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Blending Tradition with Technology

NAN summer 
sports festival 
pushes youth 
to excel
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Sachigo Lake’s Darr McKay, Eabam-
etoong’s Alyssa Lentz and Fort Albany’s 
Keifer Scott were among the top medal 
winners at the 2016 Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation Summer Sports Festival.

McKay, a Superior Collegiate and 
Vocational Institute student in Thun-
der Bay, won five medals in two races, 
the long jump, discus and shot put.

“It’s a long run; it’s tiring,” McKay 
says about the 1,500 metre race. “I 
pushed through it to get the win. Just 
push yourself, just keep pushing until 
you get to the finish line.”

Lentz, a Pope John Paul II School 
student in Thunder Bay, won five med-
als in three races and the canoe and 
kayak races.

“It felt pretty good; I also won the 
400 and I came second in the 200,” 
Lentz says. “When I run, I keep a slow 
pace at first, like just a medium pace, 
and then right at the end when every-
one is done sprinting and they are get-
ting tired, I sprint as hard as I possibly 
can. And that usually gives me a little 
bit of an advantage.”

Scott, a Peetabeck Academy stu-
dent in Fort Albany, won seven med-
als in four races, the high jump and the 
canoe and kayak races.

“It was a good experience meeting 
new people and friends,” Scott says. 
“I’m really active in sports and I’m 
really good at sports.”

Sandy Lake’s Kai Meekis won the 
3,000 metre race.

“It’s a really hot day; it’s tough run-
ning around this track seven-and-a-
half times,” says Meekis, a Hammarsk-
jold High School student in Thunder 
Bay. “But I like it and I enjoy it, so it 
was a good race.”

Meekis previously trained with the 
Lakehead Running program in Grades 
7 and 8. He is a cross-country skier 
now and does running for cross-train-
ing purposes.

“I’ve been running my whole life, 
but competitively I’ve been doing track 
since Grade 6,” Meekis says.

Ginoogaming’s Landyn Echum won 
the high jump with a jump of 127 cen-
timetres. She also won the 100 metre 
race.

“It was good,” says Echum, a Marjo-
rie Mills Public School student in Lon-
glac.

NAN held the Summer Sports Festi-
val, which was open to all NAN youth 
from Grades 6-12, from June 16-18 
at four locations around the city. The 
event opened with a Meet-and-Greet 
and Youth Showcase at Dennis Frank-
lin Cromarty First Nations High School 
on June 16. Canoe/Kayak basics and 
races at Boulevard Lake Park and 
3-on-3 Basketball at Lakehead Univer-
sity were held on June 17 and Track 
and Field was held at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Sports Complex on June 
18.

“We recognize that sports and rec-
reation contribute to high self-esteem 
and that active living is a path to a 
healthy lifestyle, and events like the 
Summer Sports Festival will help give 
our youth the confidence they need 
to have success in life,” says Deputy 
Grand Chief Derek Fox. “Friendly com-
petition is an excellent way to bring 
our youth together not only to com-
pete in athletics but to learn about the 
importance of teamwork. I am proud 
to support them all.”

Five-time national champion kay-
aker Keir Johnston, from Chippewas of 
the Thames, spoke to the youth about 
participating in sports on June 17 at 
Boulevard Lake Park. He has competed 
in canoe and kayak events for 10 years 
and recently competed for Team Can-
ada at the Pan American Champion-
ships in Puerto Rico.

“I’ve competed for Canada about 
eight times all over Europe and South 
America,” Johnston says. “I have a 
couple of Pan Am Championship med-
als from down in Mexico and Puerto 
Rico.”

Johnston says kayak racing is all 
about technique.

“I race about 1,000 metres,” John-
ston says. “My fastest time is three min-
utes and 36 seconds. And I do about 
120 strokes per minute for those three 
minutes and 36 seconds. The world 
record is about 10 seconds faster than 
that, so I’ve got to hopefully get there 
one day.”

NAN previously held several sports 
events for youth to promote healthy 
lifestyles and raise self-esteem through 
recreation and physical activity, includ-
ing a Skills Development Track and 
Field Meet in Thunder Bay in April 
2014, the NAN Indoor Games in Thun-
der Bay in February 2015 and the NAN 
Summer Games in Timmins in 2015.
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A group of Nishnawbe Aski Nation youth practice their kayaking skills prior to the kayak races at Boulevard Lake during the 2016 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Summer Sports Festival.

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᓂᐱᓂ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑐᒋ ᒋᑫᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᓇᐦᐃᐊᐧᐨ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᓴᒋᑯᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᑕᕑ ᒪᑫ, 
ᐊᐸᒪᑐᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᐊᓫᐃᓴ ᓫᐁᐣᐢ ᒥᓇ 
ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᑭᐳᕑ ᐢᑲᐧᐟ ᒥᐅᑯ 
ᐊᑎᐟ ᑲᑭᐸᐸᑭᓇᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᓇᐣ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 2016 ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᓂᐱᓂ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒋᑫᐦᐃᑕᐧ. ᒪᑫ 
ᑕᔑᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧ ᓴᐱᕑᐃᔭᕑ ᑲᐧᓫᐃᒋᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐳᑫᔑᓄ ᐃᐣᐢᑎᑐᐟ ᐃᐡᑯᓄᑲᒥᑯᐠ 
ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᔭᓇᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᓇᐣ ᑭᐸᑭᓇᑫ ᐃᒪ ᓂᔑᐣ 
ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐃᐡᐱᑲᐧᐡᑯᓂᐃᐧᐣ, ᓇᐸᑲᐱᐠ 
ᑲᐃᔐᐧᐱᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑐᐦᐊᐣ ᐊᐧᓴ 
ᑲᑲᑫᐧᐃᔐᐧᐱᓂᐨ.
“ᐊᐧᓴᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᐸᑐᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐊᔭᑫᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᑫ ᑲᑭᑯᒋᐸᑐᐨ 
1,500 ᒥᑐᕑ ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ. “ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᓂᑐᒋᐳᓂᒋᑫᓯᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧᐸᑭᓇᑫᔭᐣ, ᒥᐱᑯ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒥᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐱᓂᐡ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᐅᑎᑕᒪᐣ 
ᑲᓂᔑᑭᔑᒋᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᓫᐁᐣᐢ ᐃᒪ ᑕᔑᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧ ᐳᑊ ᒐᐧᐣ ᐸᐧᓫ 
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ, ᓂᔭᓇᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᓇᐣ ᑭᑐᑭᓇᑫ ᐃᒪ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ 
ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᒪᓂᐠ ᑯᒋᑲᓂᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᒪ 400 
ᓂᑭᐃᔑᐸᑭᓇᑫ ᒥᓇ ᓂᔕᐧ ᓂᑭᐃᓯᓭ ᐃᒪ 
200,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᓫᐁᐣᐢ. “ᐊᐱ ᑲᐱᒥᐸᑐᔭᐣ, 
ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᔐᒪᐠ ᓂᑲᑫᐧᑭᔑᐸᑐᓯᐣ, ᐊᐱᑕ 
ᐱᑯ ᓂᑕᐱᑕᓀᐦᐁᓭ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᑫᑲᐟ ᑲᓂᑕᑯᐸᑐᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭ 
ᑭᒋᑭᔑᐸᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐊᔕ ᐁᓂᓄᑌᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᐊᒥ ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᐣ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᒋ ᑭᔑᐸᑐᔭᐣ. 
ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᐸᑭᓇᑫᔭᐣ.”
ᐢᑲᐧᐟ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐱᑕᐯ ᐃᐡᑯᓄᑲᒥᑯᐠ 
ᑕᔑᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ, ᓂᓴᐧᓱ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ ᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ, 
ᐃᐡᐱᑲᐧᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᒪᓂᐠ 
ᑯᒋᑲᓂᑎᐃᐧᐣ. 
“ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᓂᑭᐅᑎᓇᐠ ᑫᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᑐᑌᒪᑲᐧ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐢᑲᐧᐟ. “ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᓂᒣᑕᐁᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓂᓇᑲᒋᑐᓇᐣ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᑐᑕᒪᐣ.”
ᓀᑲᐃᐧᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᑲᔾ ᒥᑭᐢ 

ᑭᐸᑭᓇᑫ 3,000 ᒥᑐᕑ ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑭᔕᑌ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᐱ, 
ᒥᑐᓂ ᑲᔦ ᐊᓂᒪᐣ ᑲᑭᓂᑲᐧᓂᐸᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒥᐸᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᓴᐧᓴᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᐊᐱᑕ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑭᐢ, ᐦᐊᒧᕑᐢᑯᓫᐟ ᐦᐊᔾ 
ᐢᑯᓫ ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧ. “ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᓂᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᐸᑐᔭᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ 
ᑲᑭᑯᒋᐸᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”
ᒥᑭᐢ ᑭᐱ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐃᒪ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 
ᐱᒥᐸᑐᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 7 ᒥᓇ 
8 ᐊᑯᐡᑲᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᐱᒥᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᐸᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᑭᑕᑯᓇᐠ ᐱᒪᑫᐧᐸᐦᐅᑎᓱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔦ 
ᐅᓂᑕᑐᑕᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐱᒥᐸᑐ ᐁᐅᒋ ᑲᑫᐧᒋᐨ 
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᒣᑕᐁᐧᐨ.
“ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᐸᑐ, ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᓂᑭᐱᑯᒋᐸᑐ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 6 ᑲᐊᑯᐡᑲᔭᐸᐣ 
ᓂᑎᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑭᐢ.
ᑭᓄᑲᒥᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᓫᐊᐣᑎᐣ ᐃᒐᑦ ᑭᐸᑭᓇᑫ 
ᐃᐡᐱᑲᐧᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ 127 ᓭᐣᑎᒥᑐᕑᐢ 
ᑲᐊᐱᒋᑲᐧᐡᑯᓂ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐸᑭᓇᑫ 100 
ᒥᑐᕑ ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ. 
“ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᒐᑦ, ᒪᕑᒍᕑᐃ ᒥᓫᐢ 
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑭᓄᑲᒥᐠ ᑕᔑᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐧ.
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐅᑭᐱᒥᐃᐧᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᐱᓂ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᑭᓇᑐᒪᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒋᐱᒣᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ 
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ 6 ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 12 ᑲᐊᑯᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᒧᐣ 16 ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 
18 ᐁᐧᑎ ᓂᐊᐧᔦᐠ ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᒣᑫᐧ 
ᐅᑌᓇᐠ. ᑭᐸᑭᓂᑲᑌ ᒋᓇᑭᐡᑲᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑌᓇᐢ 
ᑊᕑᐊᐣᑭᓫᐃᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ ᐦᐊᔾ ᐢᑯᓫ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 16. ᒋᒪᐣ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑯᒋᑲᓂᑎᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᑕᔑᑐᒋᑲᑌ 
ᐳᓫᐃᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᐸᕑᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑐᐦᐁᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ ᔪᓂᐯᕑᓯᑎ ᑭᑐᒋᑲᑌ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 17 ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ 
ᑯᒋᐸᑐᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᕑᐊᔭᓫ ᑲᓀᑎᔭᐣ ᓫᐃᒋᐣ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 18.
“ᓂᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒥᐣ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑫᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐁᓄᒋ ᑌᐸᑫᓂᒥᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᑲᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᔑᒋᑫᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐠ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑐᑲᐣ ᓂᐱᓂ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ 

ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑫᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᑲᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᑫᓄᒋ ᑲᐡᑭᑕᒪᓱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᓀᑫ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᑌᕑᐃᐠ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ. “ᑲᐧᔭᐠ 
ᑲᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᑲᐃᔑ 
ᑲᑫᐧᐸᐸᑭᓇᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᐃᓂᐠ 
ᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᒋᒣᑕᐁᐧᒥᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ. 
ᓂᑭᒋᓀᓂᒪᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓴᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ.”
ᓂᔭᓇᐧ ᑭᐱᐸᑭᓇᑫ ᑯᑕᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔪᕑ 
ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ ᒋᐱᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ ᑌᒥᐢ ᑲᐅᒋᐨ, 
ᐅᑭᐱᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᒧᐣ 
17 ᐳᓫᐃᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᓫᐁᐠ ᐸᐧᕑᐠ. ᐊᔕ ᑕᐡ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᒥᑕᓱᔭᑭ ᐅᒋᐱᒥ ᑲᑫᐧᑕᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᑕᑭᐧ ᑯᑕᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑎᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕ ᐸᐣ ᐊᒣᕑᐃᑲᐣ ᑲᑲᑫᐧᐸᑭᓇᑎᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐸᐧᕑᑐ ᕑᐃᑯ. 
“ᓂᑭᐱᒣᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᑫ ᐅᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᐱᑯ ᐊᐃᐧᓀᐊᐧ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᓂᑭᐸᐸᒥᔭ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᐊᑲᒪᒥᐠ ᐃᕑᐅᑊ ᒥᓇ ᑭᒋᔕᐊᐧᓄᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ. “ᓂᑭᑌᐱᓇᓇᐣ ᐸᐣ ᐊᑦ ᐸᑭᓇᑫᐃᐧ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᑕᐃᐧ ᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐃᑫᔭᐣ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᒣᐠᓯᑯ ᒥᓇ ᐸᐧᕑᑐ ᕑᐃᑯ.”
ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᑫᐧᑕᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᓇᐦᐃᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐃᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌ.
“ᓂᑯᑕᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧ ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ 1,000 
ᑕᓱᒥᑐᕑᐢ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ. “ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭ ᑭᔑᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧᔭᐣ ᓂᐦᓱᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᓀᐢ 
ᒥᓇ 36 ᓭᑲᐣᐢ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ 120 
ᓂᑲᐡᑲᑲᒪᐦᐃᑫ ᐯᔑᑯᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᓀᐢ ᒥᓇ 
36 ᓭᑲᐣᐢ. ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᑭᔕᑕᐱᑲᐧᔑᐁᐧᐨ 
10 ᓭᑲᐣᐢ ᑭᐅᒋᑭᔕᑕᐱ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ 
ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧᒪᐃᐧᓀᐦᐊᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐸᑭᓇᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐯᔑᑲᐧ ᑭᔑᑲᐠ.”
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᐅᑭᐱᐅᓇᑐᓇᐸᐣ 
ᐊᑎᐟ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐃᐧ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐊᐧᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ ᑲᑭᒣᑕᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧᐸᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓂᑭᐱᓯᑦ 2014, 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐱᑎᑲᒥᑯ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑭᔐᐱᓯᑦ 2015 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇᐧᐊ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᓂᐱᓂ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑎᒥᐣᐢ 2015.
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 News
Student death inquest gives final recommendations
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is 
calling for the federal and pro-
vincial governments to begin 
a process for the immediate 
implementation of the 145 rec-
ommendations from the Seven 
Youth Inquest.

“The challenge we have now 
is to reach out to all the par-
ties that were involved in this 
inquest, including the govern-
ments of Ontario and Canada, 
to work with us, to work with 
the families on developing a 
course of action that will begin 
to fully implement all of these 
recommendations,” Fiddler 
says. “The leadership from 
across Ontario (at the 42nd 
Annual All-Ontario Chiefs Con-
ference in Thunder Bay) stood 
up to indicate their support for 
the motion calling for imple-
mentation of all the recommen-
dations. And they showed that 
support in front of the families 
that were here.”

The Seven Youth Inquest 
examined the deaths of Kasa-
bonika’s Jethro Anderson in 
2000, Pikangikum’s Curran 
Strang in 2005, Mishkeegoga-
mang’s Paul Panacheese in 
2006, Keewaywin’s Robyn 
Harper in 2007, Poplar Hill’s 
Reggie Bushie in 2007, Kee-
waywin’s Kyle Morrisseau in 
2009 and Webequie’s Jordan 
Wabasse in 2011. The seven stu-
dents died while attending high 
school in Thunder Bay, far away 
from their families and First 
Nation communities.

“Today is a momentous day, 
145 recommendations that 
would basically create a sea 
change in how we educate and 
care for our Aboriginal youth,” 
says Julian Falconer, NAN’s law-
yer. “I also think the verdicts 
are undetermined in respect of 
three of the deaths. Whether it’s 
Jethro Anderson, Kyle Morris-
seau or Jordan Wabasse, in all 
three cases we have to face the 
tragic reality that we can’t rule 
out that these kids were killed 
deliberately. That is a sad truth 

and I think that dialogue has to 
happen in this city.”

The Seven Youth Inquest jury 
delivered the 145 recommen-
dations, which are directed at 
improving accountability, safety 
and education outcomes for all 
NAN students, on June 28 at 
the Thunder Bay Courthouse.

“These recommendations 
will inform the relationship 
between First Nation fami-
lies and municipalities in not 
only Thunder Bay but across 
the province,” says Regional 
Chief Isadore Day. “The find-
ings are crucial to understand-
ing the underlying issues that 
our youth are faced with when 
attending school in urban cen-
tres. One of the key recom-
mendations is the importance 
of maintaining culture and 
familial ties which is the same 
recommendation that we heard 
in the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s Calls To Action.”

The recommendations 
include funding by the federal 
government for preschool, 
elementary and secondary 
schools in all NAN First Nation 
communities; an assessment 
to identify education gaps and 
the creation of a First Nations 
working group in Thunder Bay 
to assess the current status of 
NAN students; a federal advo-
cate to monitor government 
progress towards equity in edu-
cation outcomes for First Nation 
youth; construction of a student 
residence at Dennis Franklin 
Cromarty High School begin-

ning April 1, 2017; and infra-
structure funding by Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs Canada to 
provide clean drinkable water, 
adequate and sustainable hous-
ing in NAN First Nations.

“The families believe that the 
recommendations that the jury 
has made must be implemented 
to prevent future similar deaths 
and so that other families do 
not have to endure the loss 
of children like Jethro, Paul, 
Curran, Robyn, Reggie, Kyle 
and Jordan,” says Christa Big 
Canoe, legal advocacy director 
at Aboriginal Legal Services and 
one of the lawyers for six of the 
families. “The memory of these 
youth will live on in the hearts 
of each of their families but it is 
hoped that their legacy, follow-
ing this inquest, will be lasting 
change that makes Thunder 
Bay safer for First Nation stu-
dents and improves access to 
better education for First Nation 

youth.” 
Rebecca Mandamin, a 

member of the Ontario First 
Nations Young Peoples Coun-
cil and Shoal Lake #39 citizen, 
acknowledged the chiefs for 
discussing the Seven Youth 
Inquest during the All-Ontario 
Chiefs Conference.

“I have to leave home to go 
to high school because we don’t 
have the resources or the facili-
ties to go to high school on our 
reserve so I know what it is 
like going into an urban centre 
and feeling out of place and 
not having any cultural sup-
ports,” Mandamin says. “That 
can result is some really ter-
rible things, and in this case it 
resulted in the deaths of our 
beautiful young people. It’s 
extremely important that our 
young people are safe and they 
feel safe when they go to these 
urban centres to go to school 
because we need more young 

people educated.”
The Ontario First Nations 

Young Peoples Council 
(OFNYPC) participated in 
the Seven Youth Inquest and 
worked closely with Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation, representatives for 
the families of the seven youth 
and other parties.

“The government has 
neglected on-reserve educa-
tion for decades and so students 
leave the reserve unprepared 
and vulnerable – it is so unfair,” 
says Quinn Meawasige, another 
member of the OFNYPC. “As 
outlined in article 14 of the 
UNDRIP (United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples), First Nations 
youth deserve opportunities 
to all levels of education with-
out any discrimination from 
the state. First Nations youth 
deserve the same opportunities 
as other Canadian children.”

Ontario New Democratic 

Party Indigenous Affairs Critic 
France Gélinas says no family 
should ever have to experience 
the trauma of losing a loved one 
in such tragic circumstances.

“Each and every Indigenous 
youth on all traditional territo-
ries, and in every corner of the 
province, has an equal right to 
access quality education and 
a safe learning environment,” 
Gélinas says. “After years of 
waiting for a public inquest, 
families finally have some 
answers, but not all. Today’s 
findings shows us that families 
were right in pressing this gov-
ernment for an inquest to find 
out what happened to their 
children. There are still many 
questions that have been left 
unanswered, and we will con-
tinue to support families who 
are looking for answers. It is 
the least that any parent, any 
family, that has been through a 
tragedy like this deserves.”

Photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler (right) and NAN lawyer Julian Falconer are calling for action from the federal and provincial governments on the Seven 
Youth Inquest jury’s 145 recommendations.

These  
recommendations will 
inform the relationship 
between First Nation 
families and  
municipalities in not 
only Thunder Bay but 
across the province...

– Regional Chief Isadore Day



Wawatay News   JULY 15, 2016      ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ 3

What we do:
Asset Inventories

Land Use Planning 
Strategic Planning 

Project Development 
Economic Development 

GIS & GPS Services
MapAki - Custom Mapping App 

Community Enhancement Planning
 

CE Strategies is a professional community 
enhancement consultancy located in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Our multi-disciplinary 
team works primarily with First Nation 
communities to provide cutting-edge 
technology based solutions to community 
development obstacles.

 jordan@cestrategies.ca
www.cestrategies.ca

Inquire today and enhance your 
future    807-285-0530

BUILDING YOUR COMMUNITY 
FOR A BETTER FUTURE

Wawatay and 
North Star Air 
launch new in-
flight magazine

AFN Youth Summit focuses 
on wellness, mental heath
Wawatay News

The Assembly of First Nations 
(AFN) and the AFN National 
Youth Council (NYC) hosted 
the 2016 National Youth Sum-
mit on July 10 in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario. The Summit brought 
together over 150 First Nations 
youth from across Canada for 
dialogue focused on key pri-
orities and issues around men-
tal wellness, suicide preven-
tion, substance abuse, and the 
broader social determinants of 
health. The young leaders in 
attendance learned to shape 
solutions at the challenges 
faced by First Nation communi-
ties and the broader Canadian 
community.

The main focus of the all-
day event was on mental 
health and wellness facing First 
Nations youth across Canada. 
The day began with an open-
ing ceremony and remarks AFN 
Regional Chief Morley Googoo 
followed by a speech by keynote 
speaker Chief Cadmus Delorme. 

There were break out work-
shops held all day covering a 
variety of topics from youth 

leadership and empowerment; 
affirming First Nations identity; 
outdoor leadership skills build-
ing; reducing substance and 
alcohol abuse; building posi-
tive coping skills; knowledge of 
human rights; how to become 
suicide alert helpers; cultural 
skills building; using art to 
increase awareness; among oth-
ers. 

The Mushkegowuk Council’s 
Youth Walk of Hope walkers, 
many of whom are Attawapis-

kat First Nation citizens also 
arrived in time for the Youth 
Summit. The Youth Walk of 
Hope was held to highlight the 
Mushkegowuk Council’s Peo-
ples’ Inquiry into suicide and to 
support the upcoming national 
inquiry into Missing and Mur-
dered Aboriginal Women and 
Girls. 

The Walkers travelled 
approximately 950 kilometres 
to raise awareness of the need 
for healing and reconciliation as 

outlined in the Calls to Action 
in the final report of the Truth 
and Reconciliation and the rec-
ommendations from the inquest 
into the death of seven NAN 
youth in Thunder Bay. 

The walk began on June 7 
in Cochrane, Ontario as youth 
from several NAN First Nations 
united for a 35-day trek to 
Niagara Falls. They joined 
Chiefs from across Canada and 

delivered messages of hope 
for healthy communities and 
healthier lives.

