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Blending Tradition with Technology

Sol Mamakwa enjoying role as one of NDP’s deputy leaders
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa 
is enjoying his role as an NDP deputy 
leader after first being appointed as one 
of two deputy leaders by interim NDP 
leader Peter Tabuns in July 2022.

“The interim leader had asked me 
if I would take on the role of dep-
uty leader and then we got our new 
Ontario NDP leader (Marit Stiles) in 
February of 2023 and she approached 
me and said she would not make 
any changes regarding that,” says 
Mamakwa, who is currently serving 
his second term as Kiiwetinoong MPP 
after being re-elected in 2022. “It’s 
been a unique experience, especially 
for a person that grew up on reserve up 
north in a fly-in First Nation — I never 
thought in my mind that I would be 
able to take on that role.”

Mamakwa says in his role as a deputy 
leader of the official 

Opposition, he sits in the front row 
of the Legislative Assembly across from 
Premier Doug Ford.

“Kiiwetinoong is a very unique rid-
ing,” Mamakwa says, noting that it is 
about 294,000 square kilometres in 
size. “It’s just so vast, and as northern-
ers, I’m able to provide that perspec-
tive, whether it’s in Sioux Lookout, 
Red Lake, Pickle Lake and even Thun-
der Bay area, to bring the views of the 
north to the caucus, (but) not only 
that, the Legislature. It’s important to 
present that at that level to make sure 
that perspective is brought forward at 
the Legislature.”

Mamakwa says the official Opposi-
tion’s role is to critique the provincial 
government’s decisions.

“As First Nations people, we’ve been 
the caretakers of these lands for a long 
time and I know there is a right way 
of doing it that makes sure everybody 

that uses these lands and the traditional 
territories, the land rights holders, the 
treaty rights holders, that they’re spo-
ken to and I think that’s very impor-
tant,” Mamakwa says.

Mamakwa says the NDP also has a 
party position on the legislation that is 
tabled in the Legislature.

“Sometimes we have to have these 
internal talks, caucus meetings,” 
Mamakwa says. “Sometimes I’m chair-
ing these meetings and being able to 
facilitate some of the things that are 
happening in the room, so I keep 
in touch with the leadership as well, 
whether it’s the leader but also the 
house leader. The house leader pro-
vides the legislative leadership and what 
happens in the Legislature.”

Mamakwa says it is important to 
bring the stories of what happens on 
reserve and in Kiiwetinoong to the 
Legislature.

“The Ontario Legislature, the gov-
ernment system, the machinery of 
government, all that was never built 
for First Nations people,” Mamakwa 
says. “The first time running, I knew 
it wasn’t built for people that looked 
like me, people that were raised like 
me. I’ve been able to see how colonial-
ism works, I get to see how oppression 
works, I get to see how racism works 
on a daily basis when I’m in the House, 
and I think being a Member of Provin-
cial Parliament I see how jurisdiction is 
used as an excuse not to do anything 
on reserve.”

Mamakwa says he continues to raise 
issues on reserve such as health, educa-
tion, infrastructure, youth suicide, the 
mental health crisis and the water crisis 
as they are issues raised by people in his 
riding and because the provincial gov-
ernment was also a signatory to Treaty 
#9.

“I still have 12 or 13 long-term 
boil water advisories in my riding,” 

Mamakwa says. “Those issues that I 
bring forth, these are the social deter-
minants of health. As a leader, I am 
able to create awareness through 
my role because every morning I am 
given an opportunity to speak on these 
things as a team leader and as a leader. 
I always tell them we cannot forget 
the north, we cannot forget northern 
Ontario because no matter where you 
go in northern Ontario, we need to 

bring more services closer to home.”
Mamakwa says it has been an hon-

our to represent Kiiwetinoong as its 
MPP in the Legislature, noting that he 
has a vision of First Nations working 
together on mental health, housing and 
business.

“What if we had our own stores, 
what if we had our own fuel compa-
nies, what if we had our own pharmacy, 
our own airlines, what if we had our 

own construction companies, building 
supplies, all those things,” Mamakwa 
says. “Just imagine if we worked 
together and it would be industry, it 
would be government coming to us 
wanting to work with us, not the other 
way around where we go to the gov-
ernment. That’s the vision I have, that’s 
the hope that I have.”

ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓄᓭᓂ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐸᐣ 2023 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᒉᓯᑲ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ (ᕑᐊᐱᐣᓴᐣ) ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ 
ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐅᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓄᓭᓂ 
ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐸᐣ ᐅᑕᑕᐁᐧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 2023.

“ᑲᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓄᓭ, ᐣᑕᐸᒋᑐᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑲᑕᔑᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐸᐯᒋᓭᐠ ᑲᐱᐊᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐊᒥ 
ᐱᑯ ᐃᒪ ᐁᑕᔑᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ ᐣᑕᑕᐊᐧᓇᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑕᔑᑲᐯᔑᐠ. “ᓇᐦᐃᓭ 
ᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓇᒋᑫᔭᐣ, ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᐣᑕᓄᑭ 
ᐁᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᔭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐣᑐᒋᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᑐᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᐣᑕᑕᐁᐧᑲᒥᑯᐢ.”

ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒪᒋᑐᓇᐸᐣ 
ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐱ 
ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧᐸᐊᐧᑕᑭᐸᐣ ᓂᔓᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ.

“ᐣᑭᐸᐊᐧᒧᓇᐸᐣ ᐁᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐊᒪᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᑲ ᓂᑭᐱᐅᒋ 
ᓂᑕᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᓯᓇᐸᐣ, ᐱᑯ ᐁᑕ 
ᐁᑭᐱᒧᒋ ᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᔭᐣ 
ᑲᐱᐅᐱᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐣᑭᔭᓂᐳᓂᑐᐣ 
ᑲᓂᐅᓂᑭᐦᐃᑯᒪᐃᐧᔭᐣ. ᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ 
ᑯᐡᑯᓯᔭᐣ ᑲᑭᐸᐊᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᐁᑭᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ 

ᒋᑯᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᓂᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᐸᐊᐧᑕᒪᐸᐣ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᑕᑦ ᑭᑐᑕᑦ ᐁᑭᔭᓂ 

ᐊᔭᑕᐊᐧᑫᐨ ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑐᑌᒪᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐣ.

“ᑲᔭᓂᓯᓭ ᑕᐡ ᒥᔑᓇᐧ ᐁᑭᐊᔭᑕᒥᑯᔭᐣ 
ᐱᓂᐡ ᐁᑭᔭᓂᑌᐱᓇᒪᐣ ᒋᒪᒋᑕᒪᓱᔭᐣ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᐣᒋᐱᑲᑲᓄᓂᑯ ᐁᐃᐧᐊᑕᒥᑯᔭᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᓂᐣ ᐱᑯ ᑲᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋ ᑲᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᔭᐣ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᐱᑲᐧᑕᑭᐠ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓄᑯᐠ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᔦᔭᑭᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ. ᐊᓂᓂᑯ ᒥᔑᓀᐧᐠ ᐸᐸᑲᓀᐠ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᔦᔭᓂᐠ ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᐨ 

ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᑐᒋᐃᓀᑕᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᒥᑭᓯᑲᐧᓱᐃᐧᓂ.

“ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒪᒋᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᐣᑭᑫᑕᐣ 
ᐁᐸᐸᑲᓀᑭᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᔭᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᔦᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ 
ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ 

ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᑭᔑᐊᑯᑲᒋᑲᑌᓂᐊᐧᐣ 

ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓂᐠ, ᒥᓂᑲᐧᑲᓂᐠ, ᐊᓯᐊᐧᒋᑲᓇᐱᑯᐠ, 
ᐊᐳᓴᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂ ᐊᑯᒋᑲᓂᐠ, 
ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒥᑐᐃᐧᐯᐸᓄᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᑯ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐁᒥᓄᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓇᐠ ᐁᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒪᒋᔭᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ ᐁᑭᐱᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᒥᑐᓂ 
ᐱᑯ ᑭᐱᒥᓄᓭ, ᒥᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐣᐱᓇᓇᓯᑲᑯᐠ 
ᐁᐱᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐊᒧᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ ᒥᔑᐣ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᑲᐧ 
ᑭᒋᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐊᑯᑲᑐᔭᐣ ᐣᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑲᐣ ᐅᑕᑕᐊᐧᓂᐠ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᐧᓀᑕ ᐅᐱᒧᑐᐣ 

ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᔭᐊᐧᓯᐣ 
ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ.

“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐣᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᐅᒋᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐸᐸᒥᔭᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᐱᑕᑯᐱᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᑭᒋ 
ᒋᒪᓇᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒪᔭᑦ 
ᑲᐃᔑᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐣᑕᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᐁᐸᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐱᐊᔭᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪ ᑲᑕᐅᒋᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ. ᐱᑯ ᓇᓇᑲ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐸᐱᔕᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᒪ ᐣᑕᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ.”

ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᐱᑭᒋᐊᑕᒪᑲᓄ ᐁᐧᑎ 

ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᐣᑐᓭᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒐᒪᓂ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᒋᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 

ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᑕᐡ ᒥᑕᐦᐃ 
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐊᑕᒥᔑᐊᐧᐨ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ.
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐊᓇᐣ 

ᒥᓂᑲᐧᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᑎᑲᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᐧᒋᑲᓇᐱᑯᐣ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐅᑎᔑᐃᐧᑫᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᒪᐡᑲᐊᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐁᑲ ᒋᔕᐳᐱᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᔑᔭᐠ 
ᑲᑲᓯᔭᐸᐊᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ.

“ᐣᑐᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪ Ingaged Cre-
ative Productions, ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ, ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐅᑕᓂᑲᐧᔭᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᓂᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᓇᓇᐱᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᓂᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ, ᑲᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ, 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒥᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᐅᑐᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᑲᐣ 
ᐁ ᐅ ᒋ ᐱ ᒥ ᐊ ᑕ ᐁ ᐧ ᑕ ᒪ ᐊ ᐧ ᑲ ᓄ ᐨ 
ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ Ingaged. 
“ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐃᑐᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐣᑕᑭᐊᐱᒋᓯᓇᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ 
ᑲᐱᒋᑲᐡᑭᑐᐸᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᐅᓇᑕᒪᑐᐊᐧᐠ 

ᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᐨ ᑯᑕᐠ ᐸᑲᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
XSPEX, ᑲᐅᒋᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᐅᐡᑭᔑᑯᑲᓇᐱᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑲᐧᒋᐠ 

ᓇᐣᑕ ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ.
“ᑲᑎᐯᑕᐠ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᑭᐱᔕᐸᐣ 

ᐣᑕᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ 
ᐁᐃᐧᔭᐸᒋᑐᐨ ᐯᔑᐠ ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂ 
ᐁᐃᔑᐊᑯᑲᑐᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑐᐡᑭ ᐅᐡᑭᔑᑯᑲᓂᐠ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. 
“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐣᑭᐃᔑᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧ ᐯᔑᐠ 
ᓂᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑲᓂ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᓂ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒥᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑕᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐅᒪ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ. ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᒥᓇ 
ᐯᔑᑫᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᑎᓇᒪᐣ ᐅᐡᑭᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑫᔭᓄᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᑲᐧ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ.”
ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ 

ᐅᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᐣ, ᒪᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ, ᑕᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᓂ 
ᐃᒪ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ ᔪᓂᐳᕑᓯᑎ ᑕᐣᑐᕑᐅᓫᑊᐢ 
ᐅᐱᒪᑫᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐠ ᐅᔑᐱᑲᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒋᒪᓯᓂᔑᓂᐨ.

“ᑭᐅᓇᒋᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᑭᒋᓀᓂᒥᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐯᔑᑲᐧ ᑎᐱᑲᓂᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ ᐱᓯᑦ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᐅᐱᒪᑫᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐠ ᐅᑲ ᑭᑭᐡᑲᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐊᒪᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑎᐱᑲᐠ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒪᒪᑭᓯᐠ. “ᐣᑭᐊᐣᑐᒥᑯᐠ ᒋᔕᔭᐣ ᐊᐱ 
ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐣᒋᑫᑕᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᔑᐱᑲᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa, pictured with national NDP leader Jagmeet Singh and Fort William Chief Michele Solomon, 
is enjoying his role as one of two provincial NDP deputy leaders.
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 Business

Mamakeesick Roots a success in 2023
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Jessica Mamakeesick 
(Robinson)’s business Mama-
keesick Roots has been a success 
since she opened it up in the 
Goods and Co. urban market in 
June 2023.

“(It’s) great, I use the space 
as my own studio so if it’s a slow 
day with selling I’m still creat-
ing artwork,” says Mamakeesick, 
a citizen. “It works out fine for 
me, I’m constantly working and 
painting and creating in my lit-
tle space in there.”

Mamakeesick says she began 
doing her art after having a 
dream two years ago.

