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Blending Tradition with Technology

Flooding, economic development highlighted 
at the NAN Fall Chiefs Assembly
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Education jurisdiction, alcohol and 
drug issues, economic development 
funding, rejection of Omnibus Bill 132 
and flooding on the Severn River were 
among the issues raised at Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation’s Chiefs Fall Assembly.

“We were just updating our chiefs 
on education jurisdiction — a lot of 
the work we are going to be seeing is 
taking control of our own education,” 
says Deputy Grand Chief Derek Fox 
about the assembly at Delta Hotels in 
Thunder Bay. “I highlighted that com-
munication will be one of the biggest 
challenges. I believe it is going to be 
a challenge as we move through our 
four-year plan to take control of our 
own education, get out of the Indian 
Act and just learn to run our own edu-
cation system.”

Fox says there was “a lot of talk” 
about alcohol and drug issues in the 
NAN communities during the assem-
bly.

“So what is that drug strategy going 
to look like,” Fox says. “Is it a combi-
nation of supporting those who are 
addicts, is it trying to keep all the drugs 
out. There are many things our lead-
ers are struggling with because they 
don’t know how to stop the alcohol and 
drugs that are affecting our communi-
ties.”

Randall Crowe, a NAN youth coun-
cil member, says one of the issues he 
brought up during the assembly was 
that people do not want to access pro-

grams because of gossip.
“They are afraid they are going to 

get talked about when they try to get 
help,” Crowe says, noting he worked as 
a mental health worker for seven years. 
“And that is a big issue that we face in 
our communities, is gossip and people 
talking about one another that suffer 
from these issues. And that needs to 
stop — we need to encourage them to 
access services and we need to encour-
age them to get help.”

Crowe says another issue affecting 
people who want to get help for addic-
tions is the lack of available spaces at 
treatment centres.

“There is no availability for them to 
go until three-to-five months ahead 
of time,” Crowe says. “And because 
there is no availability for three-to-five 
months, they don’t want to get help 
anymore because when they want help 
there is no help.”

Greg Rickford, minister of Energy, 
Northern Development and Mines 
and minister of Indigenous Affairs, 
announced about $540,000 in fund-
ing for economic development, skills 
training and capital projects through 
the Indigenous Economic Develop-
ment Fund for six NAN communities, 
including $100,000 for Fort Albany, 
$100,000 for Moose Cree, $100,000 
for Webequie, $100,000 for MoCree-
bec Eeyoud, $90,000 for Neskantaga 
and $50,000 for Chapleau Cree, during 
the assembly.

“Investing in economic development 
projects in northern First Nation com-
munities is an essential part of promot-

ing economic prosperity across the 
north,” Rickford says. “These commu-
nity-led initiatives are providing oppor-
tunities for economic and job growth, 
and we are proud to support these 
projects throughout our province.”

The NAN chiefs declared their 
resolve to assert their rights and juris-
diction over their traditional lands by 
rejecting omnibus 

Bill 132 during the assembly.
“The message today from our chiefs 

to the government of Ontario is that 
we are the rights holders and will 
have final say in anything that hap-

pens in their territories,” says Grand 
Chief Alvin Fiddler. “Our leaders have 
strongly opposed Bill 132 as it seri-
ously undermines the mining indus-
try obligation to consult with First 
Nation communities. They have also 
rejected the disrespectful approach of 
this government of burying issues fun-
damental to First Nations in omnibus 
legislation and creating unreasonable 
timelines to undermine the right of our 
communities to adequately respond.” 

Fox says the ice jam on the Severn 
River near Bearskin Lake was filling 
the river “backwards.”

“It is a powerful river, that’s like 
10-15 kilometres per hour we say that 
it flows,” Fox said. “It’s filling the lakes 
around Bearskin and it’s causing the 
flood in our community so we’re wor-
ried about the infrastructure, we’re 
worried about the people. A lot of 
them are out now, another 150 should 
be out today and we think there is 
going to be an issue in the spring when 
it comes to the thawing out of the 
water. We’re worried about the water 
plant, how is that going to affect the 
infrastructure.”
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Provincial minister Greg Rickford announced about $540,000 in funding for economic development, skills training and capital 
projects for six Nishnawbe Aski Nation communities during the NAN Chiefs Fall Assembly, held at Delta Hotels in Thunder Bay.

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑕᑲᐧᑭ ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ, 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᒪᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᔓᓂᔭ ᑲᐅᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᐨ, 
ᑲᑭᓇᑲᐡᑭᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᑦᓂᐸᐢ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑲᐣ 
132 ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᒧᐡᑭᐱᐠ ᐊᐧᔕᐦᐅ ᓯᐱ ᐊᒥ 
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᑎᐟ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐊᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑕᑲᐧᑭ 
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᓂᑭᐃᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᓇᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᐡᑭ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᓂᓯᓭᑭᐣ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
- ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ ᐊᓄᑲᑌ ᑫᓂᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ 
ᒋᐊᓂᐱᒧᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ,”
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᑌᕑᐃᐠ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 13-14 ᑲᑭᑕᔑᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑌᓫᑕ ᐦᐅᑌᓫ ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐅᑌᓇᐠ. “ᓂᑭ 
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᑐᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐊᓂᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐯᔑᐠ ᑫᑭᒋᐊᓂᒪᐠ ᑫᐊᓄᑲᒋᑲᑌᐠ. 
ᓂᑌᐯᐧᑕᐣ ᒋᑭᒋᐊᓂᒪᐠ ᐊᐱ ᓂᐅᔭᑭ 
ᐊᓂᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᓂᔑᐱᒥᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᒋᐱᒧᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᒋᓂᑲᑌᐡᑲᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᐃᑯ ᒋᑲᑫᐧ ᑭᑫᑕᐠ 
ᑫᐃᔑᐱᒧᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ. ”

ᐸᐠᐢ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ ᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌ 
ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ.

“ᐊᓂᐣ ᑕᐡ ᑫᑭᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐸᐣ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᔑᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ. “ᑕᐃᔑᒪᒪᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐸᐣ ᓇᐦ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᑲᑲᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᓂ, 
ᑕᑭᑲᑫᐧᑭᐱᑎᓂᑲᑌᐸᐣ ᓇᐦ ᐁᑲ 
ᒋᐱᑎᑲᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ. 
ᓇᐱᐨ ᒥᔑᓇᑐᐣ ᓂᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ 
ᑲᐊᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐡ ᐁᑲ ᐁᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑫᑭᐃᔑᑭᐱᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᓂ 
ᒥᓇ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᒪᒋᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.”

ᕑᐊᐣᑐ ᑯᕑᐅ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ 
ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐨ, ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᐃᐧᐣᑕᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐅᐃᐧᐅᑕᐱᓇᓯᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂ ᐁᐧᓴ 
ᑕᔑᒥᑐᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᐠ.

“ᐅᑯᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑕᔑᒥᐣᑕᐧ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ 
ᓇᓇᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᑯᕑᐅ, ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᓴᐧᐦᓱᐊᐦᑭ ᑭᐃᓇᓄᑭ 
ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ. “ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᒋᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑭᑲᑌᐠ ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᓂᐠ, 
ᑕᔑᒥᑎᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑕᔑᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓂᒥᓭᓂᐨ. ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ 
ᑕᐡ ᒋᐳᓂᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ - ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᐡ ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ 
ᒋᑭᔕᔑᑭᒪᑭᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᔕᔑᑭᒪᑭᑕᐧ 
ᒋᓇᓇᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ.”

ᑯᕑᐅ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑯᑕᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐊᓂᒥᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑲᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᐁᑲ ᐁᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᑫᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐣ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑲᐧᔭᑕᑭᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᓂᒪ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᓂᐦᓱᐱᓯᑦ ᓇᐣᑕ ᓂᔭᓄᐱᓯᑦ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᓂᑲᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑯᕑᐅ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐁᐧᓴ 
ᑭᓇᐧᑲᐡ ᐁᐱᐦᐅᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᓂᔭᓄᐱᓯᑦ, 
ᐅᑕᓂᐳᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑕᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ.”

ᑯᕑᐁᐠ ᕑᐃᐠᐳᕑᐟ, ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑲᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᐠ 
ᐊᐧᑌᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᐅᑭᐃᐧᑕᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓂᐨ $540,000 
ᒋᔑᐊᐸᑎᓯᐨ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᐨ ᔓᓂᔭ ᑭᐃᔑᐸᑭᑎᓇ ᓂᑯᑕᐧᓱ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ, $100,000 
ᑭᐃᔑᐸᑭᑎᓇ ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ, $100,000 ᒧᐢ 
ᑯᕑᐃ, $100,000 ᐁᐧᐱᑫ, $100,000 
ᒧᑯᕑᐃᐯ ᐃᔪᐟ, $90,000 ᓀᐡᑲᑕᑲ ᒥᓇ 
$50,000 ᔕᑊᓫᐅ ᑯᕑᐃ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᑲᔭᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ 

ᐅᐣᑕᒋ ᐃᓯᓭ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᓭᐦᐃᑎᓱᒪᑲᑭᐣ 
ᑌᑎᐸᐦᐃ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐃᐠᐳᕑᐟ. 
“ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᐅᒋᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐅᒋᑕᐃᐧᓂᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᑫᐅᒋᒪᒋᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ 
ᔓᓂᔭᑫᑕᒪᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒋᐅᒋᓇᐣᑭᐦᐅᒪᑲᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᓇᐱᐨ ᓂᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐣ 
ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑐᔭᑭᐣ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐃᑯᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᔭᐠ.”

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᑭᐃᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐃᑯᑎᐯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᑭᒥᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓇᑲᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑦᓂᐸᐢ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑲᐣ 132 ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ.

“ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᑭᑲᓄᓇᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪᐣ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᓂᑕᔭᒥᐣ 
ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᓂᑲᐅᓀᑕᒥᐣ 
ᑫᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᓂᑕᑭᒥᓇᓂᐠ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ 
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᓂᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᒥᓇᐣ ᐅᑭᑲᓄᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐁᓇᑲᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑲᐣ 
132 ᐊᓂᐡ ᐅᑲᐅᒋᒪᒋᓴᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ 
ᐃᓀᑫ ᐊᓯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᐊᓀᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐁᑲ ᑭᑌᓂᒥᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᑐᑕᑫᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ 
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᓂᓂᑲᐧᐦᐊᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐅᒋ ᑲᑫᐧᐅᓇᑐᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ 
ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑲᓂ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋᑲᑫᐧᐊᓂᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᐨ 

ᑲᐃᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᑲ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ 
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᐁᐧᐨ.”

ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᑭᒧᐡᑭᐱᐠ ᐊᐧᔕᐦᐅ ᓯᐱ 
ᐯᔓᐨ ᒥᒋᑲᐣᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑭᐊᔐᒧᐡᑭᐱᓭᐠ.  

“ᒥᑐᓂ ᓱᑭᒋᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᓯᐱ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ 
10-15 ᑭᓫᐊᒥᑐᕑᐢ ᐯᔑᑯᐊᐧᑲᓭ ᐊᐱᒋᒋᐊᐧᐣ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 15. 
“ᑭᔭᓂᒪᒧᐡᑭᐱᓭᐊᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᓴᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑌᑎᐸᐦᐃ ᒥᒋᑲᐣᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᐁᑭᐊᓂᒧᐡᑭᐱᓭᐠ ᓂᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ 
ᓂᑭᓂᓂᑌᑕᒥᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᓂᑐᔭᐠ ᑭᒋᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ, ᓂᑭ ᓂᓂᑌᓂᒪᒥᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᒋᐅᒋᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᔕ ᑭᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ, 
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᓇᐣᑕ 150 ᑕᓂᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑎᓀᑕᒥᐣ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᓂᒥᓭᐠ ᐊᐱ ᐊᓂᑭᔓᐊᐧᔭᐠ 
ᐊᓂᓯᑲᐧᐠ. ᐁᓂᓂᑌᑕᒪᐠ ᒋᐅᒋᐱᑲᐧᐳᑌᐠ 
ᓂᐱᑲᐅᒋᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᐠ, ᐊᓂᐣ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑫᑐᒋᑫᒪᑲᐠ 
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐃᓯᓭᐠ.”

ᒥᒋᑲᐣᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 
10 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᒧᐡᑭᐱᐠ ᐊᐧᔕᐦᐅ 
ᓯᐱ. ᑭᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 14 ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᔭᓂᑲᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 29.
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 Health

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s 
Family Well-Being Program 
Conference included a wide 
range of keynote presentations 
and breakout sessions at the 
Valhalla Inn in Thunder Bay.

“One of the things I talked 
about was the impacts of colo-
nization,” says Wayne Rab-
bitskin, a certified addictions 
specialist from Chisasibi in Que-
bec, about his keynote presen-
tation on the second day of the 
conference. “A lot of our people 
have been stuck in that victim 
mentality so one of the things 
I was asking the participants is 
how we get unstuck, how do we 
go about moving forward.”

Rabbitskin also spoke about 
the effects of trauma during his 
Turning Past Pains into Gifts 
breakout session, including how 
it makes people more suscep-
tible to suppressing their emo-
tions.

“Even if we don’t drink 
alcohol or we don’t suppress 
it through drugs, we may sup-
press it through all the foods 
we eat,” Rabbitskin says. “So 
why do we do that — because 
there’s something missing in 
our lives that we haven’t really 
addressed yet. So that is why 
our people have become obese, 
suffer diabetes and chronic 
diseases and a whole bunch 
of mental health issues too 
because of unresolved issues.”

Rose Pittis, a retired consul-
tant from South Gillies, deliv-
ered a breakout session on The 
Art of Forgiveness and Apolo-
gies.

“First of all we talked about 
the art of apology and how you 
can use four steps and only 
12 important words, and you 
can do an apology that has to 
be true to the heart and hon-
est and straightforward and it 
becomes something that people 
value,” Pittis says. “(For) the 
forgiveness part, there is a good 
video that we use as well as the 
idea that with forgiveness you 
have to be patient, the timing 
has to be right to forgive, your 
agenda has to be right, the 
motivation has to be right to 
forgive. And once you truly for-
give, you are free from the per-
son who has done something to 
you.”

Jordan Bear, owner of Cree-
bear Consulting from Waska-
ganish in Quebec, delivered 
a breakout session on Smart 
Phone Optimization.

“It’s basically how to use 
your smartphone to get the 
most out of it, how to be more 
efficient and how to make your 
life a little bit easier,” Bear says, 
noting he spoke about the his-
tory of smartphones as well as 
the types of apps he uses to be 
more efficient in his business. 
“(I use) basically the travel 
apps, productivity apps like 
Google Drive, anything that has 
to do with networking, a lot of 
them that have to do with busi-
ness development. (I also use) 
the shopping apps and apps 
for booking cars or booking 
appointments or booking tables 
at restaurants, just anything 
along the line that is going to 
make it more easier to operate.”

Chris Mushquash, Canada 
Research Chair in Indigenous 

Mental Health and associate 
professor at Lakehead Univer-
sity, delivered a breakout ses-
sion on Land-Based Healing.

“I was talking about develop-
ment in the context of adversity 
in trauma and how to support 
our families with the founda-
tions of wellness that we under-
stand from our community and 
cultural ways but also from 
our more psychological ways,” 
Mushquash says. “The group 
here is engaged in really mean-
ingful work in their communi-
ties and people are very pas-
sionate and very thoughtful in 
terms of their work and care a 
lot about the wellbeing of their 
families and communities, so 
for me it is always a privilege 
and a pleasure to speak with 
people who are doing such 
important work.”

Alice Sabourin, a commu-
nity arts facilitator and social 
worker, delivered a breakout 
session on Healing Through the 
Arts.

