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Blending Tradition with Technology

MMIWG walkers honoured in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

First Nation walkers Charity and 
Cameron West were honoured for their 
walk to raise awareness of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous People during a 
ceremony on June 23 at the Terry Fox 
Monument near Thunder Bay. The 
two B.C. walkers had also been intro-
duced by Deputy Grand Chief Anna 
Betty Achneepineskum at the National 
Indigenous Peoples Day (NIPD) cele-
bration on Anemki Wajiw (Mt. McKay) 
in Fort William.

“They are walking across Canada to 
raise awareness on Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous People,” Achneep-
ineskum says. “We think it’s important, 
these types of initiatives, these types 
of events because it’s been four years 
since the (National Inquiry into Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls) report with the recom-
mendations was presented to Canada, 
and it’s very disheartening that today, 
four years later, that we still have very 
few recommendations that have been 
implemented. So this is why we need 
to continue to take to the streets, it’s 
disheartening and discouraging that 
we have to do this, but we are going 
to continue doing these kind of events 
until we are recognized that this is a 
national crisis.”

Achneepineskum says they need to 
keep raising awareness of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous People.

“We believe that we have done well 
here in Thunder Bay, although we do 
have a missing person here in Thunder 
Bay,” Achneepineskum says. “We have 
gotten the cooperation and the support 

from the Thunder Bay Police for the 
family but there’s still a lot of work that 
needs to be done.”

Achneepineskum says there are a lot 
of cold cases involving First Nation citi-
zens in Thunder Bay.

“We need to work together to 
address those, and also to prevent,” 
Achneepineskum says. “So that is very 
important that we work together to 
do that and raising awareness is one of 
them.”

Achneepineskum says she is grateful 
for the support that they were able to 
provide to Charity and Cameron West.

“We took them up to (Anemki 
Wajiw) on (NIPD) and at that time the 
people had an opportunity to contrib-
ute,” Achneepineskum says. “This will 
help them with their fuel and the food 
they need, so they are very grateful for 
that.”

Charity, a Kwadacha Nation citizen, 
says they were overwhelmed with the 
generosity of the people at NIPD who 
donated more than $600 during the 
honour dance.

“We’re just honoured to be here and 
to be recognized,” Charity says, not-
ing that they began the walk in Siksika 
Nation in Alberta. “We’re walking for 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
People and we’re planning on going 
straight to St. John’s, Newfoundland 
for the first trek of our walk. Our sec-
ond trek will be to honour our home 
province and we’ll be walking from 
Prince Rupert, B.C. to Prince George, 
B.C. along the Highway of Tears.”

Cameron, a Lake Babine Nation 
citizen, says there has been a lot of sup-
port from everywhere during their walk 
across the country.

“Especially with local reserves, they 
all come out and show their support 
towards us,” Cameron says. “Even non-
Aboriginals, they’ve been coming out 
asking questions, and that’s why we’re 
out here, to get people out and to 
engage and have a conversation with 
us so they know what we are going 
through as a nation.”

Charity adds that it is important for 

others to get involved and engaged in 
the conversation as well to raise aware-
ness about Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous People.

“We’ve had people approach us that 
have never spoken about their miss-
ing and murdered to anybody but 
extremely close family, and they’ve 
come and opened up and they had the 
courage to tell us their stories and I 

understand what kind of trauma that 
lifts,” Charity says. “We’re honoured to 
be a safe space for them to share their 
stories.”

Information about the National 
Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls is posted 
online at: www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/.

ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᐅᐱᒧᓭᐠ ᑭ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᑌᑕᑯᐦᐊᐊᐧᐠ ᑌᕑᐃ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑲᓂᐠ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐅᐱᒧᓭᐠ ᒐᕑᐃᑎ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᑦᕑᐊᐣ ᐁᐧᐢᐟ ᑭ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᑌᑕᑯᐦᐊᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᒪᒥᑲᐁᐧᐣᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 23 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᑌᕑᐃ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑲᓂᐠ ᐯᔓᐨ 
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᔑᐣ ᐱᓯ ᐅᐱᒧᓭᐠ 
ᐅᑭᑎᐸᒋᒥᑯᐊᐧᐣ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᓴᐣ ᐊᓇ ᐯᑎ 
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐣᑲᑦ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ 
ᑲᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐊᓂᒥᑭ ᐊᐧᒋᐠ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᐃᐧᓫᐃᔭᑦ.

“ᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐠ ᔕᐳᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ 
ᒋᑲᓄᑫᐣᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᓂᓯᑕᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. 
“ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᓂᔑᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᐊᔕ ᐊᐱᐣ ᓂᐃᐧᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧᑲᒥᐠ 
ᑲᑭᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐊᔑᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐊᓄᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ ᑲᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ 
ᑲᓇᑕ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓇᐱᐨ 

ᒪᒉᐣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᓂᐃᐧᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᓇᐱᐨ ᐸᑭ ᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ 
ᒋᔭᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ. ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑯᓯᔭᐠ 
ᒋᐱᒥᔭᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᐅᑌᓇ ᒥᑲᓇᐠ, ᓇᐱᐨ 
ᒪᒉᐣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᒣᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᓭᐠ 
ᒋᑐᑕᒪᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᔕᑯᐨ ᐊᒥ ᐱᑯ ᐁᓯᓭᐠ 
ᐁᑲ ᒋᐳᓂᒋᑫᔭᐠ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᐸᓂᒪ ᐱᑯ 
ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐁᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ 
ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᓯᓭ 

ᒋᐱᒥᔭᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒪᒥᑲᐁᐧᐣᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᐣᑌᐯᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑭᐱᔭᓄᑕᒪᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᐅᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ, ᐊᓇᐃᐧᐣ ᐯᔑᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᐱᒥᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊ ᐅᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᐣᐱᒥᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᒥᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐣᒥᐱᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ 
ᐯ ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔑᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᑲᐧ ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᒥᑕᐦᐃ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐣ 
ᒋᔭᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᔑᓇᑐᐣ 

ᐁᑲ ᒪᔑ ᑲᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 

ᑲᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᐧ ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ.
“ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ 

ᒋᔭᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᔑ ᓇᑲᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐁᑲ 
ᒋᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᔑᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐱᒥ 
ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐦᐃᐁᐧᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᑌᐱᓇᐁᐧᓯᐨ 

ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐡᑭᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᒋᐅᒋᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ 
ᐊᓱᐡᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᐱᒧᓭᐠ 
ᒐᕑᐃᑎ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑦᕑᐊᐣ ᐁᐧᐢᐟ.

“ᐣᑭᐃᔑᐃᐧᓇᒥᐣ ᐊᓂᒥᑭ 
ᐊᐧᒋᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑭᔑᑲᓂ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᐃᔑᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓇᐦᐃᓭᓂᐠ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᑫᑲᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᐊᒥᐦᐃᒪ 
ᑫᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᒪᓂᑲᓴᓂᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᒋᒪᓂᒥᒋᒥᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᓇᐱᐨ 
ᑭᓇᓇᑯᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ.”
ᒐᕑᐃᑎ, ᑲᐧᑕᒐ ᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 

ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒪᒪᑲᑌᑕᑦ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑕᓯᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᑕᔑ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑫᑲᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ $600 

ᑲᑭᓂᒥᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ.
“ᐣᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ 

ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᑯᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒐᕑᐃᑎ, 
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᐅᒋᒪᒋᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᐧᑎ ᓯᐠᓯᐠᑲ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓫᐯᕑᑕ. 
“ᐣᐱᒧᓭᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐣᑭᐅᓇᒋᑫᒥᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᓇᐦᐊᑐᔭᐠ 
ᓭᐣᐟ ᒐᐧᐣ, ᐣᔪ ᐸᐅᐣᐟᓫᐊᐣᐟ ᐊᐱ ᓂᑕᑦ 
ᐊᓂᒪᒋᐱᒧᓭᔭᐠ. ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᔕᐧ ᐊᓂᐱᒧᓭᔭᐠ 
ᐣᑲᐱᒧᓭᑕᒪᐊᐧᑕᒥᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ 
ᐣᑲᐅᒋᒪᒋᐦᐊᑐᒥᐣ ᑊᕑᐃᐣᐢ ᕑᐅᐳᕑᐟ ᐱᓯ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑊᕑᐃᐣᐢ ᒐᐧᕑᐨ ᐱᓯ ᑲᐃᓇᒧᐠ 
ᐅᐣᒋᑲᐊᐧᐱᐃᐧ ᒥᑲᓇᐠ.”
ᑲᑦᕑᐊᐣ, ᓫᐁᐠ ᐸᐱᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 

ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯ, ᑲᐃᑲᑐ ᓇᐱᐨ 
ᒥᑕᐦᐃ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑭᐱᒥᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ.

“ᐃᒪ ᐅᑎ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐃᔑᑕᑯᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ, ᓂᐱᓇᑭᐡᑲᑯᒥᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᓂᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᑦᕑᐊᐣ. “ᑭᔭᑦ ᐱᑯ 
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲ ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᓂᐱᓇᑭᐡᑲᑯᒥᐣ ᐁᐱᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᑯᔭᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, 
ᐁᐱᒋᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐱᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑯᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᐱᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ 

ᐁᔑᐱᒥᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᑭᐣ ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᔭᐠ.”
ᒐᕑᐃᑎ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ 

ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐸᐸᒥᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᒋᐱᒥᑭᑫᑕᒧᐦᐃᐁᐧᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᐣᐱᓇᓇᓯᑲᑯᒥᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ 
ᑲᑭᐱᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᒪᑲᓂᐃᐧᓂᐨ ᐅᐯᔓᑕᑯᒪᑲᓂᒥᐊᐧ, 
ᒥᓇ ᐣᐱᑎᐸᒋᒧᑕᑯᒥᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ 
ᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᐅᒋ ᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᑎᐸᒋᒧᑕᑯᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓂᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᒥᐣ 
ᐁᐅᒋᓇᑫᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᑯᓯᑯᐡᑲᑫᒪᑲᐠ 
ᑭᒋᑯᐡᑫᐧᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒐᕑᐃᑎ. “ᐣᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᒋᑭᒥᓇᑭᑕᐧ 
ᒋᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᑎᐸᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑎᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.”
ᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓯᐁᐧᑲᒥᐠ 

ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐊᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐃᓇᐱᐣ: 
www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Charity and Cameron West were honoured for their walk to raise awareness of Missing and Murdered Indigenous People dur-
ing a ceremony on June 23 at the Terry Fox Monument near Thunder Bay.
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 Sports

Casey Tait Memorial Klik Cup held at FWFN Arena
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

USA Olympian hockey player 
Abby Roque enjoyed partici-
pating in this year’s Casey Tait 
Memorial Klik Cup, which fea-
tured hockey and broom ball 
tournaments from June 29-July 
2 at Fort William First Nation 
Arena. 

“It was awesome, I had a 
blast just getting to see a lot of 
people,” says Roque, who won a 
silver medal at the 2022 Olym-
pic Winter Games and two silver 
medals and a gold medal from 
2021-2023 at the International 
Ice Hockey Federation Wom-
en’s World Championships. “It’s 
a blast every time just to com-
pete and have fun. I have a feel-
ing I’ll be back now, it’s great, 
it’s awesome and it’s so great to 
raise money for charity.”

Roque played with Team 
USA, which featured mostly 
players from the U.S. but also 
some dual citizens, during the 
Klik Cup. Team USA lost 4-3 
to the Lac Seul Tomahawks in 

the hockey championship game 
on July 2.

“The tournament was just to 
have fun,” Roque says. “Obvi-
ously it’s for charity and we 
want to win, but the key is there 
was a lot of money raised for a 
good cause.”

Titus Semple, president at the 
Casey Tait Memorial Klik Cup, 
says the tournament was excel-
lent with about $35,000 raised 
for dialysis care as of July 2.

“Everyone that comes here 
has one intention and that’s 
just to have fun,” Semple says. 
“There is competition on the 
ice, but nobody takes it too seri-
ous. That’s the spirit and intent 
of the tournament, for us to 
come together as strangers and 
to leave as friends.”

Semple says this year’s hockey 
tournament had 18 teams, 
including Team USA, and 
about 300 hockey players. The 
players on each of the teams 
other than Team USA were 
selected during a draft.

“We also had a Team Canada 
versus Team USA on Saturday 

night (July 1),” Semple says, 
noting that Canadian Olympian 
hockey player Brigette Lac-
quette, who won a silver medal 
at the 2018 Winter Olympic 
Games, played for Team Can-
ada. “Team USA won. They 
played a great game against 
us, we had a full arena for that 
game so I want to say thank you 
to the fans that came to show 
their support and to cheer us 
on.”

Provincial NDP deputy 
leader and Kiiwetinoong MPP 
Sol Mamakwa, who participated 
in the Klik Cup on the Cat Lake 
Snipers team, says it was impor-
tant to be involved because 
there is a lot of diabetes in the 
communities.