“I had a random dream that 
I was painting Indigenous art,” 
Mamakeesick says. “I didn’t 
have any experience with paint-
ing before that, I used to just 
doodle and sketch when I was 
growing up but ran out of time 
as I became a young parent. I 
woke up from that dream and 
just decided to try the next day 
and I haven’t stopped painting 
since.”

Mamakeesick says she first 
started to sell her work online 
and to friends and family.

“I got opportunity after 
opportunity which has led me 
to owning my own business 
and still creating connections 
everywhere,” Mamakeesick 
says. “I paint original art, it’s 
like I would say a Woodland 
style mixed with modern mixed 
with my own style, like dot art. 
There’s just so many different 
styles incorporated into it.”

Mamakeesick says the dots 
on her artwork reminds her of 
beadwork.

“That’s just why I like doing 
it,” Mamakeesick says. “I know 
there are a lot of different 
nationalities out there that do 
the dot art too.”

Mamakeesick says she also 
has her artwork on clothing, 
mugs, planter pots, keychains, 
greeting cards and prints.

“(There’s been) a lot of 
positive reactions, like it’s very 
unique, they haven’t seen any-
thing like it before,” Mama-

keesick says. “It’s been a very 
positive experience, which has 
led to people approaching me 
for opportunities like designing 
logos for multiple organizations 
and partnering up with big 
companies to put my logo on 
their merchandise.”

Mamakeesick says she is a 
sole proprietor and does not 
have any staff for her business.

“Goods and Co. is great 
because it’s a touristy spot,” 
Mamakeesick says. “They have 
the cruise ships coming in, it’s 
a great location for people to 
shop for gifts that are made by 
local companies. I get a whole 
assortment of people coming 
in.”

Mamakeesick says she had 
some good sales from a group 
of people from Germany.

“They loved the Native art-
work so I did get a lot of sales 
from that one,” Mamakeesick 
says.

Mamakeesick says she paints 
the mugs and planter pots her-
self and then coats the painting 
with a sealer so it will be water-
proof and dishwasher friendly.

“I work with Ingaged Cre-
ative Productions, they do all 
of my printing so they help 
me with my journals, all of my 
prints, my stickers, my cards,” 
Mamakeesick says, noting that 
she is a marketplace artist with 
Ingaged. “If it wasn’t for that 
relationship between us, I prob-
ably wouldn’t have come this far 
as I have now.”

Mamakeesick says she 
recently collaborated with 
XSPEX, which produces eye-
wear for people with active life-
styles such as goggles and sun-
glasses.

“The owner came into my 
store and just got inspired to 
use one of my designs for their 
new ski goggles this year,” 
Mamakeesick says. “I sent him 
a copy of one of my images and 
it’s being produced and it will 
sell across Canada. So that’s a 
new connection I’ve made so 
we’ll be working together in the 
future too.”

Mamakeesick adds that one 
of her images, of a wolf, will be 

featured on a Lakehead Univer-
sity Thunderwolves team jersey.

“They have an Indigenous 

appreciation night coming up 
in January so all of the hockey 
players will be wearing a jer-

sey with my logo on it for that 
night,” Mamakeesick says. 
“They invited me to that game 

so I’m excited for that just to 
see my artwork on there.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Jessica Mamakeesick (Robinson) shows one of her artworks in her Mamakeesick Roots business, which she opened in June 2023 in the 
Goods and Co. urban market in Thunder Bay.
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2024
SKANDIC
LE 600 EFI 85HP H3196

$112
Bi-weekly+HST

YOUR                          VALUE
HEADQUARTERS

1230 Carrick Street, Thunder Bay
(807) 622-2626

halfwaymotorspowersports.com

2024
TUNDRA LE

600 EFI 85HP H3042

$99
Bi-weekly+HST

2024
SUMMIT NEO

ALL NEW MID-SIZE H3041

$87
Bi-weekly+HST

Finance example $10,000 @ 8.99% for 84 months = $74.23 bi-weekly. Total interest $3,510.56. Total obligation $13,510.56. Payments
include Freight ($640), Dealer Preparation ($495) and Administration Fee ($199). HST is extra. © 2024 Bombardier Recreational Products
Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Always ride responsibly and safely.

OUR BEST VALUE!

146" TRACK W/1.75" PADDLE

BEST FOR FISHING, 20" TRACK

120
IN STOCK
AND ON
ORDER!

MSRP $10,199

MSRP $13,649

MSRP $11,649

Wolf Tracks revamps business model
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Wolf Tracks store in 
Thunder Bay is undergoing a 
change as owners Ed and Max-
ine Wesley are doing more pro-
motional tours for their Max-
Wear fabric art murals. Peter 
Wesley and his partner Candace 
Wesley and Joan Esquega are 
now involved more with the 
store on Simpson St.

“I’m mostly promoting 
and selling my wife’s fabric art 
murals,” says Ed, who does sales 
and marketing at Max-Wear and 
Wolf Tracks. “We do our art-
ist tour with our murals, so we 
pick a date, either it’s (in the) 
fall time before Christmas, then 
spring and the summer.”

Ed says they recently did a 
promotional tour to Timmins, 
North Bay, Témiscaming, Que-
bec, Sault Ste. Marie, Orillia and 
other locations.

“Each design is different,” 
Ed says. “We do family themes, 
some of them are animal clans 
and sometimes we do corporate 
orders with logos.”

Peter, artist at Wolf Tracks, 
says the changeover to operat-
ing the store has been “pretty 
good” so far.

“It’s been easy to transition 
over since we’ve been running 
it basically when they’re not 
here,” Peter says. “They showed 
me how to run the whole 
thing. Our future goal is to 
have maybe 50 or 60 different 
designs, just keep them coming 
with more designs, more variety 
so people can choose from.”

In addition to his usual 

designs, Peter has also altered 
some of his original artwork 
to be more suitable for screen 
printing, such as a portrait of an 
Elder.

“I had to change up the 
design on that (portrait), just 
to try to make it a little more 
simple to put it on a sweater,” 
Peter says.

Peter says one of the big 
changes he has seen with the 
business is their increased use of 
the Internet.

“Before we used to just do 
advertising in newspapers and 
restaurant placemats,” Peter 
says. “That worked, but now it’s 
a lot better because everyone’s 
on the Internet now.”

Peter says another change is 
doing more designs for a heat 
press process on t-shirts, sweat-
ers and hoodies.

“People have been asking for 
different colours in the design 
instead of just making it black 
and white,” Peter says. “So we 
just started designing with more 
colours.”

Peter says Candace usu-
ally chooses the colours for the 
designs that he created for the 
heat press process.

“(The heat press process) 
really opened it up for us to be 
more creative with our colours,” 
says Candace, store manager, 
sales and marketing at Wolf 
Tracks. “And not only that, have 
more detail into our designs.”

Candace says they outsource 
the screen printing and heat 
press printing for the t-shirts, 
sweaters and hoodies.

“He does awesome work, 
very professional and reliable,” 

Candace says.
Candace says they have been 

to adding more of an updated 
feel to the store.

“(We’re) making it more cus-
tomer friendly, making sure that 
our designs are seen properly 
and, most importantly, that we 
can find our products easily,” 

Candace says. “We have some 
display cases here too.”

Candace says Joan creates 
a range of “beautiful” neck-
laces and earrings, which are 
displayed in a display case, and 
Ed has a range of caps with his 
designs and logo for sale as well.

“That’s something we want 

to look into more is getting 
more hats in with different 
designs too,” Candace says.

Candace says they also have a 
range of pillows with designs by 
Maxine.

“They’re great Christmas 
gifts so we try to bring more 
volume in during special holi-

days,” Candace says.
Candace says the store loca-

tion is great.
“The building’s awesome 

because the ceilings are high so 
we can do a lot with that,” Can-
dace says. “We have some good 
traffic here.”

ᒪᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᑲᐊᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᓇᑭᑐᐣ 
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᒪᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᑲᐊᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ 
ᐯ ᐅᐃᐧᐊᐣᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑲᑎᐯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐟ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐠᓯᐣ 
ᐁᐧᐢᓫᐃ ᐁᐃᐧᐸᐸᒥᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᒋᑭᑫᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᑕᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒪᐠᐢ 
ᐁᐧᕑ ᑲᓇᓯᓂᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓂ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᐱᑐᕑ ᐁᐧᐢᓫᐃ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐁᐧᐢᓫᐃ ᒥᓇ 
ᒍᐣ ᐃᐢᑫᐧᑲ ᐊᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ 
ᐁᐸᐸᒥᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐃᒪ 
ᓯᑦᓴᐣ ᒥᑲᓇᐠ.

“ᐃᐁᐧ ᓂᐣ ᐣᑎᓇᓄᑭ 
ᐁᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᒋᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐣᑕᑕᐊᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᑲᐣ 
ᑲᐅᔑᑐᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᐟ, 
ᐃᓇᓄᑭ ᐃᒪ ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᓇᑐᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ 
ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᓂᐠ ᒪᐠᐢ ᐁᐧᕑ ᒥᓇ 
ᒪᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᑲᐊᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᓇᐣ, 
“ᐣᐸᐸᒥᔭᒥᐣ ᐁᐸᐸᒥᐃᐧᑐᔭᐠ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᐣᑐᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐊᐱ ᑫᐃᔑᐸᐸᒥᔭᔭᐠ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᓂᑕᑲᐧᑭᐠ ᑲᓂᒪᐧᔦ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᓂᓯᑲᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᓂᐱᐠ.”
ᐁᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᐃᔕᐸᓂᐠ 

ᑲᑭᐸᐸᒥ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᑕᐁᐧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᐧᑎ  ᑎᒥᐣᐢ, 
ᓇᐧᕑᐟ ᐯ, ᑎᒥᐢᑲᒥᐣᐠ, ᑯᐯᐠ, ᓱ ᓭᐣᐟ 
ᒪᕑᐃ, ᐅᕑᐃᕑᐃᔭ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

“ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᐃᔑᓇᑯᒋᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐸᐯᔑᐠ ᑲᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐁᐟ. “ᐣᑕᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ, ᐊᑎᐟ ᒥᓇ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᔑᔑ ᐅᑐᑌᒥᒪᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᐡᑲᑦ ᐣᑐᑕᒥᐣ ᑭᒋᐊᓄᑭ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᓇᑐᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐣᑐᔑᑐᒥᐣ.”
ᐱᑐᕑ, ᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᔑᑐᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 

ᐃᒪ ᒪᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᑲᐊᐧᓇᐣ, ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᑭᐊᐣᒋᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᒋᑭᐅᒋᐊᓂᒥᓭᐠ.

“ᑭᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᔑᐱᒥ ᐊᐣᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᓂᐡ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᑲᑭᐱᒥᐃᐧᑐᔭᐠ 
ᐁᑲ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐊᔭᐊᐧᐸᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᑐᕑ. “ᐣᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᑯᐠ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑫᑯᐣ. 

ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒥᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐊᔭᔭᐠ 50 
ᓇᐣᑕ 60 ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ 
ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑲᓇᐣ, ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐱᒥ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑲᓇᐣ, ᒋᐸᐸᑲᓂᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ 
ᒋᐅᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐊᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐱᐃᔑᒪᒋᐸᐣ, 

ᐱᑐᕑ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᐸᐸᑲᓂᑐᓇᐣ 
ᐊᑎᐟ ᓂᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᐱᔑᓇᑯᑐᐸᐣ 
ᐅᒪᓯᓂᒋᑲᓇᐣ ᑫᐅᒋ 
ᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᒪᓯᓇᑭᓱᐨ 
ᑭᒋᐦᐊ.

“ ᐣ ᑭ ᐸ ᑲ ᓂ ᓇ ᑯ ᑐ ᓇ ᐸ ᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓇᑯᑐᔭᐸᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ ᑲᒪᓯᓇᑭᓱᐨ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ, ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᒋᒥᔑᓀᐧᑭᓇᑲᐧᐠ 
ᑐᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒋᔑᐊᑯᑲᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓂᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᑐᕑ.
ᐱᑐᕑ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᔑᑫᐧᐠ 

ᑲᑭᐱᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ ᐸᑲᓂᓭᓂᐠ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᑕᐦᐃ ᐁᔭᐸᑕᐠ 
ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᐠ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᓯᓭᑭᐸᐣ 
ᓂᑭᐅᒋᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒥᓇᐸᐣ ᐣᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐯᐸᓄᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᓯᓂᑲᒥᑯ 
ᐊᐱᑭᓯᒋᑲᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᑐᕑ. 
“ᑭᐱᐊᓄᑭᓭ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᒥᓄᓭ ᐊᓂᐡ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᐅᑕᐸᒋᑐᐣ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐣ.”
ᐱᑐᕑ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑯᑕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᐣ 

ᑲᐃᔑᐸᑲᓂᓭᐠ ᑲᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐃᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᑯᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᑲᑐᑎᓀᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ 
ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᔕᐱᑭᑌᐠ ᐊᐸᑕᐣ 
ᐁᔭᑲᐧᑎᓂᑫᒪᑲᐠ.

“ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᐱᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᓇᓯᓇᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑕ ᐱᑯ ᑲᒪᑲᑌᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᑲᐊᐧᐸᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᑐᕑ. “ᒥᑕᐡ 
ᑲᑭᔭᓂᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᓇᓇᑲ ᑲᐃᓇᓯᓇᑌᑭᐣ 
ᓂᑭᔭᓂᐊᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ.”
ᐱᑐᕑ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᐧᐣ 

ᐅᑕᓂᐅᓀᑕᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᓯᓇᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑫᐃᔑᐊᑯᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᒋᐣ ᑫᐃᔑᐊᑯᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ.

“ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐊᐸᑕᐠ ᑲᑭᔕᐱᑭᑌᐠ 
ᑲᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑫᒪᑲᐠ ᐣᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᑫᑯᓇ ᒋᐅᔑᑐᔭᐠ 
ᑲᐃᓇᓯᓇᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ, ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᐃᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐃᒪ ᒪᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᑲᐊᐧᑲᓇᐣ. 

“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑕ ᐃᐁᐧ. ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᐅᒋᓇᓇᑲᐃᐧᓇᑲᐧᓄᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐅᔑᑐᔭᐠ.”
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐸᑲᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ 

ᐅ ᒋ ᑐ ᒋ ᑫ ᑕ ᒪ ᐊ ᐧ ᑲ ᓄ ᐊ ᐧ ᐠ 
ᒋᐅᔑᑕᒪᐃᑕᐧ ᐅᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ 
ᑭᒋᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐠ.

“ᒥᑐᓂ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᔑᒪᒋ ᑲᐅᔑᑐᐨ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓄᓇᔭᐠ, ᒥᓇᐧᔑᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑕᓴᐧ ᐃᐧᐸᐨ ᐅᑕᓂᔑᑐᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ.
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑭᔭᓂ 

ᓇᓇᑭᐅᐡᑭᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ 
ᐅᑕᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᐣᑭᐃᔑᑐᒥᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᒥᓀᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ, 
ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐯᑌᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ 
ᑲᐊᑕᐊᐧᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋᒥᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᓇᒋᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑫᐧᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ. “ᐣᑕᔭᒥᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᒋᐅᒋᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.”
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒍᐣ ᐅᑐᔑᑐᓇᐣ 

ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒥᓇᐧᔑᓂᑭᐣ ᑲᐡᑫᐧᐱᓱᓇᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᓇᐱᑕᐊᐧᑫᐱᓱᓇᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ 
ᐃᔑᐊᓴᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐸᐸᐳᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐱᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐟ ᐅᑕᔭᓇᐣ 
ᐊᑐᑎᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᐅᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇ ᒥᓇ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᐊᐧᐣ.

“ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᐠ 
ᐊᑐᑎᓇᐣ ᒋᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᔭᐠ ᐸᐸᑲᐣ 
ᒋᐊᔭᑭᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᓯᓇᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ.
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᓇᓇᑲ 

ᐁᔑᓇᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐱᑫᐧᔑᒧᓇᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᑭᐊᑲᐧᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᒪᐠᓯᐣ.

“ᑭᑕᑭᐃᔑᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑫ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᒥᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᒋᑭᔑᑲᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐣᑎᐢ.
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᑕᑲᐧᐠ 

ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᒥᓇᔑᐣ.
“ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ ᒥᓇ 

ᐃᐡᐸᐦᐅᑲᑌ ᒥᔑᓀᐧᐠ ᐣᑲᑭᑐᑕᒥᐣ 
ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑲᐣᑎᐢ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑕᔑᓀ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐱᒥᐸᐱᑎᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᒪ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Peter and Candace Wesley are looking after the Wolf Tracks store in Thunder Bay as Ed and Maxine Wesley are doing more promotional 
tours for their Max-Wear fabric art murals.
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Last month I talked about 
the different ways to 
define when winter 

begins. Part of the reason I did 
this is because the December 
issue of Wawatay News was first 
available on the day after the 
Winter Solstice, which signals 
the beginning of winter.

This month one of the top-
ics is when is winter half over. 
Of course, if we were to define 
winter as half over when half the 
snow had fallen or we had used 
up half of our winter firewood 
we would actually have to wait 
until the “end of winter”.

The famous Ground Hog 
Day is considered to be a mid-
point of winter. Maybe the 
following will connect some 
dots and dates. The Winter 
Solstice happened on December 
21. The Spring Equinox hap-
pens March 20, 90 days later. 
Ground Hog Day is in the mid-
dle of what is known as astro-
nomical winter, 45 days from 
the Winter Solstice. Of course, 
if the furry forecaster sees its 
shadow, it means winter persists 
for six more weeks. In this part 
of the world some kind of ver-
sion of winter is likely in those 
weeks to astronomical spring, 
shadow or no shadow.

Another way of defining 
winter is to keep track of the 
three coldest months, Decem-
ber through February. Meteo-
rologists and climatologists 
start winter on the first day of 

December and end it at mid-
night on the final day of Febru-
ary. Hmmm, 2024 is a Leap 
year. We have an extra day of 
winter on February 29, 2024.

This puts January 15 or 16 
at the halfway point and hap-
pens to fit with the usual format 
of this column, a summary of 
the previous six weeks and a 
weather outlook for the next six 
weeks.

 
December the 
warmest on record

December was the warm-
est on record across Northern 
Ontario and exceptionally 
warm throughout the province 
of Ontario. Thunder Bay was 
10°C warmer than average. 
Most days featured melting 
temperatures and snow on 
the ground was absent until 
New Year’s Eve. A broad area 
from Kenora to Moosonee 
and Kapuskasing had average 
temperatures of 9°C and 7°C 
warmer than average.

Unusually warm tempera-
tures took place in the first week 
of December, mid-month 
and from around Dec. 21 to 
Dec. 29. Also unusual, was an 
extended period when tem-
peratures remained about 0°C. 
This spanned a week (Dec. 21 
to Dec. 28) in Thunder Bay 
and two or three days in other 
locations.

Another approach to check 
how warm it was in December 
is to look at how many locations 
in the region experienced cold 
temperatures. I was surprised 
only 3 of 72 locations had tem-
peratures of -25°C or colder, 
Weagamow Lake, Muskrat Dam 
and Sandy Lake. I then was 
curious how this compared to 
the previous December (2022) 
which was a relatively average 

temperature December. Almost 
all places in Northern Ontario 
recorded minimum tempera-
tures at or colder than -25°C at 
some point in the month. Only 
locations very close to Lake 
Superior and Lake Huron, or 
islands in these lakes (and Lake 
Nipigon) were “warmer” than 
this threshold. 

December 2023 in the region 
was more like a typical Novem-
ber.

 
December  
Precipitation

Total precipitation amounts 
were lower than normal in most 
of the region, for example Sioux 
Lookout was 50% of average, 
Sudbury 24% and Timmins 
27%. The ratio between rain and 
snow was very unusual, much 
more rain than snow rather 
than the opposite. Both snow-
fall and snowcover amounts 
were both well below average. 
Many locations received much 
of their  monthly precipitation 
on or around Christmas Day 
as substantial and record rain-
fall. Thunder Bay for example 
received 16 mm.

Much of Northern Ontario 
was snow free on Christmas 
morning. An “official white 
Christmas” has at least two cm/
one inch of snow on the ground 
on Christmas morning. Back in 
the 20th Century in Thunder 
Bay (and most of the region) 
the odds of this happening were 
100%.

If not a “white Christmas” 
on Dec. 25 it has to be “brown” 
right? Brown was the colour of 
the landscape, but a week of rel-
atively warm temperatures plus 
substantial rainfalls on Decem-
ber 25 and 26 resulted in some 
“green up” in late December.

Lake effect snow was experi-

enced east of Lake Superior on 
Dec. 13. Heavy snow, about 16 
cm, fell from Sault Ste Marie 
to Wawa. Short durations of 
freezing rain occurred at many 
locations in the region in 
December.

 
Weather in early 
2024.

            As readers likely 
recall, the weather flipped from 
balmy and minor snow amounts 
to something like winter in the 
final day or two of last year. 
Close to seasonal temperatures 
were in place for the first two 
weeks of January. Week three 
featured a colder air mass that 
was stalled over western Canada 
and had flowed east. However, 
this cold air modified and the 
extreme cold was not experi-
enced in Northern Ontario.

 
Outlook for January 
and February

Most medium-range forecasts 
are suggesting a fairly abrupt 
switch back to above seasonal 
temperatures in the final week 
of January. There are some 
predictions that relatively dry 
conditions will continue.

 I have mentioned El Niño in 
recent months. The water tem-
peratures in the tropical Pacific 
continue to be well above aver-
age. A strong El Niño results 
in milder temperatures and less 
snowfall than average in North-
ern Ontario. Usually, as has 
happened this year, the North-
west tends to be warmer and 
dryer than the Northeast.

 Often in the past the El 
Nino effect breaks down occa-
sionally, (or takes a holiday?) for 
a week or two. Another cold 
snap may arrive.

Half-Way Point of Winter

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Thunder Bay-Superior North MP Patty Hajdu says the taking away of Indigenous children and the loss of their languages was part 
of a process to strip Indigenous people of their power during Thunder Bay’s Residential School Survivor Ceremony on at Hillcrest 
Park. 
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New Year Resolution 
For Peace 

I recall being at home as a 
boy in our small three bed-
room house in Attawapiskat 

in the 1980s. We were a huge 
family of nine children and two 
parents and at one point we 
lived with our Mooshoom (our 
grandfather) James Kataquapit. 
We lived a relatively quiet life in 
the north and every night dad 
would turn on the television to 
watch the nightly news. We sel-
dom understood what was hap-
pening in the world because we 
felt we were far removed from 
everyone and everything in our 
small remote community in the 
wilderness. 

Mom and dad were always so 
amazed and confused as to how 
and why parts of the world still 
fought and killed one another 
in major wars and conflicts. It 
confused us all that one group 
of people could be brought 
to the point of wanting to kill 
many others they disliked or 
disagreed with. Over the years 
I have gained some knowledge 
about war and much of it from 
reading history but also from 
those who fought in war. 

My grandfather James 
Kataquapit was a First World 
War veteran and he excited our 
family with stories of cities to 
the south, travelling over great 
oceans, seeing far away lands 
and witnessing the destruc-
tion of the First World War. 
At least my Mooshoom James 
came back. My great grandfa-
ther John Chookomolin also 
left for this war but he was less 
fortunate as he succumbed to 
the Spanish Flu in the United 
Kingdom where he died in 
1917. His loss left his wife Mag-
gie and daughter Louise who is 
my grandmother alone in the 
wilderness. 

Maggie died soon after which 
left my grandmother orphaned 
during a time and place in the 
north when it meant life or 
death for a small child. John’s 
death in the First World War 
changed the course of my fam-
ily’s history. 

Twenty other young Indig-
enous men left for this war from 
Attawapiskat and the histories 
of their families was severely 
altered because of a world con-
flict they did not understand on 
the other side of planet. 

My partner Mike’s family was 
affected by the Second World 
War and he lost his uncle and 
his dad was injured. It is sad to 
think that even after so many 
years, the news stories of war 

still look the same to me now as 
they did when I was a child up 
north. None of it really makes 
sense.

One thing I have learned is 
that modern war is promoted in 
a way that doesn’t really tell the 
truth. Academics and research-
ers have put forward time and 
again that war is not the answer 
to the differences we face with 
one another. 

Academics like the 
reknowned Noam Chomsky 
have pointed out we conve-
niently ignore the fact that our 
world spends trillions of dollars 
towards military answers to 
conflicts while we issue only a 
fraction of that amount towards 
peace and negotiation. War is 
all about money and people get 
rich on it.

I believe it is up to all of us to 
find the courage and strength 
to demand from all our leaders 
that peaceful means are found 
to negotiate problems. Thou-
sands of people are being killed 
now in Gaza and hundreds of 
thousands have lost their lives in 
the Ukraine/Russian war. What 
is wrong with us? Can’t we find 
the source of the problems that 
lead to these wars and negotiate 
a solution that benefits every-
one. 

The wealthy who ben-
efit financially from war rarely 
experience the pain of war but 
young men and women are 
pushed into conflicts where 
they are terrorized, maimed 
and killed. We fund the govern-
ments that go to war so we have 
the right to tell them they can 
not use these funds to kill. 

When I turn on my mod-
ern digital video news feed it 
amazes me that I am still con-
fused and I feel helpless in the 
same way I did when I was a 
boy in the northern wilderness. 
The only thing that gives me 
hope is that people have started 
to protest in the streets to form 
anti war movements. I hope 
that in this New Year 2024, we 
can find a new way forward and 
that peace will become a mantra 
for our future. 

I feel so much sadness and 
pain when I see the devasta-
tion of war in the media and I 
believe that has to do with the 
first hand personal experience 
I have had in losing my great-
grandfather and witnessing the 
affects on my grandfather who 
went to war. 