“The key points for my work-
shop was how to bring art as a 
way to build community and 
to help create resilience in the 
youth through art,” Sabourin 
says. “Norval Morrisseau said 
the colours will heal you — and 
when our people are hurting 
and they’re lost, art is a way 
that we create a voice within 
for people to express them-
selves. My firm belief is that it’s 
through our art, our visual art, 
our spoken word, our songs, 
our music, that’s the spirit of 
our ancestors, the spirit of the 
animals, the spirit of the earth 
talking to us and supporting us 
too.”

Sol Mamakwa
MPP Kiiwetinoong

73 King St, Unit 104 • Sioux Lookout
807-737-2210 /  1-888-444-1723
SMamakwa-CO@ndp.on.ca

ᑭᐸᑯᕋᓂᒥᑯᓇᐘ   ᐸᔦᑕᑫᐣᑕᒧᐏᐣ  ᐁᑲᐧᒧᒋᑫᐣᑕᒧᐏᐣ   
ᒋᐊᔭᔦᕁ    ᑲᐏᐊᓂᒪᑯᕋᑭᕈᑲᕁᐁᑲᐧ  ᑲᐏᐊᓂᐅᐢᑭᔭᐦᑭᐘᕁ

Wishing you and your family peace and joy 
throughout the holidays, and into the new year.

Wawatay’s Board and Staff 
would like to humbly thank all who 
supported us during our historic 
past and are grateful for the 
continued support into 
the next generation. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

NAN family well-being 
conference held in Thunder Bay

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Chisasibi’s Wayne Rabbitskin delivers his Turning Past Pains into Gifts breakout session on the final day of 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s Family Well-Being Program Conference, held at the Valhalla Inn in Thunder Bay. Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Waskaganish’s Jordan Bear delivers his Smart Phone Optimization breakout session.
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 Health
NAN Health Summit takes notes from Australian health care models
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Health transformation 
updates and breakout sessions 
on a range of health issues 
were among the topics at the 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Health 
Summit, held at Delta Hotels in 
Thunder Bay.

“We’ve looked at an Indig-
enous primary health care ser-
vices delivery model that came 
from Australia,” says Mae Katt 
during her update and discus-
sion session. “Australia has a 
health commission (that) rep-
resents 350,000 Indigenous 
people. They have a board of 22 
members that are elected from 
their organizations. At the cen-
tre of their model is culture — 
every community has their own 
culture and that is respected in 
this model. They look at cul-
turally appropriate and skilled 
workforce, so that is something 
we are striving for.”

Katt also noted the impor-

tance of accessible health ser-
vices and a flexible approach to 
care.

“We know there are many 
ways to provide care and we 
know that there are ways to 
involve family and important 
people in your life when you 
are provided health care,” Katt 
says. “Community participa-
tion is really key to this model 
— community participation 
is very important and we are 
going to ask for your participa-
tion today. Self determination 
and empowerment, very strong 
words on how do you become 
the people in control of a health 
system that’s going to address 
your community needs and how 
is that going to help the NAN 
communities become well.”

Katt also noted the impor-
tance of holistic health care.

“Since the 1950s we’ve 
only been provided a medical 
model,” Katt says. “So we need 
to be able to take and extend 
the health services delivery 

model now and make it more 
holistic.”

Georgina Lentz, director of 
Health Transformation with 
NAN, says community partici-
pation is one of the pillars of the 
Health Transformation process.

“We have folks that are going 
into communities — we’ve vis-

ited 22 so far since we started, 
with the plan to visit every 
one,” Lentz says. “It’s gives us a 
perspective from each commu-
nity.”

Leroy Quoquat, health direc-
tor at Lac Seul, says the summit 
was “very informative.”

“The breakout sessions were 

good — people talked about the 
Choose Life programs that they 
are running within their com-
munities,” Quoquat says. “A 
lot of that information sharing 
is good overall for everyone. It 
was important to come here just 
to establish and create links and 
network with each other.”

Breakout sessions on Holis-
tic Approach Healing and Well-
ness, Choose Life Program, Sup-
porting Families and Youth and 
KO EHealth Program. Other 
breakout sessions were held on 
Programs and Services, Struc-
ture and Mandate and Gover-
nance Model.

The third day of the summit 
included a keynote presentation 
on Cultural Humility: Essential 
Foundations When Working 
with Indigenous Patients by 
Crystal Hardy, regional Indig-
enous cancer lead with Cancer 
Care Ontario.

“Some of my key points of my 
presentation today was about 
cultural humility and doing self 

reflection and understanding 
what your own true voice is in 
order to be able to give your 
voice to others,” Hardy says. “To 
be able to advocate for other 
people you really need to know 
yourself deep down and you 
need to respect yourself and 
respect others.”

Other keynote presenta-
tions were delivered by Valdie 
Seymour on Holistic Approach 
Healing and Wellness and 
Rob Riddell, from the Canada 
Space Agency, and Marjolaine 
Sioui, executive director of First 
Nations of Quebec and Labra-
dor Health and Social Services 
Commission. The third day also 
featured keynote presentations 
by Ellen Blais, Tamara Cascag-
nette and Marla Monague from 
the Association of Midwives, 
Hardy, Manpreet Khaper and 
Alethea Kewayosh from Can-
cer Care Ontario and Dr. Wil-
liam Harris from Thunder Bay 
Regional Health Sciences Cen-
tre.

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒥᓄᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᑭᐅᓇᑌ ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧ 
ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᓇᓇᑲ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑭᐱ 
ᐸᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᑭᐸᐱᑭᓯ ᐅᑲᐧᐱᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐁᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ 26-28 
ᐸᓫᐦᐊᓫᐊ ᑲᐯᔑᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ.

“ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᐸᑲᒥᐡᑲᑫᒪᑲᑭᐣ 
ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐁᐧᔾᐣ ᕑᐊᐱᐟᐢᑭᐣ, ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ 
ᑲᑎᐯᓂᒥᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ ᒥᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᒋᓴᓯᐱ ᐅᐣᒋ 
ᑯᐯᐠ, ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐨ 
ᓂᔓᑯᐣ ᑲᓂᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ. 
“ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᓂᐱᒪᓀᓂᒥᑯ 
ᐅᑎᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐯᔑᑫᐧᐠ 
ᓂᑭᔑᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᑲᐧᐱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᐊᐱᐢᑯᓇᒪᑭᐸᐣ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᒥᒋᒥᓂᑯᔭᐠ, ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ ᓂᑲᑌᐡᑲᒪᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᒥᒋᒥᓂᑯᔭᐠ.”

ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐊᐱᐟᐢᑭᐣ 
ᐅᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᓇᐣ ᑭᒋᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᑐᒋᑫᒪᑲᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐨ 
ᒋᑫᐧᑭᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ 
ᐃᐧᓴᑫᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᐡᑲᐧᐨ ᒥᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᒋᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᐁᐧᐣᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᑲᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᒧᔑᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. 

“ᒥᓴᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᒥᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑭᑭᒪᐦᐅᑎᓱᐊᐧᑫᔭᐠ 
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐣ, ᒪᐡᑯᐨ ᑭᑐᒋᑲᑐᒥᐣ 
ᑭᒧᔑᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᐁᔭᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᒥᒋᑦ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐊᐱᐟᐢᑭᐣ. “ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑕᐡ 
ᐁᐅᐣᒋᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ - ᐊᓂᐡ ᑫᑯᐣ 
ᑭᓇᓇᑐᓇᒥᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒪᔑ ᐁᑭᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐠ 
ᒋᑭᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐠ. ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᑲᓄᒋ 
ᑭᒋᐊᐣᒋᐳᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᔓᑲᐊᐧᐱᓀᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑭᒋᐃᓇᐱᓀᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒥᔑᐣ 
ᓇᓇᑲ ᒪᒥᑐᓀᒋᑲᓂ ᐃᓇᐱᓀᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑭᑭᐡᑲᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᐡ ᐁᑲ 
ᐁᑭᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᐱᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ.”

ᕑᐅᐢ ᐱᑎᐢ, ᐊᔕ ᑭᐳᓇᓄᑭ 
ᑲᑭᐱᐊᓄᑭᐸᐣ ᓴᐅᐟ ᑭᓫᐃᐢ, 
ᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᐠ 
ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᒪᑲᐠ ᐳᓀᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 

ᒥᒋᓇᐁᐧᓯᑲᑕᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. 
“ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑕᐡ ᓂᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᒥᐣ 

ᑲᐃᓇᓄᑭᒪᑲᐠ ᒥᒋᓇᐁᐧᓯᑲᑕᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᓂᐊᐧ ᑕᑯᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓂᔓᔕᑊ ᐁᑕ 
ᐃᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᓂᐣ, ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᐃᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᑭᒥᒋᓇᐁᐧᓯᑲᑕᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᑐᓂ ᐱᑯ ᑲᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᑭᑌᐦᐃᐠ 
ᒋᐅᒋᒪᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᒪᔭᑦ ᒋᓂᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ 
ᑫᐅᐣᒋᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᑎᐢ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᐧᐯᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐊᔭᒪᑲᐣ 
ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᐣ ᑲᓂᑕᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑫᑯᓀᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᐧᐯᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒋᔕᔑᐯᑕᒪᐣ, ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᓂᑯ ᑫᐊᐱᒋᔭᐣ ᒋᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᒪᐣ 
ᒋᐊᓂᐁᐧᐯᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ, ᑭᑎᓀᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒋᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐃᔑᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐣ 
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐁᐧᐯᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ. 
ᐊᐱ ᑕᐡ ᑌᐯᐧ ᒥᑐᓂ ᐁᐧᐯᑕᒪᐣ, 
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐱᐣ ᒋᒥᒋᒥᓂᐠ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᑐᑕᐃᐧᐠ.”

ᒐᐧᕑᑎᐣ ᐯᕑ, ᐅᑎᐯᐣᑕᐣ ᑯᕑᐃᐯᕑ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᐧᐡᑲᑲᓂᐡ 

ᑯᐯᐠ, ᐅᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᔑ 
ᑲᑭᑕᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

“ᐃᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑫᑭᐃᔑᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐸᐸᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᑫᑭᐅᒋᓇᐦᐃᓭᔭᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋᐁᐧᒋᓭᐠ ᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᕑ, ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᐣ ᓂᐢᑕᑦ 
ᑲᑭᐱᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᐨ ᑫᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐨ 
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ. “ᓂᑕᐸᒋᑐᐣ ᐱᒥᔭᐃᐧ 
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐃᑲᐣ, ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᔭᑭᐣ 
ᐃᒪ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ, ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐱᑯ ᐃᒪ 
ᑲᐅᒋ ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᒥᔑᓀᐧᐠ 
ᐊᔭᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐃᓀᑫ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑐᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᐣ 
ᐁᐅᒋᐃᓇᐱᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋᐅᓇᑐᔭᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐊᐃᐧᐦᐊᓱᔭᐣ 
ᐅᑕᐸᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑲᐣ 
ᑲᐃᐧᐅᓇᑐᔭᐣ ᒋᐊᑕᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᓯᓂᔭᐣ 
ᐃᐧᓯᓂᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐊᒥᐱᑯ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑐᑲᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑫᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐁᐧᒋᓭᑭᐣ 
ᒋᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.”

ᑯᕑᐃᐢ ᒪᐢᑲᐧᐡ, ᑲᓇᑕ 
ᓇ ᓇ ᑕ ᐃ ᐧ ᑭ ᑫ ᒋ ᑫ ᐃ ᐧ ᐣ 
ᑲᓂᑲᓂᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᒪᒥᑐᓀᒋᑲᓂ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 

ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐨ ᓫᐁᐠᐦᐁᐟ 
ᑭᒋᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑭᐱᐊᔭᒥ ᑲᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᐠ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ 
ᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂ.

“ ᓂ ᑭ ᐊ ᓂ ᒧ ᑕ ᓇ ᐸ ᐣ 
ᑫ ᑭ ᐃ ᔑ ᐊ ᓄ ᑲ ᑌ ᑭ ᐸ ᐣ 
ᑲᐱᒋᐊᓂᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑭᒋᐊᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑫᑭᐃᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑭᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐊᓄᒋ 
ᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᔭᓂᒥᓄᔭᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᑭᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑲᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᒪᒥᑐᓀᒋᑲᓇᐱᓀᐃᐧ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐃᔑ 
ᐊᔑᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧᐸᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒪᐢᑲᐧᐡ. “ᐅᒪ ᑲᐅᑲᐧᐱᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᑐᓂ 
ᐅᑭᒋᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᒪᒥᑐᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑭᒋᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑫᑭᐃᔑ ᒥᓄᔭᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑫᓂᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐱᔕᔭᐣ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᓇᓇᑯᑦ ᒥᓇ ᓂᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ 
ᑲᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᑲᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂᑭᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ.”

ᐊᓫᐃᑊ ᓴᐸᐧᕑᐃᐣ, 
ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐨ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐨ, ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐱᐊᔭᒥ 
ᑲᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᐠ ᑲᐅᐣᒋ ᑭᑫᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ. 

“ᐃᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᐃᔑ 
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ ᓂᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᒋᐊᐸᑕᐠ ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ 
ᔑᐱᓀᐃᐧᓂ ᒋᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᓴᐸᐧᕑᐃᐣ. “ᓇᐧᕑᐳ ᒪᐧᕑᓱ 
ᑭᐃᑭᑐᐸᐣ ᓇᓇᑲ ᑲᐊᐃᓇᓯᓇᑌᑭᐣ 
ᑲᑭ ᑭᑫᐦᐃᑯᐣ - ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᓴᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ - ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᑕᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ 
ᑲᓄᑕᒪᐊᐧᑭᐧᑕ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ 
ᑫ ᐅ ᒋ ᑎ ᐸ ᒋ ᒥ ᑎ ᓱ ᐊ ᐧ ᐨ . 
ᓂᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑌᐯᐧᑕᐣ ᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, 
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᐅᔑᑐᔭᐠ, 
ᑲᐃᐧᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ, ᑭᓂᑲᒧᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, 
ᐊᒥᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᒋ 
ᐊᓂᑫᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ, ᑲᐅᒋᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᔑᔕᐠ, ᑲᐅᒋᐱᒪᑎᓯᒪᑲᐠ 
ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᐁᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Ovide Mercredi, Health Transformation lead and negotiator with Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation, speaks during a session at the NAN Health Sum-
mit, held at Delta Hotels in Thunder Bay.
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November ushered in win-
ter. The first half of the 
month was unseasonably 

cold with a persistent flow of 
air from the Arctic. Wait for the 
second half - sounds like a foot-
ball game - temperatures were 2 
to 5° C warmer than normal in 
the last two weeks. Winter-like 
conditions shifted to fall-like 
and persisted until the final 
days of November.

The consequences of cold to 
warmer varied from place to 
place but my garden had frozen 
ground at some depth a few 
weeks ago and thawed soil at 
the surface by December 1. 

Who knows what worms and 
other creatures think about this. 
The 15° C increase in tempera-
ture changed the ice cover on 
waterways from risky to walk 
on to out of the question.

Overall, November was 
cooler than the long-term aver-
age. Especially in the Northeast, 
where temperatures were -3° to 
-4°C below normal values.

Precipitation was less than 
average with the driest condi-
tions recorded in the North-
west. Kenora, for example, only 

had a trace of rain and 12 cm of 
snow in November. However, 
all of the region had a layer of 
snow by mid-November, which 
persisted into December. 

As readers know, even those 
who do not appreciate winter, 
snow cover provides insulation 
for building foundations, water 
lines and sewer pipes.