The day closed with remarks 
from both Minister of Indige-
nous and Northern Affairs Car-
olyn Bennett and AFN National 
Chief Perry Bellegarde. The 
Youth Summit was part of 
the 37th annual AFN General 
Assembly, which ran from July 
12-14.  
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Wawatay Native Communi-
cations Society and North Star 
Air have recently partnered 
to launch Wanakoosh, a new 
quarterly in-flight magazine 
featuring stories from First 
Nation communities across 
Northwestern Ontario. North 
Star Air reached out to their 
Facebook & Twitter fans and 
ran a naming contest to help 
them with some name ideas 
for their new magazine. The 
winning name idea was Wana-
koosh, which means “Star” in 
Oji-Cree.

The seasonal magazine will 
be distributed on all North Star 
Air flights, 

online and in all of Wawatay 
newspaper distribution areas. 
In addition to learning more 
about their airline service, 
all passengers on North Star 
Air flights, and all readers of 
Wawatay News will enjoy read-
ing unique and exclusive stories 
about the places they can travel 
with North Star Air. Also, read-
ers will be entertained about 
special events they can enjoy, 
the services available to them, 
and the people they can meet 
when they get to their destina-
tion. 

The Wanakoosh in-flight 
magazine will be found on all 
North Star Air aircraft serv-
ing their Flex Flight network 
which includes these follow-
ing communities; Thunder 
Bay, Sioux Lookout, Red Lake, 
Pickle Lake, Bearskin Lake, Cat 
Lake, Kitchenuhmaykoosib 
Inninuwug (Big Trout Lake), 
Wapekeka, Muskrat Dam, 
North Caribou Lake (Round 
Lake/Weagamow), Sachigo 
Lake, North Spirit Lake, Deer 
Lake, Pikangikum, Poplar Hill, 
Webequie, Neskantaga and 
Eabametoong (Fort Hope). 

Readers can also experience 
Wanakoosh through all Wawa-
tay News outlets across Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation, Treaty #3, 
and towns of Sioux Lookout, 
Timmins and Thunder Bay. 

Commencing the summer of 
2016, North Star Air is proud to 
announce the monthly delivery 
of Wawatay News to their Flex 
Flight network.

This exciting new publica-
tion will provide an economical 
means of advertising your com-
pany’s products and service to 
these travellers and readers. 

The first issue of Wanakoosh 
is out now. 
For more information, please 
contact: 
Chris Kornacki, Editor
Wawatay News
chrisk@wawatay.on.ca
or 
John Beardy, Sales
North Star Air
jdbeardy@northstarair.ca

Chris Kornacki/Wawatay News
Artwork from young First Nations artists was on display at the 2016 
AFN Youth Summit. Art and visual story-telling were one of the many 
workshops available for the youth to participate in during the event.  
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Friendship Centre rallies to aid Sacred Walkers

Geoff Shields/Special to Wawatay News

Participants in the Ten Day Sacred Walk received a warm welcome when they stopped over in Dryden. Members of the Sioux Look-
out Nishnawabe Gamik Friendship Centre along with two members of the Apatisiwin-Dryden Native Friendship Centre and commu-
nity members were on hand to welcome the marchers when they arrived in Johnston Park where a ceremony followed
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Hate is a 
four letter 
word

I am amazed at how differ-
ent things are these days in 
terms of the federal govern-

ment relating to First Nations. 
Recently, I got some exciting 
news from Jennifer Constant 
of Mattagami First Nation con-
cerning one of their members, 
Christopher Lefebvre who was 
part of a youth group that met 
with Prime Minister Trudeau 
in early June.  In fact, he was 
one of a group of 20 that was 
invited to meet with the Prime 
Minister, as well as Carolynn 
Bennett, Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs Canada 
and Jane Philpott, Minister of 
Health.

This is a big deal as the 
government is opening up 
and providing access to First 
Nation leaders, groups and 
organizations in an attempt 
to learn more about the needs 
and issues affecting Aboriginals 
right across Canada. In the past 
there was a feeling of hopeless-
ness and desperation among my 

people as we were experiencing 
a lot of negative pressure from 
the federal government. 

During the meeting between 
the Prime Minister and his min-
isters the group had an hour 
and a half to discuss issues such 
as suicide prevention, proper 
housing, the right to be pro-
tected from all kinds of abuse 
(physical, mental), recreational 
programs and facilities, funding 
for facilities to participate in 
sport and proper training and 
secondary education, having 
equal funding to public schools 
and consistency of teachers. 
After presenting their issues 
and views on a wide range of 
topics the Prime Minister asked 
how the government could 
help. Wow, what a difference 
a half a year can make with a 

change of government. 
During the same series of 

meetings the Prime Minister 
also met with Attawapiskat 
Chief Bruce Shisheesh, some of 
his band councilors, National 
Chief Perry Belgarde and MP 
Charlie Angus to discuss the 
concerns of Attawapiskat First 
Nation and First Nations at 
large in terms of the recent 
suicide crisis in my home First 
Nation. 

The best thing about these 
meetings with First Nation 
people was that Prime Minister 
Trudeau and his government 
actually really made an effort to 
listen to the needs of my people 
and then made huge commit-
ments to dealing with them. In 
other words he really put his 
money where his mouth was. 
In my time as a media person 
over the past 20 years this was 
the most impressive thing I 
have seen happen in regards to 
positive developments and the 
relationship between the gov-
ernment of Canada and First 
Nations. 

Close to 70 million dol-
lars over three years has been 
committed by Prime Minister 
Trudeau to provide services 
and assistance including: two 
permanent mental health care 

workers for Attawapiskat, a 
24-hour culturally sensitive 
crisis response line, four crisis 
response teams in Ontario, 
Manitoba and Nunavut, an 
increase in the number of men-
tal wellness teams from 11 to 43 
for communities at risk, train-
ing for existing community-
based workers to ensure that 
care services are provided in a 
traditional way and funds for 
new housing for Attawapiskat. 

 I cannot believe I am writing 
such positive words about the 
relationship between the gov-
ernment and my people these 
days. It is almost unbelievable 
how things have changed so 
much for the better and I am 
grateful to all those who have 
put up such a good effort over 
the years including past Chief 
of Attawapiskat, Theresa 
Spence, to bring us to this point 
of respect, understanding and 
positive development. I say 
many thanks to our leaders, 
youth and elders for making 
the future of young First Nation 
people more hopeful. Lives will 
be saved with these decisions 
and commitments and I will be 
eternally thankful for that. Like 
I said this is a big deal.

www.underthenorthernsky.com 

A few days ago we were all 
reminded just how crazy, 
bigoted and homophobic 

our world is. At least 49 people 
have been massacred at a gay 
club in Orlando Florida by one 
gunman with a high perfor-
mance assault rifle. 

This type of tragedy is cer-
tainly terrorism but it does not 
really have much to do with 
only the Muslim religion or 
Islam. In fact the Christian reli-
gion is equally full of hate when 
it comes to gay or even bisexual 
people.

How can we be so backward 
and narrow in this day and age 
when it comes to sexuality? 
Myself and many of my friends 
grew up in small northern First 
Nations and towns where it was 
not easy to survive being differ-
ent in any way. 

For gay or bisexual people, 
life in these communities is 
not easy. There is all kinds of 
discrimination, intolerance and 
downright hate when it comes 
to dealing with being gay or 
bisexual outside of city centers.

For some strange reason this 
type of hatred is alive and well 
in many of our communities. A 
huge percentage of our popula-
tion is either gay or bisexual but 
for many people it is impossible 
to live their lives as they were 
meant to be. They have to hide 
their feelings and that only 
causes problems. 

Long ago in First Nations 
culture two spirited people 
(gays) were respected for who 
they were and held important 
roles in society. With the com-
ing of the Europeans and their 
religions a new way of thinking 
was forced on my people. 

Even though this new way 
of thinking was promoted by 
missionaries who were bound 
by rules of celibacy it has long 
been known that very few did 
without sex. 

This idea that religious lead-
ers must be celibate has always 
puzzled me. It is a fallacy to pre-
tend that people can live with-
out having to engage in natural 
necessities like sex. 

Rather than celebrate our 
differences in so many ways we 
have chosen to discriminate and 
promote hatred to certain seg-
ments of society and that has 

only caused all of us pain in one 
way or another.

I am happy to know that 
there are more and more gay 
and bisexual people find-
ing strength in numbers and 
organizing in small northern 
communities so that there is 
support and safety for all. 

Timmins, Ontario recently 
celebrated a pride parade and 
there was a First Nation two-
spirit speaker at the event. 
However, things are still 
not easy for gay or bisexual 
people in smaller northern First 
Nations, towns and cities. 

Too many people do not feel 
free to be themselves. They live 
in fear of being compromised 
or accused of being sinners and 
worse. For those who work in 
education, politics, administra-
tion and business they must 
always be cautious in voicing 
their opinions and taking stands 
on any matter that goes against 
the grain. That should not be 
the case.

The Orlando massacre was 
very upsetting and unsettling. 
The event placed two very 
controversial and vulnerable 
minorities into the spotlight ñ 
the LGBT, gay community and 
Muslims. If the death of 49 
people were not enough, this 
tragic event also brought out 
the hatred that the religious 
right has for homosexuals and 
even more hatred for Muslims. 
For the past few days after the 
Orlando shooting, I wondered 
about the state of the world and 
how we will ever evolve beyond 
the narrow-minded views of 
our past. 

History is a favourite topic 
of mine. Over the years I have 
learned one thing in all of the 
reading and the travelling I 
have done and that is that sadly 
we remain more like cave men 
who have developed technology 
and organizations that we are 
not intelligent or sophisticated 
enough to responsibly handle. 

Hopefully, future generations 
will look back on this time and 
wonder how human beings ever 
made it past this time period. 
Then again if we continue as we 
are there may not be any future 
generations. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com 

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY

Huge and positive changes 
happening for First Nations

Too many people do 
not feel free to be 
themselves...

Prime Minister 
Trudeau and his gov-
ernment actually really 
made an effort to lis-
ten to the needs of my 
people...
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INSPECTION
Inspection of Approved Aerial Herbicide Spraying
English River, Wabigoon and Dryden Forests

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) invites you to inspect the MNRF-approved aerial 
herbicide spray projects. As part of our ongoing efforts to regenerate and protect Ontario’s forests, selected stands on the 
English River, Wabigoon and Dryden Forests (see map) will be sprayed with herbicide to control competing vegetation, 
starting on or about August 6, 2016. The herbicide VisionMAX, PCP registration # 27736 will be used.

The approved project description 
and project plan for the aerial 
herbicide project is available for 
public inspection at the Resolute 
FP Canada Inc., Dryden Forest 
Management Co. and Domtar Inc.
and on the MNRF public website at 
ontario.ca/forestplans beginning 
July 1, 2016 until March 31, 2017 
when the annual work schedule 
expires. Ontario Government 
Information Centres at Toronto and 
the appropriate communities of the 
MNRF Region, and/or area Offices 
provide access to the Internet.

Interested and affected persons 
and organizations can arrange an 
appointment with MNRF staff at 
the MNRF District or Area Office to 
discuss the aerial herbicide project. 

For more information, please contact:

DRYDEN FOREST

Don Armit, R.P.F.
Management Forester 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Dryden District Offi ce
479 Government Street, P.O. Box 730, Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z4
tel: 807-223-7526 
e-mail: dj.armit@ontario.ca 

Karen Carpenter
Operations Forester
Dryden Forest Management Co. 
28A Earl Avenue Dryden, ON  P8N 1X5
tel: 807-223-7216
e-mail: gis.dfmc@shaw.ca

WABIGOON FOREST

Derek Johnson, R.P.F. 
Management Forester 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Dryden District Offi ce
479 Government Street, P.O. Box 730, Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z4
tel: 807-223-7556 
e-mail: derek.johnson@ontario.ca

Holly Aggas
Silvicultural Forester
Domtar Inc.
1 Duke Street, Dryden, ON  P8N 3J7
tel: 807-223-9109
fax: 807-223-9401
e-mail: holly.aggas@domtar.com

ENGLISH RIVER FOREST

John Coady, R.P.F. 
Management Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Ignace Field Offi ce 
Corner of Hwy. 17 & 599, P.O. Box 448, Ignace, ON  P0T 1T0 
tel: 807-934-2255
e-mail: john.coady@ontario.ca

Phil Brown, R.P.F.
Forester 
RW Forestry Inc. 
61 Mona Street, Thunder Bay, ON  P7A 6Y2 
tel: 807-475-2242 
cell: 807-629-3585 
e-mail: phil.brown@resolutefp.com

or call toll free: 1-800-667-1940 and ask to be forwarded to one of the contacts above.

