood to be 
able to live again,” Towegishig 
says.

Oshkaatisak (All Young Peo-
ple’s) Council member Randall 
Crowe says it was “awesome” to 
participate in the Orange Shirt 
Day Walk.

“It is good that we took part 
in this to honour the students 
that didn’t make it home and to 
honour the residential school 
survivors,” Crowe says. “I hope 
more people will come and see 
(the monument) just to know 
what this site represents and 
what that monument repre-
sents and what happened on 
this site to our people and the 
students that didn’t make it 
home.”

Orange Shirt Day is named 
after Phyllis (Jack) Webstad, 
who had her new orange shirt, 
which her grandmother had 
bought for her, taken away 
on her first day at residential 
school in B.C.

BLEED

REVIEW
Review of Major Amendment: Information Centre 
Nagagami 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Nagagami Forest Management and the Nagagami Forest Local Citizens’ 
Committee (LCC), invite you to attend an information centre. This information centre is being held as part of the detailed planning of operations for 
the major amendment to the 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Nagagami Forest. 

This amendment provides for the construction of primary roads connecting the Nagagami Forest to surrounding forest management units, allowing for 
more efficient hauling of forest resources to local wood processing facilities. The roads to be constructed as part of this amendment include:

• Mosambik Road (connecting to the Magpie Forest)
• Mileage 17 Road (connecting to the Big Pic Forest)
• South Bayfield Lake Road (connecting to the White River Forest)

How to Get Involved

During preparation of a major amendment to a FMP, two formal opportunities for public consultation and First Nation and Métis community 
involvement and consultation are provided. This ‘Stage One’ notice is: 

• to invite you to review and comment on proposed operations for the 
major amendment; and

• to request additional contributions to the background information to 
be used in planning.

To assist in your review of the proposed major amendment for the 
Nagagami FMP, related information and maps will be available at the 
information centres to be held from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the 
following dates at the following locations:

November 13, 2018
White River Harmony Club
309 Spruce Street, White River, ON

November 14, 2018
Dubreuilville Municipal Centre
23, rue des Pins, Dubreuilville, ON

November 15, 2018
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 194
48 Sixth Avenue, Hornepayne, ON

Can't Make It?

The information described in this notice, will also be available for review,  
by appointment during normal business hours, for a 30-day period  
November 12, 2018 to December 11, 2018 after the information centres at: 

Jackfish River Management Inc.
10 Becker Road, P.O. Box 780 
Hornepayne, ON  P0M 1Z0
Dale Goodfellow, R.P.F.
tel: 807-868-2370, ext. 225

MNRF Wawa District Office
48 Mission Road, P.O. Box 1160 
Wawa, ON  P0S 1K0
Brian Harbord, R.P.F.
tel: 705-856-4736

Comments on the proposed major amendment to the Nagagami FMP must 
be received by Brian Harbord, R.P.F. of the planning team at the MNRF Wawa District Office by December 11, 2018. 

You may make a written request to initiate a formal issue resolution process, following the process described in the Forest Management Planning 
Manual (2017) (Part C, Section 7.1.5). 

Stay Involved

A final opportunity to inspect the approved major amendment before it is implemented will take place during the “Inspection of MNRF-Approved 
Major Amendment” ‘Stage Two’, which is tentatively scheduled for January 11, 2019 to February 10, 2019.

If you would like to be added to our mailing list and be notified of these consultation opportunities, please contact Brian Harbord, R.P.F. at 705-856-4736.

For further information, please contact any of the following individuals during normal office hours:

Brian Harbord, R.P.F. 
MNRF Wawa District Office
48 Mission Road 
P.O. Box 1160
Wawa, ON  P0S 1K0
tel: 705-856-4736
e-mail: brian.harbord@ontario.ca

Dale Goodfellow, R.P.F.
Jackfish River Management Ltd.
10 Becker Road
P.O. Box 780, 
Hornepayne, ON  P0M 1Z0
tel: 807-868-2370, ext. 225

Marg Zajac
Nagagami Forest LCC
c/o MNRF Wawa District Office
48 Mission Road
P.O. Box 1160
Wawa, ON  P0S 1K0

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is collecting your personal information and comments under the authority of the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act; however, your comments will become part of the public consultation process and may be shared with the 
general public. Your personal information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to send you further information related to this 
forest management planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of your personal information, please contact Doris Zagar at 705-856-4745.