Maybe, just maybe we can 
all rise up through organizing 
protests in the streets, running 
a letter writing campaign to our 
members of parliament and urg-
ing our media to provide deep 
coverage of war. This would be 
a New Year’s resolution I could 
support. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Former grand chief Harvey 
Yesno enjoyed learning more 
about tools during the Builder’s 
Challenge at the First Nations 
Housing Conference, held at 
the Valhalla Hotel and Confer-
ence Centre in Thunder Bay. 
The Builder’s Challenge fea-
tured demonstrations on mea-
suring and marking, drills and 
drivers, jig saws and reciprocat-
ing saws by former Mr. Chips 
TV host Jon Eakes.

“It’s the different blades, like 
wood and the cutting of that 
leather,” Yesno says. “I’ve used 
the jig saw before but it’s basi-
cally a jig saw with one blade 
to do everything. Now you’ve 
got (blades) for metal like alu-
minum, linoleum or leather, this 
is great.”

Eakes says they focused on 
tools this year because many 
people are not sure of all the 
potential uses of the different 
tools.

“For instance there are many 
ways of using a tape measure to 
find something like the centre 
of a board without measuring,” 
Eakes says. “I love that because 
every time you measure, par-
ticularly in fractions in inches, 
the math becomes impossible 
— divide 13 and five-eights by 
three.”

Eakes says one of the jig saw 
or reciprocating saw blades they 
demonstrated was a blade with 
no teeth with a knife edge.

“So it doesn’t get caught if 
you want to cut canvas, leather, 
foam,” Eakes says. “If you ever 
try to cut foam rubber with 
a saw the dust is terrible but if 
you use a toothless blade or 
a knife edge blade on either a 
reciprocating saw or a jig saw, 
you can cut through styrofoam 
and all the insulation foams with 
no sweat.”

Yesno says he also networked 
with some of the people in 
attendance from across the 
north at the conference and 
picked up some information 
at the trade show and dur-
ing the workshops, noting that 
the housing plans featured in 
the Community-Led Designs 
for Specialized Housing in the 
North Project presentation by 
Mike McKay, infrastructure and 
housing director at Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation, Shelagh McCart-
ney, associate professor at 
Toronto Metropolitan Univer-
sity, and Simon Jones included a 
“lot of community input.”

“There’s innovation there 
(with the housing plans), 

you’re accommodating what 
the people are saying as far as 
the design so I think it’s good,” 
Yesno says.

McKay says during the Com-
munity-Led Designs for Spe-
cialized Housing in the North 
Project presentation on the first 
day of the conference that the 
shovel-ready housing plans will 
be available free of charge in the 
NAN communities.

“When the drawings are 
available, they will be stamped 
by the architects,” McKay says. 
“That is something we heard 
quite a bit through our NAN 
housing strategy is that com-
munities and leadership wanted 
that reassurance and that stamp 
on working drawings that they 
build within the communities.”

McKay says they used an 
engagement process called co-
creation to make sure the hous-
ing plans were appropriate and 
relevant to NAN communities.

“This ensures all hous-
ing plans are designed by First 
Nations for First Nations,” 
McKay says. “To go along 
with the shovel-ready housing 
plans, our team is developing 
three tool kits. The tool kits will 
address common challenges that 
have been heard in our engage-
ments with NAN communities 
regarding completing build-
ing projects. The tool kits will 
include project management, 
accessing funding and tendering 
and procurement.”

McCartney says they 
included fire safety components 
into the housing plans such as 
having exterior doors near the 
bedrooms.

“One of the key things out 
of the design for both of our 
houses but particularly for the 
no-hallway house was so every 
bedroom had a direct exit out 
without having to pass in front 
of the (wood stove),” McCart-
ney says. “We’re really trying 
to take fire safety in Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation territory seriously 
and that was sort of a main 
piece that came out of the co-
creation sessions was the impor-
tance of fire safety.”

INSPECTION
MNRF-Approved Forest Management Plan Inspection  
Lac Seul 2024-2034 Forest Management Plan
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF), Ondaadiziwin Forest Management Inc. (OFMI) 
and the Sioux Lookout Local Citizens’ Committee (LCC) 
would like to advise you that the 2024 – 2034 Forest 
Management Plan (FMP) for the Lac Seul Forest has 
been approved by the MNRF Regional Director and is 
available for inspection.

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. 
During this time, five formal opportunities for public 
and First Nation and Métis community involvement are 
provided. The fourth opportunity (Stage Four) for this 
FMP occurred on July 12, 2023 when the public was 
invited to review and comment on the draft FMP. 

This ‘Stage Five’ notice is to advise you that the 
MNRF-approved FMP, including the supplementary 
documentation, and FMP summary are available  
for inspection for the 10-year duration of the FMP 
through the office of the sustainable forest licensee  
and on the Natural Resources Information Portal at  
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online.

Interested and affected persons and organizations can 
arrange a virtual or in-person meeting with MNRF staff 
with the MNRF Sioux Lookout District or Area Office to 
discuss the approved FMP.

For further information, please contact:

Kevin Pruys, R.P.F.
Management Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Red Lake-Sioux Lookout District
Sioux Lookout Work Centre
P.O. Box 309 
Sioux Lookout, ON  P8T 1A6
tel:807-738-4937
e-mail: kevin.pruys@ontario.ca

Michelle Botham
Obishikokaang Resources Corporation
33 3rd Avenue 
P.O. Box 38 
Hudson, ON  P0V 1X0
tel: 807-582-0874
cell: 807-738-1745
e-mail: mbotham@obishcorp.ca

Bruce Van Horne
Sioux Lookout Local Citizen’s Committee
c/o MNRF Sioux Lookout Work Centre
P.O. Box 309 
Sioux Lookout, ON  P8T 16A
tel: 807-737-2904

The approved FMP will be available for the 10-year period of the FMP at the same locations listed above.

Stay Involved

Further information on how to get involved in forest management planning and to better understand the 
stages of public consultation please visit:

https://ontario.ca/forestmanagement

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is collecting your personal information and 
comments under the authority provided by the Forest Management Planning Manual, 2020 approved by 
regulation under Section 68 of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act, 1994. Any personal information you 
provide (home and/or email address, name, telephone number, etc.) may be used and shared between 
MNRF and/or the sustainable forest licensee to contact you regarding comments submitted. Your comments 
will become part of the public consultation process and may be shared with the general public. Your 
personal information may also be used by the MNRF to send you further information related to this forest 
management planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of your personal information, please 
contact Seanna Landry, District Business Co-ordinator, MNRF, at 807-738-5461 or seanna.landry@ontario.ca. 

Renseignements en français : Sébastien Niemi, Stagiaire en Foresterie au 807 728-2278;  
sebastien.niemi@ontario.ca.

Builder’s Challenge competition a hit at FN Housing Conference

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
ABOVE: A participant cuts some 
material with a knife edge jig 
saw blade.
RIGHT: Former grand chief Har-
vey Yesno cuts a post.



6	 Wawatay News    JANUARY 19, 2024    ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ	

 Community

REVIEW
Review of Proposed Operations for the Major Amendment:  
Hearst Forest 2019-2029 Forest Management Plan

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Hearst Forest Management 
Inc. and the Hearst Local Citizens’ Committee (LCC), invite you to participate in the review of 
proposed operations for the major amendment to the 2019-2029 FMP for the Hearst Forest. 

This amendment provides for adjustments to planned harvest areas, and  
road decommissioning. 

How to Get Involved

During preparation of a major amendment to a FMP, two formal opportunities for public 
consultation and First Nation and Métis community involvement and consultation are 
provided. This ‘Stage One’ notice is: 

•  to invite you to review and comment on proposed operations for the major 
amendment; and

•  to request additional contributions to the background information to be used  
in planning.

To assist in your review, an information forum will be held at the following time  
and locations:

Monday February 19, 2024            Inovo Centre 
523 Hwy 11 Hearst,  
ON P0L 1N0

    4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Information available as described in the 2020 Forest Management Planning Manual 
(FMPM) (Part A, Section 2.3.3.3) https://files.ontario.ca/mnrf-forest-management-
planning-manual-en-2021-04-09.pdf with whatever modifications MNRF considers 
necessary in the circumstances can be obtained at the information forum and on the 
Natural Resources Information Portal at https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online. 

The information described in this notice can also be made available for review upon 
request during normal business hours, for a 15-day period February 19, 2024 to  
March 5, 2024 by contacting Hearst Forest Management Inc. or Asad Choudry listed 
below. Comments on the proposed operations for the major amendment to the Hearst 
FMP must be received by Asad Choudhry of the planning team at the MNRF Hearst-
Cochrane-Kapuskasing District by March 5, 2024. 

Virtual/in-person meetings with representatives of the planning team and the LCC can 
be also requested at any time during the planning process. Reasonable opportunities to 
meet planning team members during non-business hours will be provided upon request. 
If you require more information or wish to discuss your interests with a planning team 
member, please contact one of the individuals listed below:

Asad Choudhry, R.P.F.
Management Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources  
  and Forestry
613 Front Street 
P.O. Box 670 
Hearst, ON  P0L 1N0
tel: 705-960-3826
e-mail: asad.choudhry@ontario.ca

Dale Goodfellow, R.P.F.
Plan Author 
Hearst Forest Management Inc.
1589 Hwy 11 West 
P.O. Box 746 
Hearst, ON  P0L 1N0
tel: 705-362-5737
e-mail: d_goodfellow@hearstforest.com 

Eric Lehoux 
Hearst Local Citizens’ Committee
c/o MNRF Hearst Work Centre
613 Front Street 
P.O. Box 670 
Hearst, ON  P0L 1N0

You may make a written request to initiate a formal issue resolution 
process, following the process described in the Forest Management 
Planning Manual (2020) (Part C, Section 6.1.5). 

Stay Involved

An opportunity to inspect the approved major amendment (Stage Two) is 
tentatively scheduled for April 2024.

If you would like to be added to our mailing list and  
be notified of these consultation opportunities, please contact Asad 
Choudhry at 705-960-3826.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is collecting your 
personal information and comments under the authority provided by the 
Forest Management Planning Manual, 2020 approved by regulation under 
Section 68 of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act, 1994. Any personal 
information you provide (home and/or email address, name, telephone 
number, etc.) may be used and shared between MNRF and/or the 
sustainable forest licensee to contact you regarding comments submitted. 
Your comments will become part of the public consultation process and 
may be shared with the general public. Your personal information may also 
be used by the MNRF to send you further information related to this forest 
management planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of 
your personal information, please contact Josée Tourville, Business 
Co-ordinator, MNRF, at 705-960-2649.

Renseignements en français : Josée Tourville au 705 960-2649.

Ink Singer-songwriter Susan Aglukark makes two 
appearances in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Inuk singer-songwriter Susan 
Aglukark recently shared the 
importance of writing about 
one’s feelings during the 
Ontario Native Women’s Associ-
ation 8th Annual Strong Hands 
Stop Violence Poetry Night 
and Wequedong Lodge’s 2nd 
Annual BBQ.

“I am grateful to be here this 
evening to be given some time 
on this stage to share with some 
incredible courageous women, 
thank you for sharing your 
space with me,” says Aglukark, 
who won three Juno Awards, 
including two for her Arctic 
Rose album from 1992 and one 

for her Big Feeling album from 
2003, during Poetry Night on 
Nov. 25. “I always start simply 
with one story, one journey, 
and I can relate to what one of 
our earlier poets said, acciden-
tal artist, discovering discovery, 
and very fortunate that discov-
ery throughout has been my 
healer.”

Aglukark says she heard a 
common thread in the poetry 
that was shared during Poetry 
Night, noting that she started 
doing morning pages in 2004 
after having already released 
four albums.

“I was finally ready to take a 
step and I didn’t know what the 
step was going to be but there 
was this restlessness,” Aglukark 

says. “Whatever needed to hap-
pen next at that point in my life, 
as it turns out, was taking that 
step from healing to belonging 
to my life, which was still heal-
ing, but truly making that part 
of my life.”

Aglukark also stressed the 
courage it takes to start writing 
morning pages.

“The courage it takes to put 
pen to paper, because at that 
point is when we are the most 
vulnerable, when we’re saying 
whatever is going on here in 
my body, my soul and my mind, 
and all of this I’m going to put 
it to paper, and the vulnerability 
being we can write it for our-
selves but then sometimes we 
need to share it and we share it 

in different forms of art,” Aglu-
kark says. “This is about expres-
sion, and expression healing, 
whether we share it or not, but 
we’re sharing that vulnerability 
and this seems to be the theme 
this evening, so thank you, 
thank you for sharing that space 
and your words and this part of 
your journey. Whatever part of 
the journey you’re on, it’s all 
healing, it doesn’t always feel 
that way, it’s all healing.”

Aglukark also spoke about 
how she began her career with 
a short video documentary 
about living away from home 
to complete her high school 
studies during her presentation 
at Wequedong Lodge’s 2nd 
Annual BBQ on Sept. 14.

“This becomes a music video 
that gets on Much Music, and 
that’s how the music and sing-
ing and that part of express-
ing started,” Aglukark says. 
“Around that same time I ended 
up in a studio at Chateau Lau-
rier with CBC Radio North-
ern Services and they want to 
record some more music and 
I say I don’t sing, I’m not a 
songwriter, I write short poetry 
in my language, I play three 
chords on the guitar, let me see 
what I can put together and 
submitted a cassette tape.”