“When you have no dialy-
sis units on reserve, when you 
have no clean drinking water 
on reserve, it has an impact on 
the people that have to be on 
dialysis,” Mamakwa says. “They 
pretty much have to leave their 
families, their community for-
ever. I’ve seen a lot of people 
give up their dialysis treatment 

— when they struggle finan-
cially, when they miss their fami-
lies, they just give up and that 
leads to unnecessary suffering 
and needless deaths.”

Joshua Tait, one of the Lac 
Seul Tomahawks players and a 
cousin of Casey Tait, says it was 
awesome to win the hockey 
tournament.

“It was awesome, especially 

playing against the USA,” Tait 
says. “(Casey) loved hockey very 
much so I came here to show 
my support for this tournament. 
It was a pretty good tourna-
ment, the teams were pretty 
good, there were a lot of good 
hockey players from junior 
(hockey leagues).”

Carlena Petawanick, one of 
the North Caribou Lake play-

ers who won the broom ball 
tournament over the Slate Falls 
team on July 2, says it felt good 
to win the first Klik Cup broom 
ball tournament, which featured 
eight teams.

“We won the Klik Cup,” Pet-
awanick says. “I’m just glad to 
be here to be playing with my 
home community.”

submitted photo 
Indigenous Car Racing Couple Brianna Julien, of Matachewan First Nation and Morgan Meaniss, of Beaverhouse First Nation, are racing on 
the Northern Ontario event circuit. They are pictured here in front of Meaniss’s 1977 Chevy Camaro Z28. 

submitted photo 
Lac Seul Tomahawks player Colin Carlson, 89, celebrates one of his 
goals.

submitted photo 
The Lac Seul Tomahawks and Team USA gathered for a photo after the Tomahawks won the Casey Tait 
Memorial Klik Cup hockey tournament.
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Life in the fast lane for local Indigenous car racing couple
Xavier Kataquapit 
Special to Wawatay News

An Indigenous car racing 
couple Morgan Meaniss and 
Brianna Julien are taking their 
love of ve-hicles on the road. 
Meaniss is a member of Beaver-
house First Nation and Julien is 
a member of Matach-ewan First 
Nation in Northern Ontario. 
The couple have been on the 
northern racing circuit for a few 
years as Meaniss entered his first 
car in 2016 and Julien in 2020. 
Recently they participated in 
the Kirk-land drag racing event 
June 23, 24 and 25. They are 
looking forward to attending 
this year’s Kirkland Lake TNT 
drag racing event on August 18, 
19 and 20 as well as the Bon-
field Fall Classic Race event near 
North Bay in September. 

“We like to race because 
we get to chase the adrenaline 
every time we go down the 
track. It is like meditation for 
us. In the race, you don’t worry 
about anything else for those 
few seconds. For us, nothing 
matters during race weekends 
except for how our cars are 
performing and we enjoy being 
together with everyone who 
we consider our racing family,” 
explained Julien. 

The couple take part in a 
type of car competition known 
as drag racing which is also 
referred to as bracket racing. 
They regularly take part in rac-
ing events at the annual Kirk-
land Lake TNT drag races at 
the Kirkland Lake Airport. They 
also travel every year to events 

at the Bonfield Event Park drag 
races near North Bay and Cir-
cuit au Bosquet drag races near 
Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec.  

“The best part about being 
an Indigenous racing couple is 
in showing our communities 
and First Nations a sport that 
not a lot of people are aware 
of. It’s exciting every time we 
see a familiar face in the crowd 
cheering us on. When you get 
to share your love for the sport 

with your best friend, there is 
no better feeling,” said Meaniss. 

The young couple met dur-
ing middle school in Kirkland 
Lake and the annual Wabun 
Tribal Coun-cil Youth Gather-
ing and they have been racing 
together for years. Both of their 
First Nations are part of the 
Wabun Tribal Council. 

Meaniss, who works full time 
as a mechanic, maintains and 
services both their cars includ-

ing his 1977 Chevy Camaro 
Z28 and her 1985 Chevy 
Camaro Z28. The 1985 car 
which Meaniss purchased when 
he was only 13 years of age, was 
rebuilt by him for Julien when 
she decided to race.

They were both introduced 
to the world of automo-
tive mechanics and car racing 
through Julien’s stepfather the 
late Chris Lambert. He worked 
as an entrepreneur shop owner 

in the Kirkland Lake area for 
many years. At one point Mean-
iss was mentored by Lambert 
when he was still in high school.

“Chris was a wonderful father 
to our family and he was an 
excellent mentor to Morgan as 
he passed on so much knowl-
edge and his love of automo-
biles to both of us. He gave 
us this passion for cars that we 
both enjoy on the racing circuit 
today,” commented Julien. 

Her car now includes a win-
dow decal in memory of her 
late stepfather.  Meaniss receives 
spon-sorship from Kirkland 
Lake Towing and Julien’s car is 
sponsored by FXR Racing. 

Meaniss’s grandfather, the 
legendary late Chief Roy Mean-
iss was a long time advocate and 
repre-sentative of their First 
Nation community of Beaver-
house FN. The First Nation 
struggled for over a cen-tury 
on their lands near Kirkland 
Lake as their people had First 
Nation heritage but no official 
First Na-tion status. They had 
been overlooked and ignored in 
the treaties that were created in 
this part of northern Ontario in 
the early 1900s. Chief Meaniss 
was instrumental in keeping his 
community represented and in 
working towards gaining offi-
cial recognition for his people 
for many years. Although he 
was not able to see it, his tire-
less work and dedication to his 
community culminated with 
Beaverhouse FN gaining recog-
nition from the government of 
Canada in April 2022 under 
Chief Wayne Wabie. 

“I am so happy to know that 
my grandfather as Chief had 
done so much for our people 
and I know that he would be 
very proud of the path we are 
on with racing in our traditional 
territory today,” commented 
Morgan Meaniss. 

To follow their racing career, 
just search for their names on 
Facebook to see their latest rac-
ing events and photos. 

submitted photo 
Indigenous Car Racing Couple Brianna Julien, of Matachewan First Nation and Morgan Meaniss, of Beaverhouse First Nation, are racing on 
the Northern Ontario event circuit. They are pictured here in front of Meaniss’s 1977 Chevy Camaro Z28. 
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xAnishinabek Nation Grand Council Chief welcomes decision on 
First Nation policing 

Commentary
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Last month’s Weather 
column was about how 
quickly we got from 

actual flood situations (with 
some evacuations) to high or 
even extreme fire danger across 
the region. This was only part 
of the story because air quality 
problems with long-range trans-
port of smoke from wildfires in 
Alberta and British Columbia 
began in April.

Local and regional forest fires 
and resulting smoke in later 
May compounded the poor air 
quality problems from west-
ern fires across the Northern 
Ontario region. How many 
times can the word “com-
pounded” be used in the same 
paragraph? More numerous and 
some very large fires in Quebec 
produced smoke that fed west 
into Ontario, as well as far into 
the United States and across the 
Atlantic Ocean to Europe.

There were several occasions 
in June that during a single day, 
the source of smoke in North-
ern Ontario would change from 
western Canada fires, to fires 
within this region and then 
from Quebec. Other days, with 
different wind directions the 
order of source areas for smoke 
were different.

Historically. as most readers 
know, wildfires in spring are 

relatively common in Canada 
and, given certain weather 
conditions, can burn into the 
summer season. This year is an 
exceptional situation. The wild-
fire season began unusually early 
in Alberta and British Colum-
bia. It is unprecedented to have 
wildfires burning in almost 
all provinces and territories 
simultaneously in June and July. 
The adjective “unprecedented” 
gets a lot of use these days 
to describe extreme weather 
events.

Average June temperatures 
were well above normal in 
Northern Ontario. This was 
most pronounced in the North-
west and near Hudson Bay 
and James Bay. All areas in the 
region had a very warm start 
that continued from the end of 
May and prevailed, generally 
throughout June.

From June 18 to 21 North-
ern Ontario was a special place 
on the planet. Temperatures 
were the most different from 
the normal or expected tem-
peratures. Most  of these four 
days featured 30°C and warmer 
across the entire region. Yes, 
there were a few exceptions – 
islands in Lake Nipigon and in 
Lake Superior and towns on 
Lake Superior’s north shore 
– where afternoon maximum 
temperatures only reached 25°C 
to 28°C.

The most remarkable 
departure from normal was in 
Moosonee and other communi-
ties next to James Bay (in spite 
of proximity to water of 3°C). 
All of Moosonee’s daily high 
temperatures were 30°C or 
more with the highest at 35°C. 
This is about 20°C warmer than 

normal. Incidentally, the 35°C 
recorded in Moosonee quali-
fied as the highest temperature 
recorded in Ontario in June.

Just to be clear there were 
warmer places on the planet 
in India for example but the 
warmth was not so drasti-
cally different from what was 
expected.

This heat wave was followed 
by near-normal temperatures 
in most areas until later June 
when warmer temperatures 
and higher humidity prompted 
heat warnings to be issued by 
Environment Canada. In early 
July, near-normal temperatures 
established across the region 
and persisted until mid-July.

The beginning of June was 
particularly dry with almost 
no precipitation across the 
entire region. Drought condi-
tions were most pronounced 
in the Northwest and a zone 
from Thunder Bay to around 
Moosonee. A few locations 
received less than 10% of the 
normal monthly average rainfall. 
Rain in the third week in the 
Thunder Bay area alleviated 
drought conditions and reduced 
wildfire risk for a few days.

Some of the weather sys-
tems that brought rainfall to 
the Thunder Bay area became 
reinforced with moist air from 
the United States and delivered 
substantial rainfalls in a cor-
ridor from Sault Saint Marie to 
Sudbury and North Bay. Lesser 
amounts of rain took place in 
the Timmins area. 

Outlook for July 
and early August

Temperatures are forecast to 

be near-average in mid-July and 
then above-normal for much of 
the following weeks. Drier-than-
normal conditions are expected 
for the Far North and north of 
Lake Superior.

 
A Climate  
Emergency?

There are many warnings that 
climate change is out of control. 
These range from record rain-
falls, severe storms, persistent 
smoke in the air we breath and 
so on.

Recent news is that the aver-
age global temperature has been 
routinely exceeding 17°C since 
July 1. A new record was being 
set on a nearly daily basis. This 
happens to be much warmer 
the pre-industrial global tem-
perature of 13.7°C, the average 
global temperature in the 1800s 
and until about 1920. In 2015, 
the global Paris Agreement goal 
was to limit global warming to 
well below 2 degrees above pre-
industrial and to try to limit the 
increase to 1.5°C.

Crossing climate thresholds 
should flag the need for policy 
change. Another threshold 
also crossed in the last couple 
of weeks is the area burned in 
Canada from forest fires. The 
Canadian Interagency Forest 
Fire Centre reports that nine 
million hectares (20.6 million 
acres) of forest have already 
burned, This is remarkable and 
scary, given that the season is 
only about half over. The previ-
ous record of 7.8 million hect-
ares was set in 1989.

A troublesome fire season reinforces the need for policy

submitted photo
Anishinabek Nation Grand Council Chief Reg Niganobe is relieved with the recent Federal Court ruling on a motion filed by First 
Nation Police Chiefs of Ontario regarding their funding agreements. The Federal Court has ordered funds to flow to the First 
Nation police services that were without funding since March 31, 2023, and were on the verge of ceasing operations. 
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They Told Us The 
Fires Were Coming

Well how about that? 
We have been through 
a deadly pandemic for 

more than 3 years that caused 
a lot of panic, much division, 
economic disaster, many people 
died and many more were 
affected by a runaway virus. We 
are still recovering from all of 
the pandemic reality and I have 
something called long Covid 
that has to do with inflamma-
tion resulting in all kinds of 
symptoms and the worst being 
arthritis. Covid is still around 
and killing people and making 
many sick. You would think 
that the experience with this 
pandemic would be enough 
for us to deal with yet here we 
are with our precious summer 
in northern Ontario hav-ing to 
stay inside our homes because 
of forest fire smoke. At one 
point the toxic smoke was 
blowing in from out of control 
forest fires burning in Ontario, 
Quebec, the Maritimes and out 
west. What’s next ... an all out 
nuclear war? 

We have known for a long 
time that climate change was 
real and that all of the pollution 
we hu-mans have been creat-
ing for more than a hundred 
years was going to cause tragic 
results for Mother Earth. Many 
Elders I have talked to over the 
years have been warning about 
how we have lost respect for 
our Mother Earth and that we 
have been polluting lakes, rivers, 
oceans and the land for the sake 
of mak-ing money. Many of our 
scientists have been warning us 
that if we did not cut back on 
the use of fossil fuels and pollut-
ing our planet that we would be 
paying the consequences.

A decade ago I remember 
chatting with people who 
argued that the problem with 
our climate change had to do 
with how things happen in 
cycles and that it was natural 
that our world was heating up, 
that air and water was being 
polluted and that the world 
would recover from this. They 
pointed out that there were 
some scientists putting forth 
these ideas. However on closer 
scrutiny it became obvious that 
these scientists and experts were 
working for the big oil and fos-
sil fuel corporations. They had 
even hired public relations com-
panies to push back on climate 
change that had been utilized 
by the tobacco industry in the 
past to argue that cigarettes and 
tobacco did not cause cancer. 
I am still angry about that as I 
have had family pass away due 

to illness brought on by smok-
ing cigarettes. 