Renseignements en français : Jennifer Lamontagne au 705 856-4747.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
The Orange Shirt Day walkers march along Vickers Street during the Orange Shirt Day Indian Residential School Awareness Walk on Sept. 30 
in Thunder Bay.

Orange Shirt Day an 
all ages event
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Ontario Native Women’s 
Association held its 13th annual 
Sisters in Spirit Vigil to honour 
the lives of Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and 
Girls on Oct. 4 in Thunder Bay.

“It is important to keep the 
spotlight on the injustices 
that are happening to Indig-
enous women and to keep 
the spotlight on the violence 
that is resulting in the loss of 
our women,” says Fort Wil-
liam Councillor Michele Solo-
mon, who is also the commu-
nity development manager at 
ONWA. “One of the things that 
is important to draw atten-
tion to is there was recently an 
announcement that there was 
going to be a cutting of the 
Greyhound bus service right 
across the province. That to me 
is problematic and will further 
make Indigenous women vul-
nerable because it is forcing 
people out onto the highway 
to hitchhike. It is not so easy to 
just fly out of communities, and 
some communities do not have 
any other mechanism of trans-
portation.”

Audrey Deroy, land-based 
coordinator with ONWA, says 
the vigil was well attended with 
many families and community 
citizens in attendance.

“As Anishinabek, our families 
are number one,” Deroy says. 
“We come together to support 
each other, to make sure every-
one is well taken care of and to 

always be thinking about those 
too that are having a hard time 
in life because of all the trau-
mas and the injustices that have 
happened to our women and 
our families and our children.”

The vigil included hand 
drum songs, a sharing of berries 
and the offering of tobacco at 
the sacred fire and a feast.

“It feels like we’re spending 
time with our ancestors when 
we’re standing around that 
sacred fire,” Deroy says. “It 
gives us a feeling of like you’re 
close to them, the ones that 
have gone to the spirit world. 
So it’s a place where we can 
send prayers and feel like we 
have a little bit of time with 
them.”

Lindsay Tyance, Aboriginal 
Healthy Babies Healthy Chil-
dren family home visitor with 
ONWA, says it was important 
to provide community citizens 
with an opportunity to make a 
tobacco offering at the sacred 
fire.

“There were lots of family 

members of missing and mur-
dered women,” Tyance says. 
“They got to make an offering 
to the sacred fire, and I think 
it really contributes to healing. 
This is a part of our culture and 
this is the way we have always 
healed in the past, and we need 
to get our traditions back.”

The Sister in Spirit Vigils 
were first hosted by the Native 
Women’s Association of Canada 
in 2006, with 11 vigils held that 
year. About 212 vigils were 
hosted across Canada and the 
world in 2017.

“We must continue this dia-
logue and support each other 
as we make space for families 
to grieve and acknowledge 
that these women are loved,” 
says Regional Chief RoseAnne 
Archibald. “I continue to hold a 
vision of our women and girls 
being safe and protected and 
always treated with dignity 
and respect. We want our girls 
to grow up knowing they are 
valued and that they can reach 
their highest and full potential.”

National Chief Perry Belle-
garde commended the tireless 
commitment of families for 
seeking justice and healing and 
reiterated the calls for immedi-
ate action focused on preven-
tion and safety.

“It is disheartening that 
in Canada we must demand 
action to establish safe environ-
ments for those most at risk for 
experiencing violence,” Belle-
garde says. “I support everyone 
impacted by violence and fami-
lies who have lost loved ones, 
and will continue to seek justice 
and healing alongside them. 
The strength and contributions 
of First Nations women must 
be respected and celebrated. 
Our daughters, our sisters, our 
mothers deserve nothing less 
than to feel valued and safe in 
their homes, communities and 
country. All governments have 
a role in building a country we 
can all be proud of, a country 
where every person is valued.”