Aglukark says the songs were 
recorded in 1990, and the pro-
ducer on the project encour-
aged her to continue songwrit-
ing.

“When he invited me to song 
write with him, my response 
to him was that’s fine, I’m not 
a singer, I’m not a songwriter, 
and if we’re going to do this I 
will write about what I know, 
and I know loss, I know anger, I 
know fear, I know grief,” Aglu-
kark says. “I will write about 
that, if you can’t write about 
that I can’t be a songwriter, 
I can’t write this album with 
you, and not realizing at that 
time that that step, being truly 
honest about where you’re at 
at the time you’re at that place 
was a beginning, and that was a 
beginning for me.”
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SERVING INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
 FOR OVER 17 YEARS
Serving Indigenous communities 
for over 21 years.

  info@abadental.ca

Patients from First Nations 
communities typically receive 
all their dental work at our 
clinic during a two to three day 
trip to Thunder Bay.

* Hygiene Cleanings
* Teeth Extractions with i.v. 
* moderate sedation
* Periodontal Care

* Root Canals
* Orthodontics
* and more

Roots holding monthly birth certificate clinics
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Roots Community Food 
Centre’s Birth Certificate Clinic 
on Jan. 8 in Thunder Bay was a 
hit with two Eabametoong citi-
zens. Roots Community Food 
Centre has been holding the 
monthly Birth Certificate Clin-
ics, which are provided at no 
cost for participants, since this 
past October, with upcoming 
clinics scheduled for Feb. 12, 
March 11 and April 8 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“I found it pretty good, it 
was pretty fast,” says Sheldon 
Yesno, an Eabametoong citizen, 
noting that he couldn’t remem-
ber his parent’s birth dates. “My 
dad was born on the reserve, 
with no doctor but a midwife. 
There was no hospital there for 
him, he was born in a tent I 
believe.”

Yesno says he had his birth 
certificate back in the 1980s.

“This is my first time getting 
a new one,” Yesno says.

Helen Yesno, an Eabame-
toong citizen, says she was help-
ing her grandson at the Birth 
Certificate Clinic.

“It was quite quick, we didn’t 
have any problems,” Helen says. 
“I’m trying to get his passport 
and I find it difficult when I go 
online to do it by myself.”

Helen encourages other 
people to attend the Birth Cer-
tificate Clinics to apply for their 
birth certificates.

“It’s probably really helpful 
for others that don’t have access 
to computers as well to come 
here and get help, and then not 

to (have to) pay for it,” Helen 
says.

Katie Watson, community 
navigator at Roots Commu-
nity Food Centre, says they are 
also planning to do more Birth 
Certificate Clinics in the fall of 
2024.

“We usually average around 
40-50 applications per clinic,” 
Watson says. “Sometimes par-
ents will complete for children, 
that type of scenario. You need 
your birth certificate for pretty 
much everything, including get-
ting any other form of ID as 
well as applying for any social 
services. So that’s kind of why 
we do it because the commu-
nity needs it and it’s not being 
offered widely.”

Watson says everyone who 
applies is very grateful for the 
Birth Certificate Clinics.

“We do cover the cost of the 
clinic — that’s a big barrier for 
a lot of people,” Watson says. 
“Another big part of the barri-
ers people experience is just the 
form itself, it’s quite compli-
cated, there’s lots of information 
that many people don’t have 
access to including questions 
like what (was) the weight at 
the time of your birth as well as 
the address of the physician who 
attended your birth.”

Watson says the Birth Certifi-
cate Clinics are geared towards 
people with low income or no 
income.

“But if you even just need 
help working through the appli-
cation or you experience dys-
lexia or anything like that we 
also offer services, just in the 
support role of completing the 

application,” Watson says.
Watson says she has also been 

working with Whitesand and 
Kiashke Zaaging Anishinaabek, 
who Roots Community Food 
Centre does community food 
markets with, to help citizens 
who need to get their birth cer-
tificates.

“Sometimes we work with 

health care providers like St. 
Joseph’s (Care Group), addic-
tions and treatments like Cross-
roads (Centre) just to make sure 
the people are getting the ser-
vices they need,” Watson says.

Watson says most people are 
very happy about the service 
they receive at the Birth Cer-
tificate Clinics, noting that she 

works with Kinna-aweya Legal 
Clinic, John Howard Society 
and Lakehead University Com-
munity Legal Clinic and has 
a partnership with the Canada 
Revenue Agency.

“Lots of the time it’s like: 
‘Now I can get Ontario Works’ 
or ‘Now I can apply for hous-
ing’ or ‘Now I can go get my 

driver’s licence,’” Watson says. 
“It’s that piece of paper you 
need to sort of take the next 
step in a lot of cases, and I think 
that’s often the feedback that I 
receive when I get the privilege 
of handing people their certifi-
cate.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Katie Watson, community navigator at Roots Community Food Centre, encourages people to apply for their birth certificates at one of Roots 
Community Food Centre’s Birth Certificate Clinics.
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This is
APPLY NOW

INDIGENOUS WOMEN 
IN BUSINESS

LIMITED FUNDS
APPLY TODAY!
1-800-465-6821
WWW.NADF.ORG

Have you ever dreamt of turning 
your passion into a thriving business 
or side hustle? Now is YOUR time!

SIU investigating 911 call
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The provincial govern-
ment’s Special Investigation 
Unit (SIU) is investigating the 
circumstances surrounding the 
death of Bearskin Lake’s Jenna 
Ostberg on Dec. 30 after three 
911 calls were received by the 
Thunder Bay Police.

The SIU’s preliminary infor-
mation released in a Jan. 3 press 
release states that: At about 
2 a.m., on Dec. 30 Thunder 
Bay Police Service received a 
911 call about a domestic dis-
turbance at a residence on Ray 
Boulevard; officers did not 
respond to the scene; officers 
received a second 911 call to 
“cancel” the call for service; 
officers did not respond to the 
scene; a third 911 call was made 
from the residence to indicate 
the woman was found deceased 
in the home; officers responded 
and located the woman 
deceased.

A Jan. 11 SIU press release 
clarified that the 911 call ini-
tially received by the Thunder 
Bay Police was not in relation to 
violence in the home involving 
Ostberg.

The SIU states that the 
caller had contacted police to 
report that the woman was an 
unwanted visitor at her home 
as there were court conditions 
that she and her son, also pres-
ent in the home, were not sup-
posed to be around each other. 
The caller was concerned that 
her son could be arrested for 
breach of the conditions and 
she asked that the police remove 
the woman from the home. The 
same caller subsequently con-
tacted police to cancel the call 
for service, reporting that the 
woman had left the residence.

The SIU has assigned two 
investigators and one forensic 
investigator to the case and one 

subject official has been desig-
nated. 

The SIU is also urging any-
one who may have information 
about the investigation, includ-
ing video or photos, to contact 
the lead investigator at 1-800-
787-8529 or online at: https://
siu.on.ca/en/appeals.php.

The SIU states in a Jan. 6 
press release that the autopsy 
was conducted on Jan. 4 and 
police records, including com-
munications recordings, have 
been received and are being 
reviewed.

Witness interviews have also 
been scheduled.

The SIU states that they will 
work expeditiously to conclude 
a thorough investigation in 
which the public can have con-
fidence. 

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
says that funeral services for 
Ostberg, 21, were held on Jan. 
11 in a press release.

“Today our hearts hurt for 
Jenna’s family and friends, her 
community, and everyone 
touched in many ways through-
out her brief but beautiful life,” 
Fiddler says in the Jan. 11 press 
release. “Jenna was a vibrant 
young woman, with hopes and 
dreams in front of her. I encour-
age everyone to remember her 
in the most positive and loving 
way possible.”

“We are all grieving, and 
that is a necessary process. But 
people across Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation and other nations are 
also angry. There is a rising 
demand for answers around 
Jenna’s tragic passing and the 
actions of the Thunder Bay 
Police Service, and we fully sup-
port those calls.”

Fiddler says their focus has 
been, and continues to be, on 
supporting Jenna’s family and 
helping her community cope 
with “this terrible loss.”

“But this tragedy once again 

raises serious questions
about the Thunder Bay 

Police Service and its interac-
tions with First Nations peo-
ples,” Fiddler says. “I am gravely 
concerned over what we are 
hearing about the circumstances 
around her

death. Like her family, we are 
anxiously waiting for the results 
of a coroner’s report and inves-
tigation by the Special Investi-
gations Unit into the actions of 
the Thunder Bay Police

Service. However, we share 
the fear that their daughter was 
the latest victim of inadequate 
and unjust policing received 
by First Nations peoples in this 
city.”

Fiddler says they have suf-
fered through too many reports 
and investigations into the loss 
of Nishnawbe Aski Nation citi-
zens

in Thunder Bay.
“But we must have faith that 

the truth about Jenna’s passing 
will eventually be established,” 
Fiddler says. “Once we have 
facts that we can respond to, we 
will focus on honouring her

in the best way possible 
with the information that is 
revealed.”

Thunder Bay Mayor Ken 
Boshcoff also issued a statement 
about Ostberg’s death and the 
SIU’s investigation in a Jan. 9 
press release.

“We offer our deepest sympa-
thies and heartfelt condolences 
to the loved ones and those 
impacted by this tragic death,” 
Boshcoff says. “The Thunder 
Bay Police Service is co-oper-
ating with the Special Investi-
gations Unit as it conducts an 
investigation. As a result of the 
SIU’s involvement, the City 
cannot provide any further 
comment. Once the investiga-
tion is over, Chief Darcy Fleury 
will provide a media brief and 
address the matter publicly.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler is supporting calls for answers about the Dec. 30 death of the late Jenna Ost-
berg at a residence in Thunder Bay.

Book your ad for the Next Edition 
of Wawatay News today!

To book your ad contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura,  Phone: 807 622-6000   Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca
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“It’s All in The Name”

HST & Licensing Extra    *FINANCING AVAILABLE*

HOURS OF OPERATION: WEEKDAYS 9AM-6PM

Auto Sales
684-8258

1-877-296-9087

GOOD CREDIT/BAD CREDIT/NO CREDIT WE CAN HELP!  Apply online today at: 
www.truevalueauto.ca

VEHICLES MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS SHOWN

Steve
Eaton

807-626-0464

SEE
SOMETHING
YOU LIKE?

CALL

434 Memorial Ave. &
1126 Oliver Rd. (Across from Tim Hortons) 

HUGE INVENTORY!!
WE HAVE 2 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU!!!

GREAT SELECTION OF PRODUCT TO CHOOSE FROM!

Dave
Stevens

807-621-1671

2017 NISSAN MURANO AWD
auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, bluetooth,

NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, stk 5604

$22,999

LOW KM

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
4cyl, manual, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint,

remote entry, priced to sell, stk 5595

$11,999

CLEAN CAR

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2014 FORD EXPLORER LTD
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, leather, alloys, tint,

sunroof, remote entry, loaded, must see! stk 5472

$21,999

FULLY LOADED

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2020 HONDA ACCORD
Auto, air, cruise, pw, pdl, htd p/seat leather, Bluetooth, nav, sat radio, backup
cam, alloys, remote entry, approx 25,000 original km’s! MUST SEE! STK 5388

$25,999
HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 TOYOTA SIENNA AWD
V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND! stk 5536

$29,999

AWD

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2007 HONDA CIVIC
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, ONE ORIGINAL OWNER, stk 5612

$8,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 DODGE JOURNEY SXT
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd seats,
remote start, 2 sets of wheels incl, stk 5614

$11,999

VERY NICE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2011 VW CC R LINE
Auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth, NAV/SAT,

backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, FULLY LOADED, stk 5617

$12,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2011 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 44
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, very clean, includes 2 tops, stk 5618

$19,999

LOW KM

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2012 FORD TAURUS S.H.O. AWD
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather,
bluetooth, NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, stk 5593

$14,999

SHO Model

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 GMC TERRAIN AWD
auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, pwr seats,

tint, remote entry, stk 5571

$14,999

AWD TERRAIN

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 FORD FUSION AWD
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,

NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, stk 5621

$19,999

LOADED, AWD

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 NISSAN SENTRA S
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, 2 SETS OF RIMS & TIRES, stk 5623

$14,999

VERY NICE CAR

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2008 HONDA CR-V AWD
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, 58,000 ORIGINAL KM’S, stk 5627

$12,999

ONE OWNER

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2014 CHEVY CRUZE
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, PRICED TO SELL FAST, stk 5630

$10,999

CLEAN CAR

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2007 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT AWD
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, pwr seats, tint,
sunroof, remote entry, VERY NICE SHAPE, stk 5628

$11,999

ONE OWNER

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown

2016 TOYOTA RAV4
Auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, pwr seats, bluetooth,

backup cam, tint, remote entry, JUST ARRIVED, stk 5619

$18,999

WON’T LAST

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 KIA SORENTO EX AWD
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, pwr seats,

bluetooth, tint, remote entry, stk 5622

$16,999

AWD!