Renseignements en français : Derek Johnson au 807 223-7556.

 

September 2016 ProgramsFALL 2014 PROGRAMS 

 Dryden Campus 
 100 Casimir Avenue 
 Phone: 223-3035 Ext. 1 
 

Email: drydencampus@confederationc.on.ca 
www.confederationc.on.ca/dryden 

2-Year Ontario College Diploma Programs: 
 Educational Support 
 Paramedic (Dryden Campus) 
 Social Service Worker 
 Tourism - Travel and Eco-Adventure 

1-Year Ontario College Certificate Programs: 
 College Access 
 General Arts & Science 
 Office Administration 
 Personal Support Worker 
 Pre-Health Sciences—College or University Streams 

 Concurrent Disorders (Post-Graduate) 

4-Year Lakehead University/Confederation College Community-Based Degree Program: 
 Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program (Dryden or Sioux  Lookout Campus) 

Is your community or organization looking for customized training, upgrading, computer training?  Is your community or organization looking for customized training, upgrading, computer training?    
We can offer this at your location or ours!  Call us for more info.We can offer this at your location or ours!  Call us for more info.  

For more information or program details contact one of our campuses or visit our website. 

 Red Lake Campus 
 104 Howey Street 
 Phone: 727-2604 
 

Email: redlakecampus@confederationc.on.ca 
www.confederationc.on.ca/redlake 

 Sioux Lookout Campus 
 70 Wellington Street 
 Phone: 737-2851 Ext. 4705 
 

Email: siouxlookoutcampus@confederationc.on.ca 
www.confederationc.on.ca/siouxlookout 

1-Year Ontario College Certificate Programs 1-Year Ontario College Graduate Certificate 
Program

2-Year Ontario College Diploma Programs

• College Access
• General Arts & Science

	 •	Office	Administration
• Personal Support Worker

	 •	Personal	Support	Worker	-	part-time	offering
	 •	Pre-Health	Sciences	-	College	&	University	Streams

Dryden Campus
	 •	Pre-Technology	Trade	Stream

• Pre-Technology Electrical*
  *(Call campus for application process)

	 •	Concurrent	Disorders

	 •	Educational	Support	
	 •	Paramedic	(Dryden	Campus)
 • Social Service Worker
	 •	Tourism	-	Travel	&	Eco	Adventure

Board of Governors’ Certificate Program
	 •	Aboriginal	Canadian	Relations

Apply online: www.ontariocolleges.ca

www.facebook.com/confederation

www.confederationc.on.ca Change Your Life Through Learning.

For more information contact one of our campuses or visit our website.

Regional Chief 
expresses how  
climate change 
affects First Nations
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Regional Chief Isadore 
Day emphasized how cli-
mate change has affected First 
Nations people on the first day 
of a June 14-15 meeting with 
provincial representatives, 
including ministers Glen Mur-
ray and Michael Gravelle.

“Our peoples from north to 
south have been suffering from 
the effects of global warming 
and pollution for many years,” 
Day says. “Our communi-
ties have been most affected 
by floods, fires, contaminated 
water and the loss of traditional 
foods.”

Day says First Nations people 
have contributed the least to cli-
mate change, but they are the 
“first ones to feel the adverse 
effects.” He brought up the 
2011 flooding of Lake St. Mar-
tin First Nation in Manitoba, 
which resulted in the perma-
nent evacuation of the commu-
nity. Many Lake St. Martin com-
munity members have been liv-
ing in hotel rooms in Winnipeg.

“First Nations signed treaties 
to equally share the lands and 
resources,” Day says. “Now we 
want to work in partnership 
based on the principles of free, 
prior and informed consent to 
ensure that lands and resources 
are shared for future genera-
tions.”

Day was pleased with the 
provincial government’s June 8 
announcement of the Climate 
Change Action Plan.

“I was very pleased with last 
week’s announcement empha-
sizing that First Nations tradi-
tional ecological knowledge 
will guide the provincial action 
plan,” Day says. “That is why we 
are here for the next few days. 
The challenge will be, however, 
how do we ensure our Indig-
enous values, input, mandate 
do not get second rated or lost 
among the priority process 
in the development of climate 
change policy and action plans.”

Day says First Nations Elders, 
women, youth and experts 
must be part of the process as 
equals during all stages of the 
Climate Change Action Plan 
development process.

“In addition, the province has 
pledged to include our peoples 
in the new carbon economy 
as well as provide funding to 
replace dirty diesel generation 
with green energy micro-grids,” 
Day says. “Our First Nations 
must also continue to work with 
the province on major green 
energy projects that will supply 
power to all Ontarians.”

Murray says climate change 
is a cultural crisis.

“If you think about western 

post-industrial culture, business 
people think about returns to 
the shareholders in the fourth 
quarter, very short-term with-
out a thought for the longer-
term consequences of those 
decisions often,” Murray says. 
“And you hear a lot of people in 
the business community with 
corporate social responsibility, 
you hear bankers, people like 
Ed Clark, Jim Balsillie, who are 
now challenging that. They’re 
saying we need a longer view. 
If we actually paused for a sec-
ond and looked at the knowl-
edge and traditional ecological 
knowledge of Indigenous peo-
ple but also the fundamental 
values of thinking about seven 
generations and our children’s 
grandchildren, we would not be 
in the crisis we are today.”

Murray says a climatologist 
in Peterborough predicts the 
boreal forest is at risk of break-
ing up and turning into savan-
nah within a century.

“What we are finding is that 
western science and traditional 
science and Indigenous knowl-
edge are telling us the same 
thing,” Murray says. “They are 
telling us we can’t keep living 
this way. So what is the path-
way forward. Is the wisdom of 
our Elders something that is a 
nice thing to have. It is foun-
dational; it is the dialogue of 
understanding the cultural 
crisis we have, that we have 
removed ourself from the pro-
cesses of nature that we depend 
on for food.”

Murray raised the crisis 
that happened in Syria after a 
drought affected the country 
from 2006-2011.

“About 80 per cent of the 
farmers in the fertile crescent 
couldn’t grow food anymore,” 
Murray says. “And then the ter-
rorists showed up and that hor-
rible collapse of Syria in 2011-
2012 which goes on today.”

Murray also raised the 
prophecy about all four peoples 
of the world working together 
for a better future.

“This is the only place where 
all four directions and four 
races gather,” Murray says. 
“Maybe there is a responsibil-
ity for us to cherish human 
diversity, to take the tradition 
of the Indigenous people to be 
respectful of other’s knowledge, 
to be respectful of other’s cul-
ture and to bring that knowl-
edge into your life and to inter-
nalize it.”

More than 30 representatives 
from 15 First Nation communi-
ties gathered for the meeting 
with representatives from the 
Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change and the Minis-
try of Energy.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Regional Chief Isadore Day and about 30 First Nation representatives 
from 15 First Nation communities met with provincial ministers Glen 
Murray and Michael Gravelle and government representatives to dis-
cuss climate change on June 14-15 in Thunder Bay.
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 Education

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Aroland’s Donna Gagnon 
was honoured to deliver one of 
three valedictorian addresses 
at Oshki-Pimache-O-Win Edu-
cation and Training Institute’s 
2016 Graduation Ceremony in 
Thunder Bay.

“I try not to get emotional, 
but I’m just so happy to be here 
as part of this ceremony with 
these other graduates,” Gagnon 
says. “I would like to take this 
time to congratulate each and 
every one of them as well, espe-
cially my fellow classmates.”

Gagnon graduated from the 
Social Services Worker - Native 
Specialization Program along 
with six other graduates: Bear-
skin Lake’s Sarah Mekanak, 
Gull Bay’s Olivia Pelky, Mish-
keegogamang’s April Tuesday, 
Pic River’s Ann Marie Otiquam, 
Sioux Lookout’s Lee-Anne Bes-
selt and Wunnumin Lake’s 
Elaine Mamakwa.

“We’ve grown together and 
we’ve struggled together,” 
Gagnon says. “But we never 
complained. We just supported 
each other like we were sup-
posed to.”

Gagnon also acknowledged 
the support provided by the 
instructors and staff at Oshki.

“It’s been a remarkable jour-
ney,” Gagnon says. “They are a 
great support and great teach-
ers. They didn’t let us fall. If we 
fell, they picked us up where we 
needed to be.”

Gagnon completed the pro-
gram for herself and her family.

“I always wanted to go back 
and get an education,” Gagnon 
says, noting that she is 52 years 
old. “And for my family as well. 
They were very supportive 
and they encouraged me, even 
when I wanted to quit there at 
times.”

Gagnon wants to continue 

working in her field. She has 
been employed with Tikinagan 
Child and Family Services in 
Aroland for about nine years.

“I can’t thank (Tikinagan) 
enough for letting me to take 
this opportunity to come back 
to school, to leave my job for 
two weeks and then come 
back to it,” Gagnon says. “I was 
lonely at the beginning. But 
now I stand here at this podium 
with this hat on receiving my 
diploma and I couldn’t be more 
proud.”

Gagnon was one of 32 gradu-
ates from seven Oshki programs 
who were celebrated during 
the graduation ceremony at the 
Airlane Hotel and Conference 
Centre.

Pic River’s Cheri Tschet-
ter delivered the valedictorian 
address for the Aboriginal Early 
Childhood Education Program 
and Keewaywin’s Karla Kake-
gamic delivered the valedicto-
rian address for the Aboriginal 
Financial and Economic Plan-
ning Program.

“Our students … have made 
many sacrifices to be here today 
and to be granted their certifi-
cates and diplomas,” says Rosie 
Mosquito, Oshki’s executive 
director. “It truly is a great day, 
and it is always so awesome 
to be a part of this event, to 
witness the success of our stu-
dents.”

Mosquito congratulated the 
students for making the com-
mitment to study and complete 
their programs.

“We have heard from the 
valedictorians who talked 
about their experiences while 
they were at Oshki,” Mosquito 
says. “And the bottom line, they 
made that commitment to pur-
sue an education. That was a 
significant step; that was a very 
important step.”

Mosquito also acknowl-
edged the support provided by 
the families, communities and 
employers of the graduates.

“Employers, you supported 
your students,” Mosquito says. 
“You have enabled them to 
take their programs so they can 
increase their knowledge and 
their skills and to help provide a 
better service to the people you 
serve, the clients you serve.”

The Aboriginal Early Child-
hood Education Program grad-
uates were Tschetter, Alanda 
Mattinas, Keeri King, Leslie 
Meekis, Raven Fiddler and Star-
lene Kamenawatamin.

The Aboriginal Financial and 
Economic Planning Program 
graduates were Kakegamic and 
Marissa McPherson.

The Business Fundamentals 
Program graduates were Ash-
ley Magiskan, Chantal Chikane, 
Glen Wabasse and Jocelyn Fid-
dler.

The Personal Support Worker 
Program graduates were Barb 
Swazey-Gordon, Brenda For-
tier, Courtney McKenzie, Flora 
Waswa, Georgette Shapwaykee-
sic, Patricia Machendagoos and 
Victoria Allen.

The Pre-Health Sciences Pro-
gram graduates were Donna 
Atlookan and Maria Meekis.

The Basic Radiological Tech-
nician Program graduates were 
Denise Troutlake, Evelene 
Wesley, Linda J. Wabano and 
Rosanne Jacob.

Legal Excellence. 
Northern Values.