The Ojibway and Cree Cultural Centre is pleased 
to announce the winners of our 14th Annual OCCC 

Scholarship awards.  

Congratulations to 
Deanna Carly Hartley 

from Aglace Chapman Education Centre who is 
the recipient of the Gilbert and Barbara Baxter 
Memorial Award 2018 for her involvement in 

language and cultural activities in the school and 
community. Nomination by Teacher Don Ghaney.

The Scholarships are provided in memory of Gilbert and Barbara Baxter (western 
NAN) and Willie Wesley (eastern NAN) in recognition of their e�orts in promoting 
language and culture within the NAN area. Consequently, the purpose of these 
scholarships is to honour those Grade 8 students who are actively involved with 

language and culture activities in the school or community and show good 
attendance and achievement in school.

OJIBWAY AND CREE CULTURAL CENTRE

Scholarship Awards 2018

Slate Falls Nation
48 Lakeview Road
Slate Falls, Ontario

P0V 3C0
Tele: (807) 737-5700
Fax: (888) 431-5617

Slate Falls Nation
1. Notice of General Election

to be held
November 30, 2018

2. Notice of Nomination Meeting
to be held 

October 26, between 6-9 pm at the school gym.
• If you wish to receive a mail in ballot please contact the Electoral Officer no later than 

October 30th, 2018 to provide your mailing address. Any requests for a mail in ballot 
made past this date may not be received in time for Election Day.

• A Voters list and the Election code is available at the Slate Falls Nation Band Office  
or by contacting the Electoral Officer at the number below. 

• If any community member has any questions, please do not hesitate  
to contact the Electoral Officer.

Tyance Fiddler
Electoral Officer
(807) 738-1066

Dilico invites you to join our multiservice team of  
professionals as a: 

Career Opportunities 

Health 
CERTIFIED DIABETES EDUCATORS 

2-Permanent Full-Time, 
Thunder Bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For closing date, detailed job description and to apply online, visit 
www.dilico.com. Please forward cover letter, resume and 
employment application to: 
 

Recruitment 
Dilico Anishinabek Family Care 

200 Anemki Place, Fort William First Nation, ON  P7J 1L6 
Telephone: (807) 625-5211 

Email: recruitment@dilico.com 

Dilico is committed to diversity in the 
workplace and encourages applications 
from all qualified candidates. 

Dilico gives preference to 
Anishinabek people. 

Only those considered for an interview will be contacted. 

www.dilico.com 

Book your next ad with us today!
Tom Scura: Phone: 807 622-6000   

Fax: 807 622-6010
toms@wawatay.on.ca

 Community

ONWA hosts Sisters in Spirit Vigil

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
A group of the participants released balloons during the Ontario Native Women’s Association 13th annual 
Sisters in Spirit Vigil on Oct. 4 in Thunder Bay.
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Peter Moon 
Special to Wawatay News

An eight-member team of 
Canadian Rangers from North-
ern Ontario shot against some 
of the best military marksmen 
in Canada and “did well using 
their .303 Lee-Enfield bolt-
action rifles, which were being 
used in a national shooting 
competition for the last time,” 
according to their team captain.

The team competed in the 
two-week-long Canadian 
Armed Forces Small Arms Con-
centration (CAFSAC) at the his-
toric Connaught Ranges, near 

Ottawa. The annual competi-
tion attracted 450 shooters and 
support staff from the Canadian 
Armed Forces and teams from 
Australia, Britain, the Nether-
lands, and the United States.

“A lot of the Rangers from 
across Canada were happy to 
show off their .303 Ranger 
rifles for the last time to mem-
bers of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and members of the 
teams representing other 
nations,” said Warrant Officer 
Ben Kirke. “It’s the last year the 
rifles will be used at CAFSAC. 
Next year all the Rangers will 
be competing with the new 

C-19 Ranger rifle.”
The Lee-Enfield has been 

used by the Rangers since 1947 
and is in the process of being 
replaced by the C-19, a specially 
designed, .308 bolt action rifle.