Usually precipitation is 
mostly rain in the first half and 
snow later in the month. This 
November featured mainly 
snow with minor amounts of 
rain or freezing rain scattered 
through the month. Snow 
amounts were highly variable.

 

December and 
looking ahead

There are dates that stand 
out.  December 21, the Winter 
Solstice, when the sun is low-
est in the southern sky. After 
the Solstice the days become 
longer and about a week later 
the daylight begins to increase 
again. And around January 20 
is on average the coldest time of 
the year. Afterward the average 
temperatures start plodding 
upward again. Longer days 
and warmer temperatures are 
appreciated, even by the winter 
lovers.

Another notable date is Janu-
ary 5. The Earth will be closest 
to the Sun at 147 million kilo-
metres. This “close” approach 
is termed the “perihelion”, 
(from the Greek “peri” meaning 

near and helios meaning Sun).                
The “aphelion”, about 152 mil-
lion kilometres, will take place 
in early July 2020. 

Yes, winter cold has more to 
do with the tilt of the Northern 
Hemisphere away from the Sun 
– and winter would be colder 
if this “close proximity” did not 
happen.

The warmer than average 
temperatures in later November 
persisted well into December in 
much of Northwestern Ontario, 
but not in the Northeast where 
temperatures were about 4° 
C cooler than seasonal. Snow 
amounts in early December 
came in manageable amounts 
except in typical snow belts 
east of Lake Superior and Lake 
Nipigon.

Two weekends ago most 
of Minnesota dealt with a 
“historical” snowstorm. The 
definition of “historical” in this 
context is a little fuzzy but 55 
cm in Duluth has to qualify for a 
mention. Snow amounts often 
vary greatly over distance and 
time. Thunder Bay and Grand 
Portage (south of the border) 
had zero.

About one week ago the 
weather was similar from the 
Manitoba boundary to Que-
bec. Temperatures were quite 
warm – near or slightly above 
the freezing/melting point  - 
with the warmest temperatures 
occurring in the early morning 
hours of Sunday. 

It was driven by a weak low-
pressure system that tracked 

through Ontario and continued 
east into the Maritimes. This 
system included a cold front 
that ushered in an abrupt slide 
back to winter by Monday.

Medium-term forecasts 
suggest winter-like conditions 
continuing for another week 
with milder days between 
Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Eve. For January the outlooks 
are varied.  

When forecast models dis-
agree, it is best we wait and see.

The United Nations climate 
talks have taken place for the 
past two weeks in Madrid, 
Spain. Representatives from 
200 countries met to refine the 
rules of the Paris Agreement 
(2015). 

I thought the opening speech 
by UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres was timely and 
appropriate. 

He criticized the lack of 
“political will” in advancing the 
Paris Agreement’s goals. “Do we 
really want to be remembered 
as the generation that buried its 
head in the sand, that fiddled 
while the planet burned?” 
His scolding was intended for 
all but especially the Trump 
administration.

Weather will catch up with 
winter conditions and skim the 
results of those climate talks. 
Perhaps some of the talk applies 
to northern regions. 

That’s enough about political 
weather. Enjoy all the special 
times that happen in the next 
week or two.

When I was invited to an 
event featuring Jesse 
Thistle, a Metis Cree 

Author, Assistant Professor at 
Toronto’s York University and 
a PhD candidate who is also an 
advocate for the homeless, I 
had just a faint idea of who the 
man was.

The event, sponsored by the 
Temiskaming Native Womens 
Support Group  promised to 
be a story of rags to riches and 
the triumph of a Metis Cree 
man who managed to move 
from being homeless, incarcer-
ated and an addict to a scholar, 
author and prominent educator. 
He was featured as the key note 
speaker for two events, one in 
Temiskaming Shores and the 
other in Kirkland Lake at the 
end of November.

I am an Indigenous man, 
a Cree from Attawapiskat on 
the Great James Bay and I was 
brought up in a traditional life-
style. I speak my Cree language 
and I have a good understand-
ing of my tradition and culture. 
When I heard that Jesse was 
coming to the north to speak to 
us about miraculously turning 
his life around I was at first a 
little skeptical as I have seen 
so many so called Indigenous 
people claiming all kinds of 
things over the past 20 years 
and much of the time it was 
based on questionable ancestral 
claims. Many of these proclaim-
ers were acting on the fact that 
being Indigenous has become 
rather trendy over the past few 
decades and some were try-
ing to take advantage of this 
in terms of furthering their 
careers, to promote their art or 
to gain financial rewards.

I was pleasantly surprised to 
see that Jesse was making no 
claims that he could not back 
up with good research pointing 
to his Metis Cree ancestry. He 
also spoke with honesty and 
truth about his hard life and 
the fact that his family in the 
late 1800s were displaced from 
their lands in Manitoba and had 
to flee to Saskatchewan. He 
talked about his people having 
to live without any claim to a 
land base and settled on road-
sides and next to railway tracks 
in tents and shacks known as 
Metis road allowance commu-
nities. In the 1980s his father 
disappeared and it is believed 
he was murdered as he was liv-
ing a hard life and dealing with 
addictions. Jesse ended up with 
his grandparents in Brampton 

Ontario.
When he became a young 

man his life began to spiral 
out of control and he became 
addicted to drugs and in par-
ticular crack and ended up 
on a trail that put him on the 
streets and committing petty 
crimes. Some of the stories he 
told about these hard times 
were presented in a very Native 
way with a humorous tint. He 
talked about how he finally he 
ended up committing a crime 
to attract the attention of the 
police and ended up in jail 
so that he could get medical 
treatment for an infection in 
his leg that had festered to the 
point where his foot had turned 
black. After a couple of attempts 
at addiction treatment through 
the sentencing given by a judge 
who understood that Jesse 
needed a break, he ended up in 
a treatment program where he 
took advantage of upgrading 
and getting an education.

Jesse makes no bones about 
it and points out that his road 
to recovery and getting a life 
had a lot to do with meeting 
good people in his steps along 
the way in jail, at treatment 
and in the person of his wife 
Lucie, who met him when he 
was being released back into 
society. With her by his side and 
helping him to integrate back 
into becoming a good citizen 
and student he focused on his 
education and quickly made 
huge strides. Today he is an 
author with the launching of 
his book From The Ashes, he is 
an assistant professor at York 
University, a Trudeau Scholar as 
well as a Vanier Scholar and a 
PhD candidate. He was recently 
named one of Toronto’s most 
influential people of 2019 by 
Toronto Life and he is a member 
of the Canadian Alliance to 
End Homelessness. For more 
information go to his website at 
www.jessethistle.com 

Meegwetch, thanks Jesse for 
being honest, working hard and 
standing up and moving ahead 
in a world that will always be 
challenging. As someone in 
recovery I understand how 
scary the thought of relapse is 
and I know how important it is 
to keep doing what we have to 
do to stay sober and have a life. 
Thanks to his wife Lucie for her 
love and devotion and all of the 
good people who lifted Jesse 
up when he most needed it. 
Most importantly I give thanks 
to all those who are suffering 
with addictions, detachment 
and dysfunction tied to colonial 
trespasses and to those who are 
homeless because they are the 
motivation for Jesse and myself 
to keep going on his trail of dis-
covery and healing. 
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My uncle Cheekanish passed 
away on November 24 at the 
age of 88 in Attawapiskat. He 
is my father Marius’s older 
brother. Uncle Cheekanish’s 
English name was Leo Kataqua-
pit. My family mourned at his 
passing but we also celebrated 
his memory as he had lived 
a long full life that he filled 
with as much fun, happiness 
and goodness as he could. 
Uncle Cheekanish and his wife 
Theresa raised a strong fam-
ily of children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren that 
inherited their sense of laugh-
ter, warmth and kindness. His 
children include Robert, Maria, 
Noella, Peter, Rollande, Jeffrey 
and Jerry. 

I remember my last visit with 
him and his wife Theresa in 
2016. It was a visit full of laugh-
ter and recollections that I had 
together with my cousins Ron 
Kataquapit and Roger Nakogee. 
Leo was a master story teller 
and he had a knack of mixing 
every memory and teachings 
with plenty of laughter so of 
course it was easy to remember 
his stories. 

He told us about the origins 
of his Cree nickname Cheekan-
ish and the fact that it came 
from childhood. As a boy, he 
had a minor accident that 
involved his aunt who was 
using a small axe to cut wood. 
The axe his aunt used had 
nearly hit him in some minor 
way and he ran back to his par-
ents and tried to explain what 
had happened. 

The Cree word for little axe 
is Chee-kah-eh-kah-n-ish. As a 
little boy who was still learning 
to speak, all his parents could 
understand from his excited 
cries was how he mispro-
nounced the word and shouted 
instead ‘Cheekanish, Cheekan-
ish’. 

His parents were happy that 
he was not seriously hurt but 
they found it funny to hear his 

words and the name stuck with 
him ever after. Just about every-
body I knew up the James Bay 
coast ended up with some kind 
of nickname from childhood 
and he was no exception.

He was born in 1931 far 
north of Attawapiskat near 
Winisk closer to the Hudson 
Bay coast. His father James 
and mother Janie lived in this 
area before moving south 
to Attawapiskat. My uncle 
mentioned that he was born 
at a place called ‘Sesematawa 
Sakeehegun’ during a time 
when life was very difficult for 
everyone. Life there was lived 
as it had been for thousands 
of years by our ancestors. He 
remembered many stories that 
his parents passed down to 
him about how their world was 
filled with Native tradition, 
spiritual beliefs, visions and 
legends. 

As a young boy, he said that 
their family often struggled 
through periods of famine. He 
recalled one winter where his 
family had not been able to find 
enough food. 

Amazingly his mother man-
aged to provide enough suste-
nance by melting snow to water 
and that had to do until the 
famine ended. 

He had moments of further 
suffering as a child when he 
was forced to attend residential 
school. He described how horri-
bly he was treated and how the 
experience had left him with 
terrible memories of what was 
done to him and others. Even 
though these things had been 
perpetuated by the church, 
he still held a strong Catholic 
faith blended with traditional 
spiritual belief and he looked up 
to the Virgin Mary as a figure 
that had saved his life through 
prayer many times. 

As a boy he learned to hunt, 
trap and fish with his father 
James and his brothers George, 
Alex, Gabriel and my father 
Marius. 

He looked up to his brother 
Thomas and he also took care 
of their sister Celine and their 
youngest brother David. 

Uncle Cheekanish explained 
that he didn’t use a firearm 
until he was 17 years of age. 
Before then, he had done all his 
hunting with snares, traps and 
a bow and arrow. I had never 

realized that my ancestors had 
used the bow and arrow. My 
father Marius often remarked 
that uncle Cheekanish was the 
best hunter and trapper in the 
family.

Even though he was raised 
on the land in the wilderness he 
also learned how to play music 
and became an accomplished 
fiddle player along with his 
brother Gabriel. In his prime, 
Uncle Cheekanish played at 
many community gatherings 
and events. He loved making 
people laugh and he enjoyed 
it even more if he could make 
them dance and sing. 

Everyone that knew him or 
met him, from old time hunt-
ers, traditional people, family, 
friends, as well as non-Native 
visitors, medical people, teach-
ers and visitors to our commu-
nity all went away with a story. 

We are losing our Elders in 
Attawapiskat and I was sad to 
learn that Eli Metatawabin had 
also just recently passed away a 
week before Uncle Cheekanish. 
Elder Metatawabin was from 
the same generation as Uncle 
Cheekanish and they were good 
friends throughout their lives. 

Elder Metatawabin was a 
kind gentle character who had 
been part of the lives of so many 
people in our community. He 
didn’t have a family of his own 
but he had a community full 
of people who considered him 
part of theirs. 

I’m sure that Uncle Cheekan-
ish has found an old fiddle 
again and invited Eli to a party 
somewhere. 

Uncle Cheekanish has met 
up with his brother Gabriel 
and they are all laughing and 
playing again like they did as 
young men with their parents 
and all their loved ones before 
them. I can hear the fiddles, 
the clapping, the stomping, the 
shuffling of flying feet in step 
dances and the laughter of a 
hall full of family and friends. 
Cheekanish and Eli are still 
making us all smile in their 
memory and I love them for 
that. Chi-Meegwetch Nookoo-
mis Cheekanish Neh-sh-tah 
Eli, Kee-sah-kee-eh-tee-nah-n 
(Thank you so much Uncle 
Cheekanish and Eli, we love 
you) 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

I saw the full moon rise this 
past month and it is always 
a beautiful sight to see, espe-

cially in the fall. The orange 
glow of this mysterious orb in 
the sky lighting up the misty 
clouds on the horizon has 
always been part of our lives. 
Most of us take it for granted 
and we don’t look up at the 
night sky every often. I am also 
guilty of this. Many times, I find 
that my life gets busy with so 
many distractions and events 
that I forget to look up at the 
night time sky and marvel at 
this beautiful phenomena. 

In Cree we call the moon, 
Tee-pees-kee Pee-sim - which 
basically translates as ‘the night 
sun’. 

The first part of the word 
Tee-pees-kee refers to the night 
which is called Tee-pees-kah-oo 
and the second part of the word 
‘Pee-sim’ is the word for the 
sun. The two words together in 
Cree simply describes the moon 
as the night time sun. 

This celestial object plays a 
big part in many cultures in our 
world. 

It generally marks the sea-
sons of the year and many 
groups of people all through the 
ages have noticed the changes 
of the moon during the year. 
It marks time and in some reli-
gions it plays a prominent role, 
most notably in the Muslim 
religion where they identify the 
season of Ramadan according 
to the cycles of the moon. In 
China and other parts of Asia, 
they have the Mid-Autumn 

Festival or as it is also known 
as the Moon Festival or Harvest 
Moon Festival, which has been 
identified for over 3,000 years. 
Originally this festival featured 
moon worship, traditions and 
beliefs all related to the moon 
and its changing cycles and its 
relationship to agriculture and 
the land. In Hindu traditions 
in India, the moon is known 
as the deity Chandra and it is 
identified as being part of the 
Navagraha, the “nine celestial 
bodies” which places the moon 
in equal prominence with the 
sun and major planets. 

In the north on the James 
Bay coast, the moon plays a 
major role in our traditional 
lives as it marks the seasons 
of the year. We name our 
months according to the cycles 
of the moon and our calendar 
starts in the spring. Accord-
ing to our Elders, our months 
are known as Mikisiwi-piisim 
(eagle moon), Niski-piisim 
(Canada goose moon), Aliiki-
piisim or Aniiki-piisim (frog 
moon), Saakipakaawi-piisim 
(budding moon), Opaskowi-
piisim (moulting moon), 
Ohpahowi-piisim (flying up 
moon), Wehwewi-piisim (blue 
goose moon), Opimahaamowi-
piisim (migrating moon), 
Kashkatinisiw-piisim (freeze-up 
moon), Paapiiwaachakinishiish-
piisim (little scattering moon), 
Kishe-paapiiwaatakini-piisim 
(great scattered about moon) 
and Kishe-piisim (great moon). 

One lesson I remembered 
from my father Marius was in 
identifying Kishe-piisim (the 
great moon) which corresponds 
to February, the coldest month 
of the year. During this frozen 
time of the year, you can see 
the moon taking an unusual 
orientation in the sky. As Kishe-
piisim wanes into a crescent 
shape, it begins to look like a ‘U’ 
shape in the sky and it is at this 

point that everyone knows that 
winter is at its peak. 

It is hard to believe we have 
actually travelled to the moon 
and walked its surface. Why we 
have not been back in person 
since Apollo 11 in 1969, espe-
cially with all the technology 
we have created since, I can’t 
explain. Perhaps we have just 
been caught up as a society with 
all of the action and ills of our 
very own little planet we call 
Earth. Perhaps the moon visit 
deniers are right and that the 
original voyage was never really 
made in reality but shot in a stu-
dio environment somewhere on 
Earth. I like to think although 
we have better technology and 
more resources it is merely 
because we have not had the 
political will to visit that very 
lonely man in the moon. 