The argument that this is 
a natural cycle of change and 
that the world will correct itself 
is also a misleading idea. Yes, 
the world will recover from 
all the pollution, poisons and 
contamination we have caused 
but what many advocates of this 
argument fail to leave out is that 
it will happen over the course 
of hundreds of thousands and 
millions of years. The more we 
pollute, the longer the world 
will take to heal itself and it will 
not happen any time soon. 

How is it that we are so gull-
ible to accept all the baloney 
big corporate interest and right 
wing governments push on 
us when it comes to our well 
being? Why is it that we accept 
without question the very 
wealthy billionaires and their 
government lap dogs who are 
willing to pollute our Mother 
Earth and turn our planet into 
a dangerous reality for future 
generations? 

We are seeing in real time 
developing disasters in huge 
storms killing people and turn-
ing commu-nities into waste-
lands. We are witnessing terrible 
flooding in many parts of the 
world that are changing coast 
lines and destroying towns and 
cities. In our own country we 
are watching historic wildfires 
burn-ing huge tracts of our 
northern forests and endanger-
ing our lives with toxic smoke. 
The smoke this sum-mer has 
been the worst I have ever seen 
in my life and the Elders I talk 
to say they have never seen such 
huge fires and smoke. 

What will it take for us to 
really make the changes we have 
to do to stop our polluting ways 
and give our Mother Earth the 
chance to recover from our 
abuse and disrespect? The fires 
have been right here at our 
doorstep, people have had to be 
evacuated from their homes and 
communities and our Elders 
and children are dealing with 
breathing toxic smoke this sum-
mer. We need to get serious 
about fighting climate change 
and we can only do that by 
getting together and pushing 
back on all those industries that 
make money with businesses 
that pollute our air, our waters 
and are threatening our Mother 
Earth. We need to get serious 
about electing parties that can 
push back on the very wealthy, 
the industry polluters, resource 
developers and war mongers. 

Somehow the left wing and 
middle of the road parties in 
this world have moved steps to 
the right on a wave of hate and 
misinformation and we have to 
be smart enough not to fall for 
their distractions. Future gen-
erations are counting on us. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY
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Fort William Historical Park’s Great Rendezvous Celebration
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Fort William Historical Park’s 
Great Rendezvous Celebra-
tion featured presentations by 
Mattagami Elder Gerry Mar-
tin, Fort William Elder Sheila 
DeCorte and Grand Portage 
Anishinaabe Nation photogra-
pher Travis Novitsky on July 12.

Martin says he spoke about 
some of the different kinds of 
medicines that were used for 
tea, food or staining materials.

“But mostly about food and 
how to preserve it, make teas,” 
Martin says, noting that people 
enjoyed smelling the sweetgrass 
he had picked earlier that morn-
ing. “That’s aromatherapy and 
I try to teach it’s not just physi-
cal medicines, but there’s spiri-
tual medicines — aromatherapy 

helps with that and makes you 
feel good. It can snap you out 
of your funk … when you smell 
that sweetgrass. It changes your 
mindset very quickly.”

Martin says he continues to 
gather and teach about the tra-
ditional medicines to keep the 
knowledge current and fresh in 
the minds of people.

“If they had to go out there 
and get themselves (some medi-
cine) and make a tea for a head-
ache, acetylsalicylic acid, they 
wouldn’t know where to start,” 
Martin says. “Well, try the wil-
low (or) birch tree.”

Martin says he finds that the 
tourists are very curious about 
the traditional medicines.

“I think a lot of them are 
glad the knowledge is still out 
here, embedded in some of us,” 
Martin says. “There’s still some 

of us who know some of it, not 
all of it. Forts like this, they 
were the place you could come 
and bring your stuff and trade 
for European goods, clothing, 
blankets. The metals were good, 
but they were heavy, if you 
tipped your canoe you’d lose it 
unless you tied it to something. 
And if a part broke off you’d 
have to bring it to the fort, 
which might be a long ways 
away to get a part.”

Martin says he shared some 
of his traditional knowledge 
with Indigenous staff at Fort 
William Historical Park about 
20 years ago.

“They didn’t have this in the 
fort, and then they started,” 
Martin says. “I was really 
pleased that they did their own 
research, and they made bags of 
herb tea that they sell up at the 

gift shop, which is nice.”
DeCorte spoke about some 

of her teachings about water 
and the For the Love of the 
Rivers Water Walks she does 
along four rivers in Thunder 
Bay during her Keepers of the 
Water presentation.

“(I was) talking a little bit 
about the importance of pro-
tecting and care for the water 
and water ceremonies, and what 
they can do, even if they’re not 
a Water Walker, to bring heal-
ing to the water,” DeCorte says. 
“So I shared tips on what they 
can do and that is just talking 
to the water. Any time they are 
near a body of water, they could 
just speak to the water, tell the 
water that they love her and 
respect her and give thanks.”

DeCorte plans to do a two-
day Water Walk along the 

Kaministiquia River, which 
flows past Fort William His-
torical Park, on July 29 and 30 
after doing Water Walks along 
McVicar Creek on May 7, 
McIntyre River on June 4 and 
Neebing River on July 2.

Novitsky, who delivered a 
presentation on night sky pho-
tography, says he began doing 
photography in high school 
after seeing his father taking 
images of lightning, the North-
ern Lights and the Milky Way 
with his film camera.

“I would tag along with him 
even when I was eight, nine 
years old,” Novitsky says. “I 
think just going with him and 
sitting out there and waiting for 
him and getting at a young age 
this appreciation of just sitting 
there for a while and looking at 
the stars is what did it.”

Novitsky, who usually uses a 
full frame digital camera with 
a 14 mm lens for his night sky 
photography, says the personal 
fulfilment from creating images 
of the night sky is what keeps 
him going.

“It’s become the number one 
thing that I like to do that kind 
of takes the stress of everything 
else away,” Novitsky says. “And 
this too, sharing it with people, 
and especially since doing the 
(PBS documentary North-
ern Nights, Starry Skies) and 
working with Carl (Gowboy), 
getting to know more of the 
Indigenous (star knowledge). 
He’s in his 80s now and doesn’t 
travel a whole lot but he and I 
have done a couple of programs 
together.”

FWHP offers free admission to Indigenous people
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Fort William Historical Park 
(FWHP) general manager 
Patrick Morash announced 
free admission for Indigenous 
people during the launch of 
FWHP’s Great Rendezvous 
Celebration and new branding 
featuring a birch bark canoe on 
June 29.

“In recognition of the sig-
nificant contribution of Indig-
enous culture and heritage to 
the work we do here, admission 
throughout the year will be free 
to Indigenous people, not only 
to Rendezvous but to the fort 
throughout the year,” Morash 
says. “Also to encourage return 
visits this year, because we want 
to see people coming back not 

just for one day at Rendezvous 
but two or three or four or 
five days or all nine days, we’re 
offering a $50 individual pass 
for people so they come back 
throughout the year, not just 
for Rendezvous but throughout 
the year at the fort, and a $90 
(annual) family pass. We wanted 
to make it affordable for peo-
ple from Thunder Bay and the 
region to come and experience 
the fort if they haven’t seen it 
for a while.”

More than 200 re-enactors 
from across North America 
were scheduled to recreate the 
annual summer gathering held 
at Fort William over 200 years 
ago when it was the inland 
headquarters of the North West 
Company during the Great 
Rendezvous Re-enactment from 

July 13-16. 
“We are delighted to present 

the Great Rendezvous as part of 
our 50th anniversary,” Morash 
says. “We are grateful to the 
numerous partners, alumni and 
volunteers, who are helping to 
support this amazing event. We 
look forward to seeing the com-
munity enjoy this great oppor-
tunity to learn more about fur 
trade history and the many dif-
ferent cultures represented at 
Fort William.”

Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ontario, 
was also scheduled to present 
the James Bartleman Indig-
enous Youth Creative Writing 
Awards, on July 15 during the 
Rendezvous.

“She will spend the day with 
us for Rendezvous,” Morash 

says. “We will have more than 
200 re-enactors camped around 
the site portraying what life was 
like during the heyday of Ren-
dezvous at Fort William.”

Morash says the birch bark 
canoe featured in FWHP’s new 
branding and logo is central to 
everything about the fur trade.

“The birch bark canoe was 
the central vehicle to the fur 
trade, without the canoe the 
fur trade really couldn’t exist,” 
Morash says. “The canoe is an 
Indigenous creation, the sup-
port of Indigenous people 
throughout the fur trade was 
absolutely critical whether it 
was transportation in the way of 
the canoe or shelter in the way 
of wigwams or food in the way 
of bannock and dried fruits and 
meat, the support and partner-

ship with Indigenous people 
was really important. The other 
thing we like with the canoe 
and water is it implies a sense of 
action and motion and adven-
ture, and those are things that 
are really important histori-
cally but they’re also important 
today.”

Morash says FWHP will also 
be hosting Anishinaabe Keeshi-
gun on Aug. 19-20.

“Keeshigun is for us a cel-
ebration of First Nation culture 
and heritage,” Morash says. 
“The (Anishinabe) were abso-
lutely critical to the fur trade 
at the time, they’re critical to 
us today and we feel that it is 
important to have a weekend 
that focuses on First Nation 
culture and heritage, and that 
will include a powwow, it will 

include dancing, drumming, no 
shortage of food, lots of colour, 
lots of regalia. It’s an oppor-
tunity for us to emphasize just 
how important First Nations 
culture is to the park today and 
historically.”

The Lieutenant Governor 
was also scheduled to participate 
in the Great Rendezvous Cel-
ebration’s Grand Arrival on July 
15 and to unveil a plaque gifted 
to FWHP by the National His-
tory Committee of the Cana-
dian Society for Civil Engineer-
ing recognizing David Thomp-
son’s surveying and mapping of 
northwestern North America 
(1790-1814).

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Mattagami Elder Gerry Martin shares some of his knowledge about traditional medicines and plants during his July 12 presentation at Fort William Historical Park’s Great Rendezvous Celebration.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Fort William Historical Park (FWHP) general manager Patrick Morash highlighted free admission for 
Indigenous people during the launch of FWHP’s Great Rendezvous Celebration and new branding fea-
turing a birch bark canoe on June 29.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
A group of Fort William Historical Park (FWHP) staff participated in the launch of FWHP’s Great Rendez-
vous Celebration and new branding featuring a birch bark canoe on June 29.
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For mental health support,  
call Hope for Wellness at  

1-855-242-3310.

Visit  
indiandayschools.com  
for more information.

Haven’t heard back  
about your claim?

You may have missing information.

Call the Administrator at 1-888-221-2898 for a status update.

Waverley Library upgrades Indigenous Knowledge Centre
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Thunder Bay Public 
Library’s recently unveiled cus-
tom made shelves and tables in 
the Waverley Library’s Indig-
enous Knowledge Centre were 
created through a collaborative 
process between the library’s 
Indigenous Action Council and 
a group of Sheridan College 
furniture students.

“Lots of people have to work 
together to make things like 
this happen, but the real magic 
starts when everybody gets out 
of the way of the students and 
the community members and 
lets them do their thing,” says 
Connie Chisholm, a furniture 
maker, teacher at Sheridan Col-

lege and leader at Codesign. 
“And that’s at the heart of com-
munity co-design projects is 
bringing students and commu-
nity together and letting them 
share, letting them listen, letting 
them learn, and the work that 
comes out of that you can’t get 
it any other way, it’s the most 
amazing work.”

Perry Perreault, a member of 
the Indigenous Action Council, 
says the students incorporated 
some of the important aspects 
developed during the collab-
orative process to complete the 
project.

“I’m an artist myself, I’ve 
just got into a carpentry pro-
gram, thank you very much for 
inspiring me,” Perreault says. 
“The creative aspects with the 

book shelves in the back were 
unique, they would only fit 
here, that street kind of cut off 
the building so it wasn’t entirely 
rectangular anymore — it was a 
unique kind of angle and it had 
to be custom built.”

Perreault says the tables had 
some of the design aspects he 
suggested incorporated in them.

“I mentioned the Smithson-
ian, the (National Museum of 
the American Indian) in Wash-
ington, D.C., how things are 
gradual curves and not every-
thing is rectangular any more,” 
Perreault says. “All the curva-
ture lines, the split circle (tables) 
in the back, the children’s table, 
the inlays are beautiful. We 
talked about the history about 
people who were metallur-

gists, they used to mine copper 
here hundreds of years ago, the 
(Anishinabe) people, and they 
would lay (the copper) in their 
pipes and they would adorn 
them in jewellery and other 
things.”

Fort William Elder Sheila 
DeCorte, a member of the 
Indigenous Action Council 
who did the opening ceremony 
for the unveiling, says it was an 
honour to be part of the project 
and to work with the students 
and share knowledge and teach-
ings as they went out on the 
land to get ideas.

“They heard the teachings 
that were shared and they incor-
porated it into this beautiful 
furniture,” DeCorte says. “I’m 
honoured that they listened, 

they heard and they put it to 
work.”