The Rangers allowed soldiers 
at the competition an opportu-
nity to fire their .303 rifles and 
were allowed to shoot the sol-
diers’ weapons.

“There was tremendous 
interest in our rifles from 
both the Canadian troops and 
members of the teams from 
other countries,” said Corpo-
ral Jordan Ayearst, a Ranger 
and hunter from Moose Fac-
tory, a small Cree community 
on James Bay. “But we were 
as excited to see their modern 
technology in the way of their 
weapons as they were to see our 
Lee-Enfields. A lot of them were 
familiar with automatic weap-
ons but they’d never fired a bolt 
action rifle before.”

He had read about the Steyr 
AUG assault rifle used by the 
Australian Defence Force and 
had always wanted to fire one. 
“(Sergeant) Tom Squires of the 
Australian team let me shoot 
with his and I let him shoot with 
my Lee-Enfield,” he said. 

The Rangers had opportuni-
ties during the meet to shoot 

with pistols, sniper rifles, 
assault rifles, and light machine 
guns. 

 “CAFSAC was everything I 
hoped it would be,” Corporal 
Ayearst said. “It was a great 
experience. “I learned from the 
training we did before we got 
here and I learned from being 
here. I go home a better shot.”

The team members from 
Northern Ontario were Ranger 
Hondy Atlookan from Eabame-
toong, Corporal Jordan Ayearst 
from Moose Factory, Ranger 
Leonard Beaver from Webequie, 
Ranger Zedekiah Brisket from 
Wunnumin, Ranger 

Kyle Linklater from Peawa-
nuck, Ranger Jerome Mack, 

from Peawanuck, Ranger Cindy 
Suganaqueb from Webequie, 
and Master Corporal Donny 
Sutherland  from Constance 
Lake.

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the 
public affairs ranger for the 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group at 
Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

 Community
Canadian Rangers and junior rangers honour teen suicide

Peter Moon 
Special to Wawatay News

Members of the local Cana-
dian Ranger and Junior Cana-
dian Ranger patrols played a 
lead role at a funeral Monday 
in Bearskin Lake First Nation 
at the funeral for a 13-year-old 
Junior Ranger who committed 
suicide.

Citizens of the small Oji-Cree 
community, which has a popu-
lation of  500 and is located 625 
kilometers north of Thunder 
Bay, were shocked when they 
learned Karlena Kamenawata-
min died  by  her own hand last 
Wednesday. 

They expressed their grief 
while making it standing room 
only in the small Full Gospel 
Church for both the visitation 
and the funeral service. Junior 
Rangers acted as pall bearers 
and presented a Junior Ranger 
flag to Karlena’s parents at the 
conclusion of the service. They 
also flanked Karlena’s casket 
in the back of a pick-up truck 
when it was driven from the 

airport to the church after an 
autopsy in Thunder Bay.

The Junior Rangers are a cul-
turally sensitive Canadian Army 
program for boys and girls aged 
12 to 18 in remote and isolated 
communities across the Cana-
dian North.

“There’s a lot of sadness in 
the community,” said Warrant 
Officer Kevin Meikle, an army 
instructor, who helped organize 
the funeral. “It’s a very small 
community so any loss is felt by 
all and certainly all the Junior 
Rangers knew Karlena well. 
They are sad but they are cop-
ing.”

He said grief counselors who 
flew into the community were 
helping the Rangers and Junior 
Rangers and other community 
citizens by conducting sharing 
circles with them.

 “We were shocked when 
we learned of her death,” said 
Captain John Mc Neil, the army 
officer who commands the 
1,000 Junior Rangers in 24 First 
Nations across the Far North of 
Ontario.

In July, Karlena was awarded 
the Order of St. George Medal, 
a prestigious national honour, 
for her outstanding leader-
ship at Camp Loon, an annual 
advanced leadership training 
camp for Junior Rangers in 
Northern Ontario.