Evans, Bragagnolo & Sullivan LLP has joined forces with Lanthier 
Mann Law Firm, increasing the capacity and range of legal services 
in Cochrane and surrounding community.

Evans, Bragagnolo & Sullivan is one of the most experienced full-service 
law fi rms in the region, with a near 70-year history of dedication, success, 
and outstanding client representation. We are delighted to put down roots 
and expand access to outstanding legal services in the community.

What can you expect? 
The same great service and representation, backed by a larger team.  

Questions? 
Walk-ins are welcome and the coffee is free.

BIG 
REPRESENTATION.

Find out more about us: 
www.EBSLAWYERS.com

Oshki graduates just beginning 
a remarkable journey

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Aroland’s Donna Gagnon delivered the valedictorian address.

Wahsa’s 25th graduation  
ceremony held at Pelican Falls

Geoff Shields/Special to Wawatay News
Wahsa Distance Education Centre held its 25th Graduation in the auditorium of Pelican Falls First 
Nations High School on June 29. Twenty-four graduates from ten different First Nations communi-
ties received their diplomas from the Principal Darrin Head. The ceremony also featured guest 
speaker Melinda Henderson. 

“We’ve grown together 
and we’ve struggled 
together... we never 
complained. We just 
supported each other 
like we were supposed 
to.”

– Donna Gagnon
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 Culture 

Congratulations!
Oshki-Pimache-O-Win would like to congratulate all of  
the 2016 graduates of the Aboriginal Early Childhood  
Education, Native Social Service Worker, Aboriginal  

Financial & Economic Planning, Business Fundamentals, 
Personal Support Worker, Pre-Health Sciences and  

Basic Radiological Technician Programs. 

We wish them well on their new beginnings.

www.oshki.ca
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Services
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Safeguard Business Systems
by Herman Hanschke

Is proud to introduce 

Olivia ShapwaykeesicOlivia Shapwaykeesic
Marketing Account Managerour new

Business Marketing Solutions

- Products & Clothing Logo Branding

- Records Management & Filing System Products

- Business Banking Essentials

- Web Hosting & Commercial Computer Repairs

- Everyday Office Supplies

Safeguard will help you Design, Print & Deliver 
all your Merchandise

Stand Apart in a Competitive & Busy Marketplace

Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272Promotional Offer #272
Services

Promotional Offer #272
ServicesChequesChequesPromotional Offer #272ChequesChequesChequesChequesPromotional Offer #272ChequesChequesChequesChequesPromotional Offer #272ChequesCheques

& Forms& FormsPromotional Offer #272& Forms& Forms& Forms& FormsPromotional Offer #272& Forms& Forms& Forms& FormsPromotional Offer #272& Forms& FormsPromotional Offer #272
Order $500.00 or more and receive one of our great 

promotional gifts!

Safeguard Business Systems #728  
P.O. Box 10175 - Thunder Bay, ON - P7B 6T7

Telephone: (807) 344-2983     Fax: (807) 344-1581
Toll Free: 1-877-544-2983

olivia@safeguardthunderbay.com

office@safeguardthunderbay.com

©2016 Safeguard Business Systems, Ltd. Safeguard and the centurion 
head design are trademarks of Safeguard Business Systems, Ltd.

Let our staff assist you with all your 

800-555-3273
 IA 77777

Expect the Extraordinary!

FULL COLOUR 
PRINTING

HIGH QUALITY
GIFTS AND AWARDS

BUSINESS CHEQUES
AND FORMS

Sioux Lookout celebrates Aboriginal Day with style
Geoff Shields
Special to Wawatay News

A sunny but windy day saw 
the celebration of Anishinaabe  
Giizhigan (Aboriginal Day) on 
June 21st at the Sioux Lookout 
town beach. 

The event attended by over 
250 people was hosted for the 
third successive time by the 
Nishnawbe Gamik Friendship 
Centre with Victor Lyon doing 
an admirable job as Master of 
Ceremonies.

The highlight of the day was 
a mini-powwow that saw local 
dancers both young and old 
in colourful regalia moving 
around the circle to the pul-
sating singing and drumming 
from local members of the First 
Nations community using the 
Centre‘s Green Thunderbird 
drum. There was indeed some-
thing for every one to enjoy 
from a variety of craft stalls to 
children’s entertainment put on 
by the MNR which included a 

tug of war with the losers being 
immersed in large plastic tank 
of water which caused much 
hilarity from participants and 
onlookers alike.  

The day opened with Cen-
tre Executive Director Jen-
nifer Thomas welcoming 
everyone she then introduced 
town Councillor Yolaine Kir-
lew who welcomed everyone 
on behalf of the Municipality, 
“Good Afternoon / Boozhoo. It 
is important to recognize that 
we are on Lac Seul territory 
Treaty Three and on behalf of 
the Municipality and our Mayor 
who was unable to be here and 
sends his regrets but also sends 
his appreciation for the First 
Nations we are neighbours 
with, we are partners with, we 
are collaborators with and we 
like to recognize the 20th year 
of this celebration. We come 
together to acknowledge the 
various contributions that each 
and every one of you and your 
generations have given to this 

town. I want to say Thank You 
/ Meegwetch for all the ways 
that you enrich our lives and on 
behalf of the Mayor and Council 
again I would like to thank the 
Friendship Centre for putting 
this on and thank you again 
for being good neighbours 
and good friends. Thank You/ 
Meegwetch.”

Thomas then introduced the 
representative from Lac Seul 
First Nation, Events Centre 
Manager Barry King who said, 

“I would like to thank the Cre-
ator for this beautiful welcome 
to the traditional territory of 
Lac Seul. I hope you enjoy the 
day and celebrate the rich cul-
ture that we have here. For 
some people, it will be an intro-
duction to the culture of the 
area and to learn more about 
the Aboriginal culture that 
this area is so rich in and so on 
behalf of the Chief and Council 
of Lac Seul, I want to thank you 
all for coming out and have a 

good day.”
Elder Juliette Blackhawk 

then invited, “Everyone of you 
to come and dance in the pow-
wow area” and the festivities 
began ending at 3pm with a 
delicious feast of fish, potatoes, 
baked beans and corn on the 

cob followed by a desert of wild 
rice and strawberries to which 
all were invited to enjoy.

Lance Keekechekum who 
attended with his wife and child 
commented, “Nice weather and 
it’s nice seeing all the festivi-
ties,” he said.

Geoff Shields/Special to Wawatay News
Lac Seul First Nation and the town of Sioux Lookout celebrated 
Aboriginal Day on June 21st at the Sioux Lookout town beach. The 
event was attended by over 250 people and was hosted for the third 
successive time by the Nishnawbe Gamik Friendship Centre.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A visitor from Iran enjoyed 
participating in the bannock-
making contest at Fort William 
Historical Park’s Anishnawbe 
Keeshigun Aboriginal Festival.

“It’s excellent and I love it,” 
says Masim Gahavidel, a visi-
tor from Tehran, Iran. “I hope 
these competitions will happen 
more in this city. The traditional 
foods from here are more inter-
esting for me.”

Chuck Meshake won the ban-
nock-making contest after cre-
ating two loads of fry bread in 
a cast iron frying pan over the 
open fire.

“I just did it the way I was 
taught how to make bannock 
over the open fire,” Meshake 
says. “(The second batch) is 

always better than the first. The 
first batch is like the testers. You 
find out how hot your fire is and 
then away you go.”

The event featured a variety 
of scheduled activities, includ-
ing fish prep and smoking, 
medicine teas, mukuk making, 
fruit leather and preserves, 
wood carving, quill work, pem-
mican making, wild rice, moc-
casin making, snowshoe weav-
ing, gauntlet mitts and animal 
skinning.

“This year we have cre-
ated an educational exposi-
tion on First Nations culture,” 
says Elliott Cromarty, FWHP’s 
Native heritage program coor-
dinator. “It’s a great time of 
year because we have a lot of 
international tourists coming 
through. We are just glad that 
they get to experience First 

Nations culture as they talk 
with our dancers and our vari-
ous artisans throughout the site 
and participate in (activities) 
like the bannock making con-
test.”

Mishkeegogamang’s Maxine 
Baer skinned a beaver during 
her animal skinning demonstra-
tion.

“I started skinning beaver 
when I was seven years old,” 
Baer says, noting her mother 
also taught her how to skin rab-
bits when she was seven. “After 
that, at 10 years old I (was) 
cleaning moose hide.”

Baer put the beaver tail into 
the fire for about half an hour 
to clean it.

“After that I’m going to boil it 
for three hours,” Baer says, not-
ing it will taste “just like smoked 
bacon” after she cooks it. “It’s a 
good meal.”

Darren Lentz showed visitors 
how to repair two pairs of snow-
shoes that he made many years 
ago.

“I’m redoing them on the 
ends because they’ve worn out,” 
Lentz says. “They’ve been put 
to good use. The middle part 
seems to be OK, it’s drying out 
a little bit.”

Lentz soaked some deer hide 
in water to prepare for cutting 
into new lacing.

“I have a gauge that I make 
out of a piece of wood and a 
razor to the size of the hide that 
I want,” Lentz says. “Because 
it’s the ends, I want it a little 
thinner. And I just finished a 
needle I made for weaving back 
and forth.”

Lentz says he is carrying on 
the teachings of Gilbert Baxter, 
who taught him years ago at 
FWHP.

“He was one of the origi-
nal ones here who started 
the native encampment and 
brought all of his knowledge 
from the bush,” Lentz says.

Aroland’s Douglas Gagnon 
shared some of his songs on the 
drum during the cultural danc-
ing and drumming demonstra-
tion.

“I used to work here in the 
1980s with Freda McDonald, 
Gilbert Baxter and my aunties 
Mary Magiskan and Maggie 
Magiskan,” Gagnon says. “It 
was fun. It’s educational and 
we try to teach whoever wants 
to know about language and 
about our culture.”

Gagnon plans to share both 
contemporary and traditional 
songs that were passed down 
to the Anishinabe during the 
drumming sessions.

“We try to mix it up and work 
together,” Gagnon says. “We 
have fun teaching the kids, and 
teach ourselves at the same 
time.”

A variety of traditional foods 
were also available during the 
event, including corn on the 
cob, bannock samples, straw-
berry drink, smoked fish and 
wild rice.

In addition to the bannock-
making contest, two other con-
tests were also held: the double 
ball distance throwing contest 
and the wilderness survival 
contest.

THE XXXV KEEWAYWIN CONFERENCE

CONFIRMATIONS/REGISTRATION
Each Chief must complete the registration form to confirm 
his/her attendance. Please fax to (807) 623-7730 Attention: 
Jackie Shewaybick.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
Travel arrangements will be made for Chiefs/Proxies for travel 
on Monday August 8, 2016 and Friday August 12, 2016. Air 
travel will be booked by Nishnawbe Aski Nation. As required 
by NAN Chiefs Finance Committee, the most economical 
arrangements will be made to keep the overall costs to a 
minimum.

NAN will cover the cost of the attending Chiefs/Proxies travel 
related expenses. Jackie Shewaybick will be contacting Chiefs to 
confirm their attendance and travel arrangements. Jackie can 
be reached at jshewaybick@nan.on.ca or Toll Free at 1-800-
465-9952.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Accommodations for Chiefs/Proxies, Elders, and invited 
guests of NAN will be booked by NAN Staff.

PROXIES
If for some reason you are unable to attend and would like 
to  send a proxy, you must identify the proxy member on your  
First Nation’s letterhead and signed by the authorized Council 
member(s) including Chief or the quorum of the Council. This 
letter will ensure that the proxy has full conference privileges to 
act on your behalf. The proxy letter must be forwarded to our 
office.

The designated proxy should bring the original letter to the 
meeting as well. Please fax proxy letters to (807) 623-7730, 
Attention: Jackie Shewaybick

ELDERS
The Nishnawbe Aski Nation Elders’ Council is invited 
to attend and NAN will cover their travel expenses and 
accommodations.

First Nations and Tribal Councils bringing additional Elders 
are responsible for all expenses incurred including travel, 
accommodations and honorarium.