DeCorte says the students 
were so interested in learning 
about the Indigenous culture 
during the project.

“It really demonstrated to 
me that you are serious about 
reconciliation,” DeCorte says. 
“You demonstrated that by 
coming and listening and fol-
lowing through on what we 
were asking you to create.”

Simon Ford, acting head of 
the furniture studio at Sheridan 
College’s Craft and Design pro-
gram, says the project enabled 
the students to develop their 
collaboration skills.

“And it enables them to con-
sider design that serves others 
and asks them to put aside the 

ego that usually comes along 
with working in the design 
industry,” Ford says. “It also 
asks them to critically question 
issues of social injustices, that’s a 
really valuable thing for students 
to do in the third year of the 
program.”

Beverly Sabourin, a member 
of the Indigenous Action Coun-
cil, says they all did an amazing 
job on the project.

“When I walk in here now, 
I see me in every little part of 
those furniture and I think all 
of us see ourselves in the furni-
ture and I think the Indigenous 
community who come into this 
library will also see themselves 
in the library,” Sabourin says.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
A group of Indigenous Action Council members, Sheridan College 
furniture students and Thunder Bay Public Library staff celebrated 
the new custom made shelves and tables during the unveiling cer-
emony in the Waverley Library’s Indigenous Knowledge Centre.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Perry Perreault, a member of the Indigenous Action Council, speaks 
about how the collaborative design process for the new custom 
made shelves and tables in the Waverley Library’s Indigenous 
Knowledge Centre inspired him to enrol into a carpentry program 
during the unveiling ceremony.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Beverly Sabourin, a member of the Indigenous Action Council, 
speaks about how she sees herself in every little part of the new 
custom made shelves and tables during their unveiling ceremony in 
the Waverley Library’s Indigenous Knowledge Centre.
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Day Scholars, you have until 

October 4, 2023 
to submit a claim   

Find out if you’re eligible using our online tool at  

JusticeForDayScholars.com 
1-877-877-5786

Day Scholars attended a Federal 
Indian Residential School during the 
day only and did not stay overnight

The Roots Community Food Centre launches new dining room
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Roots Community Food 
Centre in Thunder Bay held its 
monthly traditional meal fea-
turing moose meat loaf the day 
after the grand opening of its 
dining room on June 29. The 
traditional meal, which is served 
from 11-12:30 on the last Fri-
day of the month, also included 
lentil loaf, roasted butternut 
squash, mashed potatoes and 
wild rice fruit salad.

“I brought my mom who is 
93-years-old,” says Beverly Sab-
ourin, a Pic Mobert citizen. “I 
knew they were serving moose 
meat today and I thought she 
would really enjoy that, and 
they also gave away free berries 
today, which was really nice.”

Sabourin says she and her 
husband have been volunteer-
ing on Wednesdays at the Roots 
Community Food Centre for 
about three-to-four months. 
The Roots Community Food 
Centre provides Senior + Elder 
Community Meals on Wednes-
days from 5-6:30 p.m. and Fri-
days from 11-12:30.

“My mom, we bring her 
every Wednesday as well,” Sab-
ourin says. “It’s a really amazing 
place, they make this place so 
welcoming to everyone, all peo-
ple over 60. We’re both retired 
and we feel like it is something 
we would like to contribute 
by helping in the community 
doing something that is mean-
ingful to people. It provides 
nutritious meals and it provides 
a little market where they have 
vegetables that are at a really 

decent price.”
Erin Beagle, executive direc-

tor at Roots Community Food 
Centre, says they worked hard 
to purchase, fund and renovate 
the dining room so they could 
provide free community meals 
for seniors and Elders twice a 
week.

“We’re kind of looking at the 
60-plus crowd,” Beagle says. 
“The meals are totally free, 
they’re made from scratch, it’s 
like restaurant service. People 
come in and they sit down and 
we give them water and their 
cutlery and bring the food 
to them so there’s not a food 
lineup. At the same time we also 
open our community food mar-
ket. Our community food mar-
ket is a low cost fruit and veg-
etable market that anybody is 

allowed to shop for, they don’t 
have to be a senior or an Elder 
to shop there.”

Beagle says they focus on 
using fresh and quality ingredi-
ents in their meals.

“So lots of vegetables, pro-
teins, there’s always a vegetarian 
option if people are not eating 
meat,” Beagle says. “And some 
variety in them too, as an exam-
ple last night (June 28) was a 
Lebanese vegetable soup with a 
baba ghanoush and pita dip and 
there’s always a dessert. The last 
Friday of every month is a tradi-
tional food meal. Sometimes the 
food is like really comfort food, 
just like meat and potatoes, and 
other times it kind of pushes the 
boundaries, like maybe it might 
be Mexican inspired or things 
like that.”

Thunder Bay-Superior North 
MP Patty Hajdu, minister of 
Indigenous Services Canada 
and minister responsible for 
FedNor, also announced a fed-
eral investment of $735,360 to 
renovate and retrofit the Roots 
Community Food Centre at 
the grand opening of the din-
ing room. The investment will 
enable the Roots Community 
Food Centre to install new 
doors and upgraded windows 
with solar shading to minimize 
heat loss in the winter and keep 
the building naturally cool in 
the summer. It will also enable 
them to install a new boiler that 
uses locally sourced wood pel-
lets and to create a rain garden 
with plants and natural materials 
found locally to capture rainwa-
ter and mitigate runoff.

“Every day, Roots Com-

munity Food Centre makes 
sure people get food, connec-
tions and community,” Hajdu 
says. “They offer programs 
that nourish the soul and make 
sure that no one goes hungry 
amongst us. They work to wel-
come people to a place where 
they belong, and can learn new 
skills and meet new people. The 
government of Canada will con-
tinue to invest in organizations 
and community infrastructure 
that are taking climate action 
and building more resilient and 
inclusive communities across 
Canada.”

Beagle says the federal invest-
ment is essential in ensuring 
that Roots Community Food 
Centre can operate from a 
building that is able to weather 
the changing climate pressures, 
reduce their carbon footprint 

and maintain a space that is 
accessible and welcoming to all.

“We’re excited to make 
changes that allow us to adapt 
and showcase how green build-
ing innovations can be included 
in community spaces and we’re 
thankful to the government of 
Canada for their investment in 
this space that provides digni-
fied food access and community 
connection for so many people 
in Thunder Bay,” Beagle says.

Beagle says their SHOW 
Urban Agriculture program 
for 18 to 30-year-old partici-
pants began on the May long 
weekend on the south side of 
Thunder Bay and their Urban 
Youth Farm Program for 16 to 
18-year-old Lakehead District 
School Board students began 
in mid-July on the north side of 
Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Thunder Bay-Superior North MP Patty Hajdu and Erin Beagle, 
executive director at Roots Community Food Centre, celebrated the 
grand opening of the Roots Community Food Centre dining room on 
June 29.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
A wild rice fruit salad was served during the Roots Community Food Centre’s traditional meal featuring 
moose meat loaf on June 30.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Pikangikum lost another 
citizen to a house fire on July 
4 after three citizens were lost 
in a house fire on Feb. 22 in 
the community of about 2,300. 
One adult was confirmed 
deceased and 11 others, includ-
ing children, were safe after the 
July 4 house fire.

“This is another tragedy — 
the fast-action response from all 
of those involved saved many 
lives, but sadly, we have lost 
another community (citizen),” 
says Pikangikum Chief Shirley 
Lynne Keeper. “This continues 
to affect us greatly, impacting 
every one of us. We appreciate 
the support of IFNA (Inde-
pendent First Nations Alliance) 
who has arrived in community 
and been working with govern-
ment agencies to pursue sustain-
able funding for our community 
responders and to ensure sup-
ports are in place so we can pre-
vent experiencing such loss.”

The July 4 house fire was 
reported to police at about 7:30 
a.m. and Ontario Provincial 
Police were on the scene within 
minutes. They used fire extin-
guishers from the exterior to 
buy time for the fire response, 
with the Pikangikum Peace-
keepers and firefighters arriving 

and containing the fire within 
30 minutes with the structure 
remaining fully intact. The 
house fire was extinguished by 
9:30 a.m.

“Since the last fatal house 
fire, we have continued to work 
in partnership with the com-
munity, Indigenous Services 
Canada, the Ontario Office of 
the Fire Marshal, the Indig-
enous Fire Marshal Service and 
the OPP to improve fire safety 
and response including ongoing 
smoke alarm installations,” says 
Nick Rhone, IFNA integrated 
emergency services director and 
regional fire rescue chief.

The investigation into the 
July 4 house fire was ongo-
ing as of press time, with more 
information to be released as it 
becomes available.

Deputy Grand Chief Anna 
Betty Achneepineskum had pre-
viously called for action from 
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments after the three citizens 
died in the Feb. 22 house fire.

“It is outrageous that we 
must plead with our treaty part-
ners every time an innocent life 
is lost,” Achneepineskum said 
after the Feb. 22 house fire. 
“Nice words are said, but very 
little is done. We do not need 
condolences or sympathy from 
the governments of Ontario and 
Canada. We need action. Imme-

diately. Before any more lives 
are lost.”

Pikangikum previously lost a 
family of nine in a house fire in 
March 2016.

“Our community is devas-
tated to have yet another loss 
due to a horrific house fire,” 
Keeper said after the Feb. 22 
house fire. “It was almost seven 
years ago that we lost a fam-
ily to a fire in our community. 
We should not be experiencing 
this again. We have never felt 
so hopeless. Our ability to fight 
structural fires has not improved 
since 2016. Our fire trucks were 
frozen because we don’t have an 
adequate building to keep them 
warm.”

Achneepineskum said after 
the Feb. 22 house fire that the 
number of individuals who have 
perished in house fires across 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation in the 
last decade is “very disturb-
ing.” A total of 11 children and 
seven adults have lost their lives 
in house fires in Pikangikum 
in 2016, Kitchenuhmaykoo-
sib Inninuwug in 2019, Sandy 
Lake in 2022 and Peawanuck in 
2023.

“Many of them are chil-
dren — it’s time now that we 
assess the services or the lack 
of fire prevention and also fire 
responses that we have within 
our First Nations,” Achneep-

ineskum said after the Feb. 22 
house fire. “We’re lacking the 
resources and infrastructure to 

protect ourselves from house 
fires and also to fight a fire 
when it does occur.”

Achneepineskum said after 
the Feb. 22 house fire that the 
government needs to work with 

First Nations to ensure they 
have a fire truck and a fire sta-
tion that is up to standard.

 Community

Would you like to learn more about your Legal Rights & 
Responsibilities? 

Do you want to know more about the Legal System,  
and other Legal Topics? 

NALSC Public Legal Education can help: 
 We can inform and educate NAN Community members about the Law, their  

Legal rights, the Legal System, and Preventative Law 

 Directly engage with NAN Community members with PLE Presentations,  
activities, Q&A session, with Staff Lawyer Present 

 Fully ensure that NAN Community members are aware of NALSC Programs 
and Services 

 Topics can include: Guns & Firearms, Bullying, Elders Law, Criminal Law, 
Family Law, etc. and other requested legal topics 

 

To request Public Legal Education Services: 
 

 Contact us below, or your local Community Legal Worker or NALSC Worker 
 Speak with your Chief & Council to request PLE Service’s for your community 
 Organizations, Schools, Program, Tribal Council, or Community event are 

strongly encouraged to request PLE Services. 
 

ple@nanlegal.on.ca - or - csuggashie@nanlegal.on.ca 
Cell: (807) 620- 9253 
Tel: (807) 622-1413 
Fax: (807) 6223024 

screenshot
Deputy Grand Chief Anna Betty Achneepineskum, pictured at a Chiefs Special Assembly in 2021, called 
for action from the provincial and federal governments following the loss of three Pikangikum citizens 
in a house fire on Feb. 22.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday August 17, 2023 

at 7:00 pm (CST)
CALL 737-2078 for Zoom link 
and/or  Sioux Lookout  meeting  

location.

Pikangikum mourns another loss due to a house fire
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Hygiene Cleanings

Teeth Extractions

Periodontal Care

(807) 626-8001 |  infomem@abadental.ca | abadental.ca

SERVING INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
 FOR OVER 17 YEARS

Root Canals

Orthodontics

and more

Request an appointment today!

 Community

Tikinagan celebrates Honouring Our Children Day
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Tikinagan Child and Family 
Services is celebrating Honour-
ing Our Children Day by hold-
ing celebrations in each of its 30 
First Nations and two art con-
tests for children from the 30 
communities.

“So far it’s been going excep-
tionally well,” says Jason Willms, 
service manager at Tikinagan. 
“We look at June 24 as the start 
of Honouring Our Children 
Day and it goes through for the 
whole summer as we have 30 
communities that are trying to 
organize it. It’s an opportunity 
for our communities to show 
our children just how important 
they are to the community. We 
look at it and say these children 
are the future of our communi-
ties and we want to celebrate 
the day today for the future.”

Tikinagan first celebrated 
Honouring Our Children Day 
in 2009 to celebrate the accom-
plishments of the children and 
youth.