“I spoke with her several time 
at Camp Loon,” Captain McNeil 
said. ”She was very quiet but 
she had a lot of good ideas and 
she was a strong team leader. 
That’s why she was chosen to 
be the top Junior Ranger at the 
camp. She was number one out 
of 141 Junior Rangers. She was 
quiet but she worked with her 
team and with every one at the 
camp. Everyone liked her.”

Karlena’s mother said her 
daughter enjoyed being a 
Junior Ranger. “She told me 
Karlena was very excited about 
going back to Camp Loon next 
year,” Warrant Officer Meikle 
said.

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
of Nishnawbe Aski Nation met 
with the Junior Rangers and 
told them Karlena’s death had 

brought attention to the diffi-
cult living conditions in most of 
the North’s First Nations. Kar-
lena lived in a run down house 
without electricity.

Sol  Mamakwa, the NDP MPP 
for Kiiwetinoong riding, was 
also in Bearskin Lake for the 
funeral. He shocked the Ontario 
Legislature last Thursday when 
he stood to announce Karlena’s 

suicide and told them that three 
years ago a 10-year-old girl 
committed suicide in the com-
munity.

“Two years ago, the suicide 
rate for children under the age 
of 15 in First Nations I represent 
was 50 times more than the 
national average,” he said. “But 
what has changed since these 
children took their own lives? ”

He called on the Ontario 
government to do more to stop 
the “pandemic” of Indigenous 
youth suicides in the Far North.

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the 
public affairs ranger for the 
3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol 
Group at Canadian Forces Base 
Borden.)

photo submitted by Warrant Officer Kevin Meikle
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler addresses grieving Junior Canadian Rangers.

Canadian Rangers compete with their historic .303 rifles for the last time

photo submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers
Ranger Cindy Suganaqueb of Webequie, right, shoots with other 
Canadian Rangers and soldiers during a competition.
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  Business Directory

General Contractor
Building  *  Renovations  

*  And the Unusual  

Specializing in Remote 
Projects

Peter McNabb  
(807) 252-9114

peter@pcconstruct.ca

1100 Memorial Ave. Box 386
�under Bay, Ontario
P7B 4A3

“Treat others the way you want to be treated” 
Matthew 7:12.

Courtesy of Vegan Delights by 
Lisa Ann (807-738-3421)

Website: vegandelightsbylisaann.weebly.com
Facebook.com: Vegan Delights by Lisa-Ann

*Catering *Classes *Desserts *Meals

Are you feeling lonely? Depressed?

Need to talk? We’re here to listen.

Why not give us a call?

We-Chee-Way-Win
is a 24-hour Telephone Answering Service.

1-800-465-2600
“All calls are kept strictly confidential.”

53 York St. 
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1E1
Email: hmcars@bellnet.ca

Tel: 807-737-4643
Cell: 807-738-0047

Toll Free: 877-337-4643

Michael T. George
Owner/Manager

Licenced Repair Garage

DID YOU KNOW?
We ship to all the Northern Communties; Commercial vehicle parts & 

tires, Heavy Equipment parts & tires and personal vehicle parts & tires!

www.hmcars.ca

Weiler, Maloney, Nelson
Direct: 807-625-8865

nrichmond@wmnlaw.com

Nicole Richmond provides
culturally competent legal
advice to First Nations.

Litigation * Governance
Employment Law * Jurisdiction

Medicine’s Best Kept Secret
Key to the Immune System.   Key to �ghting Cancer.  

Key to Aging.  Key to Life itself.

Contact: rogerpatola@hotmail.com
807 475-9371
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 Business 

OSHKI-WENJACK 
brings full time 
accredited post 
secondary  programs 
to you through our 
partnered colleges and 
innovative program 
delivery model.

You can obtain a post 
secondary education 
certi icate or diploma 
while studying in your 
home community.