Other countries are every 
interested these days in travel-
ling to the moon and China 
recently sent up a spacecraft 
and did some roaming around. 
India also made a valiant effort 
to visit that great hunk of 
cheese in the sky but their craft 
ended up having a technical, 
mechanical problem.

I know one thing for sure 
about the moon and that is 
the fact that it really binds us 
together as a human race. No 
matter where you are on Earth 
when you look up to the night 
sky and focus on our wonderful 
moon you realize that there are 
millions of other humans doing 
the same thing. 

The moon has always had a 
role in keeping us connected, 
guided and lit. Someday I imag-
ine, if we don’t blow ourselves 
up or become extinct because 
of climate crisis, some of our 
future generations will be 
looking back at Earth from the 
moon. How cool would that be? 
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For The Love Of Our Elders

The Night Sun 

 Commentary

Thank you
John Gagnon

Wawatay would like to thank Nishnawbe Aski Nation, our Tribal Councils, Nishnawbe 
Aski Development Fund and all the communities who purchased Jamborees and 
Live Broadcasts on our airwaves this past year. You, along with all our other clients, 

played a significant role in keeping the operations ongoing. We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, and look forward to continued business and successes in 2020.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

DREAM BIG

GET THE SKILLS

DO THE JOB APPLY NOW

Contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura,  

Phone: 807 622-6000  
Fax: 807 622-6010 

toms@wawatay.on.ca

Book your Wawatay News ad today!
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INDIGENOUS OPPORTUNITIES IN THUNDER BAY

Make a Difference. 
Become A Foster Parent.

A meaningful career starts here.

Our goal is to provide a safe and nurturing home for 
children who need to come into agency care. Tikinagan 
provides ongoing support and will work with you every 
step of the way to ensure a family setting where children 
can grow and thrive.

We need caring Indigenous foster parents in the Thunder 
Bay district to care for children and youth, ranging from 
ages 0-18, for either short- or long-term. 

We are looking for Indigenous Foster Homes, Emergency 
Homes, and foster parents for our Agency Operated Homes. 
All foster parents receive financial compensation, training, 
and monthly respite.

Do you have an interest in working with children and 
youth? Experience raising a family, working with 
children and/or being a part of community life in small 
remote First Nations, especially a community served by 
Tikinagan?

Tikinagan Child and Family Services is hiring 
Thunder Bay  based positions in all service areas. On 
the job training is provided. Education and/or experience 
in  social services or child welfare is an asset but not
required. We offer excellent salary and benefits, 
comprehensive training, and a supportive team  
environment. For more information, visit tikinagan.org /
thunderbayjobs or call 1-800-465-3624.

tikinagan.org

MAMOW 
OBIKI-AHWAHSOOWIN
Everyone working together to raise our children.

INDIGENOUS OPPORTUNITIES IN THUNDER BAY

 Arts and Entertainment
Their Breath in Beads exhibition showcased at Thunder Bay Art Gallery
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Thunder Bay Art Gal-
lery’s Their Breath in Beads 
exhibition included artist talks 
by six of the 10 beaders whose 
work was on display.

“My identity is really impor-
tant for me — it’s where and 
how my beading began,” says 
Sheila Demerah, a beader 
from Fort William. “Most of my 
vamps and my moccasins are 
inspired from the things I see 
outside my kitchen window. 
My table is right there in the 
kitchen and I look outside at the 
flowers, the leaves, the trees, 
the seasons. That’s how things 
work for me, and I take a lot of 
pictures and I draw them out. I 
have a notebook full of different 
designs.”

Demerah created her art 
piece, called Midsummer Flow-
ers, with five pairs of moccasins 
with quillwork.

“I started thinking about 
using quills in my vamps about 
three years ago,” Demerah says. 
“I saw a pair of earrings and 
they were using quills and I’m 
like: ‘Will that work on mocca-
sins.’”

Helen Pelletier, a beader 
from Fort William, created her 
art piece with an otter pelt med-
icine bag.

“I started beading the outside 
pieces in the spring and I fin-
ished the beadwork in August, 
so it came in pieces,” Pelletier 
says, noting that she was gifted 
a tanned deer hide to bead on. 
“I literally took, on the outside 
of the trim, four different colour 

beads. So I had beaded it, took 
it apart, beaded it, took it apart 
until I found the right colour 
that went with what I wanted 
to do.”

Dawn Driver, a mixed media 
artist from Garden River who 
lives in Thunder Bay, says she 
has changed her focus from 
doing beadwork for other peo-
ple to doing beadwork that she 
likes to do.

“Lately I’ve been doing things 
on my own that have been mak-
ing me really happy,” Driver 
says. “My beadwork is coming 
out better, my imagery is flow-
ing through me a lot easier than 

it used to and I’m really happy 
about that. This beadwork that 
I’m doing, it’s like my circle 
is coming together. I’m finally 
finding my place, not just in my 
beadwork but my place with my 
people, and I’m really happy to 
be here.”

Melissa Twance, a beader 
from Pic Mobert, says she was 
thinking about the power of 
storms when she was creating 
her The Aftermath of Storms art 
piece for the exhibition.

“And what storms actually 
do for the earth, because every-
thing is all connected and it’s all 
part of this process and this sys-

tem that’s evolved over millions 
of years,” Twance says. “So if 
you look at Anishinabe beliefs, 
we have these stories about 
Thunderbirds and the idea is 
these Thunderbirds come and 
they cleanse the land, they 
bring balance, they bring har-
mony.”

Caitlyn Bird, a beader from 
Noatkamegwanning, says she 
created her art piece for her 
grandmother Pauline who 
passed on before she was born.

“Our histories of our family, 
of our people weren’t written 
down in a book,” Bird says. “We 
had our own ways of embed-

ding this knowledge into our 
language, into our song, into 
our dance, into our artwork and 
this is how I chose to tell the 
story of my family.”

Cher Chapman, a beader 
from Fort William, says her art 
piece was part of a series of 
bags she created for 12 women.

“This one in particular was 

one I had given my sister-in-
law Jean as part of the project,” 
Chapman says. “It was a cere-
mony that I had planned to do 
for my daughter.”

The Their Breath in Beads 
exhibition was guest curated 
by Jean Marshall, a beader and 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninu-
wug citizen.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Fort William beader Helen Pelletier speaks about her otter pelt medicine bag art piece that she created for 
the Thunder Bay Art Gallery’s Their Breath in Beads exhibition.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Fort William beader Sheila Demerah speaks about the Midsummer 
Flowers art piece she created for the Thunder Bay Art Gallery’s Their 
Breath in Beads exhibition.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Sachigo Lake’s Timothy Tait 
and son Jared Tait were among 
the artisans at the 2019 Christ-
mas Aboriginal Fine Arts and 
Crafts Gift Show and Sale, held 
Dec. 6-8 at the Canadian Lake-
head Exhibition Heritage Build-
ing in Thunder Bay.

“I’ve been doing this since 
I was nine-years-old,” Timo-
thy says. “It just takes me away 
from everything when I paint 
pictures. It takes away the 
stress.”

Jared says it is also “thera-
peutic” for him when he does 
his artwork.

“I’m learning a lot from my 
dad about my culture,” Jared 
says. “When I was a little kid I 
remember seeing (my dad’s) 
paintings all over the walls. It 
was great.”

Levi Duncan, from Muskrat 
Dam, says he learned how to 
make his traditional crafts from 
his parents.

“My dad was a carpenter, a 
carver, a hunter and my mom 
used to make all kinds of con-
tainers,” Duncan says, noting 
that she stored pemmican and 
fish flakes in the containers. 
“This birchbark is all natural. 
The best time was springtime to 
collect it. It just comes off.”

Ringo Fiddler, from Sandy 

Lake, says he enjoys creating 
and selling his artwork.

“My greeting cards, I ran out 
already,” Fiddler says, noting he 
has been doing his art for about 
30 years. “I’m enjoying it every 
day. It keeps you busy.”

Fiddler says the Christmas 
Aboriginal Fine Arts and Crafts 
Gift Show and Sale is an oppor-
tunity to meet artisans from 
across the north.

“You get to meet people, dif-
ferent artists, moccasin mak-
ers, carvers,” Fiddler says. “You 
meet friendly people. Most of 
them are not here now, they’ve 
passed on, the ones that used to 
be here before.”

Tina Gardner, from Eagle 
Lake, had a variety of woodland 
style art on wood and canvas 
for sale.

“I am really interested in 
doing the beaded look,” Gard-
ner says. “Initially when I first 
started last year I was just doing 
the wood florals. And then I 
had people asking if I could 
start doing canvas so I’ve been 
doing the canvas. All of my 
work is original — I do not do 
prints.”

Brenda Kejick, from Grassy 
Narrows, had a variety of 
acrylic paintings and prints for 
sale.

“They’re all based on dreams, 
traditional names, spiritual 
names and visions,” Kejick says. 

“All of the paintings I do tell a 
story.”

Brian Michon, from Ger-
aldton, says he had a range of 
prints for sale.

“I’ve always drawn ever since 
I was young,” Michon says. 
“And then I went into graphic 
design. I was a sign artist for 
many years down in Brampton 
and then I came back up north 
to help my parents and that’s 
when I did most of these paint-
ings.”

Paul Francis, from Wiik-
wemkoong, had a variety of 
dreamcatchers for sale.

“I have some willow dream-
catchers — they’re mobiles,” 
Francis says. “You have to go 
and pick that willow. I bring 
it home, clean it and I’ve got 
to put it in a pail and soak it 
and then bend them the way I 
want to the next morning. And 
then I can actually do the web-
bing on them.”

Francis also had three 
sweetgrass braid dreamcatch-
ers for sale.

“I sold one already,” Francis 
says. “They’re really unique.”

Melanie Montour, originally 
from Seine River but adopted 
to Six Nations, had a range of 
beaded jewelry and dream-
catchers, silver work, leather 
work and silkscreen designs on 
clothing for sale.

“(For) the dreamcatchers, I 

bead the webs and then I bead 
the outside,” Montour says. 
“I have different colours and 
varieties. I’m a street artist — 
most of my work was done in 
Toronto.”

John Ferris, coordinator of 

the Aboriginal Artworks Group 
of Northern Ontario, says this 
was the 18th anniversary of the 
Christmas Aboriginal Fine Arts 
and Crafts Gift Show and Sale.

“People are really impressed 
with the products that are 

handmade and shown here for 
sale,” Ferris says. “We are going 
to set it up again yearly — it’s a 
great location (with) free park-
ing. It’s right across from Inter-
city and other shopping areas, 
so it’s a great venue for us.”
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2019 Christmas Aboriginal Fine Arts and Crafts Gift Show 

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Wiikwemkoong artisan Paul Francis had a variety of dreamcatchers 
for sale at the 2019 Christmas Aboriginal Fine Arts and Crafts Gift 
Show and Sale, held Dec. 6-8 in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Geraldton artist Brian Michon had a variety of prints for sale. 

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Sandy Lake artist Ringo Fiddler had a variety of paintings and greet-
ing cards for sale.
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Ed-Digenous Traditions 
owner John Ferris is looking to 
expand sales of his Indigenous 
learning kits to the interna-
tional market after opening 
up a new studio on May St. in 
Thunder Bay.

“My products are all hand-
made, and it’s all Indigenous 
people that make them,” says 
Ferris, an artist from Con-
stance Lake who studied art at 
the Ontario College of Art and 
Design and graphic design/
advertising at George Brown 
College in Toronto. “It’s all 
Canadian products.”

Ferris says the Indigenous 
learning kits were created 
and developed for use in or 
at schools, communities, art 
camps, cultural camps, work-
shops, conferences and postsec-
ondary institutions. He opened 
the new studio, which is located 
at 448 North May St., in late 
May.

“Since we moved in here, 

I’ve been doing a lot more 
work producing more Indig-
enous learning products,” Fer-
ris says. “We’ve got quite a few 
machines in the shop now — 
we have a press, a drill (and) a 
cutting machine.”

Ferris usually designs his 
own dies for cutting out the 
pieces of leather and rawhide 
for the kits.

“I send (the designs) to peo-
ple that make these dies and 
they send them back to me to 
use,” Ferris says.

Ferris also designed a leather 
strip cutter using an old wash-
ing machine wringer for mak-
ing his own lacing for the kits.

“It slices through the leather 
as you are turning the wheels,” 
Ferris says.

Ferris usually brings in three 
or four part-time staff to work 
on producing the wide vari-
ety of parts for his line of five 
Indigenous learning kits, which 
include teepee, miniature 
drum, birchbark canoe, tikina-
gan and pouch bag kits.

“We have the tikinagans, 
they are basically cut into six-
by-12 inch boards,” Ferris says. 
“Then we have a jig where we 
rout out the shape of base 
board that goes around it. And 
then we drill the strips that go 
into these routed areas. The 
fabric is also measured and 
drilled on the bottom and the 
top.”

Ferris says the handles are 
bent into shape through a boil-
ing and drying process for 
about 24 hours.

“When they come out they 
are bent and ready to package,” 
Ferris says. “And we have to cut 
up the leather strips for our lac-
ing.”

Ferris says he uses real deer 
hide for the miniature drum 
kits.

“The kids just add on leather 
strips to tie on the pony beads 
or even feathers as well to dress 
it up,” Ferris says.

Ferris says he currently has 
an inventory of about 5,000 
kits.

“The pouch bags are tar-
geted towards younger kids 
from Junior Kindergarten and 
up,” Ferris says, noting he is 
currently working on creating 
more products for preschoolers 
and Junior Kindergarten and 
Senior Kindergarten classes. 
“There’s a lot of potential in 
that area where I’m trying to 
create more products for Indig-
enous learning.”

Ferris says his market cur-
rently stretches from Alberta to 
Quebec.

“We want to promote more 
of my business here and also 
across Canada and the United 
States,” Ferris says. “We want 
to build our inventory more 
before we do all that, and then 
we want to go into Germany, for 
instance, and promote it over 
there.”

Ferris says he attended an 
education conference this past 
summer in Victoria, B.C. to pro-
mote his Indigenous learning 
kits.

“It was an amazing trip — I 
got to meet a lot of people,” Fer-
ris says. “Right now I’m looking 
for other education conferences 
where I can promote my busi-
ness.”

Ferris also sells leather, felt 
and lining materials for mocca-
sins and mitts in the studio.

Information about the business 
is available online at: www.ed-
digenoustraditions.ca/.
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INSPECTION 
Approved Forest Management Plan Inspection
Red Lake Forest 2020-2030 Forest Management Plan
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Red Lake Forest Management Company Ltd. and the Red Lake Local 
Citizens’ Committee (LCC) would like to advise you that the 2020-2030 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Red Lake Forest has been 
approved by the MNRF Regional Director and is available for inspection. 

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. During 
this time, five formal opportunities for public consultation and 
First Nation and Métis community involvement and consultation 
are provided. The fourth opportunity (Stage Four) for this FMP 
occurred from: August 14, 2019 – October 14, 2019 when the 
public and First Nation and Métis communities were invited to 
review and comment on the draft FMP. This ‘Stage Five’ notice 
is to advise you that the MNRF-approved FMP will be available 
for inspection for 30 days.  

FMP Inspection – Final Opportunity 

During the 30-day inspection, you may make a written request 
to the Director, Environmental Assessment and Permissions, 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, 1st Floor, 
135 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto, ON,  M4V 1P5, for an individual 
environmental assessment of specific planned operations in 
the MNRF-approved FMP. 