“It’s an annual (celebra-
tion) that we want to do and 
the intention is to celebrate 
our children in care and really 
all different types of children 
because we want to acknowl-
edge their strength, their brav-
ery and of course their resil-
iency,” Willms says. “It’s just a 
way for us as adults and people 
in their life to kind of show 
them, hey, we really do care, 
this is about you. We know that 
adults are very influential figures 
in children’s lives so when they 
see them interacting and engag-
ing with us as well, the children 

really have a great time.”
Honouring Our Children 

Day also honours children in 
Tikinagan’s care and acknowl-
edges the strength, bravery and 
resilience shown by these chil-
dren and youth in the face of 
difficult times.

“It’s not easy growing up 
away from family and being sep-
arated, especially when you lose 

your language,” says Ty Strang, 
member of Tikinagan’s Youth 
Know Team. “It gets tough 
at times. Most days I’ve had 
people supporting me and they 
kept pushing until I finally let 
them. I’m glad they did because 
it showed me that people cared 
and that there are good people 
out there.” 

The Youth Know Team, Tiki-

nagan’s youth advisory team 
that was formed with youth 
from the organization’s 30 First 
Nations, supports Tikinagan by 
providing input about youth 
culture, social media, living in 
their communities and even 
about Tikinagan.

“Children should be as 
respected as Elders,” the Youth 
Know Team says in a statement. 

“They’re the next generation, 
after our Elders have passed.”

Thelma Morris, executive 
director at Tikinagan, says Tiki-
nagan was created about 40 
years ago to provide culturally-
specific child and family services 
that emphasize an Indigenous 
approach to child welfare in an 
online Honouring Our Chil-
dren Day video.

“Our agency was founded on 
two basic principles as handed 
down by the chiefs and guided 
by our Elders, first that no more 
children be lost from our com-
munities, second that a child 
and family service agency be 
created that would work with 
the people for the people while 
respecting culture, heritage and 
the concepts of the extended 
family,” Morris says. “Today we 
are still guided by our nine val-
ues, respect, trust, honesty, lan-
guage, Elders, culture, account-
ability, customary care and spiri-
tuality, and the unyielding belief 
that the answers lie within the 
community.”

Morris says every child 
deserves love, safety and the 
opportunity to thrive within 
their own culture, community 
and their own family context.

“Together we embody the 
spirit of Mamow Obiki-ahwah-
soowin and through our work 
we can strengthen and support 
our First Nations with their 
dedication and compassion for 
the children and families we 
serve,” Morris says. “We cel-
ebrate (Honouring) Our Chil-
dren Day, which is a time to cel-
ebrate our children and remind 
them that they are special and 
supported by the community. 
Much like National Indigenous 
Peoples Day, the intention 
of Honouring Our Children 
Day is to acknowledge their 
strength, bravery and resilience. 
Honouring Our Children Day 
is an opportunity for your com-
munity to come together to 
show our children how special 
they are.”

screenshot
Tikinagan Child and Family Services executive director Thelma Morris speaks about the importance of Honouring Our Children Day in a 
video on Tikinagan’s Facebook page.
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For more information please contact:
Joanne MacMillan
jmacmillan@nan.ca

ENDING DISCRIMINATION OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN 
NISHNAWBE ASKI NATION TERRITORY

Deputy Grand Chief Bobby Narcisse and his team are 
working hard to ensure a Final Se�lement Agreement for 
the long-term reform of First Nations Child and Family 
Services (FNCFS) and Jordan’s Principle is reached in a 
timely manner.

Ending the discrimination identified by the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal through funding and policy reform 
is a critical step forward in providing NAN children with 
the same opportunity to reach their full potential as other 
children in this country. 

While the negotiations continue, there are measures 
currently in place to alleviate the discrimination that First 
Nations and FNCFS Agencies can access. 

These include:

▪ Funding at actual cost post-majority care to First 
Nation youth ageing out of care and young adults 
who were formerly in care up to and including the 
age of 25.

▪ Funding at actual cost First Nations Representative 
Services to provide a range of support and advocacy 
services to families at risk of or involved with 
child welfare.

▪ Increased prevention funding for First Nations and 
FNCFS Agencies. 

▪ Funding at actuals for capital projects related to the 
delivery of child and family services and Jordan’s 
Principle programs.

The FWBp Team and Elders 
a�ending strategic planning.

Boozhoo, Aaniin, Wacheya,

As we approach the middle of summer, we hope you get the 
opportunity to reconnect with loved ones and friends to share 
stories, create new memories, laugh, and enjoy fellowship with 
one another. Time to enjoy the land and take in all the beauty 
around us. Counting our Blessings and being grateful for the 
li�le things pu�ing a smile on our face and bringing us joy.

Over the summer months communities will be gathering to 
celebrate FAMILY WELL-BEING WEEK to honour babies, 
children, youth, elders, families, women, and men. FWB 
program Coordinators will be organizing activities, events, and 
programs to strengthen family bonds, celebrate our culture, 
language, land, spiritual beliefs, life, and all of creation. 

NAN acknowledges and commends the FWBp Community 
Coordinators for their dedication, passion, endless hours of 
ongoing support and resources they provide for families. 
Coordinators play a vital role in supporting wellbeing 
approaches, bringing people together and working towards 
healthy communities. 

Contact your local Family Well-Being Program Coordinator to 
find out about programs and activities during Family Well-Being 
Week in your community.

The more we empower and encourage one another the more 
we become united and stronger together. Continue to be 
mindful of the safety of others, follow community protocols and 
the direction from our leaders. We look forward to travelling 
across the NAN territory, visiting with one another and 
participate in community events. May the Creator continue to 
watch over our families and communities and make a be�er 
place for everyone. 

Miigwech & God Bless!

FWB Week in Kasabonika Lake

Your NAN Family Well-Being Team,
Cindy Mckay, Administrative Coordinator - cgmckay@nan.ca 
Margaret Wesley, Training Coordinator - mwesley@nan.ca 
Douglas Magiskan, Project O�cer, Western Region - dmagiskan@nan.ca 
Nicole Baxter, Project O�cer, Central Region – nbaxter@nan.ca 
Micheal Belmore, Project O�cer, Eastern Region – mbelmore@nan.ca 
Sheila Marcinyshyn, Program Manager – smarcinyshyn@nan.ca 

Nishnawbe Aski Nation
Social Services Department Programs 
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(807) 623-8228
[FAX] (807) 623-7730

100 Back Street, Unit 200
Thunder Bay, ON P7J 1L2nan.on.ca

J O R D A N ’ S 
   P R I N C I P L E
Jordan River Anderson was a 

member of Norway House Cree 

Nation in Manitoba and was born 

with complex medical needs.

Jordan was able to leave the  

hospital when he was 2. However, 

the federal and provincial 

governments could not agree on who 

should pay for his home-based care.

Jordan stayed in the hospital until 

he passed at the age of 5.

�e House of Commons passed 

Jordan’s Principle in his memory and 

it is now a legal obligation so First 

Nations children living in Canada 

can access the products, services 

and supports they need, when they 

need them. Funding can help with 

a wide range of health, social and 

educational needs, including the 

unique needs that First Nations 

children and youth have.

Eligibility is under 18 years of age and one of the following;

1  �e child is registered or eligible to be registered under the Indian Act, as amended from time to time;

2  �e child has one parent/guardian who is registered or eligible to be registered under the Indian Act;

3  �e child is recognized by their Nation for the purposes of Jordan’s Principle; or

4  �e child is ordinarily a resident on reserve. 

H o w  t o  A p p l y

FILL in Application and email to  
sac.jordansprincipleon-principedejordan.isc@canada.ca

CALL 1-855-JP-CHILD (1-855-572-4453), open 24hrs a day, 
7 days a week.

NAN has a contact list and can assist communities  and Tribal Councils to 
apply for their own workers.  Email jordansprinciple@nan.ca

canada.ca/jordans-principle

NEED HELP?  Contact your Community Worker 
or Tribal Council Coordinator for assistance or 
call the number above.

Marla Murray 
Choose Life Program Manager 
mmurray@nan.ca

We are well into the new fiscal year and we hope that everyone 
has been able to spend some time participating in activities 
that feed your mind, spirit and soul all of the things that make 
you smile.

We would like to share for those who may not be aware, the 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Choose Life Program began in April 2017. 
Choose Life is intended for youth, 18 and under, at risk of suicide 
by providing funding to access mental health professionals or 
services, as well as address well-being through land-based 
programing and cultural activities.  The funding streams from 
Indigenous Services Canada (FNIHB) through the Jordan’s 
Principle Child First Initiative. 

NAN annually submits a Choose Life Application for funding with 
ISC to carry out the necessary tasks to support NAN communities 
and organizations with their Choose Life funding requests, to 
navigate the choose life specialized processes and to promote 
mental health training and networking opportunities for Choose 
Life workers and youth. The Annual Report for this funding is due 
120 days a�er March 31st. 

Choose Life responds to the Seven Youth Inquest Jury 
Recommendations #36 (suicide prevention) and #81 (harm 
reduction) directed at improving accountability, safety, and 
education outcomes for all NAN students.

Two evaluations have been completed to review the program 
and its a�ects on NAN youth. Copies of these evaluations were 
distributed in 2021 and can be found on the NAN webpage: 
nan.ca/resources/choose-life/. Findings suggest that there is an 
ongoing support and need for Choose Life programing to continue. 

Choose Life is also a part of the AIP with the Government of 
Canada on compensation and long-term reform of First Nation 
Child and Family services. These discussions have led to include 
a provision for the long-term sustainability of the Choose Life 
program. A Terms of Reference had been developed and were 
o�cially signed at the first Annual General Meeting in O�awa on 
September 30, 2022. The terms of reference are to prepare and 
guide the important and necessary work to continue to address 
unmet mental health needs of children and youth in First Nation 
communities.

Over the past year, the Choose Life Program was thankful to 
be able to return to supporting Community Choose Life 
Coordinators in person with training on ISC’s expectations that 
involve Community specific annual reporting and the application 
of funding requests from individual Communities within our 49 
NAN Territories. The team is prepared and willing to return once 
again to traveling into Communities to deliver this support 
upon request. 

We are looking forward to hosting our 2nd Annual General 
Meeting on August 29-31st 2023. The NAN Choose Life Team will 
be hosting the AGM at the Best Western Nor’Wester Hotel and 
Conference Centre.  We are looking forward to coming together 
with our NAN Choose Life Community Coordinators along with 
our youth and special guests. We are excited to share space 
during this time to acknowledge and empower the youth, 
celebrate Community successes, bring confidence, and provide 
tools and tips for the Youth to take with them as we come to a 
close on August 31. 

Please stay tuned for our SAVE THE DATE that will be sent to our 
Community Choose Life Coordinators and their youth guest. 

I would like to recognize the Choose Life Program Team 
that works so hard to ensure that the NAN Community Children, 
Youth and Families are receiving the supports they are requiring 
to continue to have this essential program available and 
accessible for youth at risk in each Community. 

Our Choose Life Program here at NAN holds monthly Networking 
calls on a virtual platform. These meetings have been very well 
a�ended and we welcome all Choose Life Coordinators to join. 
Each call is specific to a theme and all are welcome to provide 
updates, share successes, challenges or to say hello to peers and 
friendships that have been made through our Choose Life 
Coordinator’s contact information to be included in these calls is 
Bibianne Charles: bcharles@nan.ca. 

Our NAN Choose Life team is available, through meetings 
in Thunder Bay and community visits, to provide training for the 
Choose Life application and reporting process and o�er support 
for backlogged reporting. If this is something that your 
Community Coordinators would benefit from support with, please 
contact our Choose Life Allan Turtle : aturtle@nan.ca.

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy summer season!  We look 
forward to continuing to build our relationships with Community 
Members, providing support and visiting in person. 

Please reach out to me at anytime. 
Take care and Miigwetch, 

Community Visit for Application and Reporting 
Support in Sachigo Lake 
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HonouringHonouring
ChildrenChildrenOurOur

All Summer!

ᑲᑭᐡᑌᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑭᔑᑲᑲᑭᐡᑌᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑭᔑᑲᑲᑭᐡᑌᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑭᔑᑲᑲᑭᐡᑌᓂᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ ᑭᔑᑲ

Tikinagan’s Annual Honouring Our Children 
Day is all about honouring the children 
in care throughout the 30 Northwestern 
Ontario First Nations that the agency 
serves. Honouring Our Children Day is 
an opportunity to demonstrate Mamow 
Obiki-ahwahsoowin – “Everybody working 
together to raise our children” – and show 
our children and families they are important. 

Be part of a community that holds our 
children up and carries them forward.

Celebrate in your 
community this summer!

LEARN MORE AT TIKINAGAN.ORG/HOCDAY

All summer!

RMYC research project holds youth conference in Mishkeegogamang
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A group of Regional Multi-
cultural Youth Council (RMYC) 
youth recently met with youth 
in Mishkeegogamang during a 
youth conference in early July 
as part of their Voices of Youth 
research project.