For more information 
contact:

THUNDER BAY 
CAMPUS

  :  (807) 626-1880
  : 1-866-636-7454
  : info@oshki.ca

Become an
OSHKI-WENJACK

Student Today

106 Centennial Square, 3rd Floor, �under Bay, ON P7E 1H3

A Start to New Beginnings

Academic & Career Entrance Program
IT'S FREE! Get your high school equivalency. 
Once completed, gain access to our other 
programs!

an a in e
n i eno  ellne   A i tion  e ention o a

in
e onal ppo t o e

a  PLAN AHEAD
oli e o n ation
o ial e i e  o e   ati e pe iali ation 

ine  iplo a
a ly il oo  ation
a ti al in

Apply online now at:
www.oshki-wenkjack.ca

A NATIONAL TOURING EXHIBITION CO-PRODUCED  
BY THUNDER BAY ART GALLERY AND CARLETON  
UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY

architects

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

CHRISTI  BELCOURT
A RETROSPECTIVE

WITH

ISAAC MURDOCH

JUNE 22 – NOVEMBER 25, 2018
THUNDER BAY ART GALLERY

LE FONDS POUR LES MANIFESTATIONS
 CULTURELLES DE L’ONTARIO

 ONTARIO CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS FUND

theag.ca

Mahkwa Lodge staff voluntarily feed 
300 homeless people in Winnipeg
Wawatay News

The staff of Mahkwa Lodge, 
Lac Seul First Nation, were 
very excited to meet Althea 
Guiboche, of Winnipeg, AKA 
“The Bannock Lady” while on a 
weekend trip to celebrate the-
end-of -the-season for Mahkwa 
Lodge, a grueling seasonal job 
for most of them, but also a 
very rewarding job in customer 
service. By way of the “Mocca-
sin Telegraph”, Maeegan Lin-
klater of Winnipeg told Chris 
Southwind, Sr. one of the man-
agers at Mahkwa Lodge about 
Althea. 

In August, Chris and Althea 
agreed to join forces to make 
a hot meal possible for three 
hundred homeless in Winnipeg. 
The staff had wanted to engage 
in an activity that would be 
meaningful to them based on 
their traditional values while in 
Winnipeg. 

On Sunday, September 16th 
under the friendly guidance 
and direction of “The Bannock 
Lady”, the staff went into a 
flurry of action in the kitchen 

of the Sergeant Tommy Prince 
Place on 90 Sinclair Avenue. It 
is a community activity center 
in the heart of the city. Althea 
was granted the space years ago 
for her and volunteers to cook 
there once a month to feed the 
homeless people. 

One could hear the familiar 
sound of the clanging of fry-
ing pans, cooking pots and 
utensils as the hamburger and 
spices were being prepared 
for the huge pots of chili, and 
giant bowls of bannock being 
kneaded to be placed in big 
baking pans. 

As the morning turned to 
afternoon, the kitchen was get-
ting hotter but the staff contin-
ued to work tirelessly, and with 
lots of jokes and laughter - typi-
cal of Anishinaabeg. 

“I had an awesome time with 
my coworkers. It brought me 
back to why I love doing what 
I do, working in the spirit of 
our traditional teachings, shar-
ing in the spirit of giving. In 
my early years, I remember my 
family would get a moose, fish 
or ducks, and we would always 

share with others”, said Yvette 
Thomas, Head Chef, Mahkwa 
Lodge. 

The hot food was carefully 
packaged into individual por-
tions, packed neatly in coolers 
and transported to the corner 
of Main Street and Sinclair Ave-
nue, in Winnipeg. The group 
quickly set up tables where the 
hot food was set up in a neat 
and orderly assembly line fash-
ion. Promptly at three o’clock, 
homeless adults and some with 
their children and grandchil-
dren came to line up to pick up 
their hot meal. 

The hot meal included chili, 
bannock, granola bar, bottled 
water, a fruit, with a pair of 
new socks as an added bonus. 
Some of them humbly asked 
for an extra serving to take to 
their loved one unable to join 
in the lineup due to a disability 
and many said kind words of 
thanks as they walked down the 
assembly line. 

Charity Ningewance, Office 
Manager, “I really enjoyed this 
experience, volunteering to 
help another person enjoy a hot 

meal. As Anishinaabe people, 
we are taught early in life to 
share, to help others without 
expecting anything in return. 
So for me, I felt really good 

being part of this, doing what 
my parents and grandparents 
taught me. We all had fun work-
ing together with Althea and 
her regular volunteers. I would 
do it again!” 