The MNRF-approved FMP and FMP summary are available for 
inspection, by appointment, during normal office hours for  
30 days: November 27, 2019 – December 27, 2019 at the 
following locations:

•  Red Lake Forest Management Co. Ltd., 138 Howey Street, 
P.O. Box 1338, Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0, Attention: Robert 
Partridge, R.P.F., tel: 807-727-3320

•  MNRF Red Lake District Office, 227 Howey Street, P.O. Box 
5003, Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0, Attention: James Hallworth,  
tel: 807-727-2575 

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange an appointment with MNRF staff at the appropriate MNRF district  
or field office to discuss the FMP. 

For further information, please contact: 

James Hallworth 
Assistant Management Forester
MNRF Red Lake District Office
227 Howey Street 
P.O. Box 5003
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-2575
email: James.Hallworth@ontario.ca 

Robert Partridge, R.P.F.
Plan Author 
Red Lake Forest Management Co. Ltd. 
138 Howey Street 
P.O. Box 1338
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0 
tel: 807-727-3320
email: robert.partridge@whitefeatherforest.com

Russ Power
LCC Representative
Red Lake Forest LCC
c/o MNRF Red Lake District Office
227 Howey Street 
P.O. Box 5003
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
email: Russellpower707@gmail.com

The approved FMP will be available for the 10-year period of the FMP at the same locations listed above. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is collecting your personal information and comments under the authority of the Crown 
Forest Sustainability Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act; however, your comments will become part of the public consultation process and  
may be shared with the general public. Your personal information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to  
send you further information related to this forest management planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of your personal 
information, please contact Kathy Crampton, MNRF Red Lake District Office, at 807-727-1332.

Renseignements en français : Danielle Gough au 807 727-1335

Ed-Digenous Traditions new studio opens in Thunder Bay

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Ed-Digenous Traditions owner John Ferris shows some of the tikina-
gan Indigenous learning kits that were produced in his new studio on 
May St. in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Ed-Digenous Traditions owner John Ferris demonstrates how he uses 
some of his equipment to make Indigenous learning kits.
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The Ontario Native Women’s 
Association Poetry Night fea-
tured a variety of music, poetry, 
prose and spoken word at the 
ONWA building in Thunder 
Bay. ONWA holds Poetry Night 
to raise awareness of Violence 
Against Women in support of 
the United Nation’s Interna-
tional Day of Elimination of Vio-
lence Against Women.

“It’s important to keep sup-
porting women’s voices and 
what they have to say and the 
work that they are doing,” says 
Al Hunter, a poet and former 
chief from Rainy River First 
Nations. “And also to carry the 
message out there to anyone 
who is struggling to share their 
words and their voices that it’s 
time to share, it’s time to come 
together and learn from one 
another’s experiences and voy-
ages and our own journeys.”

Madonna Hardy, sexual vio-
lence awareness training coor-
dinator and organizer of this 
year’s Poetry Night, says the 
event was “beautiful.”

“The poetry was awesome 
— it’s just stories upon stories,” 
Hardy says. “There’s so many 
lessons, so many feelings and 
heartbreak and happiness. And 
the music was incredible.”

Jamie Labrador, a musi-
cian from Eagle Lake, enjoyed 
performing some of her music 
during Poetry Night. Jasmine 
McGuire also performed music 
during the event.

“It was great — I love per-
forming at Poetry Nights,” 
Labrador says. “The energy is 
always so vibrant and real and 
raw and I love being a part of 
that.”

Labrador says the poetry 
made her feel “really emo-
tional.”

“It touched on some really 
important issues, especially in 
Indigenous culture and Indig-
enous women,” Labrador says. 
“I’m always pulling inspiration 
from wherever I go, so this 
definitely makes me want to get 
writing.”

Kathy Labrador, a poet from 
Acadia First Nation in Nova 
Scotia, says it was important to 
share her poetry because “there 
are messages out there that 
need to be heard.”

“I believe in being honest 
and truthful and letting people 
know what’s going on in this 
world,” Kathy says. “Honesty 
and truth go hand-in-hand 
in making this world a better 
place.”

Kathy says the other poets’ 
work was very “intriguing.”

“A lot of it was very touching, 
a lot of it hit home for me and 
I really commend other people 
for their bravery to go up and 
speak,” Kathy says. “I’m looking 
forward to coming back next 
year and bringing some more 
stories to the table.”

Sheila Karasiewicz, a poet 
from Fort William, says it was 
important to attend Poetry 
Night to support women who 
went through violence.

“The (poetry) was very 

good,” Karasiewicz says. “Some 
of them were very powerful — 
you could just see (the poets) 
were speaking from the heart. 
It was very well done and I look 
forward to more of these oppor-
tunities.”

Michele Solomon, a Fort Wil-

liam councillor and community 
development manager with 
ONWA, appreciated the oppor-
tunity to hear from a variety of 
poets at Poetry Night.

“It was a wonderful event 
with really great entertainment 
and some heartfelt poetry by 

our community and also some 
published poets,” Solomon says. 
“This is a very welcomed event 
— we get really great feedback 
from this event. People appreci-
ate having a welcoming space 
to come and share their words 
of wisdom and knowledge and 

healing.”
ONWA also shared copies 

of the Strong Hands Stop Vio-
lence poetry book that featured 
poetry from last year’s call for 
poetry submissions at the event.

“We’re always a year behind 
with the poetry,” Hardy says 

about the Strong Hands Stop 
Violence poetry book. “There 
were 18 or 19 entries last year. I 
think (the poets) are very proud 
of it.”

ONWA also had Poetry Night 
events scheduled in Napanee, 
Sioux Lookout and Kenora.
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The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF), Domtar Inc. and the Red Lake Local Citizens’ 
Committee (LCC) invite you to review and comment on 
the proposed Long-Term Management Direction for  
the 2021-2031 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the 
Trout Lake Forest.

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. 
During this time, five formal opportunities for public 
consultation and First Nation and Métis community 
involvement and consultation are provided. The first 
opportunity (Stage One) for this FMP occurred on 
November 7, 2018 when the public was invited to 
“Participate” in the development of the plan. This  
‘Stage Two’ notice is:

• To invite you to review and comment on:
  - the proposed long-term management direction  
     for the forest;
  - the areas which could reasonably be harvested,  
     and the preferred areas for harvest operations,  
       during the 10-year period of the plan; 
  - the analysis of alternative one-kilometre-wide  
    corridors for each new primary road which is  
    required for the next 20 years. 
• To request your contribution to background   
 information to be used in planning.

How to Get Involved

To facilitate your review, a summary of the proposed 
long-term management direction for the forest can  
be obtained on the Ontario government website  
(www.ontario.ca/forestplans). A summary map(s) of the 
preferred and optional harvest areas for the 10-year 
period of the plan and alternative corridors for each new 
primary road which is required for the next 20 years will 
also be available. 

In addition to the most current versions of the information 
and maps which were available at Stage One of public 
consultation, the following information and maps will  
be available:

• Summary of public comments and submissions  
 received to date and any responses to those   
 comments and submissions;
• A summary report of the results of the desired forest  
 and benefits meeting;
• Environmental analysis, including use management  
 strategies of the alternative corridors for each new  
 primary road;
• Maps that portray past and approved areas of   
 harvest operations for the current forest   
 management plan and the previous 10 years;
• Criteria used for the identification of areas that could  
 reasonably be harvested during the 10-year period  
 of the plan;
• The rationale for the preferred areas for harvest; 
• Summary report of the activities of the local citizens'  
 committee to date.

The above information is available at the Company  
and MNRF office identified below by appointment  
during normal office hours for a period of 30 days,  
December 4, 2019 – January 3, 2020.

Comments on the proposed Long-Term Management 
Direction for the Trout Lake Forest must be received by 
James Hallworth of the planning team at the MNRF Red 
Lake District Office by January 3, 2020.

Meetings with representatives of the planning team and 
the LCC can be requested at any time during the 
planning process. Reasonable opportunities to planning 
team members during non-business hours will be 
provided upon request.

REVIEW
Review of Long-Term Management Direction
Trout Lake Forest 2021-2031 Forest Management Plan

James Hallworth
Assistant Management Forester
MNRF Red Lake District Office
227 Howey Street, P.O. Box 5003
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-2575
e-mail: james.hallworth@ontario.ca

If you require more information or wish to discuss your interests and concerns 
with a planning team member, please contact one of the individuals listed below:

Janet Lane, R.P.F.
Domtar Inc.
Postal Bag 4004
Dryden, ON  P8N 3J7
tel: 807-223-9156
fax: 807-223-9401

Lori Lamond
Red Lake Local Citizens’ Committee Rep.
P.O. Box 864
Ear Falls, ON  P0V 1T0
tel: 807-222-1116

During the planning process there is an opportunity to make a written 
request to seek resolution of issues with the MNRF District Manager or the 
Regional Director using a process described in the 2017 Forest Management 
Planning Manual (Part A, Section 2.4.1).

Stay Involved

There will be three more formal opportunities for you to be involved. These 
stages are listed and tentatively scheduled as follows:

Stage Three – Information Centre: Review of Proposed Operations:    
                      January-March, 2020
Stage Four –   Information Centre:  Review of Draft Forest Management Plan:   
                      August-October, 2020
Stage Five –   Inspection of Ministry Approved Forest Management Plan:   
                    January-February, 2021

If you would like to be added to a mailing list to be notified of public 
involvement opportunities, please contact James Hallworth at 807-727-2575.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is collecting your personal 
information and comments under the authority of the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, 
telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, however, your comments will 
become part of the public consultation process and may be shared with the 
general public. Your personal information may be used by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry to send you further information related to this 
forest management planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of 
your personal information, please contact Kathy Crampton, MNRF Red Lake 
District Office at 807-727-1332.

Renseignements en français : Danielle Gough au 807 727-1335

Regional ONWA poetry night included music and prose

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Eagle Lake’s Jamie Labrador per-
forms an original song. 
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2011 Hyundai Sante Fe  AWD
Leather Loaded 235 kms. AS 
IS SPECIAL $6588. Stk. 3431A

2007 Jeep Liberty AWD ONLY 
157 Kms. AS IS SPECIAL 5888. 
Stk. 3505 . We deliver.

2017  Chev. Silverado 
quad cab 4x4 155.kms . $ 
24,500. stk.# 3372 
CheSilverado quad cab
4x4 155.kms . $ 24,500. 
stk.# 3372

2014 Ford F150 XLT 
Supercab 4x4 178 kms. 
$16995

2014  Chev. Silverado 
Quad Cab 159 kms $ 
18,500. Stk. # 3503

2011 Ford F150  XLT 
supercrew XTR PKG. 
$17,500 Stk. # 3496

2011 Ford F150 Supercab 
4x4 XLT 206 Kms. 
$12500.Stk. #3506 

2011 Chev Silverado Ext. 
Cab 4x4 182, kms. 
$14,500 stk.3466 

2014 Ford F150 Supercab 
XLT 4X4 148 Kms. new 
tires $18500. Stk.3474 

2009 Ford Expedition 
Eddie Bauer Full luxury 
174, kms  $14,500.Stk 
3451

2010 Ford F150 Supercrew  
XLT 4X4 195,Kms. Sale 
$13,500 Stk. #3471 Clean 
Car Fax

2006 Chev 12 pass. Van 
completely safetied, 
ready to work 145 kms. 
$8995. Stk. 3510

2008 GMC Yukon Denali 
Fully loaded leather,DVD
Sale $8,995. A must see 
we deliver. Stk. 3500

2012 GMC Sierra  sl Crew 
cab 4x4  Sale $16,500 Stk. 
# 3445 All new tires 
safetied ready to go. 

2008 Ford Escape XLT Frt. 
wheel drive. Only 164. 
Kms. Sale $4288. We do 
deliver Stk.3477

2005 Ford Explorer Sport
Trac 4x4 V6 auto, winter 
road ready Sale 8488. Stk 
# 3480

2008 Jeep Compass LTD. Fully 
loaded heated leather 109 kms
Sale $8888. Stk 3504 

2009 VW Tiguan AWD
fully loaded heated seats 
Sale 9088. Stk. # 3453

2016 Ford Escape AWD only 
128 kms. All safety certified 
$18,995. Stk. 3508

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
AWD five pass. 224 kms. 
ASIS SPECIAL $5488 Stk. 
#3499

2007 Ford Escape AWD
V6 only 173 kms. AS IS 
SPECIAL $5488. Stk. 3491

We have Trucks and SUV’S ready to go we also Deliver

Financing is Available Financing is Available Financing is Available 

#2010 Buick Enclave Fully 
loaded AWD Sale 
$11500. Stk.# 3346

2008 Buick Enclave  8 
pass. AWD Leather 
loaded $8995. Stk# 3349 

2013 Ford Escape XLT 
AWD Fully loaded 187. 
Kms financing avail. 
$13900. Stk# 3373 

2008 Jeep Patroit Front 
wheel drive only 102, 
kms. Sale $8288. Stk. 
#3449

2011 Ford Escape xlt AWD 
Fully loaded spot utility 
$8995. Stk # 3502 

2009 Ford Escape XLT 
AWD Nice little ride for 
only $5995. Stk. #3497

2003 Ford Winstar SEL 
Pass. Van AS IS SPECIAL 
$2400. Stk. #3486A

2005 Ford Lariat Super 
crew 4x4 AS IS SPECIAL 
$5495. Stk. # 3501 

2004 Chevrolet Silverado 
e/c 4x4 AS IS SPECIAL 
ONLY 2995.00 WE DO 
DELIVER Stk. # 3511 

2009 Ford Focus SE 4 CYL. 
Auto only 124 kms.  AS IS 
SPECIAL 3988. Stk. # 3460 

2012 Chevrolet Malibu LS  
Low kms. all ready to go 
financing available $8900. 
Stk. # 3465

2016 Ford Focus SE 4 DR. 
4 Cyl auto Low kms. 
12900. Stk. # 3444

2015 Ford Focus SE 4 CYL. 
Auto, low kms. $11900. 
Stk # 3434 

1997 Arctic Cat Panthera 
two up seat elec. Start 
Reverse 2995 Stk. #3510

2009 Ford F150 Super cab 
4x4 XTR Sale 13288 Stk. 
3479 . We do finance.

2011 Ford F150 Reg cab 
w/ cap 8 ft box. $13900. 
Stk. 3422 Financing 
available. 

2010  Chevrolet Silverado 
Ext Cab 4x4 186 kms. 
$14800. Stk. #3245 Trades 
welcome. 

2011 Ford Super cab XLT 
4X4 190, Kms. all safetied 
ready to go. $14500. Stk. 
#3422

2009 Ford 150 XLT 4X4 
Supercab $12500. Stk. 
#3416. Trades welcome

2013 Ford F150 SUPER 
CAB 4x4 $14500. Lots of 
trucks to choose. Stk. 
#3438 

2005 Chevrolet 2500 
crew cab diesel 4x4 AS IS 
SPECIAL 8900. Stk #3509

Northwestern	Auto	Sales	Ltd.
Call	Toll	Free	1	866	485	7886

We Work Harder to get you DRIVING.We Work Harder to get you DRIVING.

HUGE 
DEALS

We
Finance

More Trucks and SUVS Arriving DailyMore Trucks and SUVS Arriving DailyMore Trucks and SUVS Arriving Daily

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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 Arts and Entertainment

Season’s
        Greetings

Season’s
        Greetings

Warmest greetings of this festive season 
and best wishes for happiness in the New Year.

Governing Council, Management and Staff
Oshki-Pimache-O-Win: 

The Wenjack Education Institute

Your Thunder Bay 
Police Service wishes 

all the people of 
Northern Ontario a 

Very Merry Christmas and 
a Safe and Prosperous 

New Year.

T H

U N
D E R B AY

P O L I C E S E R V I C E

North Now juried exhibition on display
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Thunder Bay Art Gal-
lery’s The North Now, North-
ern Ontario Juried Exhibition 
featured a wide range of art 
including pieces by Indigenous 
artists Kristy Cameron, Quill 
Christie-Peters, Michel Dumont, 
Shaun Hedican and Candace 
Twance.