Elders contact is Jackie Shewaybick, 1-800-465-9952, Direct 
Line: (807) 625.4951 or jshewaybick@nan.on.ca.

RESOLUTIONS
The Resolutions Secretary for the XXXV Keewaywin Conference 
will be Angela Carter. Resolutions to be considered at the 
Assembly can be forwarded electronically to Angela at acarter@
nan.on.ca or via fax to (807) 623-7730. Resolutions deadline is 
Tuesday July 26, 2016.

GRAND ENTRY
The NAN XXXV Keewaywin Conference will again open with 
the Grand Entry. NAN would like to invite and encourage the 
attending Chiefs and/or Proxies to partake in the Grand Entry. 
The Grand Entry will mark the opening of the meeting on 
Tuesday August 9.

Dignitaries will also be invited to participate in the grand 
entry.  The flags will remain in the conference room 
throughout the conference.If you require additional 
information or require clarification, please contact Joe 
Wheesk at (807) 623-8228 or at the NAN toll free 1-800-465-
9952.

August 9, 10, 11 2016 in Taykwa Tagamou Nation

nan.on.ca

 Culture 
Anishnawbe Keeshigun 2016

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Chuck Meshake fries up his sec-
ond load of fry bread during the 
bannock making contest.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Mishkeegogamang’s Maxine Baer prepares a beaver tail for boiling during her animal skinning demon-
stration at Fort William Historical Park’s Anishnawbe Keeshigun Aboriginal Festival. 



Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Wahgoshig’s 13-year-old 
proxy Aaron Chokomolin was 
the youngest representative at 
the Chiefs of Ontario’s 42nd 
Annual All-Ontario Chiefs Con-
ference (AOCC), held June 
28-30 in Thunder Bay.

“I’m very honoured to be rec-
ognized by chiefs from every-
where in Ontario,” Chokomo-
lin says. “And I’ve discovered 
that there’s new generations 
to come. Chiefs can see stuff in 
you that you cannot see your-
self.”

Chokomolin was chosen by 
his community’s youth council 
to attend the AOCC. He encour-
ages other youth to “keep on 
pushing” for their objectives.

“It’s good to see a youth par-
ticipating in our chiefs assem-
bly,” says Magnetawan Chief 
William Diabo. “In my commu-
nity I try to get youth involved 
and one thing I’ve asked them 
to do is follow me around for a 
day. It’s almost like being a chief 
for a day, but I haven’t had any 
takers yet.”

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
led a moment of silence at the 
AOCC for the families of the 
seven students who died while 
attending high school in Thun-
der Bay since 2000.

“The leadership from across 
the region, from across Ontario 
just stood up to indicate their 
support for the motion calling 
for the full implementation of 
all the (Seven Youth Inquest 
jury’s) recommendations,” Fid-
dler says. “And they showed 
that support in front of the fam-
ilies that were here.”

Fiddler missed most of the 
first day of the AOCC due to 
the release of the Seven Youth 
Inquest jury’s verdict and rec-
ommendations at the Thunder 
Bay Courthouse.

“Tuesday (June 28) was the 
release of the verdict and the 
recommendations, so I commit-
ted to the families that I would 
be there with them until the 
end,” Fiddler says. “That was 
my obligation; that was my pri-
ority.”

The AOCC was hosted by 
the Independent First Nations 
with a focus on Youth Inspired 
Action for a Strong Future. 
Highlights included sector 
updates from Environment, 
Social Services, Justice, Educa-
tion and Health as well as infor-
mation on energy and infra-
structure, policing and climate 
change.

Mushkegowuk Council 
Grand Chief Jonathon Solomon 
says the relationship with the 
newly-elected federal govern-
ment was also raised during the 
AOCC.

“There’s been a lot of discus-
sion around the new relation-
ship with the government since 
October (2015),” Solomon 
says. “There’s a lot of anticipa-
tion that a lot of progress will 
be made in files that have been 
stalled for years and years.”

Regional Chief Isadore Day 
says most of the agenda at the 
AOCC was completed.

“There were opportunities 
for people to raise other issues,” 
Day says. “We accommodated 
people along the way. Our focus 
that we started off here with 
and the theme, our youth, and 
the strategic action including 
our youth, that remains our 
focus leaving this assembly.”

Days says there were 90 files 
brought to the floor during the 
AOCC this year, an increase 
from 20 major files at last year’s 
AOCC in Kenora.

“Our annual report was a 

book, essentially,” Day says. 
“This just goes to show that 
the amount of issues we have 
dealt with in the last year are 
immense.”

Day says a number of leaders 
raised the issue of restructur-
ing.

“We need to look at restruc-
turing in order to become effec-
tive in the work that is ahead of 
us,” Day says. “We will continue 
to do that work, and I believe 
in our next chiefs assembly, 
which will be this fall and other 
meetings prior to that, we will 
ensure that we make those 
changes and become efficient, 
effective and use our time in a 
way that gets the job done and 
we have the proper planning 
ahead of time.”

Day also acknowledged the 
leadership shown by Chokomo-
lin as his community’s proxy 
during the AOCC.

“That’s the spirit by which 
we convened this session,” Day 
says. “To see a 13-year-old to 
hold the proxy for his commu-
nity was inspiring. And it was 
quite indicative of where we 
need to go. We just need to con-
tinue supporting our youth.”
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OFFICIAL BY-ELECTION NOTICE
As per the NAN Electoral O�cer, notice is hereby given regarding the NAN 2016 By-Election for one Deputy Grand Chief:

NAN ELECTION LOCATION & DATE
Wednesday August 10, 2016- Taykwa Tagamou Nation.

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS
ominations must e su mitted to the ead Electoral fficer 

no later than:

SUNDAY JULY 10, 2016  11:59 P.M. EST

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN PERIOD
MONDAY JULY 11, 2016 - WEDNESDAY JULY 10, 2016

nformation related to candidates, nominations, verification 
and official candidate list to e issued as per the  Election 
Code the following is required for all candidates.

CANDIDATES
The NAN Election Procedures specify the following elegibility 
requirements:

(1) Each Candidate must be: 
a) A status Indian 

 b) A member of a recognized NAN First Nation 
 c) 18 years of age at the time of the election

(2) Each candidate must have a Nominator/Mover and a 
Seconder before his or her name can stand for election.

(3) Each candidate must verify, in writing, with the Electoral 
fficer that he or she is eligi le and willing to run for office. 

This written verification must e received y the Electoral 
fficer  days efore the election day of August , 2016.

NOMINATIONS 
All nominations for Deputy Grand Chief must be supported 

by and signed by two NAN Chiefs (1- nominator/mover and 1 
seconder.)

VERIFICATION OF NOMINATIONS
 ll nominations shall e verified with respect to the 

elegibility of the candidates and their willingness to stand for 
office. ll nominations must e verified with the mover and 
seconder.

 nce a nomination is moved, seconded and verified, the 
mover and seconder do not need to be in attendance at the 
time of voting.

 The Electoral fficer shall time and date stamp all 
nominations when they are received.

PROCEDURE
A list of the candidates shall be circulated by facsimile and 
e-mailed to all NAN First Nations and Tribal Councils within 
seven days after the closing date for nominations, which is 30 
days before the date of the election.

All information regarding the by-election can be found at 
www.nanelection.ca

Upon circulation of the candidate list, all candidates are 
welcome to submit their campaign information to be posted 
on www.nanelection.ca. Please contact Charlene Yerxa, at 
1-800-465-9952 or cyerxa@nan.on.ca

HEAD ELECTORAL OFFICER
Mr. Adam F. Fiddler 
Mobile: 1-807-632-3907 
Fax: 1-807-625-4961 
Email  adamfiddlerf gmail.com 

nanelection.ca

 Politics 

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Wahgoshig proxy Aaron Choko-
molin, right, and Magnetawan 
Chief William Diabo at the Chiefs 
of Ontario’s 42nd Annual All-
Ontario Chiefs Conference.

Ontario Chiefs assembly encourages youth
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2016 CLE Seat Sale
50% OFF 
All Adult Flex Fare

30% OFF 
All Child Flex Fare

Call Reservations Today to Book. Don't Wait.  1.844.633.6294

Book & Pay - 15 July 2016 to 29 July 2016
Travel - 05 Aug 2016 to 21 Aug 2016
Limited Seats

Seat Sale booking also includes one free CLE entrance ticket. 
Pick up ticket at the Thunder Bay Airport check-in counter or our main office 
at 1480 Walsh St West in Thunder Bay.

northstarair.ca

 Culture 
Honouring Our Water Our Most Sacred Medicine

Constance Lake men’s traditional dancer Donny Sutherland.

Two men’s traditional dancers dance their style.
Attawapiskat grassy dancer Gor-
don Hookimaw.

Kashechewan fancy shawl dancer Bertha Koosees.
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BLEED

INSPECTION
Inspection of Approved Aerial Herbicide Spraying
Trout Lake Forest

The Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 
invites you to inspect the MNRF-
approved aerial herbicide spray 
projects. As part of our ongoing 
efforts to regenerate and protect 
Ontario’s forests, selected stands on 
the Trout Lake Forest (see map) will 
be sprayed with herbicide to control 
competing vegetation, starting on or 
about August 1, 2016. The herbicide 
VisionMax, registration # PCP 27736, 
will be used.

The approved project description and 
project plan for the aerial herbicide 
project is available for public 
inspection at the Domtar Inc. office 
and on the MNRF public website at 
ontario.ca/forestplans beginning July 1, 2016 until March 31, 2017 when the annual 
work schedule expires. Ontario Government Information Centre at 227 Howey Street, 
Red Lake can provide access to the Internet. 

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange an appointment with 
MNRF staff at the MNRF District or Area Office to discuss the aerial herbicide project. 

For more information, please contact:

Kyle Myschowoda, R.P.F., Management Forester Holly Aggas, Silviculture Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Domtar Inc.
Red Lake District Office Dryden Office
P.O. Box 5003, 227 Howey St. 1 Duke St., Postal Bag 4004
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0 Dryden, ON  P8N 3J7
tel: 807-727-1337 tel: 807-223-9309
fax: 807-727-2861 

or call toll free: 1-800-667-1940 and ask to be forwarded to one of the contacts above.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE VACANCIES 
Ontario Court of Justice

COURT LOCATIONS: Barrie (3), Bracebridge (1), Brampton (3), Brantford (1), 
Brockville (Bilingual-1), Chatham (1), Cornwall (1), Hamilton (1), London (1), 

Newmarket (2), Oshawa (1), Ottawa (2), Ottawa (Bilingual-3), Peterborough (1), 
Sarnia* (1), Sault Ste. Marie (Bilingual-1), Simcoe (1), Sudbury (1),  

Thunder Bay (1), Timmins* (1), Toronto (10), Toronto (Bilingual-1), Walkerton (1) 

Please check www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac/advertisements  
for an updated listing of advertised vacancies.

At the request of the Attorney General and in accordance with the Justices of the 
Peace Act, the Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory Committee invites 
applications for vacant Justice of the Peace positions in the Province of Ontario.

A Justice of the Peace is an independent judicial officer who presides in court over 
various proceedings under federal and provincial statutes. Applicants must meet 
minimum qualifications as set out in the Justices of the Peace Act. 

The Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory Committee reviews and 
evaluates applications and classifies candidates as “Not Qualified”, “Qualified” 
or “Highly Qualified”. Classifications are reported to the Attorney General, who 
recommends candidates for Order-in-Council appointments to the Ontario Court 
of Justice.

In addition to reflecting the diversity of Ontario’s population, applicants should also 
display the fundamental skills and abilities, personal characteristics and community 
awareness attributes set out in the Committee’s General Selection Criteria. 

Bilingual positions require a high degree of proficiency in English as well as a 
superior level of oral and written proficiency in French. As First Nations people 
comprise a large percentage of the population in the areas being serviced by the 
courts in *Sarnia and *Timmins, we especially encourage people of Indigenous 
heritage and people with an in-depth understanding of Indigenous communities 
and the issues affecting those communities to apply for these vacancies.