“It was a humbling experi-
ence seeing so many impover-
ished adults and children that 
were obviously hungry, it cost 
less than $2.80 per plate to 
provide this meal. The volun-
teer work of the Bannock Lady 
performs, restores my faith in 
human kindness and dignity”, 
said Chris Southwind, Sr”. 

Mahkwa Lodge provided the 
funds to purchase the ingredi-
ents for the meal, and socks. 
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Archeological 
dig expands near 
Sioux Lookout
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Local archeologist Jeff 
Bursey has expanded the area 
of his archeological dig on the 
south shore of a creek in the 
Sioux Lookout area after find-
ing more artifacts.

“The site has gotten a lot 
bigger — it is now at least a 
quarter of a hectare in size,” 
says Bursey, who has a PhD in 
Archeology, previously worked 
as an archeologist with the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
University of Toronto and has 
published about 30-40 articles. 
“I’ve been doing a lot of test-
ing through the bush, what we 
call test pits. That is literally 
digging, in this case, every two 
or three metres. I’ll dig a small 
shovel-sized test pit to see what 
artifacts might be buried there. 
I’ve discovered I’ve got to go 
down at least 70 centimetres 
now to be sure I got every-
thing.”

Bursey says he has docu-
mented that there was a lot of 
erosion that went on at the site.

“A lot of sand was getting 
washed from higher up the 
hills and that is what buried the 
site,” Bursey says. “The ground 
cover would have been pretty 
unstable. If you think of all the 
sediment that would have been 
deposited at the bottom of gla-
cial Lake Agassi (which once 
covered most of Manitoba and 
northwestern Ontario), a lot of 
sand and silt, and when it was 
exposed before plants had an 
opportunity to become fully 
established and put in thick 
root systems, it would have 
been subject to a lot of erosion 
from even just normal rain.”

Bursey says he has found 
some environmental data, 
which is basically carbon-rich 
soil that was buried deep in the 
soil, at the site.

“From that I can get, hope-
fully once I can afford it, a 
date,” Bursey says. “But also 
it can be looked at and plant 
remains identified, so you can 
tell what the environment 
looked like. I expect it’s going to 
be like an arctic environment.”

Bursey adds that he and Brad 

Hyslop, who received the 2018 
Margaret and James F. Pender-
gast Award from the Canadian 
Archaeological Association for 
his work in the Lac Seul area, 
also found outcrops of the dis-
tinctive green cherty rhyolite 
material that the artifacts were 
likely made from across the 
creek from the site.

“It appears that is where they 
were quarrying to get the stuff 
they were using on the site,” 
Bursey says. “They were break-
ing off large pieces and then it 
appears probably going across 
what is now the creek but what 
was then probably a little bay 
with the water levels high. So 
they would just be canoeing 
across, pulling up on the beach 
where I am digging and then 
taking those large blocks of 
flint-chert and flaking that into 
tools that they could then take 
with them when they crossed 
the landscape hunting or doing 
whatever.”

Bursey says the quarry site 
indicates that the people back 
then were making “heavy use” 
of the area, noting that the 
whole north side of the creek 
will probably be looked at for 
many years into the future.

“Honestly, I can’t anticipate 
myself being able to finish that 
area in my lifetime,” Bursey 
says. “It’s such a big, rich area 
for those first people. It would 
literally take me 20-25 years.”

Bursey says he is planning 
to sign an agreement with Lac 
Seul to eventually turn over 
everything he finds to the band.

“I think it needs to stay here 
in the community,” Bursey says.

Bursey adds that Hyslop has 
found artifacts from across the 
Lac Seul area that match up 
with the green cherty rhyo-
lite material they found at the 
quarry site.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Local archeologist Jeff Bursey points out some of the different soil 
layers at his archeological dig site on the south side of a creek in the 
Sioux Lookout area.

“...the quarry site  
indicates that the 
people back then were 
making “heavy use” of 
the area...”