“We mostly interacted with 
the students such as participat-
ing in games, events (and Mof-
fat Mukato, youth advisor and 
summer programs coordinator 
at RMYC and executive direc-
tor at Multicultural Association 
of Northwestern Ontario) did 
a little workshop too with the 
youth to see where they were 
academic wise and what chal-
lenges they face,” says Summer 
Spade, a leader with the Voices 
of Youth project at RMYC. 
“Kids need role models in their 
lives, especially older youth as 
us just so they know they can 
be like us at some point. They 
don’t have to be adults to do 
this, they can be young teenag-
ers, they can be older teenagers 
or people just starting in their 
early 20s.”

Lucas Sinoway, who is 
involved with the Voices of 
Youth project at RMYC, says 
the trip to Mishkeegogamang 
was an opportunity to give the 
youth a voice.

“And to show them you 
don’t need alcohol and drugs 
in order to cope with residen-
tial schools and (issues) like 
that,” Sinoway says. “There are 
healthy ways to cope such as 
going out in nature and moving 
your body.”

Julian Beardy, who is 
involved with the Voices of 
Youth project at RMYC, high-
lighted the importance of being 
involved with RMYC, noting 
that he also enjoyed the trip to 
Mishkeegogamang.

“It’s important training for 

our future learning how to do 
this, how to show kids that they’re 
not alone and have role models to 
look up to,” Beardy says.

Karlee Meekis, a leader with 
the Voice of Youth project at 
RMYC, says youth need role 
models in their lives.

“Especially older youth as 
us just so they know they can 
be like us at some point, they 
don’t have to be adults to do 
this, they can be young teenag-
ers, they can be older teenagers 
or people just starting in their 
early 20s,” Meekis says, noting 

that she is planning to study 
Business Accounting at Centen-
nial College in Toronto this fall. 
“So Moffat usually tells us as 
we’re involved in this program 
to kind of share our story and 
be role models for the younger 
students.”

Spade says the Voices of 
Youth project, which is being 
done in partnership with Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation (NAN), is 
aimed at reengaging students 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic to get back into their 
education and helping them 
succeed in their endeavours.

“There was a drastic raise in 
dropout rates because students 
suffered with social anxiety with 
the drastic change in environ-
ment and we want to reconnect 
them with their education,” 
Spade says, noting that they 
also asked questions about the 
issue to youth during a trip to 
Neskantaga and to some youth 
from Deer Lake. “They think 
that helping them reengage and 
stay in school is to reinforce 
more specialized therapists and 
school nurses they can meet 
daily just for check ins … and 
they also had ideas for more rec-
reational activities.”

Meekis says they travelled 
with NAN staff for the trip to 
Neskantaga.

“We helped plan community 
events along with them like a 
breakfast and games for them,” 
Meekis says.

Spade says they also asked 
questions about the issue to 
youth in Thunder Bay.

“It’s pretty easy to connect 
with the youth, especially with 
our RMYC,” Spade says. “We 
were also talking with Matawa 
students here. Most of the stu-
dents brought up recreational 
things such as more things 
would interest them like bead-
ing, art (and) that kind of thing 
instead of just sports.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
A group of Regional Multicultural Youth Council youth, pictured on Anemki Wajiw in Fort William, are working on a Voices of Youth research 
project.
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MAMOW OBIKI-AHWAHSOOWIN
ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ

Everyone working together to raise our children
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ

TIKINAGAN.ORG

AVAILABLE 24/7
1-800-465-3624How will you work together 

to raise our children?

Start a career?

Protect our children?

Become a Foster Parent?

Connect with us and find 
your role!

Lakehead University holds C2UExpo
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Lakehead University’s 
C2UExpo featured a Kinoo-
amaadawad Megwaa Doo-
damawad stream focused on 
Indigenous health determina-
tion and research, including 
a presentation by Lakehead 
University’s Denise Baxter and 
Anita Vaillancourt on June 6. 
Baxter, vice provost of Indig-
enous Initiatives at Lakehead 
University and Marten Falls citi-
zen, and Vaillancourt, assistant 
professor in the School of Social 
Work at Lakehead University 
and Wahnapitae citizen, deliv-
ered a presentation on Navigat-
ing Colonial Spaces to Engage 
Indigenous Knowledges in the 
Advancement Social Work Edu-
cation.

“The focus here is our experi-
ence in developing the Speaker 
Series — the major intent of 
the Speaker Series was a col-
laboration between Indigenous 
Initiatives, where Denise is the 
vice provost, and the School 
of Social Work,” Vaillancourt 
says. “This really came about 
for a very specific purpose of 
extending the learning in our 
institution to the community, 
so beyond the classroom. I 
feel we’re very silent and quite 
exclusionary in our education 
and people who can afford to 
be here get to be here.”

Vaillancourt says one of 
the first exercises she teaches 
her students is to have a look 

around the classroom to see 
who is there and who is missing.

“And we start to really inter-
rogate who’s missing from that 
room and … lead into the con-
versation about how colonialism 
has created this situation where 
we see 90 per cent of (non-
Native) learners and very low 
representation of Indigenous 
people and people of colour in 
that group and what that means 
for practice and what that 
means for healing of our society 
and people,” Vaillancourt says. 
“There are a number of implica-
tions associated with this, so it’s 
really recognizing the important 
role of the Indigenous com-
munity in terms of advancing 
social work education and post-
secondary education as a whole, 
and the aim is to provide post-
secondary education on terms 
that foster greater understand-
ing of Indigenous culture and 
wellness.”

Vaillancourt says there are 
now more Indigenous children 
in care than at the height of the 
residential school era.

“So we are failing in our 
practice and I speak that very 
clearly and with a lot of power 
behind my words and emotion 
because we have to fix this,” 
Vaillancourt says.

Vaillancourt says part of the 
focus with the Speaker Series is 
the recognition of the role and 
ongoing presence of coloniza-
tion and Euro-centrism within 
the education system and the 
importance of establishing 

authentic partnerships.
“We are really wanting some-

thing deeper, so the commu-
nity-campus partnership with 
four Indigenous women,” Vail-
lancourt says. “In social work 
we are a very female-dominated 
profession, a very caring-ori-
ented profession as well, so I felt 
it was really important to centre 
Indigenous women.”

Baxter says they approached 
four Indigenous women who 
ran Indigenous community-
based human service organiza-

tions in southern Ontario to 
participate in sharing Indig-
enous knowledges within and 
beyond a social work classroom.

“A big part of it is the stu-
dents that we were training, 
these social workers, are the 
very people that they’re going 
to be hiring,” Baxter says. “So 
this is a really great opportu-
nity for them to address some 
big thinking to the students to 
sort of plant those seeds with 
the students before they actually 
graduate and go into the work-

force.”
Baxter says she missed both 

sessions in person with the four 
women due to changes in the 
schedule, but was able to watch 
the sessions over the Zoom 
platform.

“We did have students taking 
active roles recording the event, 
students did introductions, stu-
dents had to do some pre-work 
ahead of time about the organi-
zations and do some presenta-
tions in their classroom,” Bax-
ter says. “So they were quite 

involved in the learning up to 
and then debriefing after.”

The C2UExpo, held June 
5-8 at the Thunder Bay cam-
pus, was attended by about 350 
participants from around the 
world, including Maui Hud-
son, associate professor at the 
University of Waikato, who 
delivered the opening Morning 
Keynote Plenary: Responsible 
Research and Innovation: The 
Challenge of Generating Impact 
with Indigenous Communities 
on June 6.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Lakehead University’s Denise Baxter speaks during her and assistant professor Anita Vaillancourt’s presentation on Navigating Colonial 
Spaces to Engage Indigenous Knowledges in the Advancement Social Work Education at the university’s C2UExpo, held June 5-8 with about 
350 participants from around the world at the Thunder Bay campus.
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You deserve a 
life free from 
violence. 
beendigen.combeendigen.com

SSuummmmeerr  SSppeecciiaallss  HHeerree  NNooww!!

www.bazaarandnove l ty .ca

Toll Free
1-800-465-3930

Bazaar & Novelty
612 Squier St

Thunder Bay, On

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR COMPLETE LINE OF PRODUCTS!

Dan Peever

Slushy and Soft Serve Ice Cream Machines

Algonquin Avenue students donate birch bark canoe
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Kay-Nah-Chi-Wah-Nung 
Historical Centre, owned and 
operated by Rainy River First 
Nations in Treaty #3, recently 
received a birch bark canoe built 
by students at Algonquin Ave-
nue Public School in Thunder 
Bay.

“About a year ago we reached 
out to Lakehead University 
and Algonquin Avenue Public 
School, and we were looking 
to get one of our canoes refur-
bished but we came to the idea 
that we should see if they were 
able to just build us a whole 
new one,” says Jessie Rich-
ard, manager at Kay-Nah-Chi-
Wah-Nung Historical Centre. 
“So Algonquin Avenue Public 
School with the support of 
Lakehead University and some 

of their professors and resources 
used this canoe project through 
the entire school year. Through-
out the entire year this (Grade 
8) class worked on building 
the canoe and while they were 
working on it they were work-
ing on other projects around 
self love and acceptance and cul-
tural connection.”

Richard says the canoe is 
“absolutely gorgeous” with two 
little sturgeon designs on each 
side of the canoe.

“They wanted to add stur-
geons because sturgeons are so 
significant in this area so we’ve 
got two little sturgeons on each 
side of the canoe facing each 
other,” Richard says. “They are 
gorgeous.”

Richard says the canoe will 
replace an older canoe, which 
will now be used as a decorative 
display.

“This canoe from Algonquin 
Avenue Public School is going 
to be displayed in our front 
entrance area,” Richard says. “It 
will be elevated off the ground 
and people can look underneath 
it and see all the detailing as 
well.”

Richard says the Kay-Nah-
Chi-Wah-Nung Historical Cen-
tre, also known as Manitou 
Mounds, is a national historic 
site.

“We have the largest col-
lection of traditional burial 
mounds in all of North Amer-
ica,” Richard says. “There’s 900 
acres of property here and we 
have trails for hiking and biking 
and golf cart tours. We have a 
historical museum inside of the 
building as well as our Hungry 
Hall restaurant.”

Darren Lentz, principal 
at Algonquin Avenue Public 

School, says the students began 
building the canoe this past 
September.

“And we’ve done a lot of 
different learning along with it 
over the year, including some 
canoeing with the Lakehead 
University Outdoor Rec depart-
ment so the students got an 
understanding of the canoe and 
what it means and to feel it on 
the water and to feel the power 
it has when it’s on the water,” 
Lentz says. “They also got a 
chance to go picking some of 
the resources with knowledge 
keeper and basketmaker Helen 
Pelletier. We went picking roots 
with her and gathering and then 
she came and did a little lesson 
on sgraffito art with the stu-
dents.” 

Lentz says a first-year class of 
Lakehead University Indigenous 
Learning students also par-

ticipated in the canoe building 
project.

“They came here about four-
to-five times and helped with 
spruce root gathering, helped 
with lashings and helped with 
different parts of it,” Lentz 
says. “Our Grade 8s were the 
main builders, they worked on 
it throughout the year but then 
they also got a chance to edu-
cate the other students in the 
school about birch bark canoe 
making by sharing their experi-
ence.”

Lentz also highlighted the 
birch bark canoe project dur-
ing a tour by visiting university 
professors and researchers from 
around the world during Lake-
head University’s C2UExpo 
2023 in early June.

“On the 22 of June this 
canoe is travelling down to 
Manitou Mounds, the national 

historic site in Rainy River First 
Nations, and it’s going in that 
historic site,” Lentz says during 
the C2UExpo 2023 visit. “So 
they’re giving the canoe back 
to the Mounds in a ceremony. 
They spent the whole year mak-
ing it and then they’re giving 
back that knowledge. It’s been a 
year-long project of them learn-
ing and they’ve acquired the 
culture, the language, they’ve 
realized and explored their 
strengths from their hands-on 
experiences to their reading 
and writing about it and all the 
other things that go into canoe 
building. They’re giving that 
back now to this community so 
they can celebrate this knowl-
edge. The community needed 
a canoe so we said we would 
build one for them.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
The Algonquin Avenue Public School Grade 8 class’s birch bark canoe was still under construction dur-
ing the Lakehead University’s C2UExpo 2023 tour of the school on June 5.

photo submitted by Kay-Nah-Chi-Wah-Nung Historical Centre Facebook page
The Algonquin Avenue Public School Grade 8 class’s birch bark canoe was recently delivered to the Kay-
Nah-Chi-Wah-Nung Historical Centre.
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ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᑲᓇᒋᐊᐧᓇᐠ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ, 
ᐅᑎᐯᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐱᒧᑐᓇᐊᐧ 
ᑭᒥᐊᐧᐣ ᓯᐱ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐟᕑᐃᑎ #3, ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐃᐧᑲᐧᓯᒋᒪᓂ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᑕᔑᑭᑭᓄᒪᐃᐧᑕ 
ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐣ ᐊᐯᐣᔪ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ 
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ.

“ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ 
ᐣᑭᐃᔑᑲᑫᐧᑌᒥᓇᐸᐣ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 
ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐃᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐁᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ 
ᐯᔑᐠ ᒋᒪᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐣᑭᐃᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᑲᓂᑲ ᒋᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᐅᐡᑭᒋᒪᓂ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒉᓯ ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ, 
ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ ᑲᓇᒋᐊᐧᓇᐠ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ. 
“ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐊᔑᐨ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 
ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐊᑎᐟ 
ᐅᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑭᔭᐸᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᒋᒪᓂ 
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐡᑭᒋᒪᓂ ᐯᔑᑯᔭ 
ᑲᑭᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ. ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ 
(8 ᑲᔭᑯᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ) ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐅᑭᔭᓄᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧ ᒋᒪᓂ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᔭᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑭᔭᓄᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ ᓴᑭᐦᐃᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑕᐱᓂᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ.”

ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᒪᓂ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭ ᑭᒋᒥᓄᒪᒋᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᓂᔑᐣ ᓇᒣᓴᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑭᒪᓯᓂᐱᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑫᐧᑫᐧᑭᑌ ᒋᒪᓂᐠ.

“ᐅᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᒪᓯᓂᐱᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓇᒣᐣ ᐁᓇᒣᑲᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᑲᑕᓇᑭᔭᐠ 
ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᔑᐣ 
ᓇᒣᓴᐣ ᑫᐧᑫᐧᑭᑌ ᐁᔭᓴᒥᑕᑎᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ. “ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᑯ 
ᒥᓄᔑᔑᐊᐧᐠ.”

ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑕᒥᐡᑲᐧᒋᐊᐸᑕᐣ 
ᐅᐡᑭᒋᒪᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑯᑌᑭᐸᐣ 
ᑫᑌᒋᒪᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ  ᑕᐃᓇᐸᑕᐣ 
ᒋᒪᓯᓇᑯᒋᑲᑫᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᐡᑭ ᒋᒪᐣ ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑕᐃᔑᐊᒋᑲᑌ ᑲᐅᒋᐱᐱᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ. “ᓇᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑕᐃᐡᐸᑯᒋᑲᑌ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᓇᒧᓇᐠ 
ᒋᐅᒋᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐁᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ.”

ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᓇᒋᐊᐧᓇᐠ 
ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌ ᒪᓂᑐ 
ᓂᑲᐧᐦᐊᑲᓇᐣ, ᑭ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌ 
ᐁᑫᑌ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᐅᒪ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᔑᓇᑐᐣ 
ᓂᑲᐧᐦᐊᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᐅᒪ 
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᑲᔭᐱᑕᑲᒥᑲᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᕑᐃᒍᕑᐟ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 900 ᐁᑯᕑᐢ 
ᐊᐱᒐ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐃᑯᑎᐯᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐊᐦᑭ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᔭᐊᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᓭᒥᑲᓇᐊᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᑎᑎᐯᐧᐱᐡᑲᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ 
ᑲᐱᒥᐱᓴᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᔑᐱᒥᐱᓱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑕᐸᓀᓴᐠ ᑲᔭᐸᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᐸᒥᔭᓄᐊᐧᐠ. ᐊᔭᒪᑲᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑫᑌᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᔑᑲᓇᐁᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᓯᓂᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ.”

ᑌᕑᐊᐣ ᓫᐁᐣᐢ, 
ᑲᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒪᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐅᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ 
ᐊᐧᑌᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ.

“ᒥᔑᐣ ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐯᑭᐡ ᐣᑭᐱᒥᑐᑕᒥᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐱᒥᒋᒪᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐱᒥ 
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᔑᐨ 
ᐸᑭ ᑲᑭ ᒋᒪᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐊᑲᐧᒋᐠ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᓇᐧᑌᐠ 
ᒋᒪᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐁᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᐳᓯᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ 
ᓂᐱᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐱᑌᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᔭᐸᑕᐠ 
ᓂᐱᑲᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᓫᐁᐣᐢ. “ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᓇᓇᑐᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᐊᐦᑭᑲᐠ ᑲᐅᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᐁᑭᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐅᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᑫᒧᐟ ᑲᐅᔑᑐᐨ 
ᐦᐁᓫᓂᐣ ᐯᓫᑎᔦ. ᐣᑭᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᒥᐣ 
ᐁᑭᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧ ᐊᐧᑕᐱᐁᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐣᑭᐱᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᒥᐣ ᐸᑭ 
ᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐊᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐁᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲ ᑲᑲᐡᑭᐁᐧᐸᐦᐃᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ.” 

ᓫᐁᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᓂᑕᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 

ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ 
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ  ᑭᑕᑭᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᒪ 
ᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ ᓂᐊᐧ ᓇᐣᑕ ᓂᔭᓇᐧ 
ᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑭᐱᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᑭᑕᐧ 
ᑲᑭᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧ ᐊᐧᑕᐱᐁᐧᔭᐠ, ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐡᑲᐧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᓇᓇᑲ 
ᑲᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᓫᐁᐣᐢ. “ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 8 ᑲᔭᑯᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ 

ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒪᔭᑦ 
ᑭᒋᒪᓂᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐱᒥᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᐅᒋ ᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐃᐧᒋ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᐃᒪ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐃᐧᑲᓯᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂ.”

ᓫᐁᐣᐢ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᐁᐧ 
ᐃᐧᑲᐧᓯᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐠ ᒥᓯᐁᐧᑲᒥᐠ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᑭᐅᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 

ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ C2UExpo 
2023 ᑲᓂᒪᑕᑭᓱᐨ ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ.

“ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 22 ᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ 
ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᒪᐣ 
ᑕᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌ ᒪᓂᑐ ᓂᑲᐧᐦᐊᑲᓂᐠ, 
ᑫᑌ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑭᒥᐊᐧᐣ ᓯᐱ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᒥᐦᐃᒪ 
ᑫᔑᑲᓇᐁᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᓫᐁᐣᐢ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ C2UExpo 2023 ᑭᐅᑫᐃᐧᐣ 

ᑲᑭᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ. “ᐅᑭᐁᐧᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ 
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᒋᒪᓂ ᐃᒪ ᓂᐣᑲᐧᐦᐊᑲᓂᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐃᔑᑕᐧᐃᐣ ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ. 
ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ ᐅᑭᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐁ ᑭ ᐱ ᒥ ᑭ ᑭ ᓄ ᐦ ᐊ ᒪ ᐊ ᐧ ᑲ ᓄ ᐊ ᐧ ᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᐅᑭᔭᓂ ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᓇᓇᑐᓀᐦᐊᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐅᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᑲᐱᒥᒋᒪᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ 

ᒥᓇ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᓂᑕᐊᐧᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐱᑯ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒋᒪᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᑕᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐅᑭᐁᐧᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐃᒪ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᒋᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᐃᒪ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐅᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧ ᒋᒪᓂ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐣᑭᐅᔑᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐣᑭᐃᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᐣ 
ᒋᐅᔑᑕᒪᐊᐧᔭᑭᑕᐧ.”

REVIEW
Review of Proposed Operations 
Whiskey Jack 2024 - 2034 Forest Management Plan

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Miisun 
Integrated Resource Management Company (Miisun) and the Kenora Local 
Citizens’ Committee (LCC) invite you to participate in the review of proposed 
operations. This review is being held as part of the detailed planning of 
operations for the ten-year period of the 2024 – 2034 Forest Management 
Plan (FMP) for the Whiskey Jack Forest. 

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. During this time,  
five formal opportunities for public consultation and First Nation and Métis 
community involvement and consultation are provided. The second 
opportunity (Stage Two) for this FMP occurred on June 15, to June 30, 2023 
when the public was invited to review and comment on the proposed Long-
Term Management Direction (LTMD). This ‘Stage Three’ notice is:

• To invite you to review and comment on 
 -  the planned areas for harvest, renewal and tending operations for the 

10-year period of the plan;
 -  the proposed corridors for new primary and branch roads for the 

10-year period of the plan;
 -  the proposed operational road boundaries for the 10-year period of the 

plan; and
•  To request contributions to the background information to be used  

in planning.

How to Get Involved

To assist in your review, an information forum will be held at the following 
time and location:

July 25, 2023   Super 8 by Wyndham  5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Kenora 240 Lakeview Dr, 
Kenora, ON P9N 0H2

August 15, 2023  Whiskey Jack Restaurant 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Hwy 105 General Delivery, 
Perrault Falls, ON P0V 2K

The following information can be obtained at the information  
forum and on the Natural Resources Information Portal at  
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online:

•  a summary of the MNRF regional director preliminary endorsed LTMD; and 
• a portrayal of: 
 -  the planned areas for harvest, renewal and tending operations for the 

10-year period of the plan; and
 -  the proposed corridors for new primary and branch roads which are 

required for the 10-year period of the plan;

In addition to the most current version of the information which was available  
at Stage Two of public consultation, the information available as described  
in the 2020 Forest Management Planning Manual (FMPM) (Part A, Section  
2.3.3.3) https://files.ontario.ca/mnrf-forest-management-planning-manual-
en-2021-04-09.pdf will be available at the information forum and on the Natural 
Resources Information Portal at https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online. 

The information at the information forum can be made available for review  
and comment by contacting the Miisun office and/or MNRF Kenora Office 
contact listed below, during normal office hours for a period of 30 days  
July 25, 2023 to August 24, 2023. Comments on the proposed operations  
for the Whiskey Jack Forest must be received by Mitchell Legros of the 
planning team at the MNRF, Thunder Bay Office, by August 24, 2023.

Virtual or in-person meetings with representatives of the planning team and 
the LCC can be also requested at any time during the planning process. 
Reasonable opportunities to meet planning team members during non-
business hours will be provided upon request. If you require more information 
or wish to discuss your interests with a planning team member, please contact 
one of the individuals listed below:

Mitchell Legros, R.P.F.
Planning Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
435 James Street South
Thunder Bay, ON  P7E 6S7
tel: 807-620-0478
e-mail: mitchell.legros@ontario.ca

Dave Canfield
c/o MNRF, Kenora District Office
808 Robertson Street, P.O. Box 5080
Kenora, ON  P9N 3X9

During the planning process there is an opportunity to make a written 
request to seek resolution of issues with the MNRF District Manager or  
the Regional Director using a process described in the 2020 FMPM  
(Part A, Section 2.4.1). '

Stay Involved

Further information on how to get involved in forest 
management planning and to better understand the 
stages of public consultation please visit: 

https://ontario.ca/forestmanagement

The tentative scheduled date for submission of the draft 
FMP is November 2023. There will be two more formal 
opportunities for you to be involved. These stages are 
listed and tentatively scheduled as follows:

Stage Four - Review of Draft FMP  
November 30, 2023 to January 29, 2024

Stage Five - Inspection of the MNRF-Approved FMP  
April 18, 2024

If you would like to be added to a mailing list to  
be notified of public involvement opportunities,  
please contact Mitchell Legros at 807-620-0478 or 
mitchell.legros@ontario.ca. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF)  
is collecting your personal information and comments 
under the authority provided by the Forest Management 
Planning Manual, 2020 approved by regulation under 
Section 68 of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act, 1994. 
Any personal information you provide (home and/or 
email address, name, telephone number, etc.) may be 
used and shared between MNRF and Miisun Integrated 
Resource Management Company to contact you 
regarding comments submitted. Your comments will 
become part of the public consultation process and 
may be shared with the general public. Your personal 
information may also be used by the MNRF to send you 
further information related to this forest management 
planning exercise. If you have questions about the use 
of your personal information, please contact Michelle 
Romeo, Regional Outreach Specialist, MNRF, at  
807-707-1976 or michelle.romeo@ontario.ca.

Renseignements en français : Mitchell Legros au  
courriel : mitchell.legros@ontario.ca.

Kurt Pochailo, R.P.F.
Miisun Integrated Resource
Management Company
510 Ninth Street
Kenora, ON  P9N 2S8
tel: 807-467-3351
e-mail: kurt.pochailo@miisun.ca

ᐊᓫᑲᐧᐣᑭᐧᐣ ᐊᐯᐣᔪ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᑲᐧᓯᒋᒪᓂ
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 Culture

L E A R N  M O R E  A T
N A N . C A / R E S O U R C E S / F I R E - S A F E T Y

Think about fire before it starts!
Make sure the bonfire is always 
monitored and controlled. 
#AmbersFireSafety

Lyons Dance Troupe honoured at FWFN Powwow
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Lyons Dance Troupe 
was honoured with a special 
ceremony on July 1 at the Fort 
William First Nation Annual 
Summer Powwow 2023, held 
June 30-July 2 on Anemki 
Wajiw (Mt. McKay).

“The special was to honour 
all the people that participated 
in the Lyons Dance Troupe,” 
says Kathy Lyons, one of the 
dancers with the Lyons Dance 
Troupe and daughter of the late 
Elder Richard Lyons. “Many of 
them are here, many of them 
have passed on to the spirit 
world but they’ve influenced 
a lot of people who got into 
dancing and cultural ways.”

Lyons says the special cer-
emony, which was held on the 
evening of July 1, included the 
different categories of dancers.

“We wanted to include 
everybody, all categories, just 
to recognize all the different 
styles,” Lyons says.

Lyons says the Lyons Dance 
Troupe included her brother 
and nieces and nephews as well 
as people from the surrounding 
area.