For detailed information about the vacancies noted above, minimum qualifications 
and the General Selection Criteria, the required application form, and the 
Committee’s process, please visit the website of the Justices of the Peace 
Appointments Advisory Committee at www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac.

Applications for current vacancies must be submitted on the current prescribed 
application form and received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 17, 2016. 
Applications received after this date WILL NOT be considered.

PLEASE NOTE: Future vacancies and deadlines for applications 
will be posted on the Committee’s website as they occur. Interested 
individuals can receive e-mail notification of vacancies by registering at  
www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac/advertisements/registration/.

Pour voir cette annonce en français, consulter le site Web du Comité à 
www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/fr/jpaac/annonces.

Ontario Energy
Board

Commission de l’énergie
de l’Ontario

Bimaychikamah School  
celebrated its 2016 Grade 8 Graduation  

July 22, 2016 in Slate Falls, Ontario. 
Five students will move on to high schools in the area. 

Listed left to right, Caleigh Wesley, Bethany Spence, Marcus 
Bighead-Loon, Alexa Lawson, Tyrone Fox. We wish you all the 
best in your new journey into high school. As part of activities 

to end the year, we arranged with local fire volunteers a 
sprinkler system with which the children had a lot of fun. 

We want to wish everyone a safe  
and happy summer break.

Sincerely, Bimaychikamah School  
students and staff.

 Culture 

BOOK YOUR BUSINESS AD TODAY! PLEASE CONTACT OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVE:
Tom Scura  |  Phone: 807 622-6000  |  Fax: 807 622-6010  |  toms@wawatay.on.ca

2016 Fort William Powwow

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
The 2016 Fort William Powwow, Honouring Our Water Our Most Sacred Medicine, featured about 280 
dancers and about 18 drums on Anemki Wajiw (Mt. McKay) from July 1-3.
ABOVE: The Battle Nation drummers perform a song.

Fort William Elder Gene Bannon prepares to bring in one of the eagle staffs just before Grand Entry at the 
Fort William Powwow on July 2.
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AVAILABLE ONLY AT
ADVANCE DISCOUNT

It’s just not summer 
without going to the fair 

AUGUST 10th-14th

Fair starts at 12 noon August 10th

6HR. MIDWAY RIDE WRISTBAND $20.00 (reg. $30)
(12pm - 6pm or 6pm - Midnight)

$6.00 (reg. $10)ADULT GATE ADMISSION 
CHILD GATE ADMISSION  $4.00 (reg. $6)

CHILDREN 4 AND UNDER FREE ADMISSION  (HST not included)

“WHY STAND IN LINE AT THE CLE GATES AND PAY

ALMOST TWICE AS MUCH???”
“Last year 37,000 people took advantage of our discounted advance 

sale and saved a lot of money; the other 22,000 paid full price”

ADVANCE DISCOUNT SALE ENDS 9 PM AUGUST 9th 

WWW.CLE.ON.CA

 Feature  
Student raises money for FN community
Geoff Shields
Special to Wawatay News

Eabametoong First Nation 
(Fort Hope) recently saw the 
burning down of its commu-
nity center, which resulted in an 
estimated $1 million in repairs.

Janaki Mehta an eighteen 
year old student at Sir John A. 
MacDonald School in Water-
loo with the aid of the schools 
Global Issues Team decided 
to do something about it by 
embarking on a year long 
“Voices for Fort Hope” fund-
raiser which culminated in a 
Google Hangout organized on 
Thursday June 16 at the Google 
headquarters in Ottawa where 
with the aid of technical sup-
port a link-in was provided for 
the students from Fort Hope 
and Waterloo to interact with 
The Honourable Bob Nault, 
Member of Parliament (Kenora 
Riding) and The Honourable 
Bardish Chagger, Minister of 
Small Business and Tourism 
and Member of Parliament 
(Waterloo) also in attendance.

Mehta spoke to Wawatay 
News about how she came to 
organize the fundraiser “A lot 
of what I’ve been spending my 
leisure time doing for the past 
year or two has been around 
volunteerism in indigenous 
relations. After seeing a docu-
mentary about Eabametoong 
First Nation and speaking with 
a youth from the community I 
felt that taking some small step 
such as hosting a fundraiser 
would be a good initial step-
ping stone to creating a bond 
between the northern and 
southern parts of Ontario. All 

the while doing this I was able 
to provide practical support 
to Fort Hope. Initially I had 
thought about doing a donation 
drive. This would mean consid-
ering logistics involved in trans-
portation. I spent a lot of time 
looking into this, calling airlines 
and such. The Canadian Armed 
Forces even said they were will-
ing to support this project. But 
I ended accepting that at least 
for now, it was more realistic 
to go about hosting a fundrais-
ing event. My staff advisor and 
myself did some interviews and 
got the word out and the out-
come was incredible.

“She continued, “The Global 
Issues team at my school is very 
good about focusing on inter-
national affairs. When hosting 
events such as this in the past 
they’ve looked at struggles in 
countries abroad very critically. 
But paying mind to issues in our 
own backyard, that never came 
up. I decided it was important 
to have that come about in 
our considerations for where 
to focus our attention on. The 
team was very good about 
adopting these ideas and I’m 
happy to say they’ve learned a 
lot from going through this.”

The link-up with Nault and 
Chagger came as a surprise 
to the young student activ-
ist. “I was actually not aware I 
would be speaking to them at 
all until the very moment they 
appeared in front of me in our 
Google Hangout. Immediately 
I realized how much impor-
tance they put on what we 
were doing, I felt so proud of 
my team. It was the fact that 
they took time out of their busy 

schedules that was so endear-
ing. They thought acknowl-
edging our efforts and being a 
part of this discussion with the 
very thoughtful and inspiring 
young people in Fort Hope was 
deserving of their time. That 
was truly a great honour. Two 
things happened that greatly 
exceeded my expectations. 
First, we raised over twice the 
amount of money that the our 
goal was set at. I had initially 
announced $2000, which I was 
fairly certain was ambitious. 
But we ended up with $4500 
and I could not digest that news 
for many days that followed. 
What was an even greater result 
was that the strong relation-
ship I hoped to build between 
Fort Hope and Waterloo had 
begun to blossom. A teleconfer-
ence with some Band Council 
members and myself happened, 
notably I have been commu-
nicating with Mr. Louie Sug-
arhead for months. We spoke 
with the students at John C. 
Yesno Education Centre and the 
conversation was all about our 
future goals and aspirations. It 
set an air of friendship and real 
connections. So yes, I was very 
happy with the results.

She concluded, “The event 
was of course focused around 
fundraising efforts. However, 
my real hope was that more 
than anything it would spread 
awareness about the struggles 
that are faced on First Nations 
even today and the lasting gen-
erational impact of residential 
schools. We had Lila Bruyere, 
a residential school survi-
vor speak at our event about 
her road to recovery from the 

deplorable treatment she and 
many others were subject to. It 
highlighted something I wanted 
to get across. That despite all of 
these unthinkable things hap-
pening, people in Fort Hope 
worked hard everyday to either 
provide for their kids or to go 
to school themselves. And how 
could I not feel inspired by 
that.”

“It was cool to do a Google 
Hangout with these excep-
tional students,” said Bob Nault. 
“Despite geographical dis-
tances, many students share the 
same dream. I was particularly 
impressed with Fort Hope stu-
dents who aspire to be scientists 
and doctors. I especially want to 
thank Janaki from Sir John A. 
MacDonald Secondary School 
for her leadership, as well as her 
fellow students who demon-
strated their commitment and 
humanity towards others - they 
provided a teaching moment for 
us all.”

submitted photo
Janaki Mehta an eighteen year 
old student at Sir John A. Mac-
Donald School in Waterloo has 
organized the Voices for Fort 
Hope fundraiser.

Candidates 
announced for 
NAN by-election
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
(NAN) Head Electoral Officer 
Adam Fiddler has received and 
approved nominations from the 
following candidates for the by-
election to fill one vacant Dep-
uty Grand Chief position on the 
NAN Executive Council: 

Darius Ferris, Constance Lake 
First Nation 

Raymond Ferris, Constance 
Lake First Nation 

Solomon Mamakwa, Kingfisher 
Lake First Nation 

Jason Smallboy, Moose Cree 
First Nation 

Chiefs and proxies from 
NAN’s 49 First Nations will vote 
on Wednesday August 10, 2016 
during the XXXV Keewaywin 
Conference in Taykwa Tagamou 
Nation (August 9-11). 

The official campaign period 
will run from July 11 to August 
10, 2016. 

Elections are held in accor-
dance with the NAN Election 
Code, which states that a can-
didate must obtain 50 per cent 
plus one of the votes cast to be 
elected. According to the NAN 

Election Code, an eligible candi-
date must be: 

1.  A Status Indian. 
2.  A member of a recognized 

NAN First Nation. 
3.  18 years of age at the time of 

the election. 
Information on the election 

process, Election Code, and 
any information provided by 
candidates including their biog-
raphies and campaign contact 
information is available on the 
NAN election website at www.
nanelection.ca. 

The election will be streamed 
live and available to view on the 
NAN election website.

www.nanelection.ca



Wawatay News    JULY 15, 2016    ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ 13

 Community  

NAPS nexus campaign 
addresses violence with 
smart phone app
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe-Aski Police Ser-
vices recently launched the 
Project Nexus Was It Worth It? 
Anti-Alcohol and Violence Cam-
paign with four educational vid-
eos and a smartphone/iPhone 
app.

“We’re hoping to give people 
alternatives to alcohol use and 
drug use; give them a mes-
sage as far as consequences of 
overuse or abusing of drugs 
and alcohol,” says NAPS Police 
Chief Terry Armstrong. “Once 
the app is released, it will give 
them alternate things to do, 
hobbies, whatever, but the 
resources to go to as well.”

The four educational videos 
are focused on domestic vio-
lence, pregnancy, sexual assault 
and physical violence while 
the app provides activities and 
other options for people to do 
other than drinking and drug 
use. The videos are currently 
available on the wasitworthit.
ca website but the app will be 
launched later.

“NAPS has brought together 
a media consultant, alcohol 
and drug abuse counsellors and 
community members to work in 
partnership on this new collab-
oration,” Armstrong says. “The 
goal of the educational materi-
als was to educate members 

of the public in a new, honest 
way (by) providing resources 
for alcohol and other substance 
assistance as well as informa-
tion for deterrence.”

The campaign was unveiled 
in partnership with Alpha 
Court, John Howard Society 
and Flow Media on June 22 at 
NAPS Headquarters in Thunder 
Bay. NAPS received $100,000 
from the Ministry of Commu-
nity Safety and Correctional 
Services for the campaign.

Cory Edwards, from Flow 
Media, says the statistics, ana-
lytics and information from the 
educational campaign will be 
recorded for feedback, report-
ing and improvement. The 
data will be gathered through 
Google analytics and a variety 
of social media platforms, such 
as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and Youtube.

“So it’s going to be an ever-
evolving campaign,” Edwards 
says. “Hopefully we can learn 
a lot through all the data col-
lected.”

Edwards says the wasit-
worthit.ca videos are “pretty 
intense, impactful and we like 
to say, perhaps a bit edgy.”

“We didn’t want to cross the 
line, but we are hoping that 
we are going to get the public 
talking and the message out,” 
Edwards says.

Edwards says the app will be 

available about six weeks after 
the June 22 announcement.

“(It) will be a location-based 
app where you can input the 
area you are in, so let’s say for 
example you are going to work 
in a new city,” Edwards says. 
“It’s going to give you a search 
option to find out what events 
are available in the area; what 
there is to do, for example, arts 
and culture; where there is to 
sleep; basically other alterna-
tives to going out and drinking.“

Armstrong says the campaign 
is also comprised of an opera-
tional component in addition 
to the educational component. 
The operational component 
was launched over four days 
in March with the assistance 
of Canada Post, Dryden Police 
Service and the NAPS K-9 unit. 
NAPS seized 117.3 grams of 
marijuana, 18 litres of alcohol, 
and 96 Gabapentin pills from 
the Canada Post hub in Dryden.

