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Alvin Fiddler acclaimed as NAN Grand Chiet

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Muskrat Dam’s Alvin Fiddler was
acclaimed as Grand Chief for a one-
year term on the second day of the
Keewaywin Conference, held Aug.
15-17 at the Victoria Inn in Thun-
der Bay. The Nishnawbe Aski Nation
(NAN)  Chiefs-in-Assembly  had
ordered this past May by way of resolu-
tion that former grand chief Derek Fox
be removed from the Office of Grand
Chief.

“I didn’t make this decision lightly
to answer that call,” Fiddler says during
his grand chief address. “Even though
we are taught by our Elders and our
parents that whenever we are asked to
do something, even though it may be
hard, we have to respond to it.”

Fiddler says his children encouraged
him to consider taking on the grand
chief role again. Fiddler previously
served two terms as grand chief from
2015-2021 after serving three terms as
deputy grand chief.

“I spent a bit of time over the last
couple of weeks with Elders that I love
and respect just to seek their guidance
in terms of how I should pick up this
work and how I should carry it for-
ward,” Fiddler says. “And I was advised
that I cannot just pretend that ... the
turmoil and the difficulties we’ve expe-
rienced did not happen, it did and we
have to acknowledge it, but not to
dwell on it, but to learn from it, to
learn from the lessons learned and the
teachings that all of us were able to
gain from what we’ve gone through.”

Fiddler says he plans to reach out to
former grand chief Fox.

“Before we move on to the work
that’s in front of us, there has to be
healing and mending and restoration,”
Fiddler says. “So I’ve asked the Elders
to help me with that work. Before
we can pick up the work, we need to
make sure that circle is strong and that
includes Derek and his family, he’s still
one of us and he’s still a part of the
NAN family.”

Fiddler says he has three goals for his
one-year term as grand chief before the
next election in 2024, to restore the
credibility of NAN, to revitalize NAN’s
mandate and for NAN to reconnect
first of all with the chiefs and commu-
nities.

“We need to make an effort to go
back and be with you at the commu-
nity level, to sit with your workers,
your Elders, your youth so that we can
truly understand what it is that your
communities may need, what your pri-
orities are,” Fiddler says. “I started that
over the last month. I mentioned that
I went to Muskrat Dam, I did spend
some time with them, and I also went
to KI (Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninu-
wug) last week during their treaty day.
I’m planning to be in Sandy Lake this
weekend for their fall ceremony and
I’ve already committed with some of
you to visit your communities.”

Fiddler says he plans to visit Neskan-
taga in the next week.

“I’ve invited him to our commu-
nity for our powwow weekend on
Aug. 25-27) Neskantaga Chief Chris
Moonias says. “We wanted to make
sure we are heard, we’ve been under a
boil water advisory for 28 years, that’s
10,423 consecutive days already. We’ve
got to keep bringing it up, advocating,

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Muskrat Dam’s Alvin Fiddler was acclaimed as grand chief for a one-year term during a ceremony on Aug. 16 during Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation’s Keewaywin Conference, held Aug. 15-17 at the Victory Inn in Thunder Bay.

we have to get it done, we have to get
it working.”

Ontario NDP leader Marit Stiles says
Fiddler’s acclamation ceremony was
“moving and an important day.”

“I wanted to make sure I was here
to support NAN and to support Grand
Chief Fiddler,” Stiles says. “I found his
words really inspiring as well, talking
about what the challenges are and the
need to move forward but to acknowl-
edge what we’re learning. I was listen-
ing very carefully to what he had to say
and looking forward to continuing to

work with him as we go forward.”

Stiles says Neskantaga’s 28-year boil
water advisory is a shameful situation.

“I heard Chief Moonias also call for
allyship and support from NAN,” Stiles
says. “We’ve met as well at Queen’s
Park with Chief Moonias and we’re
going to keep fighting to make sure
that community and other communi-
ties get access to clean water, it’s abso-
lutely unacceptable.”

Ontario NDP deputy leader and
Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa
says it was important for Stiles to see
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how First Nations conduct business in
northern Ontario.

“I say a big congratulations to
Grand Chief Fiddler on the acclama-
tion, but also moving forward there’s a
lot of things happening in our commu-
nities, there’s just too many ... needless
deaths that are happening and rights
are being trampled on,” Mamakwa
says. “I think there was a message there
that we need to kind of stand together
as the north whereby we protect our
ways of life, our ways of being, the
lands.”
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The 150th anniversary celebration of the signing of Treaty #3 include four community events featuring a community copy of Treaty #3 that originated with one of the signatories of Treaty #3, hereditary Chief Paa-
bamasagaa of Naotkamegwanning, and all three adhesions to Treaty #3.

Treaty #3 celebrates 150th anniversary

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Grand Council Treaty #3
youth Kieran Davis and Winter
Dawn Lipscombe recently high-
lighted the 150th anniversary
of Treaty #3 during their When
the Frogs Sleep podcast at:
whenthefrogssleep.buzzsprout.
com.

“This year marks the 150th
anniversary of the signing of
Treaty 3, which was actually
signed Oct. 3, 1873, Lip-
scombe says during their We
are Treaty People: Fives Bucks
and Double Sacred episode.
“Dryden 150 marks the begin-
ning of four community events
that will be taking place across
Treaty 3 where Treaty 3 will
be hosting different teachings
about the treaty, speakers as well
as giving the opportunity to cit-
izens of Treaty 3 to be able to
go and view it.”

Lipscombe says she attended
the first of the four community
events in Dryden, where she
viewed the Treaty #3 docu-
ments, which include a commu-
nity copy of the treaty and all
three adhesions to the treaty.

“I was actually able to be at
Dryden 150 and go visit the
treaty for the first time in per-

-
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son, which was pretty incredible
because thinking about the fact
that our ancestors signed that
document and they were part of
the negotiations that made that
happen is pretty special,” Lip-
scombe says.

Davis says they plan to visit
the Treaty #3 documents dur-
ing their We are Treaty People:
Fives Bucks and Double Sacred
episode.

“I’d really like to see the
document that was signed by
our ancestors,” Davis says. “It’s
pretty exciting to actually have
it in territory. I know it was a
long process to actually bring it
back to us and to view it.”

The Dryden Museum hosted
the first viewing of the Treaty
#3 documents in the east on
June 20 and Seven Generations
Educational Institute hosted
the Treaty #3 documents in the
south on July 20. Sagkeeng is
scheduled to host the Treaty #3
documents in the west on Aug.
23 and Seven Generations Edu-
cation Institute is scheduled to
host an event in the north on
Sept. 6.