“(My art piece) is about the 
legend of the Sleeping Giant,” 
Cameron says. “It had to do 
with how the Sleeping Giant 
became the giant in stone we 
see when we enter the city.”

Cameron says it was “excit-
ing” to participate in the exhibi-
tion, which displays the work of 
47 artists from Nov. 15-Feb. 15.

“There is a lot of variety here, 
so it is really nice to see every-
one’s work,” Cameron says. “It’s 
just great to be a part of it.”

Christie-Peters says her two 
art pieces in the exhibition are 
about the residential school in 
Fort Frances, and in particular 
how she relates to her father as 
a residential school survivor.

“My dad is an artist and some 
of his work is owned by this 
gallery,” Christie-Peters says. 
“So I just thought it would be 
a really interesting way to put 
our work in the same building 
because they are about residen-
tial school, really to just pres-
ence both of us as strong artists 
despite everything that hap-
pened.”

Dumont says his Colour Blind 
Justice Bear art piece was cre-
ated in response to the Colten 

Boushie trial in Saskatchewan.
“I made this as an angry 

momma bear,” Dumont says. 
“You have to look for justice, so 
I made it in a colour blind test 
pattern that tests people if they 
are colour blind or not. Justice 
is written on it, so you have to 
look for justice in many differ-

ent angles.”
Dumont says he added a 

healing carpet of vines and ber-
ries onto the art piece as a nod 
to reconciliation.

“People love the bear, but 
they don’t necessarily see the 
deeper meaning in it,” Dumont 
says. “People are attracted to 

the colour of it. These are tile 
pieces from the 50s, 60s, right 
up to the 80s.”

Hedican says his Floodway 
art piece is about being discon-
nected.

“Usually one of my major 
themes is about being con-
nected to the Earth and the 

spiritual energy that connects 
everyone,” Hedican says. “And 
this piece has a number of fig-
ures floating down a blue path-
way. It represents all the victims 
of violence that are found in the 
riverways in Thunder Bay.”

Hedican says his art piece is 
“effective.”

“My intention was to create 
a piece that is very similar in 
style to the work that I usually 
do with bright colours creating 
a sense of wellbeing but at the 
same time making the viewer a 
little uncomfortable,” Hedican 
says. “Someone described it as 
haunting.”

Twance says her Safe Passage 
three panel art piece incorpo-
rates materials that were prized 
by the Anishinabek.

“(They were) materials they 
would trade and were a part 
of their lifestyle — things like 
beads, copper, fur,” Twance 
says. “I’m using them abstractly 
in a contemporary way.”

Twance appreciates the 
opportunity to participate in 
the exhibition along with other 
regional artists.

“The work is really great and 
it is nice to connect with every-
body and see the work that 
everyone is producing in the 
area,” Twance says.

The exhibition was curated 
by Frank Shebageget, an instal-
lation artist originally from 
northwestern Ontario, and 
Janet Clark, a researcher, lec-
turer, visual artist and former 
curator at the Thunder Bay Art 
Gallery.

“The Thunder Bay Art Gal-
lery is proud to present this 
outstanding exhibition high-
lighting the amazing diversity 
of contemporary work created 
by artists from across northern 
Ontario,” says Sharon Godwin, 
director of the Thunder Bay Art 
Gallery.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Thunder Bay artist Michel Dumont stands beside his Colour Blind Justice Bear art piece during the Nov. 15 opening of Thunder Bay Art Gal-
lery’s The North Now, Northern Ontario Juried Exhibition, which runs from Nov. 15-Feb. 15.
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HOW CAN AN ASSESSMENT BE HELPFUL?
Assessments can be helpful when there is an answer
needed for an important question, such as:

At Sullivan + Associates Clinical Psychology, we offer
assessments for:

What mental health issue am I dealing with?
Why is it hard to learn in school?
Why is it hard to remember things?
Is that fall making it harder for me to think properly?
Is there a problem with my attention?

Mental health
Learning
Attention
Behaviour
Autism
Neuropsychological issues
FASD

Assessments can help you to figure out what the issue is, as
well as make recommendations to improve issues such as
challenges with mental health, improve learning issues or
help with attention and memory issues.

For assessment services for children and adolescents, we
are happy to help families access funding through Jordan’s
Principle.
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960 Alloy Drive

Thunder Bay, ON

www.drsullivan.ca

Email: admin@drsullivan.ca

Toll-Free: (888) 269-0237

Phone: (807) 768-0660

Fax: (807) 683-7167

HELPING YOU LIVE THE LIFE YOU DESERVE

WHAT CAN I EXPECT
FROM COUNSELLING?

Help clients to feel comfortable
Be non-judgemental
Be culturally sensitive
Allow the client to decide what issues to talk about
Teach skills and strategies to help cope with mental
health issues
Be a good clinical match for our clients

Counselling provides an opportunity to tell your story.

We feel there are many important aspects to a helpful
counselling session. It is essential that our counsellors:

Trauma
Grief and Loss
Anxiety
Depression
Anger
Addictions

At Sullivan + Associates Clinical Psychology, we have 28
Master and Doctoral-level Counsellors who provide service
for children, adolescents, adults, couples and families.

We provide counselling services for all mental health issues
with the most common issues being:

For counselling services, we are happy to help clients access
funding through Health Canada’s First Nations and Inuit
Health Branch (FNIHB) and Indian Residential School (IRS)
programs.
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 Education

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Lakehead University’s Indig-

enous Law Across Landscapes 
conference kicked off with a 
keynote presentation by Pamela 
Palmater, professor and chair 

in Indigenous Governance at 
Ryerson University, at the Bora 
Laskin Faculty of Law.

“The whole foundation of 

law on Turtle Island is based 
on First Nation laws and sover-
eignty and we need to reinforce 
that in every aspect of Canadian 
life,” Palmater says. “Canada 
has asserted their laws and sov-
ereignty over our territories, 
but we’re the only ones with 
actual legitimate sovereignty 
and law making powers and I 
just want us to focus on that in 
terms of our nation building, 
rebuilding our laws again.”

Palmater appreciated the 
opportunity to speak with law 
professors and law students and 
people who work on different 
legal projects at the conference.

“They primarily just learn 
Canadian laws and Canada’s 
constitution and contract and 
criminal (law),” Palmater says. 
“And they don’t get a real edu-
cation in, well, what are the 
Anishinabek laws here and 
what are the laws from the 
other territories that you’re in. 
How do those laws interrelate 
with Canada’s laws, which ones 
are paramount and which ones 
should be paramount, which 
ones are destructive, which 
ones are protective. They don’t 
get enough of that education 
and I want them to know about 
that to understand that under-
pinning all of Canada’s laws 
there’s actually already a com-
plex legal system.”

Jula Hughes, dean of law 
at Lakehead University’s Bora 
Laskin Faculty of Law, says Pal-
mater’s presentation was “fabu-
lous.”

“What a great inspiring way 
to get this conference going,” 
Hughes says. “We really need 
to start talking about the law 
of the land being taught in the 
law schools of the land and this 
school has a commitment to 
doing that, so it is great to get 
the inspiration from all the four 
directions to see that happen-
ing. It was an excellent turn-
out and I think people are very 
excited about today and tomor-
row.”

The conference was held in 
celebration of the 2019 United 
Nations International Year of 
Indigenous Languages, and was 
aimed at exploring Indigenous 
Law Across Landscapes: Lan-
guages, Lands and New Direc-
tions.

“I see today you are talking 
about languages, you are talk-
ing about land, you are going 
to talk about culture,” says 
Deputy Grand Chief Derek Fox, 
who was called to the bar in 
2013 and previously practiced 
Civil Litigation with a focus on 
Aboriginal, corporate and com-

mercial law. “I have the edu-
cation portfolio at Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation, I have languages, 
and for us languages is every-
thing. Languages is crucial to 
who we are as First Nations 
people, it is everything, it’s your 
identity. Without it you are 
lost.”

Fox says he comes from a 
family of residential school sur-
vivors and he carries that legacy 
as a father and as a leader.

“But it’s brought me this 
compassion to be a strong 
leader for our people, a good 
father and made me an advo-
cate or messenger for our 
people,” Fox says. “I’m proud 
to see all these young law stu-
dents here today — you are 
our future. And you’re talking 
about change — what’s that 
change going to be. Will it be an 
acknowledgement of the treaty. 
I studied the treaty myself as a 
lawyer, as a legal student, as a 
young man. The treaty was a 
sacred document, you could call 
it a contract.”

The conference also fea-
tured a keynote presentation 
by Sakej Henderson, from the 
Wiyasiwewin Mikiwahp (Native 
Law Centre of Canada), as well 
as three panel discussions on 
Language in the Courts, Envi-
ronmentalism and Sovereignty/
Activism and an evening film 
screening of Angry Inuk.

The third day featured a Stu-
dent Workshop led by Karen 
Drake, professor at Osgoode 
Hall Law School.

Pamela Palmater speaks at Indigenous Law Across Landscapes conference

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Ryerson University professor Pamela Palmater delivers her keynote 
presentation to kick off Lakehead University’s Indigenous Law Across 
Landscapes conference at the Bora Laskin Faculty of Law in Thunder 
Bay.

“The whole foundation 
of law on Turtle Island 
is based on First  
Nation laws and  
sovereignty...”

– Pamela Palmater
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 Education

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Lakehead University’s pre-
sentation of the Legacy of Hope 
Foundation’s Bi-Giwen: Coming 
Home – Truth telling from the 
Sixties Scoop exhibit featured a 
keynote speech by Sixties scoop 
adoptee Colleen Cardinal. She 
is the author of Ohpikiihaakan-
ohpihmeh, a book about her 
journey growing up in a non-
Indigenous household which is 
described as a story of empow-
erment, reclamation and, ulti-
mately, personal reconciliation.

“That book will be timeless, 
it will never go out of fashion,” 
says Cardinal, an Onihcikis-
kowapowin Saddle Lake citizen 
and co-founder of the National 
Indigenous Survivors of Child 
Welfare Network, during her 
keynote at the Agora. “The Six-
ties Scoop will be something 
that will be documented as 
historical. As much as the resi-
dential school survivors, the 
Sixties Scoop has contributed 
to much of what is happening 
right now.”

Cardinal says children of the 
Sixties Scoop survivors are now 
in foster care.

“And it will keep going 
because it’s a cycle,” Cardinal 
says. “And unless we break it, 
that’s going to keep going.”

Cardinal says she was raised 
in a non-Indigenous environ-
ment and was “successfully 
assimilated” until she was about 
29-years-old.

“I was taught to perform and 
act like a non-Indigenous per-
son,” Cardinal says. “And even 
after I started to unlearn, I still 
was performing for the (non-
Native) gaze because that’s the 
way I was socialized. And it’s 
so easy for me to slip back into 
it — it’s constant work for me 
to undo the harm that has been 
put into my brain about (how) 
I have to act a certain way, be a 
certain way to be accepted, to 
fit in.”

More than 20,000 Indig-
enous children in Canada were 
removed from their biological 
families, lands and culture dur-
ing the Sixties Scoop and sent 
across the country and to other 
countries to be raised in non-
Indigenous households.

“Besides doing presenta-
tions like this, I also teach col-

lege,” Cardinal says, noting she 
teaches a social issues seminar 
for first-year college students. 
“A lot of them are just learn-
ing about colonization — their 
learning curve is very steep. 
Most of them don’t even get any 
education about Indigenous 
people in Canada. They’ve 
never seen a treaty map, they 
know very little. All they know 
is what they’ve seen in the 
media, so I have a big responsi-
bility to teach them as much as 
I can.”

The Bi-Giwen: Coming Home 
– Truth telling from the Sixties 
Scoop exhibit was hosted in 
the Agora. It features the first 
person testimonies of 12 Indig-
enous survivors of the Sixties 
Scoop and reflects upon their 
pain, loss but also their endur-
ing strength, courage, and resil-
ience.

“Last year we hosted the 
(Legacy of Hope Foundation’s 
exhibit) on residential schools,” 
says Denise Baxter, vice provost 
Aboriginal Initiatives at Lake-
head University. “Next year 
we are hoping to secure the 
(exhibit) for the Metis stories 
and histories. Although we are 
making changes to curriculum 
and we are making changes of 
course within the university, 

there are still a lot of people 
that didn’t have the opportunity 
to go through school at these 
times so we try to always bring 
educational opportunities to 
Lakehead so we can change the 
conversation.”

Baxter says a mini movie 
theatre was set up to screen the 
nine hours of testimonies from 
the 12 Indigenous survivors fea-
tured in the exhibit.

“So you can go in and you 
can sit and you can watch and 
listen for as long as you wish 
to,” Baxter says. “I think it is 
really important to be able to 
create space so these stories can 
have a place to live.”

The Ontario Native Women’s Association is growing & 
expanding services to our community members. We are looking 

for educated, skilled, experienced & qualified persons to join 
our team and fill the following full time positions of:
- Healthy Babies Healthy Children  

Family Home Visitor in Greenstone
- Mental Health Worker in Greenstone
- Community Wellness Worker in Kenora

If you have a passion for advocating & supporting  
Indigenous Women and their families, please visit our website 

for more detailed information, & apply in confidence  
through the link provided.

Indigenous Women are particularly encouraged to apply. 

For the full job description please visit: 
 www.onwa.ca/careers

Legacy of Hope Foundation 
gives sixties scoop presentation 
at Lakehead University

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Colleen Cardinal, Sixties Scoop 
adoptee and author of Ohpikii-
haakan-ohpihmeh.
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 Community

Xavier Kataquapit 
Special to Wawatay News

The Grand Opening of the 
Mattagami Odamino Centre 
dedicated to youth was held 
in Mattagami First Nation, 
December 4. The event featured 
guest speakers Ted and Bran-
don Nolan of National Hockey 
League (NHL) hockey fame, 

Mattagami FN Chief Chad Bois-
soneau, Shirley Gillis-Kendall, 
Executive Director Kunuwani-
mano Child and Family Services 
and Timmins Mayor George 
Pirie. 

“This was a very exciting 
day for everyone in Mattagami 
First Nation as we had been 
planning for an arena and 
space dedicated to our youth 

for some time. I want to thank 
Dayna Cosgrove for all of her 
efforts and creativity in making 
this dream come true through 
Kunuwanimano and Jordan’s 
Principle funding. We are also 
grateful to our youth and Sec-
ord Construction of Timmins 
for providing us with this much 
needed facility,” commented 
Chief Boissoneau.

Cosgrove, who was instru-
mental in spearheading the 
Mattagami Odamino Centre 
project, worked with Chief and 
Council and the local youth and 
Secord Construction to develop 
the facility.

“I was involved in servic-
ing our youth and when this 
opportunity for funding came 
up I knew we had to apply for 
it because I had input from our 
youth that this type of safe and 
dedicated space was needed 
for them. The youth provided 
a lot of input in the design of 
this facility and we worked with 
Secord Construction to bring it 
to life,” explained Cosgrove. 

Now presently employed 
with Kunuwanimano in Chap-
leau, Cosgrove has been instru-
mental in her home First Nation 
of Mattagami FN in work-
ing with and assisting youth 
through all types of program-
ming. She is active in promot-
ing culture as a traditional 
dancer and she is involved in 
cultural revitalization in her 
community. She has assisted 
her community in coordinating 
and developing their annual 
pow wow.

“This grand opening was 
really a milestone for Matta-

gami First Nation and I am so 
proud of everyone involved 
that we managed to develop a 
first class ice hockey arena and 
complex for our youth. We also 
managed to connect with First 
Nation Hockey Drive and they 
delivered 45 bags of hockey 
equipment for our youth,” 
explained Cosgrove.

Master of Ceremonies for the 
Grand Opening and First Nation 
Councillor Jennifer Constant 
pointed out that the Mattagami 
Odamino Centre replaces a 
previously covered but open air 
rink.

“Thanks to Dayna and our 
youth we managed to develop 
a four season, enclosed arena 
rink with a change room with 
dedicated space for our youth 
to gather and an office for 
administration. The entire 
community benefits from the 
addition of this facility as it 

will improve the quality of 
life for our youth and families 
in Mattagami First Nation,” 
explained Constant.

Ted Nolan and his son Bran-
don, who represent their Ted 
Nolan Foundation and head 3 
Nolans, a First Nation hockey 
school, spoke to the youth 
about focusing on their educa-
tion and making their dreams 
come true. The visit by this 
father and son inspirational 
speaking duo was also a chance 
for a reunion of sorts with Chief 
Boissoneau.

“I grew up in Garden River, 
where the Nolans are from and 
I have great memories of being 
part of the community and fam-
ily life with the Nolans before 
I got married and moved to 
Mattagami First Nation. I was 
thrilled to be able to share the 
stage with these inspirational 
stars for such an exciting and 

important day for everyone in 
our community,” commented 
Chief Boissoneau.

The Thunder Creek Singers 
and Drum Group from Timmins 
provided opening and closing 
ceremony for the event and 
a group of youth hand drum-
mers from the local Mary Jane 
Naveau Memorial School also 
participated. 

Odamino is an Ojibway word 
that translates to ‘children’s 
play space’.

“I wanted to provide a mean-
ingful name for our new youth 
facility and that led me to dis-
cussing possibilities with local 
Elder Lawrence Naveau. He 
enlightened me in providing 
the name Odamino which is a 
word from our own local Ojib-
way dialect. He pointed out that 
the word means children’s play 
space or area which is just per-
fect,” explained Cosgrove.

Season’s Greetings
Happy Holidays from everyone at 

Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre. 
We hope your holiday season 

and the new year are filled with 
joy, peace, and good health. 

Excellence Every Time

Season’s Greetings

Wawatay News- December 2019 issue
4col x 40 agate line (6.75’ x 2.86”) - black and white

SLMHC Christmas greeting 
$144 + HST

www.slmhc.on.ca

QUICK ACCESS COUNSELLING

Thunder Bay drop-in for quick access to professional 
counselling and psychotherapy services

Tuesdays 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
(The last appointment is at 3:00 PM)

No appointment is needed. We see people on a first 
come first served basis.

If you live in another community,
please call (807) 684-1880.

Counselling and psychotherapy are forms of 
“talk therapy”.  Talk therapy provides you with a 
confidential, safe and supportive environment to 
share what is troubling you. It is a process that 

can be used when you want to change something 
in your life and overcome thoughts, feelings or 

behaviours that may be keeping you stuck.

If you’re ready to talk, we’re ready to listen!

t b a yc o u n s e l l i n g . c o m

Counselling & 
Psychotherapy

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE TO:

First Nations & Inuit Health Branch: Non-Insured Health 
Benefits (FNIHB NIHB)

Indian Residential School (IRS) Survivors
Individuals impacted by Missing & Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls

Mattagami Odamino Centre opens for youth

photo submitted by Devin Naveau 
The Grand Opening of the Mattagami Odamino Centre for youth was held in Mattagami First Nation December 4. Here we see the ribbon cutting ceremony. From L-R are: Wyaat McKay, Ava Naveau, Ted Nolan, Chief 
Chad Boissoneau, Councillor Jennifer Constant, Brandon Nolan, Mariah McKay and Trey Thomas. 

photo submitted by Devin Naveau 
The spacious, brand new Mattagami Odamino Centre for youth was introduced with a Grand Opening on 
December 4 in Mattagami First Nation.
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 Community

Thunder Hawks

Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for the New Year from 

the students and staff at Dennis 
Franklin Cromarty High School

ᐅᒪ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᑌᓇᐢ ᐸᕑᐊᑭᓫᐃᐣ 
ᑲᕑᐊᒧᕑᑎ ᑭᒋᐃᐡᑯᓄᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐅᑎᐡᑯᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᑭᑐᐣᒋ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂ 

ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒥᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧᒥᓄ 
ᐅᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂ ᐅᐡᑭᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ

Orange Shirt Day founder visits Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Orange Shirt Day founder 
Phyllis Webstad recently helped 
deliver the Canadian Geo-
graphic and Orange Shirt Soci-
ety’s Paths to Reconciliation 
project at St. Patrick and St. 
Ignatius high schools in Thun-
der Bay.

“We are doing a twelve-
week tour across Canada with 
Canadian Geographic,” says 
Webstad, executive director of 
the Orange Shirt Society and 
a residential school survivor 
who had her brand-new orange 
shirt taken away on her first 
day of school. “I tell my story, 
my truth, and the Canadian 

Geographic has a map of the 
Indigenous nations across Can-
ada along with the residential 
schools.”

Webstad says she chose the 
orange shirt that was taken 
away during a shopping trip 
before school began.

“I chose a shiny orange shirt, 
and it was bright and exciting, 
just like I felt to be going to 
school,” Webstad says, noting 
she did not realize she would 
not be able to return home once 
she was in residential school. 
“Maybe it was explained to me, 
but as a six-year-old, I did not 
comprehend. So for that year of 
being there, it felt like I didn’t 
matter, that my feelings didn’t 
matter, that nobody cared and 

that’s where Every Child Matters 
comes from, the saying we have 
for the Orange Shirt movement.”

Funded by Canadian Heri-
tage, the Paths to Reconcilia-
tion project is designed to share 
the truth of the residential 
school system with students 
across Canada. The project 
includes a national speaking 
tour at 24 elementary and high 
schools across the country as 
well as teaching resources, a 
documentary, maps, interactive 
web-based tools and feature 
articles.

“I am humbled and honoured 
to be partnering with (Cana-
dian Geographic) Education 
on the Paths to Reconciliation 
tour,” Webstad says. “By shar-

ing my truth with students, we 
are creating a world that I never 
thought possible, and they will 
ensure that what happened to 
us never happens again.”

Webstad shared her story 
during a morning session in 
the St. Patrick High School 
auditorium before the students 
broke out for workshop ses-
sions throughout the day on 
the Indigenous People’s Atlas of 
Canada giant floor map.

“I get a lot of comments 
about: ‘I didn’t know’ or ‘I’ve 
never heard of that before,’” 
Webstad says. “So it’s a lot of 
educating, not only teachers but 
the students, about the truth 
of the residential school era in 
Canada. From the very begin-

ning the Orange Shirt move-
ment seemed like it has been 
divinely guided, that something 
is driving it, and it’s time in 
Canada that we start telling our 
truths about what happened. 
And the truth comes before rec-
onciliation — I always remind 
myself that is what I’m doing 
here is telling my truth.”

Webstad says she is a third 
generation residential school 
survivor — her grandmother 
attended residential school for 
10 years and all of her grand-
mother’s 10 children attended 
residential school for 10 years.

“I attended for one year, so 
my experience is a walk in the 
park compared to theirs,” Web-
stad says. “It’s hard enough for 

me to tell my story, and it’s even 
more so for those who have 
more years of attendance.”

Michelle Chaput, educa-
tion program coordinator with 
Canadian Geographic Edu-
cation, says the students are 
“pretty excited” when they see 
how large the map is.

“They want to get on it and 
explore as soon as they see 
it in the room,” Chaput says. 
“Usually we start off the activ-
ity with doing exactly that, so 
they get to walk around on the 
map, they get to look at the dif-
ferent data layers, the colours, 
the symbols. And then we ask 
them a little bit about what they 
saw and their interpretation of 
that.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Orange Shirt Day founder Phyllis Webstad prepares a group of students for an activity on the Indigenous People’s Atlas of Canada giant floor 
map during the Canadian Geographic and Orange Shirt Society’s Paths to Reconciliation project at St. Patrick High School in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Phyllis Webstad shares her story about residential school.
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ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᐱᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐅᒪ ᐅᐱᑲᐸᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᓂᔑᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑕᐧ ᐅᓇᓇᑕᐊᐧᓄᑭᐠ
ᒋᑭᐅᑎᓇᒪᑯᔭᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣwww.oslp.ca/labour-pool

ᒥᐅᓄᑐᑲᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ: 
ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ
ᐅᐱᒪᐱᑭᓂᓭᐠ, ᑲᐅᓇᑭᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ, 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᑕᐸᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᐱᓴᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑐᑲᐣ
ᑲᐱᒥᑕᐱᐨ, ᑲᑲᐧᐸᐦᐃᑫᐨ, ᑲᒧᓇᐦᐃᑫᐨ, 
ᑲᐅᓇᐱᑫᓂᑫᐨ, ᐱᒥᐸᓂᒋᑫᑲᒥᑯᐣ
ᑲᐅᓇᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐅᒋᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᑲᐅᓇᐱᓂᑫᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᓇᐱᑫᓂᑫᐠ, 
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐸᒥᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᐅᑭᔑᑌᐳᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ. 
ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒪᒋᑕᔭᐣ ᐱᑎᑫᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᔭᐣ
ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐠ
ᑲᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ.

ᐅᒪ ᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᑭᐅᑎᓂᑫᑕᒪᑯᔭᐣ
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐊᔑᐨ:
• ᑲᑭᑭᓄᒪᑯ ᑫᐃᓇᓄᑭᔭᐣ
• ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ
• ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᓄᑭᔭᐣ ᑲᐱᒥ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑯ
• ᐊᓄᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓀᐢ ᑲᑌᐱᓇᐣ
• ᐅᑕᓄᑭ ᐊᓱᐡᑲᒪᑯᐃᐧᐣ

ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᔭᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᓂᒥᑯ ᒋᑭ ᑭᔑᑐᔭᐣ
12 ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᒪ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᑕᔭᐣ
ᐊᓄᑭᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᑕᓄᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ 17 ᓄᐱᒪᑲᒥᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᓇᐸᐱᑫᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᐧᑌᓂᑲᓂᔭᐱᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ

ᑲᒋᑎᓇᒪᓱᔭᐸᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ.

ᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᓇᐦ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ
ᐱᑎᑫᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᐃᐧᓂᐠ?
ᑲᓄᐡ ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᐅᐱᑲᐸᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᐊᔕᐧᐸᑕᐣ
ᑲᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑕᐧ ᐅᓇᓇᑕᐊᐧᓄᑭᐠ
ᒋᐱᓇᓇᑐᓇᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᑫᐊᓄᑭᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ. 

Opiikapawiin Services Limited Partnership (OSLP), 300 Anemki Place, 
Suite C, Fort William First Nation, Ontario P7J 1H9 Tel: 807-474-3300, 

Fax: 807-474-3213    www.oslp.ca

ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑐᒪᑲᑭᐣ
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Submit your information to the Opiikapawiin Labour Pool Database 
Start Your Pathway to Employment Today   

www.oslp.ca/labour-pool

Employment Opportunities Include:
material handlers, equipment operators,
structure assemblers, loader operators,
dozer operators, track hoe operators,
compaction equipment operators,
substations technicians, protection and
control technicians, line crews,
administration, camp services, camp cooks
and more! Your opportunity can begin with
the Labour Pool Database.

Your Pathway to 
Employment Could Include:
• Pre-employment training
• Apprenticeship
• On the job training
• Certifications
• Employment supports

You don’t have to have a grade 12 to 
get started on your pathway to 
employment. 

A First Nations led transmission line project connecting 17 
remote communities to the provincial grid, is bringing new 

employment opportunities to you!

Need Help Getting 
Started?
Contact your Community 
Liaison or Opiikapawiin 
Services. Watch for the 
Labour Pool Database 
recruitment drive in your 
community.  

Opiikapawiin Services Limited Partnership (OSLP), 300 Anemki Place, Suite C, 
Fort William First Nation, Ontario P7J 1H9 Tel: 807-474-3300, 

Fax: 807-474-3213    www.oslp.ca

Participating First Nations
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CHIEFS , BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF WISH YOU AS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF WISH

Merry Christmas!
I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 2 0 1 9 U n i t e d N a t i o n s Y e a r
o f I n d i g e n o u s L a n g u a g e s , w e e x t e n d t h e s a m e

g r e e t i n g t o y o u a l l i n o u r l a n g u a g e s .

K E E W A H C H E E Y A Y M E E T E E ( N )
A Y M A H K O O S H A Y K E E S H E E K A H ( K )

M I N O M A K O H S H E K I I S H I K A A

M I N O M A G O S H E G I I Z I G A N

C R E E

O J I - C R E E

O J I B W A Y
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Plans to hold the 2020 Wake 
the Giant Music Festival on 
Sept. 19, 2020 were announced 
by Wake the Giant organizers 
on Dec. 6 following a music per-
formance by a group of Dennis 
Franklin Cromarty First Nations 
High School students.

“When they started that 
(Wake the Giant initiative), 
they asked me to do a prayer,” 
says DFC Elder John Gagnon, 
who is a member of the Wake 
the Giant committee. “So I’m 
just thinking it must have been 
a pretty powerful prayer for it to 
jump out like that and just keep 
rolling.”

More than 300 businesses 
and organizations signed up 
with the Wake the Giant ini-
tiative to make Thunder Bay a 
more welcoming community 
for Indigenous students since 
the initiative was launched this 
past summer. The initiative 
includes the placement of Wake 
the Giant decals on the front 
doors or windows of businesses 
and organizations to indicate a 
safe place for Indigenous stu-
dents and people to go if they 
need help.

“Wake the Giant is for you 
kids to have a safe place where 
you can go to without being 
bothered,” Gagnon says. “It’s 
called inclusive — that means 
you’re welcome in there. If you 
have Wake the Giant in your 
window, you’re supposed to 
make these young kids or even 
anybody feel welcome.”

Gagnon encouraged the par-
ticipating businesses and orga-
nizations to make sure Indig-
enous people feel welcome, not-
ing he experienced a problem 
at a hair salon with a Wake the 
Giant decal.

“I went and got my hair cut, 
and that one person, it looked 
like he didn’t want to cut my 
hair,” Gagnon says. “If you 
have one person who is not 
with the program, maybe (the 
business owners) should teach 
them something to try to get on 
board because if you’re going to 
have that sticker on your win-

dow it would have been nice to 
be inclusive, and that means 
everybody.”

The Wake the Giant Music 
Festival was held this past Sep-
tember with a mix of Indig-
enous and non-Indigenous per-
formers, including Metric, Wolf 
Saga, Ernest Monias, Coleman 
Hell, July Talk, Ansley Simpson, 
Nick Ferrio, Luke Warm and the 
Cold Ones and Battle Nation 
Drum Group.

“There are many facets to 
Wake the Giant outside of the 
music festival, but we found 
that last year the message we 
wanted to get across amplified 
on that one day,” says Greg 
Chomut, one of the Wake the 
Giant organizers and a teacher 
at DFC. “It reached so many 
people — the message of inclu-
siveness and most importantly 
that Thunder Bay needs to be 
a more welcoming place for all 
Indigenous people but also for 
us specifically, the youth that 
are in this room today. They 
travel so far and sacrifice so 
much to get an education and 
we just really feel that they 
deserve everything that they 
can get.”

Chomut says many of the 
businesses involved in the Wake 
the Giant decal initiative have 
“gone above and beyond” what 
the decal represents, including 
The Sweet North Bakery.

“We are very happy to be 
part of this program — it’s been 
a 100 per cent positive experi-
ence for us,” says Erinn DeLo-
renzi, owner/baker at The 
Sweet North Bakery. “Our moti-
vation is to send a message to 
you as young people new to our 
city and also to your families 
that are at home, that miss you 
and want you to be taken care 
of when you are in our city, and 
our message is you are welcome 
here. And we want to see you, 
to see your happy faces in our 
businesses.”

Kris DeLorenzi, owner at The 
Sweet North Bakery, says he 
wants to host a bannock com-
petition at The Sweet North 
Bakery.

“I hear (Gagnon) makes a 
killer bannock, so I think this 
could be a fundraiser,” Kris 
says. “I’ll talk to Elder John 
about that — I think that would 
be a great way to just bring 
another level of publicity to the 
event.”

DFC principal Sharon Ange-
coneb says many people were 
“motivated by what was hap-

pening in the city” due to the 
Wake the Giant initiative.

“Since the Wake the Giant in 
September, we’ve had so many 
visitors to the school,” Ange-
coneb says. “And I’m really 
happy to see the young elemen-
tary school students — I think 
in order to get this movement 
to continue for years to come 
it starts with the really young 
children. They came in here, 
mostly non-Indigenous students 
coming around visiting (and) 
spending time with us — we 
loved that.”

  Community

NOTICE OF DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR REVIEW 
MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION – ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD PROJECT 

Introduction 
As part of the planning process for the proposed Marten Falls First Nation All Season 
Community Access Road Project (the Project), a draft Terms of Reference (ToR) is being made 
available for public, government agency, and Indigenous community review and comment. 
Following the review period of the draft ToR, the ToR will be revised as appropriate to address 
comments received and a Proposed ToR will be prepared and submitted to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for review. Public, government agencies, and 
Indigenous communities will be notified when the Proposed ToR is submitted to the MECP for 
an opportunity to review and comment on the Proposed ToR. Following this review, the Minister 
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks will make a decision to approve, approve with 
amendments or reject the ToR under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved, the 
Proposed ToR will serve as a framework for the preparation and review of the environmental 
assessment for the proposed Project. 
 
Marten Falls First Nation is a remote First Nation community in the Far North of Ontario, located 
at the junction of the Albany and Ogoki rivers, approximately 170 km northeast of Nakina, 
Ontario and Aroland First Nation. The existing winter road access to the community has been 
determined to be insufficient for the community and other transportation needs primarily due to 
the limited reliability of open winter road access. Therefore, an all season multi-purpose road 
connecting Marten Falls First Nation to the existing provincial highway network is required to 
improve the well-being of Marten Falls First Nation.  
 
 
Review of the draft Terms of Reference  
The draft ToR will be available for review beginning December 4, 2019 for a period of 45 days 
and can be accessed on the Project website at http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca. You may 
also review a hard copy of the draft ToR during normal business hours at the following 
locations: 
 
 
Marten Falls First Nation Band Office 
General Delivery  
Ogoki ON P0T 2L0 

Matawa First Nations Management 
Matawa First Nations Management 
233 S. Court Street, 2nd Floor 
Thunder Bay ON P7B 2X9   

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor 
Toronto, Ontario ON M4V 1P5 
(416) 314-8001 / 1-800-461-6290 
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Thunder Bay District 
3rd Floor, Suite 331B, 435 James St. S. 
Thunder Bay ON P7E 6S7 
(807) 475-1205 / 1-800-875-7772 
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Greenstone Public Library – Geraldton Branch    
405 2nd St. W. 
Geraldton ON P0T 1M0 
(807) 854-1490 
Monday to Thursday and Saturday 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., and Monday 
and Wednesday 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Thunder Bay Public Library – Waverley Resource Library 
285 Red River Road 
Thunder Bay ON P7B 1A9 
(807) 345-8275 
Monday to Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., and Friday 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Greenstone Public Library – Longlac Branch 
110 Kenogami  Dr 
Longlac, ON P0T 2A0 
(807) 876-4515 
Friday and Sunday Closed 
Saturday 9a.m.–12p.m. 
Monday 12:30–4:30p.m., 6:30–8:30p.m. 
Tuesday 1–5p.m. 
Wednesday 9a.m.–12p.m., 6:30–8:30p.m. 
Thursday 1–5p.m., 7–9p.m. 
 

Timmins Public Library 
320 2nd Avenue 
Timmins, ON P4N 8A4 
(705) 360-2623 X8519 
Monday to Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday to Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
A hard copy of the draft ToR will be provided to the following Indigenous communities for circulation to their community members: 
 

▪ Aroland First Nation; 
▪ Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek 
▪ Attawapiskat First Nation; 
▪ Constance Lake First Nation; 
▪ Eabametoong First Nation; 
▪ Fort Albany First Nation; 
▪ Ginoogaming First Nation; 
▪ Kasabonika Lake First Nation; 
▪ Kashechewan First Nation; 
▪ Kingfisher Lake First Nation; 
▪ Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug;  

 

▪ Long Lake #58 First Nation;  
▪ Marten Falls First Nation; 
▪ Métis Nation of Ontario, Region 2; 
▪ Neskantaga First Nation; 
▪ Nibinamik First Nation;  
▪ Red Sky Independent Métis Nation. 
▪ Wapekeka First Nation; 
▪ Wawakapewin First Nation; 
▪ Weenusk First Nation; 
▪ Webequie First Nation; and 
▪ Wunnumin Lake First Nation; 

 

NOTICE OF DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR REVIEW 
MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION – ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD PROJECT 

 
Your written comments on the draft ToR must be received before January 20, 2020. All comments must be submitted directly to MFFN using the contact 
information provided below. MFFN will provide a copy of all comments to the MECP for information only.  
 

Lawrence Baxter  
Senior Community Advisor  
Marten Falls First Nation  1-800-764-9114  

info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca  
www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca James McCutchon  

Project Manager  
AECOM  

 
All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks for the purpose of transparency and consultation.  The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained 
for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential.  For more information, please contact the Project 
Officer or the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Park’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-314-4075. 
 
Si vous souhaitez une copie de cette notification en français, veuillez visiter le site Internet du projet ou envoyer un email au projet pour en demander une copie. 
Date Published: November 29, 2019 
 

DFC Wake the Giant announces 2020 music festival

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
A group of Dennis Franklin Cromarty First Nations High School students, teachers and staff and Wake the 
Giant participants celebrated outside the school after the Dec. 6 announcement of plans to hold the 2020 
Wake the Giant Music Festival on Sept. 19, 2020.

More than 300  
businesses and  
organizations signed 
up...
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  Business Directory

Contact our Sales Representative:

Tom Scura,  Phone: 807 622-6000  

Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

Book your Wawatay News ad today!

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence 
For Aboriginal Communities In Ontario

1-800-669-2538 | www.za-geh-do-win.com

Modular Home for Sale - $229,000

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION! New Amenities �roughout!
Features: 24×32 foot garage, en-suite patio doors in master bedroom.
CALL: 807-345-9339 - 8 Minutes from �under Bay

1700 Sq. Ft. 4 Bedroom 
Modular Home

in Gorham, Ontario

VISIT: www.silverspringsestates.ca/whats-available/

Mobile Home Park

PINEWOOD 
FORD LTD.

640 Memorial Ave., 
Thunder Bay ON, P7B 3Z5

807 344-9611
Fax: 807 344-5627 
Cell: 807 473-6577 

Toll Free: 1 800 465-3910

www.pinewoodford.com 
amber@pinewoodford.com

@autoangeltbay

Amber Walsh
“Specializing in honest, personal 

& professional service; finding you 
the right vehicle at the right price.”

Away From Home 
Comfort

287 Grenville Ave. Thunder Bay ON, P7A 2A8, 807-629-9354

Open the door to your home away from 
home. Fully furnished, to make your stay 

as comfortable as possible with 
a private entrance. 

We accept Northern Travel Grants.
https://away-from-home-

comfort.business.site

Short Term Rental
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  Community

Peter Moon
Special to Wawatay News

A group of Canadian Rang-
ers from five First Nations from 
across the Far North of Ontario 
have completed a challenging 
Ontario Provincial Police search 
and rescue course.

The two-week course is the 
same search and rescue training 
that members of the OPP’s elite 
emergency response teams have 
to take as part of their specialist 
training.

“This is very demanding 
training with long days that 
challenges them both mentally 
and physically,” said Warrant 
Officer Daniel Stortz, a Cana-
dian Army instructor. “We con-
duct searches on behalf of the 
OPP in Northern Ontario.  With 
Rangers completing this train-
ing the OPP know the Rangers 
have completed the same train-
ing as the OPP’s ERT members 
have and will operate in the 
same way.”

The Rangers, who are part-
time army reservists, have a 
unique relationship with the 
OPP. They are the only Rangers 
in Canada who receive police 
training in search and rescue 
and have a formal agreement to 
do search and rescue on behalf 
of the police. The OPP are the 
lead agency for search and res-
cue in Ontario, a role assumed 
by the Quebec provincial police 
in Quebec and the RCMP in the 
rest of Canada.

While the OPP has prime 
responsibility for search and 
rescue in Ontario, assembling 
a trained OPP search and res-
cue team and getting a plane to 
fly it into a remote First Nation 
may take up to eight hours 
or longer, depending on the 
weather, said Sergeant John 
Meaker, the OPP’s provincial 
search and rescue co-ordinator. 
By then, he said, the Rangers 
have usually found the missing 
person or persons.

There are more than 600 
Rangers in 27 remote and iso-
lated First Nations in Northern 
Ontario. Since 2015 the Rang-
ers have rescued more than 100 

people.
The Rangers’ training took 

place at Canadian Forces Base 
Borden, near Barrie, and was 
conducted in both classrooms  
and outdoors, in daylight and 
at night, and in various loca-
tions around the large base. It 
concluded with two realistic 
exercises on the base’s Pine 
River and in Mono Cliffs Provin-
cial Park. The challenges in the 
park included a day of navigat-
ing in open spaces, a swamp, 
and woods, and climbing steep 
cliffs.

“I’m glad I came for this, I’ve 
learned a lot,” said Master Cor-
poral Pamela Chookomoolin 
from Peawanuck, a small Cree 
community near the Hudson 
Bay coast. “A lot of our people 
go on the land and their snow 
machines break down, or 
there’s a blizzard and they are 
overdue, or there’s an emer-
gency of some kind and we have 
go out and look for them. I’ve 
done searches myself.”

She said she will be the third 
Ranger in her local patrol to 
complete the OPP training.

The course puts a heavy 
emphasis on being able to cor-
rectly read a map and compass 
and how to use a GPS device. 
“We have to be really precise 
when we plot (map) bearings,” 
she said. “Before I would just a 
make a big circle.”

She has done searches where 
the Ranger search party had 
to communicate with military 
search aircraft. The OPP train-
ing will allow her to give more 
precise information about loca-
tions to the pilots, she said.

Sergeant Meaker of the OPP 
said the Rangers impressed him 

with their desire to help the citi-
zens of their communities when 
they go missing. ‘They have a 
quiet strength in them,” he said. 
“You can really see that they 
have a sense of community and 
want the best for everyone in 
their communities and they are 
willing to sacrifice their time 
and energy to do that.”

He said their abilities on the 
land are also impressive. “They 
are good on the land,” he said. 
“I would say they are gifted that 
way. They are very relaxed and 
at ease in the woods.”
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ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᐱᑕᒪᑫᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᑭᑐᐣᒋ 
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A r o l a n d 

W e b e q u i e 

Bearskin Lake 

Cat Lake Lac Seul 

Deer Lake Saugeen 

E a b a m e t o o n g 

Koocheching Nibinamik 

Fort Severn KeeWayWin 

Kasabonika Lake  Pikangikum 

Kingfisher Lake Marten Falls   

Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 

McDowell Lake Mishkeegogamang 

Muskrat Dam Neskantaga                    

North Caribou Lake North Spirit Lake  

Poplar Hill Sachigo Lake Sandy Lake 

Wapekeka Slate Falls Wawakapewin   

Wunnumin Lake Ear Falls Atikokan Dryden         

Fort Frances Ignace Kenora  Rainy River Red Lake 

Sioux Lookout Pickle Lake  Savant Lake  Allanwater

Wishing you a a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

from the Tikinagan Child and Family Services Board and Staff
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Visiting 
Thunder Bay?

Book 2 days over 
weekend (Friday to 

Sunday) receive 20% off 
regular rate.

Call us 807 344-2612

439 Memorial Ave. 
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Offer expires Jan. 31, 2020

Canadian Rangers complete challenging OPP search and rescue course

Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers/Special to Wawatay News
Master Corporal Pamela Chookomoolin and Corporal Ralph Begg walk across fallen trees during a training 
search.

“You can really see that 
they have a sense of 
community and want 
the best for everyone in 
their communities...”

– OPP Sergeant Meaker
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Peter Moon
Special to Wawatay News

Canadian Rangers have 
helped evacuate a remote First 
Nation in Northern Ontario and 
delivered an emergency pro-
gram for at-risk youth in a sec-
ond isolated community facing 
a drug addiction crisis..

 North Spirit Lake First 
Nation, a small Oji-Cree com-
munity 520 kilometers north of 
Thunder Bay, declared an emer-
gency and asked for federal and 
provincial help when a drug 
addiction epidemic and the 
breakdown of its water system 
became more than the commu-
nity could cope with.

Both levels of government 
responded and the Canadian 
Army approved a request for the 
use of Canadian Rangers to help 
the community’s youth.

“They were no longer able to 
run the youth programs with-
out jeopardizing some other 
aspects within the community 
that were in crisis,” said Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Shane McAr-
thur. 

“We could fill that niche for 
them by running programs 
for the children, by delivering 
a program close to the Junior 
Canadian Ranger program we 
run in the North. We are one 
of the best institutions in the 

North in running a successful 
program for youth.”

Colonel McArthur is the 
commanding officer of 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group, 
which commands the Rangers 
in 27 remote and isolated First 
Nations across the Far North 
of Ontario. The Rangers are 
part-time army reservists. The 
Junior Canadian Rangers are 
a Canadian Army program for 
boys and girls aged 12 to 18 in 
remote communities across the 
Canadian North.

North Spirit Lake does not 
have a Ranger patrol so the 
army flew Rangers from eight 
First Nations into it to work 
with the youth. 

The Rangers kept them occu-
pied with a range of activities, 
including archery, shooting 
with air rifles, indoor baseball, 
volley ball and soccer, learn-
ing how to use power saws, fire 
starting, and cooking food on 
the land.

“The Rangers came in and 
kept us occupied,” said Shadow 
Meekis, 13, a grade seven stu-
dent. “It’s been fun with them 
here.  I wanted to learn about 
the power saw and how to use 
it safely. They taught us and 
that’s something that’s going to 
be useful for all my life. We cut 
wood for the elders. The Rang-
ers have been great.”

The Rangers were in North 
Spirit Lake for 18 days and only 
left after the community was 
able to resume dealing with its 
crisis. “It was a very successful 
operation,” Colonel McArthur 
said. “We helped take the pres-
sure off the adults while help-
ing the youth. We left behind a 
successful youth program after 
teaching the adults how to con-
tinue it.”

Rangers from the Bear-
skin Lake First Nation patrol, 
assisted by Rangers from two 
other First Nations and an 
army instructor, helped more 
than 300 residents fly out of 
their small Oji-Cree community 
located 635 kilometers north 
of Thunder Bay. An ice jam on 
the Severn River caused serious 
flooding and isolated the com-
munity from its airport. Evacu-
ees were flown by helicopter to 
the airport to board evacuation 
planes over a period of four 
days.

“The Rangers assisted in 
manifesting and marshalling 
individuals and getting them 
loaded onto the helicopters and 
planes,” Colonel McArthur said. 
“We answered the calls for help 
from two First Nations and did 
what we needed to do. Both 
communities are very apprecia-
tive of what the Rangers did for 
them.” 

  Community

Wishing you a
 Merry Christmas 

and a Happy
 New Year!

www.nan.on.ca

Seasons 
Greetings
from Mayor, Councillors and 
the Staff of the Municipality of 
Sioux Lookout, and best 
wishes for 2020!

Canadian Rangers 
respond to First Nation 
crises in Northern Ontario

Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers/Special to Wawatay News
Ranger Nadine Strang of Pikangikum First Nation helps a girl using a bow and arrow for the first time in 
North Spirit Lake First Nation.