“They would gather a group 
of dancers, take them to the 
schools and do demonstra-
tions and teachings and activi-
ties with the children,” Lyons 
says. “It was part of cross-cul-
tural education and promoting 
more understanding about First 
Nations and culture. It’s really 
gratifying to see so many danc-
ers and so many drums nowa-

days because when I was a kid 
when we started going around 
with the Dance Troupe there 
was really nothing happening 
in this area. Now there’s that 
resurgence that’s going on and 
that resurgence just keeps get-
ting stronger and stronger as 
the years go along.”

Dave Simard, one of the 
dancers with the Lyons Dance 
Troupe, says he was fortunate 
that culture was part of his edu-
cation when he was growing up.

“It was really easy for me to 
put that together with my edu-
cation with dancing, singing,” 
Simard says. “That’s how I 

learned to become a singer and 
a dancer and a storyteller.”

Simard says many of the 
schools and organizations the 
Lyons Dance Troupe visited 
were not familiar with First 
Nations culture or stories.

“When we walked into a 
lot of these places they’d never 
heard of a drum group before, 
they’d never seen dancers 
before,” Simard says. “So for a 
lot of them this was a very first 
experience and it was a really 
great moment to be involved 
with a dance group like that. 
What we were doing was show-
casing the best of the dancers, 

demonstrating how to be a 
good role model, how to be a 
good person. I’m always grate-
ful for the opportunity to teach, 
I’m always grateful for the 
opportunity to learn and that’s 
exactly what the Lyons Dance 
Troupe did for many of the 
First Nations throughout the 
country.”

James Mishquart, emcee at 
the Fort William First Nation 
Annual Summer Pow Wow 
2023, says he is the last remain-
ing member of the original 
Thunder Bay Singers.

“I was just a young man at 
the time and I met so many 

wonderful people in my travels 
and expanded my knowledge 
in terms of powwow protocol 
and traditions,” Mishquart says, 
noting that he began emcee-
ing powwows after an emcee 
did not show up at a powwow. 
“Because I had some experi-
ence, I started announcing 
about 40 years ago. It’s been 
quite the journey.”

Mishquart says a lot of the 
singers he grew up with have 
passed on to the spirit world.

“It was a different crowd, 
things were a little bit differ-
ent, there weren’t too many 
bustle dancers up here at the 

time, there were a lot of floral 
and velvet beadwork outfits, 
jingle dresses, a lot of tradi-
tional drums,” Mishquart says. 
“At the time there was only the 
one eagle staff, there weren’t 
many people blowing whistles 
at the time, if anybody was it 
was usually older men and they 
were veterans. It’s been quite 
the journey but a good one — 
it’s nice to see it alive and that 
was the vision Richard Lyons 
had. It has flourished along the 
North Shore (of Lake Superior) 
and it’s even gone inland to the 
northern remote communities.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Emcee James Mishquart speaks during the special ceremony to 
honour the Lyons Dance Troupe.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
The Lyons Dance Troupe was honoured with a special ceremony on July 1 at the Fort William First Nation 
Annual Summer Pow Wow 2023 on Anemki Wajiw (Mt. McKay).
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

First Nation artists Peter 
Wesley and Joseph Lane 
recently spoke about their art-
work at their artist tables during 
a Nishnawbe Aski Nation con-
ference in Thunder Bay.

Wesley, a Ginoogaming citi-
zen who creates artwork for his 
parents’ business, Wolf Tracks, 
says he started doing his own 
artwork on sweaters and t-shirts 
in late 2022.

“It’s just basically animals 
and powwow dancers and flow-
ers,” Wesley says, noting that he 
usually sketches his designs for 
the sweaters and t-shirts. “I’ve 
been doing art all my life but 

basically just started putting 
them on sweaters late last year. 
I was doing what (my parents) 
wanted me to do and I just 
decided to do the stuff I wanted 
to do.”

Wesley says his parents, who 
are artists as well, were role 
models for him.

“I just started doing art when 
I saw them doing it,” Wesley 
says. “I started as a little kid and 
just did it basically all my life.”

Wesley says his own line of 
artwork is “picking up pretty 
fast.”

“I’m always coming up with 
new designs, trying out new 
different things,” Wesley says. 
“We’re going to have maybe 40 
or 50 different designs. We do 

a design that will fit the sweater 
first and just go from there, 
figure out the colours and all 
that.”

Wesley says he sells his art-
work from his parents business 
as well as at conferences and 
powwows.

“It’s going pretty good,” 
Wesley says. “They’re pretty 
encouraging so that’s also a 
plus.”

Lane, a Couchiching citizen, 
says he does prints of his art-
work as well as t-shirts.

“My art is inspired by Wood-
land but has a more mod-
ern twist on it,” Lane says. “I 
was never traditionally taught 
because I was an urban youth, 
so as I went on my art journey I 
started looking at other peoples 
work, like Darryl Big George, 
Norval Morrisseau — I just 
took a lot of inspiration from 
their work.”

Lane says he started doing his 
artwork about a year ago.

“It was really through 
COVID-19, and it was a way 

for me to bring out a lot of 
both the positive and nega-
tive emotions that I was having 
and put it into my artwork and 
make something beautiful out 
of it instead of holding it in,” 
Lane says.

Lane says he uses a com-
puter program to create his art-
work and then he uses a Cricut 
machine to print his artwork on 
the t-shirts.

“I love it, it’s very user 
friendly,” Lane says. “I can use it 
from my iPad so I don’t have to 
get another computer. It’s kind 
of difficult to get used to using 
it but once you do a couple of 
them they’re pretty fast.”

Lane says his current goal is 
to pursue postsecondary studies 
to be a teacher, noting that he 
would love to be an art teacher 
in the future.

“I’ve always doodled 
throughout childhood,” Lane 
says. “I went to school for art as 

well (at) the Visual College of 
Art (and Design) in Vancouver. 
I majored in Rigging for 3D 
(Modelling) Animation — it is 
very different than the art style 
I do now but it gave me a lot of 
the knowledge to jump straight 
into digital work.”

Lane says his equipment allows 
him to change his artwork.

“So if somebody likes one 
of my pieces like the moose 
there and I need to change the 
colour, I can go back in and eas-
ily change the colour without 
changing the image,” Lane says.

Lane says he currently sells 
his artwork on his Sabe Studios 
Facebook page, but he is doing 
an art program where he’s 
learning how to make his own 
website.

“So hopefully by the end of 
the month I’ll have my own 
website up,” Lane says. “And I 
try to get out as much as I can 
to the local markets.”

 Arts & Entertainment

We are the first choice for Aboriginal 
business in Northern Ontario.

Artists discuss their inspirations at NAN conference

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Ginoogaming’s Peter Wesley displays one of his artworks at a 
recent Nishnawbe Aski Nation conference in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Couchiching’s Joseph Lane displays one of his artworks.
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 �Business Directory

Licensed Service & Repair Facility
Automotive, Truck & Coach

Heavy Equipment

MTO Safety Inspection Station ° Napa Autocare Centre 
Tires ° Manuli Hydraulics Authorized Dealer  

Flatbed Towing ° Welding ° Linde/Praxair Depot  
1-877-337-4643

807-737-4643

Phone: 807-738-8888
e-mail: info@alconastorage.ca

Web site: www.alconastorage.ca
140 Alcona Drive, Sioux Lookout, ON

Contact our Sales Representative:

Tom Scura,  Phone: 807 622-6000   

Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

Book your Wawatay News ad today!

977 Alloy Drive, Unit #18
Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7B 5Z8

105-229 Pearl St.
P.O. Box 10175

Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

HERMAN HANSCHKE
herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Business Printing
Computer Services
Filing Systems
Promotional Materials
Personal Protective Equipment

Tel:  (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983

Cell:  (807) 627-6414
Fax:  (807) 344-1581

Business Systems by Herman Hanschke  

Ask us about our new and improved apparel decoration services!

SEA CAN
RENTALS & SALES

ON SITE 
SELF STORAGE
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL ALEX
807-627-4533(8’ x 20’)

It is always difficult to figure 
out what is happening with 
major issues in government, 

politics and how people are 
affected. A recent issue I have 
been watching develop really 
makes me wonder how bright 
our leaders in government are. 
The federal government, which 
has actually been doing a fairly 
good job in dealing with Indig-
enous people in this country, 
really went off the rails when 
they decided it was a good idea 
to push through legislation 

regarding the Metis Govern-
ment Recognition and Self Gov-
ernment Agreement.

The only thing the govern-
ment did with this move was 
to create division and conflict 
between people. More impor-
tantly the government also 
made this move without any 
consultation or participation of 
Indigenous leaders, organiza-
tions and peoples. The Chiefs 
of Wabun Tribal Council dealt 
with this negative effort by the 
government by taking them 
to court as their only means to 
stop this questionable and non 
inclusive legislation. 

The tribal council is sup-
ported in their arguments with 
other First Nations and Tribal 
Councils including Robinson-
Huron Waawiindamaagewin, 
Grand Council Treaty #3, 
Temagami First Nation, Nish-

nawbe Aski Nation and the 
Association of Manitoba Chiefs. 
During their recent ChiefsinAs-
sembly session, the Anishinabek 
Nation Grand Council Assem-
bly which represents 39 First 
Nations in the Ontario Great 
Lakes region passed a resolution 
that also rejected the Metis Self 
Government Recognition and 
Implementation Agreement 
between the Metis Nation of 
Ontario and Canada in its cur-
rent form. 

What on earth is the federal 
government thinking? After all 
the terror of colonization, resi-
dential schools, the Sixties scoop 
and keeping my people margin-
alized and poverty stricken for 
hundreds of years, the govern-
ment decides to pass legislation 
that affects Indigenous treaties 
without any consultation with 
us and without our participa-

tion. 
It seems that perhaps saner 

heads might be prevailing as 
this issue of this draconian 
legislation is brewing but as far 
as I know there has not been 
a meeting of minds in terms 
yet of pausing legislation and 
satisfying First Nation leaders, 
Chiefs, Councils and peoples 
so that their voice is heard and 
concerns met.

As I have pointed out, this 
government has in my experi-
ence done well on many levels 
in dealing with Indigenous 
peoples, treaties and our rights 
although there are sill many 
issues that must be dealt with 
in terms of treaty negotiations 
and righting the wrongs of a 
few hundred years of coloniza-
tion. This is not a conservative 
government that has stomped 
on our rights and created con-

flict. We also have the benefit of 
a minority government on the 
federal level which helps in mak-
ing sure that the Indigenous 
friendly New Democratic Party 
can hold the federal govern-
ment to task.

On a more positive view 
point it has been announced 
that a ten billion dollar settle-
ment  agreed to by the federal 
and Ontario provincial gov-
ernment is planned to meet 
the claim by the Chiefs of the 
Robinson Huron Treaty Litiga-
tion Fund. This is to meet the 
claims of 21 Robinson Huron 
First Nations concerning unpaid 
annuities for using Indigenous 
lands historically. 

For more than a hundred 
years as set out in an historical 
treaty with Robinson Huron 
First Nations, their members 
were paid annual amounts per 

person of only four dollars. 
Incredibly that amount has 
not increased in so many years 
although governments, resource 
extraction corporations and 
other business have seen billions 
in wealth attained though initia-
tives on Indigenous lands. Here 
is an example of a fair meeting 
of minds and meaningful com-
pensation to right past wrongs. 
I and many more Indigenous 
people across the country salute 
the federal and provincial gov-
ernment for settling this injus-
tice in a good way. 

The last thing we need in 
this country is more division 
and more conflict. On the other 
hand consulting with Indige-
nous leadership and peoples will 
create an environment of trust 
and lead to financial growth. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY



	 Wawatay News    JULY 21, 2023     ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ	 19

HOW CAN AN ASSESSMENT BE HELPFUL?

Assessments can be helpful when there is an answer
needed for an important question, such as:

What mental health issue am I dealing with?
Why is it hard to learn in school?
Why is it hard to remember things?
Is that fall making it harder for me to think properly?
Is there a problem with my attention?

Assessments can help you figure out what the issue is and
make recommendations to improve issues such as
challenges with mental health, improve learning issues, or
help with attention and memory issues.

At Sullivan + Associates Clinical Psychology, we offer
assessments for:

Mental health
Learning
Attention
Behaviour
Autism
Neuropsychological issues
FASD

For assessment services for children and adolescents, we
are happy to help families access funding through Jordan’s
Principle.

www.drsullivan.ca

Email: admin@drsullivan.ca
Toll-Free: (888) 269-0237
Fax:  (807)  683-7167
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DEEPLY VALUED
RELATIONSHIPS
Fifteen years ago this month, on July 26, 2008, we officially 
opened Victor mine. As we now work to close the mine, it 
is important to reflect upon our valued relationships with 
communities close by.

We want every resident of Attawapiskat, Fort Albany, 
Kashechewan and Moosonee/Moose Factory to know:

• we understand our duties as visitors where we work;
• we remain committed to being responsible and respectful,  

honouring our hosts; and,
• we will always work to ensure no harm comes to your lands 

and waters.

As we look ahead to two decades of post-closure monitoring, 
rest assured that our top priorities will continue to be the 
health and safety of the community, our personnel, and the 
environment.