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2014 HONDA CIVIC TOURING
Auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,

NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, stk 5600

$14,999

LOADED TOURING

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 HONDA ACCORD
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

summer and winter tires on rims, stk 5611

$13,999

VERY NICE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

 Community

Tragedy and 
grieving in Kitch-
enuhmaykoosib 
Inninuwug
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninu-
wug (KI) announced the deaths 
of two people after an incident 
near the community, which was 
investigated by the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police.

“On January 1, 2024, just 
after 3:00 p.m., members of the 
KI OPP Detachment responded 
to an incident in the commu-
nity where one individual was 
located deceased,” says a media 
release from the OPP Sioux 
Lookout Detachment. “OPP 
members later located a second 
individual deceased. The inves-
tigation has determined that 
there are no public safety con-
cerns and police are not looking 
for any suspects.”

The media release states that 
the investigation by the OPP 
North West Region Crime 
Unit, Forensic Identification 
Services, Regional Support 
Team, and Major Case Inves-
tigation Team is continuing 
under the direction of the OPP 
Criminal Investigation Branch, 
in conjunction with the Ontario 
Centre of Forensic Sciences. It 
also states that no further details 
with respect to the investigation 
will be released.

KI also announced the 
deaths of seven other people, 
Baby Childforever, Matthew 
Sainnawap, Sophie Cromarty, 
Debra McKay, Rebecca Saka-
keep, Adam McKay and Clay-
ton Nesh, between Dec. 1 and 
Jan. 1.

“Our community is grieving 
with the loss of so many of our 
members in such a short period 
of time,” says KI Chief Donny 
Morris in a Jan. 2 press release. 
“While some of these deaths 
were expected, many were not. 
Our community as a whole 
is shaken by this tremendous 
loss and our ability to provide 
services over the holidays has 
been greatly impacted. We ask 
that everyone respect the fami-
lies’ privacy during this difficult 
time.”

Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol 
Mamakwa says there is a lack of 
services in First Nation commu-
nities.

“First Nations are put in this 
place where they are in per-
petual crisis and they do not 
have time to grieve, they do not 
have time to be able to address 
the issues they are facing in 
the loss of their loved ones,” 
Mamakwa says. “And we see it 
continue to happen. What you 
see there right now is the lack 
of services to be able to address 
these issues that they are faced 
with, whether it’s mental health 
services, whether it’s the opioid 
crisis that’s happening in these 
communities.”

Mamakwa says he has 
reached out to the First Nations 
that are impacted, the families 
and the leadership, about what 
help they can provide.

“In the case of KI, I reached 
out to the leadership a couple of 
times,” Mamakwa says. “There 
is just not enough services to 
address the crisis, whether it’s 
mental health services, clinical 
services.”

Mamakwa says he raised the 
mental health crisis in the pro-
vincial Legislative Assembly a 
few months ago.

“I was very clear that there is 
a crisis happening in the north 
and it’s not being addressed,” 
Mamakwa says. “We need to 
bring in people to be able to 
try to address it and I think 
sometimes when we are in 
these crises, we need to come 
together and come to a com-
mon ground. Sometimes we 
just need people on the ground 
to be there, not necessarily 
counsellors but just to be there 
to support people, whether it’s 
getting water, whether it’s cook-
ing, whether it’s driving, we 
need to be there.”

Mamakwa says he was asked 
to attend the funeral services for 
the two people who were found 
deceased on Jan. 1.

“We need to be able to sup-
port each other in the north,” 
Mamakwa says. “During the 
suicide crisis days in the 1990s, 
we used to support each other, 
next door neighbours and 
neighbouring communities — I 
think we need to be able to do 
that.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa, pictured at a Nishnawbe Aski Nation event, spoke about how First Nations are in perpetual crisis without 
time to grieve after two deaths were announced by Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug early in the New Year.
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next Wawatay News  
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toms@wawatay.on.ca
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“It’s All in The Name”

HOURS OF OPERATION
WEEKDAYS 9-6

1-877-296-9087

Call Steve: 807-626-0464

GOOD CREDIT/BAD CREDIT/NO CREDIT - WE CAN HELP!
Apply Online today at: www.truevalueauto.ca

VEHICLES MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS SHOWN IN AD. 

Auto Sales
6 8 4 - 8 2 5 8

HOURS OF OPERATION
WEEKDAYS 9-6

• FINANCING AVAILABLE
• HST & LICENSING EXTRA

434 Memorial Ave. &
1126 Oliver Rd. (Across from Tim Hortons) 

HUGE INVENTORY!!
WE HAVE 2 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU!!!

GREAT SELECTION OF PRODUCT TO CHOOSE FROM!

STEVE EATON
807-626-0464

DAVE STEVENS
807-621-1671

SEE SOMETHING YOU LIKE? CALL

OR

Randy Steve George DaveAmo

2018 DODGE RAM 2500 4X4 LONGHORN EDIT.
6.7L Diesel, auto, air, htd/leather pwr seats, AM/FM, bluetooth, NAV/Sat, back-
up cam, tint, sun roof, remote entry, COMPLETELY LOADED MEGACAB, stk 5514

$71,999

VERY LOW KM

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 FORD F250 SUPERDUTY DIESEL 4X4
V8, auto, air, htd/leather seats, bluetooth, NAV/SAT, backup cam,
tint, sunroof, remote entry, FX4 Package, S/B, Crew Cab, stk 5500

$53,999

LOADED SUPERDUTY

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 FORD F250 FX4 PKG CREW 4X4
V8 diesel, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, pwr seats,

alloys, tint, remote entry, low km, LONGBOX, stk 5570

$46,999

80,000KM

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 FORD F250 SUPERDUTY 4X4
V8 diesel, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,
tint, remote entry, S/B, Ext Cab, stk 5524

$34,999

6.7L POWERSTROKE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 CREW 4X4
5.3L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

tint, remote entry, S/B, stk 5586

$21,999

CLEAN TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint,
remote entry, L/B, reg cab, stk 5601

$29,999

REG CAB 8’ BOX

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2011 FORD F150 CREW 4X4
V8, auto, air, pwr seats, leather, bluetooth, NAV/SAT, backup cam/sensor,
alloys, tint, sunroof, remote entry, S/B, 20” wheels, new tires, stk 5502

$21,999

FULLY LOADED

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2012 CHEVY 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

alloys, tint, S/B, nice truck, stk 5529

$17,999

READY TO WORK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB 4X4
4.8L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote

entry, S/B, beautiful shape, Cheyenne Edit., stk 5626

$17,999

ONE OWNER

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown
2011 GMC SIERRA 1500 EXT CAB 4X4
5.3L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

tint, remote entry, S/B, stk 5589

$17,999

NICE TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 4X4
6cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint,
remote entry, S/B, dble cab, stk 5525

$17,999

READY TO WORK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2018 GMC SIERRA CREW CAB SLT 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,

NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, fully loaded, stk 5625

$29,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 DODGE RAM 1500 DBLE CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, blue-

tooth, backup cam, tint, remote entry, S/B, MUST SEE! stk 5616

$21,999

SPORT MODEL

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown

2017 FORD F250 SUPER DUTY 4X4
6.2L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/s,
tint, remote entry, S/B, ext cab, stk 5636

$32,999

READY TO WORK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 CHEVY COLORADO 4X4
auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/s, bluetooth,

SAT, tint, remote entry, L/B, crew cab, stk 5634

$25,999

RARE TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2012 NISSAN TITAN PROX4 CREW 4X4
B8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, backup

cam, tint, sun roof, remote entry, S/B, VERY NICE SHAPE, stk 5633

$21,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2012 JEEP PATRIOT 4X4
4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

tint, remote entry, stk 5597

$11,999

JEEP 4X4

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2012 CHEVY SUBURBAN 2500 4X4
6.0L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint,

remote entry, 3/4 TON SUBURBAN, stk 5596

$17,999

4X4 SUBURBAN

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown

Not exactly as shown

Not exactly as shown

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 4X4
4.3L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,
tint, remote entry, dble cab, stk 5585

$19,999

SHARP TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2016 DODGE RAM 1500 DBLE CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,

backup cam, tint, remote entry, S/B, beautiful truck! stk 5613

$21,999

SPORT MODEL

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW 4X4
5.3L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint,

remote entry, S/B, matching topper, stk 5583

$21,999

CLEAN TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO DBL CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote
entry, S/B, after market tires & rims, stk 5610

$29,999

CUSTOM RACK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/s, bluetooth,

backup cam, tint, remote entry, S/B, stk 5639

$28,999

KODIAK EDIT.

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/s, bluetooth,

backup cam, tint, remote entry, S/B, stk 5640

$28,999

ELEVATION EDIT.

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 FORD F150 LARIAT 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,

NAV/SAT, backup cam,driver assist, tint, remote entry, S/B, stk 5641

$29,999

FX4 PKG

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown Not exactly as shown

Not exactly as shown
2015 GMC YUKON SLT 4X4

V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, htd/pwr seats, leather, bluetooth,
NAV/SAT, backup cam, tint, sunroof, remote entry, stk 5638

$29,999

FULLY LOADED

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2014 RAM 1500 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,

FULLY LOADED LARAMIE, stk 5588

$25,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, backup cam, tint, remote

entry, S/B, dble cab, SHARP LOOKING TRUCK, stk 5590

$24,999

MUST SEE

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, tint, remote entry,

S/B, crew cab, MATCHING TOPPER, stk 5629

$22,999

NICE TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

Not exactly as shown
2014 FORD F150 CREW S/B 4X4

V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, tint, remote
entry, loaded, 20” wheels, sharp looking, stk 5563

$21,999

VERY CLEAN TRUCK

HST & LICENSING EXTRA

 Culture

Elders passing  
of gifts gathering
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A visit by students was one 
of the highlights at the Anakay 
Meekwewin Passing of Gifts 
gathering this past fall in Thun-
der Bay. The gathering, held 
at the Best Western Plus Nor-
Wester Hotel and Conference 
Centre, featured the teachings 
of a group of Elders, knowledge 
keepers and language speakers 
from across northern Ontario.

“It was good to see, I’m glad 
they made the effort to come 
out here and it felt really good 
to see them out there,” says 
Marten Falls Elder Sam Ach-
neepineskum about the stu-
dents. “They don’t learn too 
much in school about their cul-
ture, their history. I hope that 
with the sharing of the stories, 
they learned there’s a lot more 
to being Anishinabe than what 
they learned in the history 
books.”

Achneepineskum says this 
was the third Anakay Mee-
kwewin Passing of Gifts gather-
ing, noting that the first gather-
ing was held through an online 
platform.

“We get a little bit more 
people each time we do this and 
hopefully that will continue,” 
Achneepineskum says. “The 
intention of this gathering was 
to get people interested so they 
could do those things in their 
own communities and other 
places.”

Ginoogaming Elder Victor 
Chapais says he spoke during 
the gathering about his hope 
that the effects of residential 
school are slowly going away.

“I’m second generation that 
went to residential school and 
I see hope in my great grand-
children that the effects are not 
visible as much as it is on myself 
or my children or my grand-
children,” Chapais says. “Those 
effects are slowly going away 
and (they’re) being proud of 
who they are and being able to 
be who they are.”

Chapais says they are bring-
ing back the culture as they cel-
ebrate ceremonies.

“We’re not looking over our 
shoulders because someone is 
telling us it’s wrong,” Chapais 
says. “We’re celebrating our 
culture, we’re celebrating our 
freedom and being who we are, 
who the Creator meant us to 
be.”

Chapais says he could see the 
interest from those in atten-
dance as the Elders spoke dur-
ing the gathering.

“You could hear a pin drop,” 
Chapais says. “They’re inter-
ested, they want to know and 
they want to learn about what 
the Elders have to say.”

Marten Falls’ Bob Baxter says 
the gathering went very well for 
him.

“There were some things that 
were brought forth that gives 
me that incentive to keep on 
going with my life as an Anishi-
nabe to try and learn about our 
lost culture and how to bring 
back our culture, our way of 
life,” Baxter says.

Fort William Elder Sheila 
DeCorte says it was a great 
opportunity to listen to the 
Elders during the gathering.

“We had an opportunity to 
listen to these very knowledge-
able Elders/knowledge keepers 
from different communities,” 
DeCorte says. “They’re start-
ing to get up there in their age 
so we’ve got to take this all in 
while they’re still here.”

Netmizaaggamig Nishnaa-
beg’s Beverly Sabourin says it is 
always inspiring to listen to the 
Elders.

“I came last year and I really 
enjoyed just sitting and listen-
ing to the Elders talk and speak 
about their life journey and 
experiences,” Sabourin says, 
noting that she brought her 
mother to the gathering as well. 
“I find it very soothing, very 
helpful, it sort of helps one to 
get grounded, get back to real-
izing what the Elders are say-
ing — always remember who 
you are, where you came from, 
where you’re going, pretty 
much my grandfather’s teach-
ings as well.”

Moose Cree’s Stephanie 
Feletto, one of the co-event 
coordinators at the gathering, 
says the gathering has grown 
exponentially since the first 
year with many guests this year 
from Alberta, Wiikwemkoong, 
Ottawa and northeastern 
Ontario.

“It was a vision and led by 
Elder Sam Achneepineskum,” 
Feletto says. “He wanted to 
provide a space where he could 
bring Elders to have conver-
sations about teachings and 
knowledge and invite the com-
munity to participate and listen, 
and all are welcome.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Marten Falls Elder Sam Achneepineskum led the Anakay Meekwewin Passing of Gifts gathering this past fall.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
The Anakay Meekwewin Passing of Gifts gathering was held this 
past fall at the Best Western Plus NorWester Hotel and Conference 
Centre in Thunder Bay.
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MAMOW OBIKI-AHWAHSOOWIN
ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ

Everyone working together to raise our children
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ

TIKINAGAN.ORG

AVAILABLE 24/7
1-800-465-3624How will you work together 

to raise our children?

Start a career?

Protect our children?

Become a Foster Parent?

Connect with us and find 
your role!

 Community

Bora Laskin holds reconciliation walk
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Lakehead University’s Bora 
Laskin Faculty of Law held an 
Every Child Matters March 
after the unveiling of the Where 
the Heart Gathers mural hon-
ouring residential school sur-
vivors by Neechee Studio in 
Thunder Bay.

“We reached out to Neechee 
Studio to create this mural for 
us to honour survivors, those 
who didn’t make it home and 
the families and friends of resi-
dential school survivors,” says 
Robin Sutherland, director of 
Indigenous Relations and co-
director of the Mino-waabandan 
Inaakonigewinan Indigenous 
Law and Justice Institute at the 
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law. 
“We are very in love with it, it 
really brightens up the Indig-
enous students’ space in that 
area.”

The mural was funded 
through a grant from Canadian 
Heritage, which was for the 
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law’s 
projects and events in recog-
nition of the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation.

“The importance of this piece 
cannot be overstated,” says 
Jula Hughes, dean at the Bora 
Laskin Faculty of Law. “It will 
serve as a touching reminder of 
the injustices of the past, but 
also the ways in which we, as a 
law school and also as individu-
als, can intentionally move for-
ward in reconcili-action, mutual 
respect and understanding.”

Francine McKenzie, a sec-

ond-year law student and cur-
rent president of the Indigenous 
Law Students Association, 
says the mural is located in the 
Indigenous Student Lounge.

“It’s a space where we learn, 
we gather, we feast so it’s very 
meaningful to have a space and 
to have the school put effort 
into our environment like that,” 
McKenzie says. “This mural will 
provide comfort to current and 
future Indigenous students who 
seek a space to reflect on their 
journey as an Indigenous person 
in Canada, and as they navigate 
their way through the journey 
of law that is not their own. It 
will serve as a reminder that it is 
our responsibility to ensure that 
this never happens again.”

Sherry Abotossaway, an 
alumni and professor at the 
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law 
and criminal defence lawyer 
in Thunder Bay, says she was 
proud of the students for par-
ticipating in the Every Child 
Matters March in Waverley 
Park, which is located next to 
the Bora Laskin Faculty of Law.

“The walk here today is 
about truth and reconciliation,” 
Abotossaway says. “For myself, 
I like to honour the residen-
tial school survivors and also 
acknowledge the intergenera-
tional effects from that as well. 
We honour today too because 
Phyllis Webstad had worn 
her orange shirt to residential 
school. It was taken from her 
and that was pretty traumatic 
for her, so that’s why we wear 
the orange today.”

Ashley Bach, a first-year law 

student at the Bora Laskin Fac-
ulty of Law, says she is super 
excited about the mural, noting 
that the artists were working on 
the mural when classes began a 
few weeks ago.

“They unveiled it today and 
we got to see it and it’s so gor-
geous — Neechee Studio did 
a great job, I’m really happy 
about that,” Bach says. “The 
Indigenous Law Students Asso-
ciation here did this really good 
job pulling together a walk 
today, it was fairly well attended 
and they had some really incred-
ible speakers here that shared a 
lot of perspectives.”

Elder Ma-Nee Chacaby, 
author of A Two-Spirit Jour-
ney: The Autobiography of a 
Lesbian Ojibwa-Cree Elder, says 
she shared some words about 
reconciliation during the speak-
ers’ session.

“I told people I haven’t seen 
much reconciliation happen-
ing yet,” Chacaby says. “I don’t 
know when it’s going to hap-
pen, we’ve been promised a lot 
of things, nothing’s happening 
yet.”

Chacaby says she enjoys 
speaking and teaching her lan-
guage and teaching people 
about hunting, trapping and 
fishing.

“I do that with the young 
people and they really like 
that when I do that with the 
younger generation,” Chacaby 
says, noting that she also speaks 
with the law students at the 
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law. 
“When they ask questions, I 
answer them.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
TOP: Lakehead University’s Bora Laskin Faculty of Law held an Every Child Matters March at Waverley 
Park in Thunder Bay.

submitted photo
ABOVE: Lakehead University’s Bora Laskin Faculty of Law unveiled the Where the Heart Gathers mural 
honouring residential school survivors by Neechee Studio in Thunder Bay.
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 Health

Matawa Education Centre holds world AIDS day
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Indigenous and LGBTQ2S+ 
advocates Dr. James Makokis 
and Anthony Johnson high-
lighted the importance of sup-
porting youth to pursue their 
dreams during Matawa Edu-
cation Care Centre’s World 
AIDS Day gathering on Dec. 1 
in Thunder Bay. Makokis and 
Johnson were the first two-spirit 
team on Amazing Race Canada.

“Indigenous youth can do 
anything they want to do if they 
put their minds to it, they put 
in the effort and they are sup-
ported by adults and mentors 
and Elders in finding out who 
they are, connecting them to 
that, staying grounded in our 
culture and having access to 
that, making it easy for them to 
learn our songs and ceremonies 
and language and medicines 
and all of those things,” Mako-
kis says. “They want to par-
ticipate and we have to make it 
easy for them to participate and 
come to their level because they 
are the next generation.”

Makokis says there may 
sometimes be barriers in the 
way, noting that he failed his 
first exam in medical school.

“We have to realize that we 
have to adjust our strategies but 
that failure is a normal part of 
life,” Makokis says. “It helps us 
learn and we can always get past 
that if we have support and a 
plan to move forward.”

Johnson says the key point 
of his presentation was that a 
person’s dreams are possible 
regardless of the background 
they come from.

“Everyone has a dream that 
they want to achieve and in 
order to do that you have to 
believe in yourself, you have 
to put the hours in, you have 
to have a good attitude about 
it and you have to have the 
effort, like exerting yourself to 
achieve that goal,” Johnson says. 
“Sometimes in the process of 
chasing your dreams, there will 
be people put in the way who 
doubt you, who naysay you, 
who don’t believe in you and 
what you do is you let them 
go away and find the people 
who do support you. And most 
importantly in this process, you 
have to take care of your health, 
you have to make good choices, 
strong healthy choices that sup-
port the process of following 
your dream.”

Johnson says many of the 
youth were surprised to see the 
energy and passion they had 
and were inspired to pursue 
their dreams.

“Multiple (youth) came up to 
me and said: ‘Hey, thank you so 
much, I feel inspired,’” Johnson 
says. “When you speak to youth 
in a way that they relate, it’s 
possible to move the needle so 
I’m hopeful that many of them 
will take what we shared today 
and go off into their life and 
chase their dreams.”

Leola Bouchard-Penagin, 
public health nurse lead at 
Matawa Health Co-operative, 
says she enjoyed Makokis and 
Johnson’s presentation.

“I appreciate them tell-
ing their stories and sharing 
their journey with the youth,” 
Bouchard-Penagin says. “They 
were really engaging, they were 
engaging with the youth, they 
were getting them to partici-
pate, so it was really good and 
we got some good positive 
feedback from witnessing this 
presentation and how the stu-
dents were engaged in it.”

Bouchard-Penagin says they 

held the gathering to provide 
students with information about 
services available in the commu-
nity.

“Our public health team does 
provide health promotion and 
public health education, so we 
do the STDIs (sexually trans-
mitted diseases/infections), we 
do education on HIV, we like 
to encourage our people for 
testing and just provide that 
supportive education and help 
them navigate the health ser-
vices,” Bouchard-Penagin says. 
“This is our very first event that 
we are holding this year so we 
are pretty happy to have a good 
turnout and have a lot of sup-
port from our community part-
ners today like Elevate (NWO), 
the Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit.”

Sarah Pugh, a nurse at Ele-
vate NWO, says they provide 
services, opportunities and pro-
grams for people who are living 
with, affected by or at risk of 

HIV, AIDS and Hepatitis C in 
Thunder Bay and northwestern 
Ontario.

“HIV is a virus that attacks 
your immune system, your 
body’s built-in defence against 
disease and illness, resulting 
in a chronic progressive illness 
that leaves people vulnerable 
to other infections,” Pugh says. 
“Anyone can be infected with 
HIV, you can have HIV with-
out knowing it. You may not 
look or feel sick for years but 
you can still pass the virus on to 
other people.”

Pugh says there is no vaccine 
to prevent HIV and there is no 
cure for HIV, but there is treat-
ment.

“HIV is not AIDS, AIDS 
is what happens when the 
immune system is so weakened 
by HIV that the body cannot 
fight off certain infections,” 
Pugh says. “HIV may lead to 
AIDS, a person with HIV may 
never develop AIDS and a per-

son who has developed AIDS 
may recover from it with treat-
ment.”

Pugh says anyone can get 
HIV no matter their age, sex, 
gender, sexual orientation, race 
or ethnic origin.

“HIV can be passed by only 
these five body fluids: blood, 
semen, rectal fluid, vaginal fluid 
and breast milk,” Pugh says. 
“HIV is a fragile virus that can-
not live outside the body for 
more than a few seconds. Most 
of the time it dies upon exit-
ing the body, the only excep-
tion seems to be if it’s held in a 
stable vacuum-sealed environ-
ment such as inside a syringe it 
can survive much longer, up to 
a week in these conditions.”

Pugh says the Thunder Bay 
District Health Unit declared an 
HIV outbreak in 2019, which 
has continued since then.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Dr. James Makokis encouraged youth to pursue their dreams.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News 
Dr. James Makokis and Anthony Johnson met with a group of Matawa staff.
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Teach for Canada holds enrichment training
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Teach for Canada-Gaki-
naamaage recently completed 
another Enrichment Program 
for teachers who will be teach-
ing in First Nation communi-
ties across northern Ontario, 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan at 
Lakehead University’s Thun-
der Bay campus. The program 
featured a variety of sessions 
including Language Lessons 
and opportunities for the teach-
ers to meet representatives from 
their matched community and 
Teach for Canada alumni who 
have taught or are teaching in 
their matched community.

“This is our first year back 
after doing virtual sessions,” says 
Nikki Martin, growth and part-
nerships manager at Teach for 
Canada-Gakinaamaage. “This 
is our first attempt at a hybrid 
program delivery so lots of 
learning curves, but really excit-
ing to see everyone in person. 
There’s a quality of connection 
you can’t get when you’re doing 
these sessions virtually, just to 
be able to greet people, to do 
the smudges, open ceremonies 
with a hugging circle and really 
just have that time to connect.”

Martin says the Trauma-
Informed Classrooms and 
Land-Based Learning sessions 
were among the highlights dur-
ing the Teach for Canada-Gaki-

naamaage program.
“(We’re) just making sure 

teachers are equipped with 
good pedagogy, making sure 
to have a well-rounded under-
standing of the context that 
they’re going into and how to 
best support students,” Martin 
says. “We had our Land-Based 
Learning session highlighting 
the importance of creativity 
when you’re teaching Indig-
enous students in the north 
and finding ways to get out and 
learn from the land as opposed 
to just the traditional classroom 
setting in the west.”

Greg Meconse, an Indig-
enous teacher who has family 
in Eabametoong and Lac Seul, 
is looking forward to teaching 

in Lac Seul at Obishikokaang 
Elementary School.

“My family was really happy 
that I’m going back there and 
making a connection again 
with my home community,” 
Meconse says. “This week was 
good for if you had any ques-
tions about how it might 
work being a teacher in a First 
Nations community, a lot of 
trying to explain to the teachers 
what the community might be 
like while you’re there and some 
of the differences in culture 
between the city and the rez. I 
felt pretty comfortable already 
but there’s just a couple of little 
missing pieces of the puzzle and 
I think Teach for Canada really 
helped me fill in those little 

gaps.”
Meconse says Patricia Ninge-

wance, a Lac Seul citizen who 
was appointed as a Member of 
the Order of Canada in Decem-
ber 2022 for her contributions 
to the vitality of Indigenous lan-
guages as an Anishinabemowin 
teacher, author and publisher, 
taught Anishinabemowin to the 
teachers who will be working in 
communities that speak Anishi-
nabemowin during the Teach 
for Canada-Gakinaamaage pro-
gram.

“She supported us in some 
learning and I think everybody 
got some basics down, noth-
ing too complex but we defi-
nitely got some basics down for 
Anishinabemowin,” Meconse 

says. “We just learned how to 
say hi, I’m a teacher and just the 
kind of basics, where you are 
from and such.”

Meconse also highlighted the 
connections he made with other 
teachers and community rep-
resentatives during the Teach 
for Canada-Gakinaamaage pro-
gram.

“I connected with another 
teacher going to Lac Seul,” 
Meconse says. “As we kind of 
get to know each other better 
and then you see people that are 
going to the same community 
as you, so you get more com-
fortable. We made plans to go 
fishing already, we’re going to 
go fishing when we meet up at 
Lac Seul.”
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 Commentary

I am so tired of losing people 
I am only in my late 40s but 
it seems as though most of 

the people I grew up with my 
age and even younger are pass-
ing away far too often. A gen-
eration older than me including 
my parents, aunts, uncles and 
grandparents are gone. The 
whole landscape of my life has 
changed in what seems like a 
very short time.

For some reason this past 
couple of weeks was very sad 
and surprising in that myself 
and my partner realized that 
several people we knew of and 
were connected to passed away. 
Jason Batisse, Chief of Matache-
wan First Nation passed after 
an illness. 

I am sad to see this very tra-
ditional man leave us too soon. 
He was the son of past Chief 
and Elder Mario and the late 
Ann Batisse who myself and my 
partner have known for many 
years. I wish his children and 
the entire family a healing in 
time for this great loss.

Also recently we lost James 
Babin of Wahgoshig FN and 
David Chookomolin, a friend 
and relative I grew up with in 
Attawapiskat FN. 

Both these individuals were 
middle aged.

I think I am a little more 
affected these days by so many 
passing as I am living and expe-
riencing difficult days in dealing 
with the serious illness my part-
ner is struggling with. 

He is suffering from pulmo-
nary fibrosis which is a scarring 
of the lungs. 

This disease is a progressive 
condition that is fatal. It makes 
life difficult due to one’s ability 
to breath and it is hard to have 
a normal life. Although he has 
been to see specialists there is 
a consensus that no treatment 
exists for this disease although 
there are some drugs that might 
slow the progression. 

Mike is my best friend and 
mentor and through him I was 
introduced to a life of sobri-
ety, we have travelled to 35 
countries together and he has 
provided me with a learning in 
journalism. 

Mike was doing OK until 
he was stricken with COVID 
12 months ago. This really 
knocked him down and he has 
been fighting for many months 
just to be able to enjoy life 
and get back to some form of 
normal. 

I have been with him 
through all of this ordeal and 
I really got to understand just 
how difficult it is for doctors 
and nurses and all health practi-
tioners to deal with trying their 
best to help someone who is 
dealt with a fatal disease. 

I have come to understand 
that these professionals have to 
deal with sick people and sad 
situations every day and that 
can not be easy. I think just 
how terrible it must be deal-
ing with the past few years of 
COVID and how that made the 
lives of health professionals even 

more challenging. To add to 
these difficulties on our medical 
professionals, the government 
is bending to big corporations 
and introducing private health 
care into our province. 

We need to remember that 
our doctors and all our health 
professionals need our help 
to push back on these private 
health care promoters who care 
only about making money. 

One thing I have also found 
in dealing with losing so many 
people over the past recent 
years is that I am realizing more 
and more how precious life is. I 
see my partner having to isolate 
because of his disease and he 
is slowly seeing life diminish 
before his eyes. 

He reminds me every day 
how wonderful the world is and 
how lucky we are to be in it at 
this moment. 

I am noticing how beautiful 
all the wild flowers are in the 
fields, how bright and sunny 
and complex dandelions are and 
how magical the stars are in the 
night sky. 

This summer we also wit-

nessed one of the most amazing 
northern lights show ever over 
a lake with Mike’s neice’s boy 
Jack and that was a night to 
remember. 

I know people will continue 
to leave us and that makes 
me very sad but at the same 
time I am understanding more 
and more that this realization 
should make us more aware of 
our own lives and the opportu-
nities we might have to make 
the world a better place. 

Maybe in losing so many that 
we love we will take the time to 
be more kind, more open and 
more understanding of others. 
Maybe we will become more 
interested in becoming aware 

of those critical things that are 
threatening our planet and sit 
up to do something to help out. 

We have proxy wars going 
on between huge countries 
who are willing to sacrifice lives 
so that money can be made 
on the war machine, we have 
anti democratic fascist type 
movements that are trying to 
oppress our health care workers, 
privatize our health care and 
education and turn back protec-
tions on the environment and 
conservation. 

Perhaps we will become 
brave and aware enough to 
stand up against these move-
ments. 

All of those loved ones we 
are losing have fought in one 
way or the other to help and 
make our world as good as it 
is today and we owe it to them 
keep up the good fight. We 
need to stand with Mother 
Earth and for fairness and 
democracy in the spirit of those 
who have passed on. 
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Mother  
Earth Needs 
Us Now

In The Spirit Of Those  
Who Have Gone Before Us

Welcome to 2024. This 
is one of the warmest 
starts to winter I can 

recall in almost five decades. 
Most of my life I remember 
growing up with four distinct 
seasons and winter was always 
freezing with lots of snow. Win-
ter came in November up north 
on the James Bay coast and left 
at the end of April and even 
stayed at times into May.

If anyone doubts that climate 
change is a real thing then you 
should give your head a shake 
because we have so much proof 
at this point that it is becoming 
scary. The world is experiencing 
flooding, droughts and tem-
perature changes that are turn-
ing the world upside down and 
all of this is affecting everything 
on earth.

At the start of the warnings 
from scientists and people like 
the politician Al Gore there 
was a big push back from the 
oil producers and corporations 
that did not want to deal with 
reality because it would affect 
their bottom line. Many people 
fell for some of this push back 
propaganda but most people 
did believe that climate change 
was real. I have long been one 
of them and at times I was ridi-
culed for it.

My parents and many Elders 
up the coast and in my home 
community of Attawapiskat 
have been warning about 
changes in our climate for many 
years. They had spent most 
of their lives on the land and 
the waters where they were at 
home. 

They knew very well all the 
signs to look for from the ani-
mals, birds, plants and the stars. 
They could read Mother Earth 
like a good book and they knew 
how to listen to her.

My family has been con-
nected to winter road construc-
tion and ice roads for many 
years and in that time we have 
seen the change in terms of 
when the road work would start 
and how long these ice high-
ways could last. A few decades 
ago the work on the roads 
would start in late November 
and early December but lately 
that has moved to January. It 
was at one point a reality that 
these ice roads would last and 
be in place until mid April at 
least but recently we now see 
melting taking place in a big 
way in March. 

Let’s face the facts, tempera-
tures are rising world wide, the 
glaciers and ice sheets are melt-
ing and retreating, oceans are 
warming up, there is less snow 
being recorded, the levels of the 
oceans and seas are rising and 
there are more extreme weather 
events. 

This all translates to situa-
tions that are killing thousands 
of people in storms and floods. 
It is also being held respon-
sible for the cause of some life 

becoming extinct or rare. Entire 
regions of the world are also 
experiencing droughts which 
affect our food supply. At this 
point things are happening right 
in our own back yards that are 
forcing all of us to realize how 
serious climate change is. 

This past summer we experi-
enced some of the hottest days 
in northern Ontario in history 
and there were terrible forest 
fires all across Canada. For the 
first time in my life I had to deal 
with taking care in being out-
doors because of toxic smoke 
from so many fires in Northern 
Ontario and Quebec. That is 
impossible to deny or argue 
with.

The problem is that huge 
corporations, the money people 
who run this world and all of 
the oil and resource extrac-
tors keep fighting and doing 
what they can to push back on 
meaningful efforts to reduce 
pollution and causes of climate 
change.

This year’s big annual event 
to address climate change was 
the 2023 United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference or 
commonly known as COP 28. 
This year it was held in Dubai 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). This event was headed 
by the president who was 
appointed by the host state 
of the UAE, Sultan Al Jaber. 
That was like putting the fox in 
charge of the hen house as he 
runs the UAE state owned oil 
company. 

As a matter of fact this year 
more than 2,400 participants 
with ties to the big oil, gas and 
coal companies were on hand to 
lobby as push back to any big 
moves to fight climate change. 
How on earth could this hap-
pen? That is a good question 
and it should make us all very 
concerned about how things are 
developing and how the very 
wealthy and big time polluters 
are controlling our world. 

It is our responsibility to be 
aware of what is happening with 
climate change in our world and 
to realize what a drastic situa-
tion we are in. 

We need to make sure to 
elect democratic fair minded 
governments that will repre-
sent all of us and not just the 
wealthy and corporate world. 
We need to become involved in 
supporting organizations that 
are trying to make our world a 
safer cleaner place for our future 
generations. 

If we don’t care about issues 
as important as climate change 
we are in fact dooming our 
future generations. Mother 
Earth needs us now.  

www.underthenorthernsky.com
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“...more than 2,400 
participants with ties 
to the big oil, gas and 
coal companies were 
on hand to lobby as 
push back to any big 
moves to fight climate 
change.”

“...In losing so many 
that we love we will 
take the time to be 
more kind, more open 
and more understand-
ing of others.”
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 Education

ONWA attends conference in Rwanda 
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A group of Ontario Native 
Women’s Association (ONWA) 
staff, board of directors mem-
bers and a youth council mem-
ber recently participated in the 
Women Deliver Conference 
(WD2023) in Kigali, Rwanda.

“The reason we participated 
was because when we’re looking 
at our international work, we’re 
seeing reports from a recent 
UN (United Nations) women 
report that at the current rate 
of progress it’s going to take 
us 286 years for the world to 
achieve gender equality,” says 
Cora McGuire-Cyrette, CEO 
at ONWA. “So we really need 
to step up our advances in this 
space, particularly with Indig-
enous women because Indig-
enous women are pretty invis-
ible in the international space 
is what we’re finding. So we’re 
doing what we can to hold 
space for Indigenous women in 
these conferences.”

The world’s largest confer-
ence on gender equality and the 
health, rights and well-being of 
women and girls, the WD2023 
Conference provided a platform 
for activists and advocates, poli-
cymakers and politicians, profes-
sionals and grassroots organiza-
tions to come together to share 
experiences, strategies and best 
practices.

“There were over 6,000 
participants in person and 
even thousands more online,” 
McGuire-Cyrette says. “There 
was supposed to be up to 
200,000 participants online as 
well, so it was huge. The event 

brought together grassroots 
advocates and government, pri-
vate sector, philanthropists and 
youth to advance gender equal-
ity.”

McGuire-Cyrette says the 
presidents of Rwanda, Ethio-
pia, Senegal and Hungary 
spoke about their commitment 
to gender equality during the 
WD2023 Conference.

“It was quite interesting with 
the event being held in Rwanda, 
particularly with their history 
and also their advancements 
towards gender equality, where 
you now have 46 per cent of 
the parliament seats in Rwanda 
being occupied by women,” 
McGuire-Cyrette says.

The ONWA delegation 
attended the WD2023 Con-
ference to shed light on the 
unique challenges and systemic 
barriers Indigenous women 
face, showcase the leadership 
and strength of Indigenous 
women and advocate for policy 
changes that keep Indigenous 
women safe and ensure they 
are included in discussions and 
decision-making on issues that 
impact their lives. 

“The WD2023 Conference is 
an opportunity to continue our 
advocacy on the global stage, 
build our capacity as an organi-
zation and for our youth, and to 
foster relationships with other 
Indigenous women and Indig-
enous women’s organizations 
around the world,” says Rox-
anne Ruediger, director of cor-
porate services at ONWA. “I’m 
honoured to be able to bring 
my experience as an Indigenous 
woman to this global platform.”

ONWA’s delegates were hon-

oured to have the opportunity 
to contribute to the global con-
versation at the WD2023 Con-
ference.

“We are at a critical junc-
tion – Indigenous women are 
not safe in Canada or around 
the world and continue to 
have to negotiate their safety 
to meet their basic needs, often 
because of systemic barriers,” 
McGuire-Cyrette says. “Global 
conferences like WD2023 are 
an opportunity for collective 
advocacy to hold governments 
accountable and reclaim Indig-
enous women’s leadership.”

McGuire-Cyrette also 
stressed the importance of 
investing in women in the com-
munity.

“What we’re seeing is if you 
want to see progress happen in 
community, any community, 
invest in women in the commu-
nity because if they’re healthy 
and well, they raise healthy well 
children and therefore you have 
a healthy nation,” McGuire-
Cyrette says. “In our context 
back here as First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit people, we 
really do need to reclaim and 
restore that balance of support-
ing women to be leaders in their 
community and support their 
healing, their safety and their 
wellness.”

McGuire-Cyrette says she 
personally connected with 
some women from Rwanda 
and Kenya during the WD2023 
Conference.

“The issues we face are some-
what similar, so for instance 
the lack of implementation of 
UNDRIP (United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples), really rec-
ognizing the rights of women, 
Indigenous women in particular 
there, the need for inclusion for 
Indigenous women in decision 
making, the climate crisis and 
how the climate crisis is increas-

ing violence facing women in 
community,” McGuire-Cyrette 
says. “But what was even more 
interesting, listening to the 
women, was some of the solu-
tions were actually the same as 
what we’re facing here. So even 

though the violence is different 
within each country, the solu-
tions were still the same. The 
women were calling for invest-
ments in community, in grass-
roots with the women.”

submitted photos
A group of Ontario Native Women’s Association (ONWA) staff and delegates participated in the Women 
Deliver Conference in Kigali, Rwanda.