“To have the treaty docu-
ment and the adhesions in the
territory is incredibly important
to understanding who we are as
Anishinabe on this 150th anni-

o
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Grand Council Treaty #3 youth Kieran Davis and Winter Dawn Lipscombe recently spoke about the 150th anniversary of Treaty #3 during
their When the Frogs Sleep podcast.

versary of the treaty signing,”
says Ogichidaa Francis Kava-
naugh. “The treaty is sacred to
us, as it was sanctioned in cer-
emony by Creator and the spir-
its. It is my hope that a more
permanent home for these
documents can be found in
the Treaty #3 territory so that
we may be able to educate our
treaty partners about this sacred
relationship for years to come.”
The community copy origi-
nated with one of the signa-

tories of Treaty #3, hereditary
Chief Paabamasagaa of Naotka-
megwanning. His family cared
for the Treaty #3 document
until 1977 when it was placed
with Library and Archives
Canada for safekeeping. The
treaty was placed on long-term
loan at the Lake of the Woods
Museum in 1978 and in 2017
it was returned to Library and
Archives Canada for a conser-
vation assessment. The three
adhesions are the Sheban-

dowan Adhesion, the Lac Seul
Adhesion and the Adhesion by
Halfbreeds of Rainy River and
Lake. This is the first time that
the Treaty #3 document and
all three adhesions are being
displayed together in Treaty #3
territory.

“It has been an honour and
a pleasure to work with the
staff of Grand Council Treaty
#3 in the development of the
exhibit that will accompany
the treaty documents as they
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travel throughout the terri-
tory,” says Lori Nelson, direc-
tor of The Muse. “Credit goes
to the members of The Muse
Indigenous Advisory Commit-
tee, whose excitement about
and commitment to this proj-
ect has been unparalleled. What
an privilege it is to, once again,
host the treaty documents at the
Lake of the Woods Museum.”

NORTHSTAR
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Grassy Narrows suicide study shows connection
between mercury exposure and emotions

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Grassy Narrows Chief Rudy
Turtle is calling for more help
for the youth after a recently
released research study sug-
gested an intergenerational
impact of mercury exposure on
the emotions, behaviour and
attempted suicides by children
and youth.

“It’s been hard on (the fami-
lies), very hard on them,” Turtle
says. “That’s why I’m saying we
need help with mental health
workers, we need counsellors to
help our young people, we need
guidance too for our young
people, I think we need more
teachings and stuff like that.”

The study, The Contribu-
tion across Three Genera-
tions of Mercury Exposure to
Attempted Suicide among Chil-
dren and Youth in Grassy Nar-
rows First Nation, Canada: An
Intergenerational Analysis by

Donna Mergler, Aline Phi-
libert, Myriam Fillion and Judy
Da Silva, examined the possible
contribution of Hg (mercury)
exposure across three gen-
erations on attempted suicides
among today’s children, five to
11-years-old, and youth, 12 to
17-years-old, using a matrilineal
intergenerational paradigm.

“I believe what the outcome
of the study is — they did
proper research,” Turtle says,
noting that the study high-
lighted how the fathers were
fishing and bringing fish home
for the family to eat. “Of course
the daughters ate the fish too
so when the daughters had
children they passed it on to
their kids, so it does go from
generation to generation. Prior
to 1970, there was never any
occurrences of suicide in Grassy

Diploma in

Narrows until after mercury
(exposure) was discovered, and
this (suicides) started increas-
ing.”

Posted online at: ehp.
niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/
EHP11301, the study used
structural equation modelling
(SEM) to examine significant
links from grandparents to
mothers’ exposure and mental
health and children/youth risk
for attempted suicide. The SEM
suggested two pathways that
significantly linked grandparents
to children’s attempted suicides,
through mothers’ prenatal and
childhood mercury exposure
and psychological distress, and
through maternal fish consump-
tion during pregnancy, which
is an important contributor to
children’s emotional state and
behaviour.

“Despite minimal individual
information on the (grand-
mothers and mothers’) past life
experiences, the findings sup-
port the hypothesis that Hg
(mercury) exposure over three
generations contributes to the
mental health of today’s chil-
dren and youth,” the study
states. “The prevalence of
Grassy Narrows youth ever hav-
ing attempted suicide is three
times that of other First Nations
in Canada.”

Turtle says they are looking
for every person affected by
mercury in Grassy Narrows to
be compensated.

“We’ve been after both levels
of government and we’ve been
making our message clear that
we would like to see all the peo-
ple of Grassy Narrows who are
affected by mercury be compen-
sated,” Turtle says.

Turtle says he has been doing
interviews with different media
over the past couple of weeks.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

NDP Deputy Leader Sol Mamakwa, pictured with federal NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh at National Indigenous Peoples Day on Anemki Wajiw,
stressed how Grassy Narrows is demanding fair compensation for all their citizens who were impacted by the lasting damage of the mer-
cury poison after a research study was released on July 19.

“But it needs to be said)”
Turtle says. “The message needs
to get out there.”

NDP  Deputy  Leader
and Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol
Mamakwa says it is difficult to
put into words the devastation
that the mercury exposure has
caused for generations of people
in Grassy Narrows.

“Today’s youth never had a
chance to avoid this,” Mamakwa
says. “The mercury in their
bloodstream has been passed
along from generation to gen-
eration, like so many colonial
injustices. In the face of this
injustice, the youth of Grassy
Narrows have persevered and
excelled. As songwriters, play-
wrights, artists, nurses, teachers
and as land defenders, they have
walked a path of resilience and
strength. We can support them,
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so they don’t have to walk this
path alone.”

Mamakwa adds that Grassy
Narrows is demanding fair
compensation for all commu-
nity members impacted by the
lasting damage of the mercury
poison.

“They are also demanding
respect for Grassy Narrows’
Indigenous Protected Area —
a place where healing can be
ongoing,” Mamakwa says. “I

wholeheartedly echo these calls.
The people of Grassy Narrows
deserve respect and meaningful
support. They deserve access to
mental and physical health care.
They are owed that by the fed-
eral and provincial governments
who have failed them time and
time again. I call on these gov-
ernments to respond to these
findings with specific actions
and resources that have been
called for by the community for

years.”

The study notes that very
high mercury levels were
reported in fish in the English-
Wabigoon River system in
1970; inorganic Hg released by
the chloralkali plant in Dryden,
upriver from Grassy Narrows,
was being converted into meth-
ylmercury (MeHg), a highly
toxic compound that bioaccu-
mulates and biomagnifies in the
aquatic food chain.
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Commentary

Time Is The
Great Healer

Xavier
Kataquapit

UNDER THE
ORTHERN SKY

ragedy seems to be a
normal part of life for
my people. I’ve known

so many sad stories during my
life time that with every passing
event, I feel numb to the pain
that a normal person should
realize. It doesn’t mean I am
immune to the pain. Instead,
I feel a deep sense of sadness
when I experience the passing
of loved ones in my life as it
reminds me of so many others
that have gone before.

This past month when most
of us should be enjoying sum-
mer joy several people passed on
unexpectedly.

My cousin Jeff Kataquapit
passed on recently at the age
of 57. He had suffered from a
chronic pulmonary disease for
some time and we had all wor-
ried about risks to his health
during the Covid19 pandemic.
This past month he contracted
an infection that worsened his
condition and he succumbed to
the complications that occurred.

It was a terrible reminder to
everyone in my family of the
dangers of Covid, viruses and
infections that are still very
threatening to the weak and vul-
nerable. My partner Mike was
also a good long time friend to
Jeff and they had talked about
these concerns as they shared a
similar health problem affecting
their lungs. It was a great shock
for us to hear the news of Jeff’s
passing as we had all done our
best to protect against chance
infections, flus, colds and the
possibility of Covid.

Jeff fluently spoke the Cree
language which he preferred to
use over English. He was one
of my older cousins who held
that special position of hav-
ing been born early enough to
know many prominent Elders,
our grandparents and so many
of the wise people in our com-
munity.

I always admired his grasp of
our traditional language and he
often shared many old stories,
legends and historical facts that
our Elders had passed on to
him.

I recall Jeff as someone we
younger cousins looked up to
as he seemed to have a handle
of the new culture of heavy
metal music and all the leather,
colours, spiked hair and jeans
that the music came with. It
was always a thrill for young
Kataquapit cousins like myself
to visit Jeff and his family of
active and adventurous boys.
My aunt Theresa and uncle
Gabriel always welcomed every-

one to their home to share a
meal and or simply take time
to socialize. I was closest to his
younger brother Lindy, who

is my best friend, as we are the
same age. There was always

a good laugh and lots of fun
whenever we ventured close to
their home with the rest of their
brothers Norman, Eric, Ron,
Steve, Brian and Robert. I can
recall summer afternoons toss-
ing a basketball in a backyard
court made of sawdust and
packed mud while uncle Gabriel
played his old time fiddle at
one end of the house and Iron
Maiden blared from a ghetto
blaster near by. My memories
of Jeff surround the Cree lan-
guage, traditions and culture
in the life we enjoyed together
in the neighbourhood close to
uncle Gabriel’s home.

My cousin Jeff’s passing hap-
pened also at the same time as
his nephew Josh Wesley sud-
denly and tragically lost his
partner Kimberly Shisheesh and
their new born baby Frances. I
felt a deep sadness of this news
as Josh was also part of those
memories of being with the
Kataquapit boys when I was
growing up.

There are so many con-
nections to both Josh and
Kimberly in my home com-
munity of Attawapiskat and the
shock wave of sadness travelled
through First Nations through-
out Northern Ontario. Too
many of our young people are
passing away and leaving us all
to mourn and grieve.

Also in the midst of all of
this sad news Attawapiskat also
lost Davis Koostachin at the
age of 39. He was the son of
David Okimaw and Christine
Koostachin. Davis was younger
than me and I saw him often
through another set of cous-
ins on my mom’s side of the
Paulmartin family.

The loss of all these people in
the same time frame came as a
great sadness for me. Although
I have drifted away from my
home community, I still feel
connected through countless
memories of good and hard
times. In the true spirit of
who we are as Cree and our
need to heal and go forward,
my brother Joe and a group of
volunteers is featuring the Kat-
tawapiskak Keekehwin Gather-
ing this August.

Out of the sadness we have
just experienced, our families
and friends will share in tradi-
tion, culture and music as a
way to heal and move forward.
We are survivors and we will
continue to pull each other up
from deep wells of sadness to
the bright sunny rays of hope.
We understand that time is
the great healer and this is our
‘Ininew Peematisiwin’ (Cree
way of life).

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Teach for Canada completes 2023 training program

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Teach for Canada-Gakinaamaage recently completed another Summer Enrichment Program for teachers who will be teaching in
First Nation communities across northern Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan at Lakehead University’s Thunder Bay campus.
Asiniskaw Ithiniwak (Rocky Cree) speaker William Thomas from northern Manitoba delivers a Language Lessons session during
the program.

A Smoky Summe

Graham
Saunders

WEATHER

What is going on
this year?!

he wildfire season got
an early start this year,
especially in Alberta and

British Columbia. In late spring
and early summer records were
set for number of fire starts,
total area burned and of people
evacuated.

Canada exceeded the yearly
fire season average for land
area burned on June 3. Then
on June 27, surpassed the area
burned in one fire season set
in 1989. On that day, wildfires
were burning in nine provinces
and three territories across the
country; area burned totalled
76,000 square kilometres. It
is not easy to visualize such a
number. Some media offered
comparisons such as the com-
bined area of New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island
Some (including me) found it
easier to compare to the Great
Lakes. The combined area of
Lakes Superior, Erie and Ontario
is 127,000 sq.km. The forest
area burnt by wildfires exceeded
this amount on July 31.

Regional weather
summary for July

July was the third consecu-
tive month in Northern Ontario
with significantly below normal
precipitation for most areas.
Kenora received 60% of its aver-

age July rainfall, Thunder Bay
37%, Kapuskasing 51%. Tim-
mins received only 31% of its
average monthly rainfall which
fell entirely in the first days of
July and was followed by 21
days without even a trace of rain.

Readers in Sudbury and
on Manitoulin Island might
disagree about this “dry” sum-
mary. Sudbury’s rain total was
146% compared to average
(four days with 10 to 30 mm of
rainfall).

During the first week of July,
most of the region was warmer
than average, especially in the
Northeast and near the Quebec
border northward to James Bay.

The second and third weeks
in July were cooler than aver-
age. This was especially the case
in the Northwest where, unlike
previous months, temperatures
were cooler than average. It is
not quite this simple, but these
cooler conditions are part of the
reason that fire danger declined
from high to moderate.

The final days of July fea-
tured a mix of conditions, sub-
stantial rainfall in some areas,
and warmer than average tem-
perature in most areas.

August

Most areas in Northern
Ontario had little rain during
the first week of August and an
average of 10 new wildfires per
day were reported. This alarm-
ing pace slowed in the second
week, in part because of some
substantial rains and cooler tem-
peratures.

On August 12,2023, fire
hazard risk across the region is
rated as moderate to high.

What has made
this wildfire season

so severe?

The 2023 wildfire season
has already been Canada’s most
severe on record. This wildfire
season has resulted in nearly
140,000 square kilometres of
land burnt so far. The com-
bined areas of Lakes Superior
and Huron, the two largest
Great Lakes, is 141,691 sq. km.
Almost certainly, by the time
you read this, a larger area will
have been consumed by fire.
Fires continue to burn across
the entire country.

The area burned has sur-
passed previous records set in
1989 (76,000 sq. km). Another
big year was 1995 (74,000
sq. km). I hesitate to say this:
At this rate and with current
projections, an area the size of
all the Great Lakes could be
burned in Canada by the end of
this fire season.

There have been fatalities.
Four fire fighters have died so
far. Personal losses, evacuation
orders, poor air quality, evacu-
ation alerts - Canadians right
across the country have felt the
impacts of this challenging wild-
fire season.

There are many factors that
influence the areas and amount of
fire activity in Canada every year.
These include the following:.

Climate change or
global heating

Warming temperatures at the
global and regional scales have
been accompanied by other
trends. These include lower
afternoon humidity, more light-
ning, more dry days (defined
as days with less than 2 mm
of rainfall) and longer wildfire

r Continues

seasons. The average area burnt
in Canada doubled from the
later 1950s to the early 1990s.
Another doubling is in process.

These effects are being occur-
ring around the world. Extreme
fire behavior is currently being
experienced in all the countries
of southern Europe, Siberia and
most recently, Hawaii.

Ongoing drought
or seasonal mois-
ture deficiencies

This year, extreme fire activ-
ity has taken place in British
Columbia, the Yukon, Alberta,
Quebec and Nova Scotia. All
of these areas had persistent
drought conditions from at
least one year prior. A few fires
in Quebec from 2022 burned
underground through the win-
ter and flared up this year. Such
so-called “zombie” fires are
becoming more common in the
sub-arctic.

ElNino

It is remarkable that relatively
small changes in water tem-
peratures in the tropical Pacific
Ocean can influence weather
and seasonal conditions around
the world or in this case, in
Canada 10,000 kilometres away.
It is not a perfect relationship
but warmer water temperatures
associated with El Nifo in the
Pacific Ocean often result in
warmer temperatures and drier
conditions. El Nifio processes
have been associated with some
of the more severe historic fire
seasons in Canada.

We will still be talking about
this fire season next month.
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Sixteenth annual Wabun Youth Gathering
celebrates culture and traditions

Xavier Kataquapit
Special to Wawatay News

The 16th Annual
Wabun Youth Gathering was
held in Elk Lake, Ontario in a
week long event from July 17
to 21 for over 60 First Nation
youth at the Elk Lake Ecolodge.
The event was organized by the
Wabun Tribal Council Health
Department with the support of
the tribal council’s member First
Na-tions. This is the first half of
a two part gathering featuring
junior participants from age 8
to 13. An event for senior youth
will be held in August.

“It’s important to
have this annual event for our
young people. This annual gath-
ering keeps them all connected
in a time and place where they
can have some fun while also
learning healthy teachings and
learn from each other. It also
gives them structure and a
sense of caring knowing that
we are here to look after them
and look out for them. We also
want them to understand that
there are people around them
in their home communities that
care about them and want the
best for them,” explained Josee
Forget, Wabun Regional Crisis
Coordinator and event orga-
nizer.

Organizers wanted to
give youth participants plenty of
exposure and awareness of cul-
tural teach-ings and traditional
activities.

“We did lots and I
got to meet new people and
it all made me feel good. It’s
important to be here because
you get to learn about your
past and your ancestors. I want
to thank my family for bringing
me here and for all the people
that have helped me,” said 13
year old Sheldon Saunders of
Brunswick House FN.

Traditional  games
including several unique cul-
tural games, spear throwing and
archery was taught by Lamarr
Oksasikewiyin, of Sweetgrass
FN, Saskatchewan. Oksasikewi-
yin is a cultural teacher who
has done these programs for 16
years and brings a wealth of tra-
ditional and cultural knowledge
to young people. Activities and
lessons that focused on health,
well being, traditional teachings
and cultural aware-ness were
also led by Wabun Health staff
including Debbie Proulx-Buf-
falo, Tony Miller, Faye Naveau
and Catherine Vinkle-Brunet, as
well as community teachers and
leaders including Holly Wood-
house and Troy Woodhouse
both of Flying Post FN.

Traditional spiritual
and ceremonial events were led
by Elder Vina Landy-Hendrix of
Matachewan FN. Elder Landry-
Hendrix has the special distinc-
tion of having attended all 16
Wabun Youth Gathering events
and young people from all the
communities have grow accus-
tomed to seeing her every year.

“This is an important
event for me to see every year.
It gives us a chance to show
our young peo-ple our culture
and history and to allow them
to hear our language, the lan-
guage of their ancestors. They
already see so much of modern
culture which is why it makes
it even more important to have
these events where we can show
and teach them about their
past, their heritage and where
their families came from,” com-
mented Elder Landry-Hendrix.

The week long event
also included a presentation on
literature, art and illustration
with published author Nancy
Cooper of the Chippewas of
Rama First Nation. She gave a
reading from one of her books
‘Biindigen! Amik Says Wel-
come’ and led a group discus-
sion with the participants.

Wabun Health Direc-
tor was on hand to experience
the gathering and noted her
children have and still are ben-
efiting from the annual event.
Her daughter Katie attended
this year.

“It’s important to
have this annual event for our
children and bring them closer
to our Elders and traditional
teachers to share their cultural
knowledge,” said Collins.

Thirteen year old
Katie Collins explained, “We
learned about culture and I
got to learn about tradi-tional
games. My favourite activity

photo provided by Wabun Health Services

Wabun Youth Gathering has been providing traditional and cultural teachings to young people for 16
years now. Here we see this year’s group gathered on the land at Elk Lake Ecolodge during this year’s
event which was held from July 17 to 21.

was swimming. I’m happy to
be here as I get to learn about
where I come from and our his-
tory.”

Youth had plenty of
other activities to keep them
busy during the week including
ball games, slime making, soap
stone carving, sharing circles,
bubble soccer, a foam party
and daily gathering at the water
front for swimming.

Chief Chad Boisso-
neau of Mattagami FN attended
the event to meet with Wabun
Youth and show his support for
the annual event.

“Our young people

look forward to this annual
event. My son Brent attended
many years and went through
the junior group when he was
young, then the senior group
and later attended as a chaper-
one. Now I'm seeing my
grandchildren attending and
it is really special to see this
small event 16 years ago grow
to become such an important
annual gathering,” said Chief
Boissoneau.

The Wabun Youth
Gathering originated through
the vision and dream of Wabun
Elder Thomas Saunders of
Brunswick House FN who
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lobbied for a youth gather-
ing. The first gathering was
held in Mattagami FN in 2007
through the leadership of past
Health Director Jean Lemieux
of Matachewan FN. Sadly, Elder
Saunders passed on before his
dream came to be.

Wabun Tribal Coun-
cil is a regional territorial orga-
nization which represents the
six First Nation communities of
Beaverhouse, Brunswick House,
Chapleau Ojibwe, Flying Post,
Matachewan and Mattagami in
Northeastern Ontario and it is
directed by its respective Chiefs.
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Roots urban farm teaching high schoolers hands-on gardening skills

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Moose tortillas were on the
menu at the Roots Community
Food Centre and Lakehead
Public Schools’ Focus on Youth
program on July 24 at the Vol-
unteer Pool Urban Garden in
Thunder Bay. The program pro-
vides Grade 11 and 12 students
with hands-on gardening, food
preparation and animal care
experience.

“We’re here preparing moose
tortillas with ingredients that
were harvested from the gar-
dens,” says Tanya Moses, First
Nations Métis Inuit partner-
ships coordinator at Lakehead
District School Board. “It’s just
to kind of change it up a bit
and have them experience what
moose tastes like if they haven’t
tasted it before. This is moose
that has been donated to the
Roots Community Food Cen-
tre.”

Moses says one of the stu-
dents, Brendan Beardy, was a
student at Hammarskjold High
School’s KZ Lodge when she
was working at Hammarskjold.

“So it’s cool to be able to
share this summer experience
with him and I'm proud to see
how far he has come,” Moses
says. “He’s here working on
some credits and he’s going to
graduate after this summer.”

Jane Lower, superintendent
of education at Lakehead Dis-
trict School Board, says the
Focus on Youth program is one
of her favourite programs at
Lakehead Public Schools.

“It’s a partnership with the
Ministry of Education and

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

A group of Roots Community Food Centre and Lakehead Public Schools’ Focus on Youth program stu-
dents were treated to a meal of moose tortillas.

Lakehead Public Schools and
Roots (Community Food Cen-
tre),” Lower says. “This is year
six and it’s a life changer for
so many of our students. The
skills that they develop over this
eight-week program, it’s a paid
co-op so they’re pulling in a
summer salary as well as a cou-
ple of credits that they need.”

Lower says some of the stu-
dents need the credits to gradu-
ate while others need the credits
to catch up with their cohort at
school.

“When they go back to
school they are confident and
they’ve had a great summer and
they have a savings account and
they’ve got some financial lit-
eracy,” Lower says. “Of course
they’ve learned how to plant a
garden, harvest a garden, but

we think the most important
learning is the skills, they’ve
learned how to work as a team,
they take responsibility, they
know if they don’t show up on
time they’re letting down their
team.”

Angelina Ouellette, a Grade
12 Superior Collegiate and
Vocational Institute student,
says the Focus on Youth pro-
gram was “really nice.”

“I like learning about the
plants and the fact that it’s all
local,” Ouellette says. “It’s just
feels a little nicer knowing that
if you eat something, knowing
that it’s from home or knowing
that hey, I made this. Also we
know exactly what’s in it, like
no pesticides or anything like
that.”

Marcus Stevens, a Grade 12

Superior Collegiate and Voca-
tional Institute student, says the
Focus on Youth program was “a
lot of fun.”

“Every week for four days
it doesn’t even feel like work,”
Stevens says, noting that he has
been learning about the dif-
ferent plants and how they are
planted and harvested. “We do
a lot of weeding but also every-
body here is like friends and it’s
so much fun.”

Mohammad  Aldaghr, a
Grade 12 Hammarskjold High
School student, says the Focus
on Youth program is a “pretty
nice experience.”

“It’s really nice taking care
of plants and growing food,”
Aldaghr says, noting that he is
learning how to maintain the
health of the plants. “We go

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Tanya Moses and Brendan Beardy prepare moose tortillas.

on field trips every Tuesday, it’s
pretty fun, we work on other
fields and other gardens. We’re
all friends here, we all work
together.”

Airin  Stephens, program
director at Roots Community
Food Centre, says the Focus on
Youth program is an eight-week
summer employment program
that includes employment skills
and life skills programming.

“We have 12 youth from the
three Lakehead District School
Board high schools and we also
get students who come from
the alternative program Con-
nections,” Stephens says, not-
ing that the students apply for
the program and are selected
by their Indigenous graduation
coaches and guidance counsel-
lors as students who are ready

for employment. “They want
some sort of employment but
they want also a supportive
work environment. We’re not
growing farmers here, it’s fun
for them to get out and to see
plants grow from seed to har-
vest. I think they get a lot of
meaning from that, but it’s
really about building relation-
ships with each other, feeling
good in their body because it’s
physical work but also partici-
pating in different workshops.”

Stephens says the students do
workshops on financial literacy,
resume and skill building, get-
ting ready to go back to school,
dealing with folks who are in
conflict and opening their first
bank account.
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Tikinagan’'s Annual Honouring Our Children
Day is all about honouring the children
in care throughout the 30 Northwestern
Ontario First Nations that the agency
serves. Honouring Our Children Day is
an opportunity to demonstrate Mamow
Obiki-ahwahsoowin - “Everybody working
together to raise our children” - and show
our childrenand families they are important.

Be part of a community that holds our
children up and carries them forward.

Celebrate in your
community this summer!
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Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

The Eabametoong Gathering Mini Powwow featured a range of dancers including children on July 24 at
the Valhalla Hotel and Conference Centre in Thunder Bay.

Eabametoong hosts Mini Powwow

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Eabametoong Gather-
ing Mini Powwow was a hit
with many of the community’s
evacuees on July 24 at the Val-
halla Hotel and Conference
Centre in Thunder Bay. More
than 700 evacuees were forced
to leave Eabametoong due to a
fire at the water treatment plant
on July 5, including about 400
who were evacuated to Thunder
Bay and about 300 to Niagara
Falls.

“It brings certain comfort
to them, a certain peace even
though all the turmoil they’re

going through back home,” says
Sid O’Keese, assistant liaison
for the evacuees from Eabam-
etoong. “Evacuation brings a
lot of animosities and city life
brings a lot of stress because in
the rez you live, you go fishing,
you’re free to a certain point.”

O’Keese says the hospital-
ity and comfort level have been
good for the evacuees in Thun-
der Bay.

“I just thank the community
of Thunder Bay for some of
their hospitalities and some of
the things they bring, for help-
ing us in their community, some
of the resources they brought to
the evacuees,” O’Keese says.

O’Keese adds that federal
ministers Patty Hajdu and Marc
Miller participated in the pow-
wow as well as Deputy Grand
Chief Bobby Narcisse.

“It’s good to have support
from the (leadership),” O’Keese
says.

Narcisse says his daughter
attended the powwow with
him.

“We just heard there was
a powwow tonight and we
wanted to come and dance with
you all,” Narcisse says to the
evacuees during the powwow.

see POWWOW page 8
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from page 7

“I know you’re away from
home right now but it’s good
just to gather and have some
fun here. Our respect to the
drummers and all the dancers
that are here and our Elders
here as well, it’s a beautiful
night and it’s beautiful to see
everybody and to dance with
you.”

Steve Achneepineskum, head
male dancer at the powwow and
Marten Falls citizen, says it was
important to lift the spirits of
the evacuees.

“My late father came from
this community, so me being
here supporting them in this
gathering is very important to
me,” Achneepineskum says.
“It’s my way of giving back to
the people that have given me
so much in my journey.”

Desirae Paypompee, head
female dancer and Whitefish
Bay citizen, says the powwow
was an opportunity to dance
and meet the evacuees.

“It was pretty busy here,”
Paypompee says. “I love watch-
ing the jingle dress dancers
and there’s a lot more younger
girls here who look to be five
to eight years of age dancing
and the way we used to start
off running around the circle
around the drums and songs.
It’s bringing me back to when
I was just a little girl, they’re
enjoying themselves and they’re
very polite and they’re saying hi
to me and asking me where I'm
from.”

Josias Fiddler, a dancer and
Sandy Lake citizen, says he
brought his two sons to dance
at the powwow.

“We dance for the people

Grass dancers Josias Fiddler and his sons dance their style .

FIRE SAFETY CAMPAIGN

and just want to show them the
good life and hopefully inspire
others,” Fiddler says. “It’s
always good to share.”

Dave Simard, arena director
at the powwow and Lac Seul
citizen, says they had a lot of
community support to support
the evacuees at the powwow.

“We had (Hajdu and Miller)
here tonight, we had them
speak,” Simard says. “We’ve had
a number of people dropping in
to say hello and a lot of other
community members come
by to support the people from
Eabametoong. We have four
drums and we have pretty much
every style of dance that there is
out there today.”

Simard says they also cel-
ebrated a birthday for a youth
who had turned 15 by doing a
round dance.

“(The powwow) was a really

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

good opportunity to share our
music, our culture and songs
and dances with Eabametoong,”
Simard says. “They’re here dur-
ing a difficult time and we just
wanted to show our support
and love for them.”

Todd Genno, emcee at the
powwow and Biigtigong Nish-
naabeg citizen, says it was very
important to support the evacu-
ees because they were forced to
be away from their home.

“Your home is your safety
and comfort place, so it’s best
that we do a giving of our kind-
ness and our heart to bring
these to the people of Fort
Hope because they are a long
way from home,” Genno says.
“The powwow went really
good, there was such a great
turnout. It just goes to show
how much Thunder Bay cares
about our fellow Anishinabe.”

Mini Powwow a hit with the community's evacuees

b - -

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Head female dancer Desirae Paypompee dances her style.

Grass dancer Josiah Fiddler dances his style.

Think about fire before it starts!

Make sure the bonfire is always
monitored and controlled.

#AmbersFireSafety

LEARN MORE AT
NAN.CA/RESOURCES/FIRE-SAFETY

Nishnawbe
Aski Nation
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Arts and Entertainment

Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell presented the 2020, 2021 and 2022 James Bartleman Indigenous Youth Creative Writing Awards

to a group of the 12 recipients on July 15 at Fort William Historical Park in Thunder Bay.

James Bartleman youth award presented to 12 recipients

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The James Bartleman Indig-
enous Youth Creative Writ-
ing Awards were presented to
12 recipients for 2020, 2021
and 2022 on July 15 by Lieu-
tenant Governor Elizabeth
Dowdeswell at Fort William
Historical Park in Thunder Bay.
The recipients received a cita-

tion and a one-time award of
$2,500.

Evie Gideon, an Ottawa citi-
zen whose family is from Mis-
sanabie Cree, was recognized
with the 2022 Senior Off-
Reserve award for her story The
Long Way Home.

“It was a short story about a
small 13-year-old boy who went
to residential school, a little bit
about his experience there and

then about his journey home,”
Gideon says. “He escapes the
school and has a long journey
to get back home.”
Gideon’s  father, Ryan
Gideon, says it was wonderful
to see his daughter being rec-
ognized with the James Bartle-
man Indigenous Youth Creative
Writing Award, noting that his
grandfather was sent to the St.
John’s Indian residential school

THIS NOTICE WAS APPROVED BY THE ONTARIO SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE

NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT IN CLASS ACTION

To all individuals who were sexually abused by
Ralph Rowe in the geographic boundaries of the
Anglican Diocese of Keewatin between 1975 and 1987
and have not previously settled or otherwise released
claims against the Synod of the Diocese of Keewatin
and Scouts Canada

A proposed settlement has been reached between the
parties. If approved, it will make compensation available
to individuals who were sexually abused by Ralph Rowe.

If you opted out of the class action, the settlement will not impact you.

There will be a court hearing on October 27, 2023 to decide whether to
approve the proposed settlement and counsel fees.

Compensation to Class Members is not yet available. If the Court
approves the settlement and you are part of the lawsuit as a Class
Member, you can then make a claim for compensation.

For further information, visit www.ralphroweclassaction.ca or call
1-866-563-1127, or email info@ralphroweclassaction.ca.

The lawyers acting for the class are Koskie Minsky LLP. You may
contact the lawyers with any questions or concerns you have about
this proposed settlement. You can contact the lawyers by phone
(1-888-353-6661), email (ralphroweclassaction@kmlaw.ca), or
postal mail (900-20 Queen Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 3R3).

If you support the settlement and want it to proceed so you can claim
money, you do not need to take any steps. If you want to object
to the settlement for any reason, you must send an objection to
RCQ Claims Administrator, P.O. Box 3355, London, ON N6A 4K3 by
September 29, 2023.
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Computers * Community * Connection

Professional
Computer Refurbishing, ITAD, & IT Solutions
for the community!

submitted photo

in Chapleau.

“It was nice to see her take
an interest in the culture and
the history,” Ryan says. “It’s
something that’s been a part of
our identity and my family his-
tory, so it’s really nice to see her
take an interest in that.”

Learn how we help organizations like yours at:
(705) 749-5815 | rebootcanada.ca/resource

REGISTERED CHARITY #89111 4043 RR0001

see AWARD page 10

SUPPORTING ABORIGINAL PROSPERITY
WWW.NADF.ORG 1-800-465-6821

WE HELP
YOUR " 4
BUSINESS /&Y
GROW A'.

We are the first choice for Aboriginal
business in Northern Ontario.

* Practical Advice & Guidance
» Business Skills Workshops
» Tailored & Flexible Financing Solutions

Questions? Email: info@nadf.org
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Winners receive a citation and a one-time $2 500 award

from page 9

The three other 2022 James
Bartleman Indigenous Youth
Creative Writing Award recipi-
ents were Jaymes Simon, from
Sheguiandah, with the Senior
On-Reserve James Bartleman
Indigenous Youth Creative
Writing Award for I See a Boy
story; Rowyn Kasunich, from
M’Chigeeng, with the Junior
On-Reserve award for The
Chandelier story; and Avery
Stewart, from Kanata, with the
Junior Off-Reserve award for
Our Culture poem.

Kentley Gardner, a Thunder
Bay citizen whose family is from
Eagle Lake and who was rec-
ognized with the 2021 Junior

submitted photo
Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth
Dowdeswell.

Oftf-Reserve award for her poem
Take Me Home, says being
recognized with the award was
really exciting.

“I wrote a poem about my
reserve personally, and it was
about going home because now
I live here in Thunder Bay,”
Gardner says. “When I go home
I really cherish my time, so I
decided to write a poem about
what it’s like being there and
the experience.”

The five other 2021 James
Bartleman Indigenous Youth
Creative Writing Award recipi-
ents were Keilyn Linklater,
from Attawapiskat, with the
Junior Fly-In award for Spring
2021 poem; Tish Tookate, from
Attawapiskat with the Senior

Business Director

Fly-In award for untitled poem;
Emily Peltier, from London,
with the Senior Off-Reserve
award for untitled story; Farah
Garlow, from Ohsweken, with
the Junior On-Reserve award
for My Strong Family story;
and Asia Nahdee-Wagner, from
Walpole Island, with the Senior
On-Reserve award for Self Love:
Kindness Through the Eyes of
an Anishinaabekwe poem.

The two 2020 James Bartle-
man Indigenous Youth Creative
Writing Award recipients were
Kaidyn Bailey, from Utterson,
with the Junior Off-Reserve
award for When the Winter
Comes story and Sophie Lan-
glois, from London, with the
Senior Off-Reserve award for

Kindred Spirits poem.

The award was established
in 2008 to honour the legacy
of James Bartleman, the prov-
ince’s 27th Lieutenant Gover-
nor and the first Indigenous
person appointed to the role in
Ontario, and to celebrate the
creative talents of Indigenous
youth and encourage them
to share their perspectives and
experiences through storytell-
ing.

“It’s my privilege to recog-
nize these talented young Indig-
enous writers and amplify their
powerful voices,” Bartleman
says. “Their creative submis-
sions not only exemplify their
courage, strength and unique
perspectives, they help to cel-

ebrate Indigenous communities
in Ontario.”

The James Bartleman Indig-
enous Youth Creative Writing
Award recipients were chosen
by an independent selection
committee of citizens from
Indigenous communities.

“This award recognizes
the efforts of James Bartle-
man in promoting literacy
among Indigenous youth and
celebrates brave and inspiring
voices,” Dowdeswell says. “This
work deepens the province’s
collective understanding and
appreciation of Indigenous cul-
tures, and ongoing relationships
with Indigenous leaders and
communities.”

PLAY IT AGAIN

SIPORTS

Largest Sporting Goods Supplier in NW Ontario

Trade in to Trade up!

www.playitagainsportsthunderbay.com

HOCKEY - BASEBALL -FITNESS- GOLF

920 Memorial Avenue
(Beside Halfway Motors)

807-622-8282

Thunder Bay, Ontario

Are you feeling lonely? Depressed?

Need to talk? We’re here to listen.
We-Chee-Way-Win
is a 24-hour Telephone Answering Service.

Why not give us a call?

1-800-465-2600

“All calls are kept strictly confidential.”

)
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MALLONS

LLOm

PROMOTIONAL
{ CLOTHING &
PRODUCTS

PROUDLY OWNED & PRODUCED IN N ONTARIO
THUNDER BAY & DRYDEN & SINCE 1981

Your BRAND. Your COMPANY. Your TEAM. Your SAFETY.
Call: 807-346-4445 or 800-376-6665

Commercial - Residential - Industrial - Cottage

Business Printing
Computer Services
Filing Systems
Promotional Materials

@Safeguard”

Business Systems by Herman Hanschke

HERMAN HANSCHKE

herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Personal Protective Equipment
Ask us about our new and improved apparel decoration services!

105-229 Pearl St.
P.O. Box 10175
Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

Tel: (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983
Cell: (807) 627-6414
Fax: (807) 344-1581

« Security Systems « 24hr ULC Monitoring - Camera Systems « Card Access
« Electronic Door Controls - Lock Sales, Repairs, Rekeys - Deadbolts - Padlocks
- Safe Opening & Repairs - Restricted Key Systems - Doors and Hardware

Phone: 807-468-7878
1221 HWY 17 West, Keewatin | Toll Free: 1-888-893-6488

Ontario Native Education Counselling Association

www.oneca.com

oneca@oneca.com ‘ 705.692.2999

Auto Parts Professionals

ISianxe

Auto Parts

(2=%) BUMPER TO BUMPER"™

GREla

SEA CAN

RENTALS & SALES

SELF STORAGE

ON SITE

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL ALEX
807-627-4533

- FREE SAMPLES! -

DO YOU LOVE CHOCOLATE!

We have

ANY CARAMEL APPLE or °
o F PIECE OF HOMEMADE FUDGE &=
1

z' RED CANDY APPLES, n
CARAMEL APPLES, 3

E FUDGEb 2

=] ROCKY POP 3

(o]

o

INTERCITY SHOPPING CENTRE, THUNDER BAY, ON. PTB-6B9 (807) 623.3233

Alcona Storage

Phone: 807-738-8888
e-mail: info@alconastorage.ca
Web site: www.alconastorage.ca
140 Alcona Drive, Sioux Lookout, ON

Book your Wawatay News ad today!

Contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura, Phone: 807 622-6000
Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

%Za—gdz-do—win

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence
For Indigenous Communities In Ontario

1-800-669-2538 | zicresources.ca

www.purplecamel.ca
977 Alloy Drive, Unit #18
Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7B 578

Purple Camel

Grace Parker

Email: info@purplecamel.ca

Learning Resources Inc.

Phone: 807-623-2871
Toll Free: 1-888-704-7382
Fax: 807-623-2872

Licensed Service & Repair Facility
Automotive, Truck & Coach

Heavy Equipment

807 737-4643

MTO Safety Inspection Station - Napa Autocare Centre
Tires - Manuli Hydraulics Authorized Dealer
Flatbed Towing - Welding - Linde/Praxair Depot

1-877-337-4643
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Sullivan

+ Associates

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
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HOW CAN AN ASSESSMENT BE HELPFUL?

Assessments can be helpful when there is an answer
needed for an important question, such as:

e What mental health issue am | dealing with?

e Why is it hard to learn in school?

e Why is it hard to remember things?

¢ |s that fall making it harder for me to think properly?
e |sthere a problem with my attention?

Assessments can help you figure out what the issue is and
make recommendations to improve issues such as
challenges with mental health, improve learning issues, or
help with attention and memory issues.

At Sullivan + Associates Clinical Psychology, we offer
assessments for:

e Mental health

e Learning

e Attention

e Behaviour

e Autism

e Neuropsychological issues
e FASD

For assessment services for children and adolescents, we
are happy to help families access funding through Jordan'’s
Principle.

N\ Suuivan f o Email: admin@drsullivan.ca
1\

" +Associates :
4T CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY www.drsullivan.ca Fax: (807) 683-7167

Toll-Free: (888) 269-0237
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Arts and Entertainment

Helen Pelletier opens new exhibition at Thunder Bay Art Gallery

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Fort William artist Helen
Pelletier recently highlighted
her work with birch bark dur-
ing her artist talk for the Helen
Pelletier: Wiigwas Manidoog
Descendants exhibition on July
13 at the Thunder Bay Art Gal-
lery. Pelletier’s exhibition runs
from June 23-Sept. 17.

“I work with wiigwas full-
time, which is birch bark, and
I take pride in making maple
syrup for my community for
the last nine years,” Pelletier
says. “My parents introduced
us to art at a young age, except
it wasn’t art, it’s what we did as
(Anishinabek). When we were
little we were blessed with the
company of (Woodland style
artist) Noel Ducharme. Today
at my parents’ house there is a
whole wall painted by Noel and
we’re lucky our parents value
(Anishinabek) art and ways of
being.”

Pelletier says she first learned

m&y

how to work with birch bark
while working with Ann Mag-
iskan at Fort William Historical
Park about 25 years ago.

“When I saw what I could
make and available with wiig-
was, I wanted to learn,” Pelletier
says, noting that Magiskan was
her first wiigwas teacher, larg-
est knowledge keeper and good
friend. “Ann taught me about
the value of wiigwas, when I
first started working for her
she treated bark like gold. She
taught me how to harvest birch
bark, she taught me how to
gather black spruce roots and so
much more. She began my love
for birch bark and I’'m thankful
forever.”

Pelletier says she realized at
that point that not many people
worked with wiigwas and imme-
diately felt the displacement
from land as an Anishinabek
person.

“I realized because of colo-
nialism our people are no lon-
ger making birch bark canoes,
homes and baskets,” Pelletier

fhﬁormer open\
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Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

A birch bark canoe is one of the pieces on display at the Helen Pel-
letier: Wiigwas Manidoog Descendants exhibition, which runs from
June 23-Sept. 17, at the Thunder Bay Art Gallery.

says. “This is something we
did every day on our own and
it’s something we did in the
community and it was no lon-
ger happening. I was also sad
I didn’t know how to do the

things I wanted to do, how to
build with birch bark. So that’s
when my journey and love for
birch bark began and my begin-
ning of seeking knowledge.”
Pelletier says many of her bas-

kets in the exhibition are made
with winter birch bark.

“Indigenous people in Can-
ada who work with bark, spe-
cifically winter birch bark, are
doing this art since the begin-
ning of our time,” Pelletier says.
“Winter birch bark is harvested
at a different time of the year
— I probably have a window of
about a week where throughout
the whole year that birch bark
will give me that bark.”

Pelletier says she was taught
the etching process to create
images on winter birch bark in
2016 by Darren Lentz, a birch
bark canoe builder and now
principal of Algonquin Avenue
Public School in Thunder Bay,
during one of his birch bark
canoe building projects with
youth on Anemki Wajiw (Mt.
McKay) in Fort William.

“Summer 2016 is also the
year that I started building the
wiigwas jiimaan (canoe) in the
(exhibition),” DPelletier says.
“The canoe sat on my deck
every summer, I would work

on it a little by little with friends
year after year — this year we
finished it specifically for this
show. Chi meegwetch to Dar-
ren for graciously guiding and
giving myself and youth in
my community your wiigwas
jiimaan teachings and sparking
my love for the wiigwas sgraffito
etchings.”

Penelope Smart, curator at
the Thunder Bay Art Gallery,
says Pelletier’s exhibition was
exceptionally beautiful and the
first of its kind.

“When you think of birch
bark in a gallery setting, you
might think of baskets for
example, and there certainly are
etched birch bark baskets in this
show,” Smart says. “But there
are also surprising other things,
things like wearable art, skirts,
hats, backpacks made of birch
bark that are unique to Helen
and really just kind of take your
breath away in the exhibition
space.”
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.f—De Beers Gmup B pieosed to pqttngr"wﬂh the A’r’rowaplskof First
~ Nation to monitor this new fish habitat until 2033.
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.new 10 hectore pond located |mmed|ote|y south of

pportunTes for communlry members

Béers’ monitors and makes provision for
community. visits to the site and communlty update presentations
by. De Beers.
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