“Nishnawbe-Aski Police Ser-
vice has statistically recorded 
escalated alcohol-related occur-
rences, but most importantly 
a very high number of major 
occurrences, including homi-
cides, which have an alcohol-
related component,” Armstrong 
says. “We feel a new generation 
of alcohol users is now upon us, 
and it would be timely to rein-
troduce the perils of alcohol 
and its direct link to violence.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Nishnawbe-Aski Police Services Police Chief Terry Armstrong and Flow Media’s Cory Edwards launched 
the Project Nexus Was It Worth It? Anti-Alcohol and Violence Campaign on June 22 with four educational 
videos and a smartphone/iPhone app.
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 Business Directory

Tracker Marine, Polaris ATVs & Snowmobiles, 
Ariens Lawn Care, Minkota Sales & Authorized 

Repair Depot.

835 McKenzie Ave. N | Fort Frances, ON P7A 2B4
Tel (807) 274-9556 | www.WebbsPowerShack.ca

F or  F ast ,  
E f fi cie n t  
S e r v ice

Ken Schultz, Manager/Owner

P.O. Box 1457, Sioux Lookout, ON, P8T 1B9
Phone: 807 737-1991 Fax: 807 737-2728

Email: siouxper@siouxperautoparts.ca
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Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Cottage 

Phone: 807-468-7878 
1221 HWY 17 West, Keewatin  |  Toll Free: 1-888-893-6488

• Security Systems • 24hr ULC Monitoring • Camera Systems • Card Access  
• Electronic Door Controls  • Lock Sales, Repairs, Rekeys • Deadbolts • Padlocks  

• Safe Opening & Repairs • Restricted Key Systems • Doors and Hardware

TRUSTED IN NWO
SINCE 1989Proudly Serving  

Our First Nations

People-Inspired
Insurance 

(Toll Free) 

1-(800) 465-7797 www.gillons.on.ca

Fort Frances  |  Thunder Bay  |   Atikokan  |  Dryden  |  Emo  |  Rainy River  |  Red Lake  |  Sioux Lookout

Fort Frances | Thunder Bay | Atikokan | Dryden | Emo | Rainy River | Red Lake 

Sioux Lookout | Geraldton | Longlac | Kenora

Donald Pelletier
Investment Fund Advisor

1204 Unit C, Roland Street
Thunder Bay ON P7B 5M4

Bus: (807) 577-5632
Fax: (807) 623-6465

Toll Free: 1-888-626-1530
Cell: (807) 708-5632

E-mail: donald.pelletier@dfsin.ca

Multee Media Corp.
105 May Street North - Suite 114,  -  Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7C 3N9

1-807-622-1966
  www.multeemedia.ca                                   sales@multeemedia.ca

Web Design
Web Maintenance
Audio and Video Productions
Social Media and Ad Promotions

Web Maintenance

Your
One-Stop
Corporate
Identity
Solution!

53 York St. 
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1E1
Email: hmcars@bellnet.ca
www.hmcars.ca

Tel: 807-737-4643
Cell: 807-738-0047

Toll Free: 877-337-4643

Michael T. George
Owner/Manager

Licenced Repair Garage

Cars, Trucks, Commercial Vehicles, Heavy Equipment, Towing
MTO Safety Inspection, Praxair, Welding & Fabrication

Camp Loon 2016 ‘a fantastic camp’ for junior rangers
Peter Moon
Special to Wawatay News

Camp Loon 2016 is over 
and 156 Junior Canadian 
Rangers are back in their  

homes in  First Nations across 
the Far North of Ontario with  
vivid memories of the camp 
and a lot of increased aware-
ness  about how to be safe on 
the land and water and in their 
personal lifestyles.

“This was a fantastic camp,” 
said Captain John McNeil, the 
Canadian Army officer who 
commands the 750 Junior 
Rangers in 20 First Nations in 
northern Ontario. “The activi-
ties we put together for the kids 
this year really challenged them 
to self improvement.”

The annual tent camp was 
held on Springwater Lake, 50 
kilometres north of Geraldton, 
and offered a range of training 
activities over eight training 
days, including specialized 

instruction in shooting, boat-
ing, driving all -terrain vehicles, 
mountain biking, archery, 
lacrosse, and traditional arts 
and crafts. 

The Junior Rangers are a 
national program run by the 
Canadian Armed Forces for 
youth aged 12 to 18 in isolated 
communities across the North. 
It is the largest youth program 
in the Far North of Ontario.

“The kids took well to the 
instruction,” Captain McNeil 
said. “They listened and learned 
and participated well. They 
took home with them a sense 
of self pride. They learned new 
skills. Many, for instance, had 
never ridden an ATV and the 
Swim-to-Survive program was 
an important one. “

Almost all the Junior Rang-
ers developed new friendships, 
often with Junior Rangers from 
different First Nations. Many 
plan to keep in touch by e-mail 
and Facebook.

“A lot of the kids came 
from small communities and 
they were very shy,” Captain 
McNeil said. “By taking them 
out of their comfort zone and 
challenging them to work 
in a team it gradually broke 
down that shyness and helped 
them to open up and find out 
what other people are like and 
encouraged them to participate 
in the training programs.”

Master Corporal Chris 
Kataquapit is a Canadian 
Ranger from Attawapiskat, a 
community which had to deal 
with a youth suicide crisis in the 
spring.  “Camp Loon is really 
important for our communities,” 
he said. “The world is chang-
ing, really fast, with drugs and 
suicides. We need to keep our 
children safe and a camp like 
this helps the young people. 
Our leaders and our communi-
ties should give their support to 
the Canadian Armed Forces for 
having a camp like Camp Loon.  

I’d just like to see more of them. 
The kids go home better pre-
pared to deal with life.”

The cost of Camp Loon was 
about $1-million. It has been 
held annually since 2000. 
Instruction and support was 
provided by 35 Canadian Rang-
ers, who are part-time army 
reservists, and 59 other military 
personnel.

Teams from the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police, Ontario Ministry 

of Natural Resources, Thunder 
Bay’s Lakehead University, and 
the Canadian Armed Forces pro-
vided career information for the 
Junior Rangers and emphasized 
the importance of education in 
their lives.

The camp stressed safety. “Our 
people don’t take safety into their 
lives as much as they should,” 
said Master Corporal John 
Meeseetawageesic of Fort Hope. 
“We have too many accidents, 

whether it’s on an ATV, a snow 
machine, or a boat. The camp’s 
messages about safety are very 
positive messages for the kids 
and when they get home they 
pass them on to the younger kids 
in their communities.”

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the 
public affairs ranger for the 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group 
at Canadian Forces Base Bor-
den.)

photos submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers
Junior Rangers compete in a tug-of-war and participate in various boat maneuver training at Camp Loon.



Wawatay News    JULY 15, 2016    ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ 15

 Community

Have You Been Denied Services From Non-Insured 
Health Bene�ts (NIHB)?
==> Medical Transportation
==> Meals and Accommodations
==> Escorts
==> Dental Services
==> Equipment
==> Vision 

The Patient Navigator Assists Clients With
==> The Appeal Process
==>  Investigation of Incidents, Concerns and 

Complaints
==> Translation for Patient/Family
==> Education and Awareness
==>  Interpretation of the Medical Transportation 

Policy
==> Communication with NIHB
==>  We will assist you in �ling an appeal to NIHB

COMMUNITIES SERVED
Independent First Nations Alliance,  Keewaytinook  

Okimakanak, Matawa Tribal Council, Shibogama Tribal 
Council, Windigo Tribal Council, Una�liated First Nations: 

Sandy Lake, Mishkeegogamang

Patient Navigator
Direct Line: (807) 737-1623

Shibogama: (807) 737-2662 ext. 2269
Toll Free: 1-866-447-8388

Cell: (807) 737-9379
Email: navigator@shibogama.on.ca

PATIENT NAVIGATOR PROGRAM
SIOUX LOOKOUT ZONE DISTRICT
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Water safety a top 
priority for Camp 
Loon 2016
Peter Moon
Special to Wawatay News

Teaching Junior Canadian 
Rangers to be safe on the 
land, water, and in their 

personal lifestyles is the main 
focus of Camp Loon 2016, an 
annual camp for Junior Rang-
ers from across the Far North of 
Ontario, but the top priority at 
this year’s camp will be safety 
on the water.

“Water safety will be the 
most important thing this year,” 
said Captain John McNeil, the 
Canadian Army officer who 
commands the 750 Junior 
Rangers in 20 First Nations in 
Ontario. “It’s definitely not a 
skill that is used often in the 
North and it causes a lot of 
grief.”

The Far North of Ontario has 
the highest number of deaths 
by drowning among indigenous 
peoples across Canada, partly 
because of the large aboriginal 
population but mainly because 
people do not learn to swim 
because of the cold waters in 
the short summers, Captain Mc 
Neil said. 

In addition, life jackets are 
not used as often as they should 
be and people frequently fail 
to leave details of their plans 
when they go out on the water 
in boats.

The Junior Rangers at Camp 
Loon, which begins this week, 
will be taught Swim-to-Survive, 
a program that gives them the 
basic ability to swim a short dis-
tance, such as from a capsized 
boat to shore.

“They learn a lot of serious 
stuff about safety at Camp Loon 
but they will also have lots of 
opportunities to have a lot of 
fun,” Captain McNeil said.

The tent camp is held in the 
bush on Springwater Lake, 50 
kilometres north of Geraldton, 
and  will provide eight days of 
advanced training for about 
130 Junior Rangers. The Junior 
Rangers are a national youth 
program run by the Canadian 
Armed Forces for boys and 
girls aged 12 to 18 in Canada’s 
remote and isolated regions.

The camp’s opening cere-
mony is on Friday, June 24, and 
it closes on Friday, July 1.

A highlight of this year`s 
camp will be visits by staff from 
Lakehead University and Con-
federation College in Thunder 
Bay. “They are going to discuss 
with the Junior Rangers their 
aboriginal programs so those 
kids that are looking for post-
secondary education can learn 
about them,” Captain McNeil 
said. “It’s an important opportu-
nity for kids who live in remote 
areas to get that information.”

Camp Loon provides a range 
of training activities that are 
not normally available to Junior 
Rangers in their home commu-
nities. They include specialized 
instruction in shooting, boat-
ing, driving all-terrain vehicles, 
mountain biking, archery, 
lacrosse, and traditional arts 
and crafts. There is also paint-
ball, which teaches team work, 
and a confidence-building 
zip line that launches from 
a 10-metre tower and takes 
Junior Rangers for 130 metres 
over a river.

Much of the supervision and 
training at the camp is done 
by Canadian Rangers, who are 
part-time army reservists, sup-
ported by additional military 
personnel from the headquar-
ters of the 3rd Canadian Ranger 
Patrol Group at Canadian 
Forces Base Borden, near Bar-
rie, and other military units. 
Food at the camp is provided by 
a military field kitchen, whose 
cooks go out of their way to 
provide the Junior Rangers 
with food treats that are often 
not available in their home 
communities.

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the 
public affairs ranger for the 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group 
at CFB  Borden.)

photos submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers
Junior Canadian Rangers celebrate completing Swim-to-Survive training.
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WCDC o�ers comprehensive services to our  
customers, employees and to its communities  
and endeavours to provide them with the high-
est standard of products and services. We do this 
through our companies, Partners and represen-
tatives. We invite you to engage and utilize our 
expertise and o�erings.

Catering

Janitorial

Housekeeping

Camp logistics

Management

Laundry

Sanitation

Industrial  
Equipment

Safety Supplies

Prescription
Medication

Pharmaceuticals

Consultation

Directional  
Drilling

Project  
Management

Equipment  
Rentals

Subdivision 
Building

Environmental

Public Works

Contracting

Forestry Support

Mining Support

Hydro-line  
Support

Helicopter  
services

Janitorial  
Supplies

WCDC with its partners o�ers comprehensive services such as:




